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PROPOSAL FOR BUILDING OUR IMUHYONIC TREND AND ITS IDFOLOGICAL CENTER- .
Introduction

Wo are a very small grouping of communists in Yos Angdles with a number of years
experience organizing in the worldngelass here. We are very crxeited by the developing
anti-dogmatist, anti~ravislonist trond; both its accomplisghments so far and its potential,
We heve lespned a grest desl salready through our rolatively rocent participation in it,
and look formard to tho constant challenge of contributing to ids growth,

Fiko othor organizations in tho trend, we have developed in a loeal and national
et ophoro dominated by dognatdsm and ultraleftism which has thirarted the development of
rclationships between Mavxiat-foninlsts, We havs always had the desiro to learn from
ond charo with other organizations, but have done so only in a limited way. In addition
to our own errors (which have boen significant), dogmatism and ultxsteftism havo retarded
thls procoss in several important woys. Fivst, thero wos tho constant strugele that we
and others have had to wngo elmply to suwrvive each new wave of “panty deéclaration. Tho
Tho disruption to our work cansecd by thls idealism has boon immensa, affecting not only
vz, but our boginning contrets in the class as wells . Socond, was the cnergy wo have had
to put into combatting the cffocts of left opportunicm on political strugsle at our worke-
Places. We have often had to break through resistance to communism that came in part from
tho mistaltes of the opportunists, Third, was tho idenlogical confusion that dogmatism
wreaked by posing "Marxists-Leninists United® and "Rringing Marxism to the Advanced" as
opposing rathor than interrelated tasks. In the context of tho party declatation trend,
tho debate served both to continune the illusion of potty bougcois Leftists that they couvld
bo the party, and encouragoe leealism among those groups centering thelr work in the class.
The £final and gravest way that dogmatism thwarted the rolationships betwoen Marxist-Loniniste
v23 by misdcofining the primary ersor in our relationship to the masses in the current poricd.
Fecusing on right opportnnism, without even mentioning dogmatism, caused groups to be over
mare gsctarian with tho class, They postponed integration until #pure" lines had boen
deelded npon through bank vorship and abstract debaten; laolated from both the c¢lass and
tha objective situation 3n the comntry.  Tho failuro to dofine the main error was part of
the inability to prasp fuslon botwoon communists and the clasa as the osscnce of party=
tuilding,

Tho result of all thoto errors was to promoto a dofinitlon of national work that wasn
totally vacloss to our loeal wavrk, Fop yoars the cholee for us sormed to bo betweon loesl
vork theb wag rooted in the class, yob 1imited in seopoas and “natinnal® topk which dreir
us avay from the cinssyfoensing on the doguatists? Phurning questlons® in a way that pPro=
duced no useful, gnidance, FAnally now wo have the chanco to relate to other Mared ste
Leninista around our wrk in tha olags. Wo have tho chanco to define and build national
wori that is very usofnl to our local work pather than in contradiction to its By builde
ing off of our loecal woxlts vsing dts most advaneed exporience and confronting its weaknessess
national tork ecan groatly hsachon tho development. of our fusien with the class, and help vs
take a qualitative step toward the party. Wo aro anxions to do within our objeetivo Limita,
our part of tho work in correstly building the dialectic betwoen local aud national works

Yor wo got into tho trend

o woro drawm to tho cmbryonic trend primarily because of tho work it had alroady
dono in tho battle apainst dogmatism and Wltral ef tlsm,: vhich' includéds

=rojocting soctariamisn and ultraleftism in trade union vwork

eredelining rovolutionary leadership to be somcthing earned in relation to the
massogdy rathor than declared in a 1ine ,

~underlining (by implicotion and bezinning practico) the doep level of integration
vith both tho advanced of the class and the massos that communists must have to do
rovolutioncry work : ) ’

