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PUNDAMENTALS OF NMARXISM-LENINISM #’##é,#f’f#

The Fundamentals of Marxism-Leninism consists of 3 separate
studles, each about 2 months long. People are free to take Just
the first study, or the 2nd and 3rd also. The study is designed
to gzive people a basic backxround in the science of Marxism-
Leninism, the sclence of the working class in its struggle for
vower and for socialism. The study was developed by the Sooialist Union
of Raltimore.
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It is ocur position that one of the primary takks
of the young communist movement in the United States is to thor-
oughly ground itself in the theory of M-L so we can avoid the
many pitfalls whioh bourgefous thinking ean lead our young
movement into. The first step in our theoretical development
is to master the tools of M-L and it is precisely for this reason
that we have developed and emphasized our fundamentals study.

The entire studies represent the major theorecticidl contri-
butions of Marx and FEngels and the application of Marxism to
the strategy and tactics of the revolutionary struprcle which
has been made by Lenin since Marx's time.

Basic to understadnign the science of M-L is to be able to
use its method, Dialectiecal Materialism. In readings, through
discussion, and finally by attempting to apply it to the actual
situation, we study the materialist philososphy and the dialecti-
cal method. We particulerly concentrate on how to analyge
contradictions within a prosess so we can understand these processes,

Tn Historical Materialism we study the application of dia-
lectical materialism to history and the development of society.
We pay particular attention to the Marxist concepts of class
ani the state and to understanding the oririns of social change-
that 1s, how capitalism develops out of feudalism and how '
socialism develops out of capitalism. Dialeetical and historical
Materizllasm tomether make up the Lst study.

In the 2nd study we deal with important questions in the
Communist Movement. Fere we study the practical application of
-1 as seen in the history of the communist movement. The
important questions we focus around are: the Leninist ooncept
of the Party; left and right opportunism; the united front;
the trade union question; the national gquestion: and the woman
quesntion.

The 3rd study deals with the economic substructure of
capitalism. In political economy we look at the nature of the [
productive forees in capitalism, the source of exploitation of
the working class, the origins of economie orises and imperialism,
and analvze the current economic crisis.

¥hile the purpose of these studies is not to present the
line of the Socialist Union of Baltimore on various questions, 1t
Ps our position that a coorect approach to the questions ofnfront-
ing the communist movement in the US can only come out of a




thorough understanding of M-L theory, and that our emphasis on
a studied, secicentific method will lead people to such an approach.
It is only with such an approach that the current divisions and
disunity within the communist movement will be cvercome. This is

our desire, our line, our approach to building the communist
novenent .
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Fundamentals of Marxism-Leninism - A Study presented by the Socialist Union
of Baltimore (SUB)

DIALECIICAL AND HISTORIGAL MATERIALISM

Session #1 : Why We Study

Readings : Xeroxed articles

This first discussion will include 1n1rouuct10ns, why we are interested in studying,
and the concept of learning ihings to change things.

Session #2 : The Thilosophy of laterialism

Readings : Cornforth, laterialism and the Dialectical dethod (pp. 7-43)

Quesvions on the readings :

1l. “that do we mean when we say "every philosophy reflects a class outlook?"

2« "hat are the three main points of materialism?

3. Yhat are the principal differences between idealism and materialism?

L. vhat are the errors made by the mechanical materialists? Does mechanical materialis
lead to idealism?

\westions to apply theory to practlee :

1. How would you use an idealist approach to a bad situation or 2 problem at home or
at work? How could you deal witia the same problem in a meterialist way?

2+ Can you think of an example where you have thought idealistically but acted i
materialistically?

3. Vhat is the difference between the way we are using the word "materialist" and
the way ib is used when someone says "She's at°r¢allstﬂc."

L. Lac has said "“veryth;nq're?Ctlonarf is the sare 1au if you g$n't hit 1t,

it won't fall." How iS tais an etample of miteriall 1st th'hklng
5. What are idealist errors you see being made in your political work?

Session #3 : Basics of Dialectics .

Readgings : Cornforth, !eterialism and the Dialectical tetnod (pp. 57-89)

Jaestions on the r@adings )

1. .hot ere the main differences between metaphysics and dialectics?

2. What is the difference between a process and a thing? “hy does dialectics look
at processes?

3o hat is meant when we say that dwalectlc looks at things in terms of fundamental
opposites? )

L. Vhzt are the four principles of dlakectlcs.

guestions to appy theory to practice

- 1. Thlnk of examples of how you sometimes slip into thin%ing metaphysically.

2« Toke an exarple from work, community, or current political work :
a. Give exarmples of how processes arc interconnected.
be “hat hazs been the process of change and developrment? what is rising and
developing and what is dying away?
Co five exa:ples of quantatative change and .ualitative change in the situation.
If qualitative changes have not taken place, what would they look like?

