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The strugsle for a nglet&fia world outlook is not
the fact thet hourgeols ideology is the dominznt world
society, and that we have cerbﬁaﬂly not mads ourselvsas
ideology simply by becoming revolulienaries. Buj 1t is
struggle since a non-dialeectical, metephysienl world outl
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foundasion for both dogmatlsw and pevislonienm withon oul WMOVIIGUG.
The =31 atrupggle against petlv Lourzes
o LTWC T 1} understanding in 8 practical =
ths nsca: cormmuniad organizatlcn; and 2) ¢
unity of th 2nd practice, understanding tant
fei only a8 L - pged, axd on the other hand, ¥
maserial o rs somathing only insolar ag we
¢ ia wre, thes covmmnist llos beec
; ax ed in practies. It was € ¢ on
on thess thilpgs that eveniually
ser w6 will try o deoeusent throu
pwewling =3 how petit bourgeols ideology
foroe, ul supportad by the majority of ths

w3t arez, concsrning the devalopmeut of 2
o & koy cms very eerly im DMLG's 1ifa.
0 in Ssptsmber, 1975, it appearsd shet

£, .tncoreticel, politicel, and criapisz
constitute s=n intepral whole in Lenin's
Withouls obsarviog each and ll of the

ble Poatar in & party the spirif ol
malce it a guiding force in the building

o
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Lenin elsborated the Pariy’s organizaticpel prinod
of Party 1ife end principles of party rLeaderealp,
fulfill its venguerd vole unleas it ic e highly o
tant sectiica of ths workinmg clazs, Lenif noisd
sucesed in fulfiliing its historlicel migalon

cal unity hsd to be bmeked up LY ovganizsation:

to V.I, Lenipn On the Preleterian Pargy of & How

in fact, ong of our first politieal struggies Took ple e arousd This
guestion.

The presurser to DMLO had been the Detveit Independsu
Pormed by the coming together of gsaveral M-I study group

colloctives, and some individusls siriving Lo cund :
a glean break from the degmetle trend within the ML

struggle for preater thecretienl, politisal, aﬁé‘argmmizaﬁlc
of the left us azn initial step toward party-bullding. The
was predominently white end petit bourgzols im elsss baekgs
with most having collegs degraes and meny ia profeseional
nurses, Lewyers, community college teachore . and siudents!
aame to the coalition out of a warisdy of politicel hist
Trotakyism, nArTow nationalism, socislist feminlem, Boggs
ievois of political development {some boeing ssason
othsps wepe very new to Marxism-Leninisnl, there :
sut proecess so that many with stroug differances lef
coplition. Oiven the political mix of Tthe goub.
uniting us politically at fivst Wwes cuY common re
tiats), we spont the Tirst four mouths oF the Co=
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when fr““ months of ¢o ﬁm;*qi ¥
guestion, tw
regente
0119rni¥8
ag e u.ieaeag the role of
1 werking class zha “ﬁ*+y of
party-building) as well as
is end the USBR &5 a co-ocgn
ately, with ths Dsirols Col
avelcpment of politieal unlty
consclideting into a denccratic-ne
at setions we took w ld be unified
Y agresd upen ??amewefko Hoat of tfﬂ-
<t€d sfter soms debate and nocificatio
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rincinlies of uﬂltya The nejorit by pes g
ed bafors agreeing Lo the ﬁagvo Ration th
S8R, and that we were unwilling tc conduct
ic gl ferr that -us divoreed from collazetive o
ityu The Destroit Collective then proposed wh“:
n there wez insuificlsent unity to wove %o a :
s we should remain a coalition, eontinue to z2h:
and struggle ideclogiceily te develop sufficle
g national organizstion. Having apparently go
some erganizatiocnal changes of thelr own, the DC mow Psll
to "encoursge loeal forme te conscelidete a la PWOC." Agein
disagresd and acceptad the Cass Trumbull Collscvivsis pos
Hihe weak level of unity of a eodlliticn is irnsuffizisnt to
the Lﬂbﬁr’ﬂ’ strugsls ndecessary to build thecry and proetic
cannot puild discipline and resmmnsibziﬁ"v and ecaunad
cr4”501 m/self-criticism as effectively as a democratii