~lndicating, by resisting fantasy "party" formations, that party=-building 1s a
complex difficult and protracted task that in essence involves fusing socialism
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o C wih the worltdneg olars movement
=leading the struggle to grasp dogmatism and its evippling offect on the creation of
ravelutlonary theory that +ill guide the rcvelution in tho US.
=nidorlining the nocd for serious investigation of any politieal question, beginning
ulth an essessment of objective reality '
=rojecting the eftional subjeetiviem surrounding the Black national question, and
pointing to the immenso theoretical work still neoeded in this area
~upholding proletarian internationalism by eiming the main blow against the US bourgcosioc.
[Ven though thore is uneven undorstanding of these struggles as manifostations of dogmatism,
end rot all groups in tho tvend participated in them, wo nonetheloss view them as accome
plichnents of the anti-dogmatist, anti-revisionist tvends The trend is both the separate
shande against left opportunisnm each of us have teken in our locaities as well as the
hoightening interrclations botwoen us,

Wo vicu oursdlves o5 a pavt of the cabryonic trond beconse of independent alaboration
of 1lnos and practico in agroencnt wlth tho abovo, specificallys 1) a lonpg standing oppoe
cition to goctarianiem, to leftists-itolated from.tho classs 2) our soldifying brasp of
dognatism after a split a yenr ago primarily duo to it __3) a long standing viow of tho
US as the main enemy and 4) the desire to work more with other anti-dogmatist, anti-
rovisionists to combat our localism and more serlously address our party bullding tasks.

Conerotely we wero drawn into the trend through five important-ostens. Fizsh was

2 long standing relationship of correspondence and visits with a SUB cadre. Tho practice
of learning from cach others advanced emperdlenco  stimulated an ongoing critique of our
localist tendencies, The relationship helped pull us into a more national perspective 7.‘]1/7-
by eonvinelng us that thore wore a whole set of organizations who shared anti-sectarian, (76
antiedopmatist viewss The noxt steop was a vislt by a representative from the PWDC a (G
year and a half ago. He related some of thely advanced expeiienco on Jmportant organi- /
vational questions, and shared somo knowledge of anti-dogmatist work daveloping around
the country, Wo know from that visit and the principles of unity that followed. that wo
vere in practleo a part of an embryonic tronde A subsequent brdef study of thd W{g'}.onal
question, including PIIC's “Blaele iberation Today--Against Dogmatism on the National
(uostlon” drow us further towsrd the trends The study helped build ideslogleal unity
vlth the genoral direction of thot investigatlon and analysis, resulting in a decision
Lo actively work in the trend, -

rs\m’('ﬂ Tho fourth step was tho partyw=bailding conforcneo in Baltimors, It was exciting to
finally be exploring eriticsl guostions with thoso who had a similap approach to answering
thems  Uo came away understanding that wo had a lot to Loarn in tho arocas of trade union
wrk end organizational dovelopmont as party=bullding tasks, We 2lso wore glad wo had
brought materials summing up onr experionce with propaganda and sgltation with advanced
workergs Tho last step in cemonting our relatisnship to the trend was a vislt this
summer by Il to cadre, Thelr vislt increased onr understanding of the trend in
goneral by deopening ovr investigation of one of tho Londing giroups within it. We learned
mach from their level of interration with the massos, thelr grasn of dialectics, and
their patient ideological woarke Out of tho abovo process and our study of the trendls
natiorialsg, we decided wo had enough unity with those organizations to use PWOC's and Ll
Comlte's publications wlith our sdvanced worker frionds,

Thoso steps and our ongoing investigation of tho trend®s documents lcd us te continuo
our partliclpation in the trend by attending the next conference in Dotrolt focusing on
prineclplos of unity. Our xagpoet for the Committoo of 5 was growings Wo woro tapresacd
by their courage to face tho situation our movement wags in and begln to do sombthing on

a notlonal lovel, Wo know that oven the beginning stop thay had taken was a lot of work For
groups otlll young in thelr own devolopment, '

Tho vroposal for an ideological center

Vo wolcomed the fact that the Detroit conferenco wias to include a propossl for an
ideologlcal center, We knew that we all badly needed "an institution for our trend
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videh eould play tho roln of bholug a centor for idecological strugple, theoretical. work

ot tho simmation of practien,” (Lotter to the trend, CoN. 6/13/77) Ve wera eritieal

of tho Adoalistic snd voluntaristie aspocts of the proposal wo rozeived. But wo are
cneonraged that erdticiema of At havo caused a resrouping to proceed which more correctly
irplencats its essenco, Vo fool that the inktlel proposal corroctly states that inereasing
centralizotion end devalopnont of our unity is both desirable and possible, and that a
center nocds to be bullt tn do thats We fedl however that tho initial proposal was too
sbatract, projecting teo far in advanco of ocur present devolopment, coneentiating too much
on what wo want, and too 1liitle on concreto thinking on how to achieve it, In failing