Session #L : Contradiction

Readings : Cornforth, laterialism and the Dialectical lethod (pp.99-119; review 81-39;
Review of Dialectical taterialism (xerox)
The ¥ational People'!s Democratic kevolution (xerox)

wWwaestions on the readings

le. ‘ow can thcere be unity and struggle of oppoolteu at the oame tine?

2. uhat is meant when vie suy that contradiction is inlicrent in every process?

3. vhat is the relationship between: the: Jorrlng out of contradictions and devclopmo

(continucd next page)
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b What is meant by the principal contrad1ct10n? How is that different from the
.fundanental contradiction? ' -
Questions to apply theory Lo practice
1. %hat is tihe fundamental contradiction in-yorr=kEfe=today? V/hat is the principal
contradiction?
2. Taking the principal contradiction in your life
ae. How can quantatative to qualitative change be shown?
be How is aevelopment illustrated in the resolution of the contradictions?
C. ‘hat are some new contradiciions that rise out of the resolution of the old?
d. 4t this time what are the dominant aspects of the contradictions?
Whlch contrad\ctvons are antagonistic?
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Session #5 : Re ew

Rleadings : Serving the People with Dialectics
“here do correct Idess Come jrom (xerox)
xeroxed articles on criticism, self-criticism, and transformation
Questlons for review ;
l. ‘hat is the Dialectical laterialist tiheory of knowledge?
2e Why do we use criticism rnd self-criticism?
3¢ How do we use dialectical materialism in criticism?
Le Vhmat has this study nmeant for dealing with your life and polltlcal work?

Historical l‘aterialism

Session #1 ¢ Historical Yaterialism -

Readings : Cornforth, Historical lateria Yism, Chapters 2 - 4 (pp. 1u-64)

¢u°3u10no for discussion : i

1. "ny do we say that the Mmode of produ
political, »nd economic life?

2. How does capitalism determine our social, politi cal, end economic lives?
what is the SJperstracture°

h. If the economic foundation cetermines the superstructure, does that mean that ideas
have little or no effect on the course of history?

5« How do changes in the mode of production come about?

6. :hat happens when there is a contradiction vetween a new mode of proructlon and
the supcrstructure of the old mode of productlon°

tion" in a society determines the social,

Session #2 : Class and. Class Struggle
Readings : Cornforth, i{istorical Laterialism (rev1°w 2o 8 hh-hé read pp. 64-70)
: Yarx, Communist lanifesto, Chapter on "Zourgeiose and Froletariat"
Class divisions in the U.S. (xerox) /
The State, Huberman and Sweezy
Report: 4 Short !listory of the ‘orld (application of Hisbtorical Iaterlallsm)
(xeroxed outline provided)
Questions for discussion :
l. .hat is the basis of classes? Jjh:t determines what classes exsist? low can we tell
what class a person is in?
2. .hat arc the basic CIaSaCu under capitalism? Lefine each in relatlon to the means
. of proauction.,
3. ‘hy is there class strupple° Is it inevitable?
Le Lesides the two basic classes, whal other classes exsist under capitalism? vhat is
their relation to the bourgeiose and the proletariat?

Session #3 : Class Consciousness
'Readingﬁ : Kerduhcr, the Head [ixing Industry (pp. 5-27; hl-hh, L;3- 50)
zeroxed readings
Investions for discussion
1. Jhy do dilferent classes have differ cnt 1duologl s?
(eontinued next page)
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2+ vy do come workers share ruling class ideology? : i JL}&
3. Yow does the ruling class push its idcology among workcrs?- iok*
L. What class are you in? llas your family always been in the class you are in now?

5. How did your famlly's class influence you?

6. llow are you affected byt the ideology of the ruling class?

Session #i : Class Idoelogy and the State

Headings : Lenin, 'he State

itecport : Origins of the state

Questions tor discussion

1. ihy does the state develope? .hat developments in the economic structure resulted
in the development of the state? ;

2. Vinat do we mean when we say that the state is an instrument of class rule? Is it

‘+ pocsible for more than one class to rule(control the state)?