to stert from whene wo wore actually aty, it failed to present a concrete proposal for how
to move forward. JIn addition wo feel tho procoss of coming up with a proposal should have
actively involved moro orgenizations in the trende Wo ceco the present process as a
roncdy for bolh of those ervors, ‘

fut of Fl Comito®s decislon not to slgn tho 4nitinl proposal, wo wondered what tho
rolatlonships betueen the five organlzations were. Wo vagucly knew of a seories of cone
ferencos undertaken in part to build unity botween thom, but wo knew Llttle of tho results,
Vo oloo knew very littloe of the intital stops of cooporatlon botween tho five. We still
soc tho nocd for thls initinl history o be summed vp by tho five and put out to ths
\wiole trend (and o any new organizations Joining in the future). It is our view that
wo oll have the respinsibility to actively build the trend. Therefore we mist all know
how it began in order to more scenratcly assess its strengths and woaknesses, afid from
this develop the correct stops towabd centralization.. i —

We had both support and eriticism of .EL Comite’s vicws on tho proposal. We agroed
that the diserepancy botween the assessment of thoe trend®s weaknesses and the ambitliouge
rocs of the proposal was ton great to ignore. At the came timo, we felt that FL Comite’s
underastination of the trend®s vnity and the centralization possible if developed correctly,
roant that they too failed to present a concroto plan for moving forward., We could not
tell vhat organizational 1ine thay wero arguing for in the trond?s development, but
dlsagroed that thero conld bo ne Adeological centor before tho party. While the party
io cveninally tho ddeologleal eentory other centors can and will be built prior to it,

o8 Lskra and our own exporionno tonch use  Ib socms that Fl Comite incorrectly saw in
tho proposal a vequost to tvansfop primary authorlty to a centers While the proposal
wag overembltious abovt ovganiznilonal centrallzation for this timeg wo fool that it is
possiblo to inereaso our undty and contralizo move ddenlogleal and politiecal strugelo,
vwhilo still maintaining eacsy organization®s essential indepondence. We feel that I
Comnito has played a gencrally good role in the trond so far, We hope they will continue;
grasping moro strongly their role in building the trend, as well as loarning from it and
treining their cadre through it,

in conclusion, we are encouraged that the Committee of Five has responded to the
criticiams of the initial proposal, - We support thelr effort to organize a way to
botter involve the masses of the trend in developing the ideologi.cal center. The study
bibliography included in the latest step was useful to our thinking and a good exampl e
of how to ideologically approach our organizational questions.

Davclon a Plan - Centor it on Party-Buildine

We think it is correct to call our trend an embryonic trend. Like an enbryo, it
mast bo carefully nurtured and strengthencd in order for it to .devdlop to its maximum
potentisl, Concrete steps must be taken by each organization to develop it into a trend
with definite viewpoints on all major issues. :

The p@&ﬁa&y@cﬁ_tr liction to solve inlailding the trend has been correctly identified

89 the dovclopment of an_id gleal center. And the primary contradiction to solve in
building the center is the Bevelopment o plan based on a sound analysis 6fthe objective

stato of forces in the trend, country, and to some extent the world.

. -
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to tho many-sided. (On Practice, Mao)
Vo belleve that this shounld be a gulding ideclogical principle in building both tho
trend and tho conter. Tt moans that we must correctly assess at osach historical moment
what the state of our forces is and then what next step of contralization is possible and
necessary. Having this principle uppermost in our minds at all times will help combat
tho idealism and impatlence we are a1l pwnne to because of the urgency of our tasks.
It means wo must always devise the next step by leoking at both what wo want and where we
are at, ' ) :
Vo must also use thhs principle in approaching our ideological strugele together,
Tho unity in the trond is cibyonie, undeveloped and untested by scrious strupglos botwoen
uge Wo nust always sumnarizo tho unity we do have as on introduction to strugrles over
unrosolved questionsy following the principle of unity, criticlem, unity. Wo feol that
the eonferences sponsored by tho Committeo of Five over the last year had dual purposes;
firat & stigatothe—wleus dn the frend, and second to ventralise-our-most-advanced
understandings. Wo think that each conference should have been summarized in a timely
fashion by the organization(s) sponcoring ite The rcports should have covered what
issues were addressed at each confercnco, what twe line struggles occured, what new
unity was reached (even if unformalized), what quostiona-were not resolved or addrossed,
and what was learned in genersl about the trend and its organizations through their par-
ticipation in thoe conference and the documents they distributed. If possible, we still
Teel some sort of summaries should be done. Any future confercnces ought to be summarized
in this fashion, New organizations Jining the trend should be given these documents
traclng the development of uvnity.in the tremde =~ -

As HMarxists we know that knowledge dovelops unovenly from the shallower to the deepers
Glven tho partlcularities of our histories it is only natural that there will be uncven
dovolopment within the trend and within organizations. g

Redao the people’s idenlogloal Lovel step by step. It is impossible for

all peoplo to have the same ideological level and political consciousness.

Thorefore therc is a differonce between the advanced, the medium, and the

backward. The majority must bo taken into consideration when fldenlogical

education 1s being carrled on. And tho mothod of education most acceptable

to the majority mist be used so that they gradually aro avalsed to an ade

vanced Loval, (Basecd on axperionces of the PLA, Ly Honggl, 1966)
It ds our exporlenco thnt where nneven devolopmont 1s extremo, it is o bipg obstacle to the
developnent of deepor wndevstinding and vnified activity., A woale theorobical grasp of a
auestion esn lower efferntive pelitical struggle and hide differences in principie. Wo
think that learning from pivanced artporlonce 18 ono of tho keay woys to lessen uneven dee
vclopment, This educatlonal work 1s eruclal becauso our centor must be built on firm
agrecacnt over ideologleal 1line.

Iearning from Advanced Mmerience Unity is bullt by centralizing the most advanced
ideas and experiences,’ and popularizing them throughout the trend, It is only through

the creation of a stronger center that the principle of loarning from advanced expericence
can sericusly be put into practice. The center can diroct us to Pearefully seck out the
cdvanced experience of the masses in a loeality, sum it up and popularize it" (On Summing
Up Eiperienco, Peking Review, 3/21/69)s It is tho hoart of the dialectic betyteon loeal
and national work, and part of tho strugple to put ideological work first in party building.
Summing up Beperience is crueisl to our thesrotical work of devaloping a Marxism for our
cpecife condltions, ’ ' § - ‘

Sincec a characteristlic of dogmatism is its inabilitvy to learn philosophy from living
resllly, the dogmatlsts aro bound to fail to learn from the most advanced aspocts of that
realitye Tho dogmatists are unable to summarizo and popularize the advanced experionco
which marks the diroction of the dovelopmont of a process, 'l ~ They are unable to
load bocause they cannot forsee. - ‘ Bt i |

Ho know from history that learning from advanced experience is a key principle of
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' Moxt Steps - Pxpand tho Steoring Committee, Create a Journal, Decpen Principlos of Unity

Yo seo three concroto steps that are needed now, First we must oxpand the steoring
committeo, as the work of bullding the center is more than the Committes of 5 can handle.
They should guide this process; recommending from their experience so far, who it should
include and how it might function.

Second the new center must develop an internal theoretical journal to aild ldeologlical
centralization and development., The new steering committee will have to come up with a
plan for the journal as one of its first tasks. We think "that an organ having a definite
tendency will prove qulte suitable both for the purpose of expressing various viewpoints
and for comradely polenics betueen contributors" (Lonin, CW Vol IV p. 327) Weo think the
Journal is necessary to decpon the principles of unity, At the same time, while tho
principlos as they stand are sufficlent to start the journal, they must be stroengthened
in order to sustain it,

Third, wo necd to doepon the principles of unity $n order to give us a cloarer

3

understanding of who. should be memboers of the trend. ~The focus-should be on deepening

e

the principles on dogmatism, the international situation, and party -bullding,

Deepen_the strurele avound dogmatisme If we do not grasp dogmatism strongly and
uproot it, it will crop vp again.in new forms, The Chinese experience in the years 1927~
1935 is instructive, Threos times ultra left lines re-cnerged beecause the root error of
dogmatism was not sufficliontly grasped and destroyed. We must Aeepon our ideological grasp
of dogmatism by clearly defining itj¥grasping how it functionsy by understanding how it
cah grow on the soil of empiricism, how it relates to scctarianism, and what methods we
cah use to combat it.,