3. If the state is an instument for class rule, what is the use of fighting for
democratic reforms?

Session #5 : The State ~nd the Dictatorship of the Proletariat
Readings : Democratic lanagement in OQur Brigade (xerox)
Duan article from Viet Nam iteview (xerox)
Proletarian Dewocracy, Society or zquals (xerox)
Lenin, State and tevolution, Chapter 3 (pp. L2-66)
Stalin, #ouncations of Leninism, Chapter U tpp. LOo-5L)
Report: Democratic Centralism in Cuba b
‘uestions for discussion : !
1. .hy is it necessar; for the working class to smasn the state rather than just
taking over the ruling class apparatus?
2. Wh; is it necessary to have a state under soc1allsm°
3. .hat is the aifference between the dictatorship of the proletariat and the
dictatorship of the bourgeiose?
Le iiow can we have proletarian dictatorsnip and denocrac; at the same time? Is there
suc.. a thing as pure democracy? -
5. Why does the state wither away in the transition to, communism?
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REVIEW OF DIALECTICAL MATERIALISM

IDEALISM VS. MATERIALISM

a. Ydealism is a way of viewing the world that claims that, in the final analysis,
mai;t(er,v something we can not know, i.e. the spiritual, supcrnatural,

b. Maoterialism is the way of viewing the world that asserts that everything in
the material world is caused by, or comes from, the material world, matler,
Thus everything is knowable, even if the state of development of our knowledge
has not reached a particular level. a.

METAPHYSISC VS, DIALECTICS

a. Metaphysics is a method which looks at things in abstraction from their con-
ditions of existance, change, and development. Therefore, it views things as
fixed and absolute,

. Dialectics is the way of understanding the world as a complex of processes, in
which things are constantly changing and developing., In dialectics processes are
analyzed in their interccnnection and their concreteg,ss.

FOUR KEY ASPECTS OF DIALECTICS

a. Movement and Change - All “things* are in the constant precess of change, are
in constant motion. Something is always rising and developing, something always
dying w away. Every "thing". is really a process.

b. Interconnection - Processes do not exist in isolation from each other, but are
connected, interrelated, dependant on each other.

¢. Quantiyaive and Qualitative Changes - The process of development is one whereby

guantitative changes (changes of increase or decrease) which are usually small and
insignificant, lead to qualitative changes, which are fundamental changes in which
a new entity is formed. Qualitative changes happen abruptly, rapidly; they are a
sudden lecap to a new state, _

d. Contradiction - There are internal contradictions in everything, Change occurs
due to the working out (resolution) of contradictions.

MAIN CONCEPTS ARQUND CONTRADICTION

iefinition of Contradiction - A contradiction is a unity of opposites. In every
process there develop two conflicting aspects. The existance of each aspect pre-
supposes the existance of the other aspect, that is why we say that both aspects
exist in a single x unity. But these two agpectia are oppdsites, and therefore their
existance is a struggle between opposites.

b. Universality and particularity of Contradictions - By the universality of contra-
diction we mean that contradictions exist in all processes -~ nothing exists without
“em. The particularity of contradiction refers to the fact that every contradiction
-+ {process has its own uniqueness, that is, it is different in some way from other
contradictions. ‘



¢. Common Errors in Analyzing Contradittions -

Lo Tailure 1o analyze contradicltions concretely is to be dogmatic. It is absolutely
rgsential to anajyze the particularily of each contradiclion. Diflerent contradictions
arc resolved in different ways, so0 we can not abstractly apply a formula and not
worry aboutl the concrete conditions. Lenin said "the most essential thing in Marxism
is the concrete nam analysis of concrete conditions. ™

2. Tailure to analyze both aspects of a contradiction is to be one-gided or
subjcctive. We must look at both the positive and the negative, what'is rising and
whatis dying away in order to understand a contradiction. The Chinese always
talk of "dividing one into two' - for example looking at the strengths mand weak-
nesses of comrades in order to use the strengths to overcome the weaknesses,

3. Failure to look at a contradiction in the context of other contradictions
and at ecach stage of a process is to be superficial. We must give a through anal-
ysis to all the conditions surrounding (and aflecling) the contradiction we are con-
cerned with.

d. Fundamental Contradiction - The fundamental contradiction is the underlying
contradiction throughout the history of a process. For example, the fundamental
contradiction in cppitalism is between social production and private appropiiation.,

e. Principal Contradiction - Thig is the contradiction that is most important at
. a particular time in the history of a process. It is that contradiciion amidst many
contradictions in the process of a complex development, whose existance and
development determine and influence the existance nnd development of other contra-
dictions in that process. Although the fundamental contradiction stays the same
through out a process, the principal contradiction cften changes at different stages
of development in a process. e

o
f. Primary Aspect of a Contradiction - In the two aspects of a contradiction, one
plays a dominant role in the contradiction. This ig chlled the primary aspect. For
example, in the contradiction between the working class and the bourg., in the U. 8.
today, the bourg. is tue donmiinant, the primary sspect. When there is a change in
what is the primary aspect of a contradiction, we say that a qualitative change occurs.
A qualitative change thus occurs when the primary and non-primary aspect of a
contradiction transform themselves into their opposite. For example, when the
working class becomes the dominant aspect, there will be a qualitative change to
socialism.

e. Internil and External Forces - When analyzing a process it is necessary to
~ait the scope of what we are looking at. Thus we can talk about which forces
wveinternal (within the scope of our analysis) and which forces are external
{outside the scope of our analysis).