“There is great uncveness in understanding among those who share an anti~-dopmatist
porspective, Somo, while thoy reject dogmatism on all points have yet to bring that
rojoction to a positive exprossion, They can critique dogmattsm but they have yot to pro-

ido an adequate altornative, Others broak with dogmatiiom on only one or two points and
share common assumptions on the remaining ones. And many opposo dogmatism on instinct
rather than analysis; their anti-dogmatism is necossarily superficlal and uneritical,"
("Deaft Resolution on tho Strgple for the Party", PWOC) As part of rectifying this
sltvation, wo need to annlyzo the role dogmatism has played in tho recent history of

the movemont. Wo must know concretely how it has functioned, what it has cost usy, znd how
it has beon combatted,

With this analysls woe must arm ourselves for tho fight against dogmatism. It is a
stubborn enemy and will not be defeated without repoated battles, Dogmatism has enjoyed
hegemony over the party building movement for years, fostered bjﬁgectarianism that has
plagued our revolutionary movement, In most cities dogmatlshts are domhnant, botter
organized and consolidated; sble to spread their claptrap easily through national networks,
Wo must turn this situation avound, foreing dgrnatism on the defensive, and finally isoe
lating it. Only a national center can direct the battle against- dogmatism successfully;

through ideologiqal struggle, centralization, and education.

W Solidify our dnternational lincw=aTho UsS. is the main enony.  An examination of real

““events in the world today will clearly show that the U.S. bourgeoisie is tho main encay
bﬁh\pf tho wrld’s people., Howover, there are forces within the anti-revisionist moverent who

aro willing to collaborato with U,S. imperialism. In order to consolidate our break with

dogmatism and rovisionism on the international question and fulfill our responsiblities as
proletarian dnternatlonalists, wo must coon produce a major document arguing our lino de—

cisivelys It must rake clesr why we sec the U,S. as the main ecneny, and how that view is

critical to building a new communist party in the era of imperialism, It must define the

special responsibility we have to ald the struggles of those nations directly oppressed by
UeSe dmperialism, It must outline what our approach to soclalist countries should be.

It must suggest a beginning approach to investigating the nature and role of the Soviet
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“Unlon intornationally. ALL of this must be dono in the closest connection to our prace

tical tasks as proletarlan snternationalists in the heart of the imperialist emplire. .
Vo must clearly summarize how our line differs in practice from that of the collaborationists.

Centralize and Dacpen the Party Bullding Principle. It is no accident that our

understanding of dogmabism took a qualitative leap during tho party declaration trend.

As we £aw the results of dogmatism played out in ultra left acts toward the masses, we

understood the necd to oppose party doclaration in order to build the party. We fedl

tho trend's central unity is around party building. Given that party building is our

central task during the period, we think that unity around our approach to that task must

be despencd and further centralized. Wo aro not clear of all the work involved, bub thinlk

it must begin with 1) a strong summary of the party bullding conl eronce in Baltimove, 2)

a close study of party building papors within the trond, cspeclally PWOC'S, SUB'S and
q:ﬁﬁu Comite's, and 3) decpening tho étrugglo‘witﬁ*uuurdian pround its party bullding Lino,

Bullding an ideologlenl conter involves a struggle for clearly dofining who should
be a member of tho trond based on unlly with ideologleal, organizational and political
1lines. The Guardian does not agree that fusion is the essenco of partybuilding. Although
they oppose party declaration dn yvordsy “they uphold’ $t7in prectico. = We think that the
Guardian has played an importent role in the rovolutionary movement and continues to
provide leadership around proletarian internationglism. JMowever we fedl the Guardian
must do a tbewvough self-critlciem of its position on partybuilding, or leave tho tronde

i T &

~_ Wo hope that tho above thinking holps in the struggle to creato an ideologlcal
contor for our trend. Wo are anwlous to road the proposals from other groupde

Dovelop the Tr¢ndww;Build tho Ideological Centert

The los Angoles Work Group
11/15/77 *