But in the development of a process there are no such things as external
forces. It is correct to view all things as interrelated: thus every process is in
reality a product of an inlinite series of forces (called the history of the process),
No ferce is external because every force is internal {o the totality of the material world.

This can be made clearer by sceing what happens to Yexternal' forees when
we mhike the scope of our analysis broader. Looking at the Vietnamese revolution,
we would have to view U, S, imperialism as an external [orce. Bul if we look at
arger contradiction of the world imperialist system, U, S, imperialism and the
Vielnamese revolution are both "internal” forces.
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THE "TRADE UNION QUESTION _ /

Session #1L - Marxist Theory of the Trade Unilons

Readings: Lenin, Left-Wing Communism pp 43(bottom)-48,
~PWOC, The Trade Unlong: Class Collaboration and
Class Struggle , pp.l-9
"Limitations of Trade unions" - 2-pg. xerox

Questions:
1. Why do Communists work in the "“reactionary"trade unions?
2. Why do trade unlons arise? What is thelr baslc function under
caplitalism?
3. Define the trade union bureaucracy.
Y4, Why does the trade union bureaucracy develop? Is it inevitable
under capltalism? Are all trade union bureaucrats necessarily
i the enemy of the revolutionary working class movement?
5. ‘Can trade union organization change the fundamental relation-
' ship between capitalists and workers?

Reppot by study leaders: Short history of the U.S. Trade unions.
Report by member in class: How imperialism provides the material
base for aristocracy of labor, and how
this 1s connected with opportunism."
Reading: "Imperialism and the Trade Unions" by PWOC.

Session #2 - The State of the Trade Unions in the US Today.

Readings: Speech by PWOC on Trade Union Strategy and Tactics
. pp. 1-13.
Optional: "The State of the Unions" from PWOC paper
on Trade Union Question, pp. 15-16. :

Questions:

-1, What are the- chanfes in the economic situation which has

strengthened the hand of the capitalists in the U.S. today?

2. Why has the response of labor to the economic crisis been

so weak?

3. Wwhat is the current state of the rank and file movement?
. How have the revisionists and dogmatists held back the

workers'! movement in this current period?

Report~ Building Class steuggle Unionism- Fur and Leather Workers
Union, pp 341-380.

Session #3: Strategy and Tactics of Communists in Unions Today

- _Readings: " Party-Building in the Trl?e Unions" Sppech by PWOC,
pp. 1-5. (P ansuc guestn .



‘Readings: (cont.) ' /
Trade Unions: Class Collaboration and Class Strugele
by PWOC, pp.9%12. (to answer questions 72)
"Class Struggle and Class Collaboration" pp.16-21 of
PWOC paper on Trade Union Question. (to answer questions

#1)
Questions: 1, ]
1, What 1s the basic strategy of Communists within the trade
unions?
2.. What are the Y4 thrusts of class struggle unionism
3. What is the relationship between work 1n the trade unions
and our party-building tasks in the current period,

Report: How does the development of a communist current in the
: trade unions represent a fully developed united front?
Readings: SUB sum-up on united front. .



TT1. ‘The Afro-American National Oueastion )

Ao What s the Mational Question? v hal does it have to do_with

i T T T

Black noonlo N Lhe Ui

Headinegs .
L 3talin, flarxism and_the National QWA“ ln_ sections T and IT.
2. PWOC, Black Tibaration Toduv; Chanters™ T and 1T,

rar causes a nation to develope? How did the black nation arise?
“hat are the characteristic features of a nation? How did this
to blacks in the U. 8.9

3. What happensd to the black nation?
. What is the right to self determination? Do Communists always

sunnort sucession?
5. Wnau is the difference b@rwoon a nation and a national minority?

What are the rights of each?

tation: Left and Right erros in understanding the National Question.

B. Where does Racism come from _and how can we ficht it?

Todawv, Chanter A,
ora lovement,

ﬂ\,n l Iﬂr“p"-
”"““TT_fﬁﬁt ig racism and vhere did i+t come from?
2Wow doeg racism divide the vorZing class?
A.%hat is our stirategy for black liberation and how doe
to our fight azainst racism?
. How can racism be defeated? In the Trade Unions? Tn the Coalition?
In the health groun?
8 the responsa blll*y of a wnite Communist? 0f a black

this relate

5. What are is

Communist?

resentation: Left and Richt ercvors in fighting racisn,
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