?g?*iqaﬁ ON...21l1l Pactors mﬂWQh are nscassary for build
work in prectice and study." The Detwronit C qliecﬁlv
coalition and disbanded, with most of its membdrs jJ

others, with the exception of twoc members, cchsolil ?.
Marxist-Leninist Organization.
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What i significant %o our discussion herc is that Lk
felt that we gid have sufficient peolitical unity to mov T
they wanted an ‘organizational form that demsnded uaity i

end accountabillty., We recognized that there
dafined pciitlcal differeaces that had not surfeced or !
given ocur gensaral 7rim1tiaeness and uneven developmant, bub

united arouvnd the hellsf that those differences could cnly

-

and resclved within the cantext of a demccratic-centraliist

"
-

In the poginning, people were energetic in moving shesd
four orgenirationslly-agrsed-to goals: 1) consolidate the o
2) develop cur national aid loecal party-buillding tlss: 3}
industrial and natlonal minority base: sudl) devslop ocur

W
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understendin f VoL and ovsreome uneven fevelcs

of the srgani on went without serious r 2

i8S elaugeé nieh foar out of 1ts five mas £5
BUPLsG ity position in %erud 19 ?,h Cent
1uclv colly and preact g1 adsa

as ¥o k codre who had Y 3] ol
durin ion and wers seer daveloping Leade
nond wes eleqtzd to communicste with othe

gnd d thorough understending of party-bul
grouH along czlicg%ivgly defined lines of
bagen © 31 pLﬂz+a¢ﬂ@ 2tudy on the Ilational Question
prinasy 1oyving anbi- %acisb work Torward. Weo %pgr”;c%rh
orpgrniz i) a@al wlith uneven dsvelopment anﬂ the feel:
truzt 1 ed from the majority of peop?’“s asth experi
sectari dognatic mathods of llﬂ Mevelag.gau {OL, RU,

Ws glss 4 into coalition work with CLéPﬁ RCY, and OL,
conteetd orgenizations out31au of Detrolt.

After the first six months our accomplishusnis es
waere significant. We had developed MLO positions on i
newly-inplementsad Detrois busing plan, We had & _progranm
for a city-wide women®s organization and heipsed rovide le
the Anti-Tumerialist Action Coalition, which ﬁﬂs fPiﬁF "ﬂhl
ground Southern Africa, We Qe?eleﬁG 8 elty=wids or >
gressive health worksrs and professionals, bsgan o
geries, began cavcus worlt in sgveral gnxvstWqu wumw
a s“wsko&g eround uﬁﬂmplxymart, initiated & g
developed tiss uith ths wrend snd PWOC iuhfﬁlgh whieh e
poaition on the donger ol dogmatism)a Wa alse werruld
ineluding three Blaek cadre, Commizslions uwdre sel
tnderstanding of the "burning qudssionz” facing the
Clearly, consolidating the organization haed noved

Differences Emergs

Witkin that preg? 1868, DoWever, Ware some ssrliocus o
materia) base within key gections mf the wariia_ ¢clasa
We had ovly two cadre seihuslly working in ipdustrisl
68 others had voluntesped %o gebt plant j&bs, oY vere 2o
ing 1t, job-nunting was progresslng very slowly. Furih
racist work was minimal., We had limited contact within
zvaten through which %o do on-going uwork arsund the bLus
there was 1little setlive opposition e £he plan, The 2o
work around scuthern Afriea was short-lived. Whe? made
sven more difficult tc overcome was a growing resistapce %
sentralism coming out of pstit bourgeols idealist notions
build a communist ergeni:ation, This rssistunce wos manil
wumbar of ways over the following months up until the apli

1. A numbser of work assipmments and osur aizemonth n“ﬂr

roloped; then not followed through, with 1litiie or no szple

2. Some ztudy commisgsicnzs met infveguently Iif at gil.




eir prograess and 3 <
into problens
1t aelp they D
24 as aised Eu’*d
Siﬁﬂ@d Lo commiasg:
2 is ignored the fa
B 3 tevesd speeifically t
sngwer que nz relating to ths organ
analysis of the politleal econocuy o of |
' z paitern ﬁf
3 Fe i ERRERCHE re-cons
decigion: nesa ciaooas had

0
cnes Gooided e “ﬁﬁ the indivi:
menta kop guzuim: chall,ﬁg*dg ra=gag
She, tying up hours of work g“@‘p
aal :cs:.gniaq and fellow<through.

b4

L. We bec:me bogged down in subjecilivism
5_-:

Ak s cussie ‘
problzms begen to take pracsedenss ovs dlzeuasicnr of meass o
the work groups., Personal priorities began to tala orogs :

y

organizetional priovities. For ezample , Buo members
{gixeuecol) vecabions without working ous gnlleet?
their abuwac- would afi'sct thelr or ?ﬁjlfdtiCZQL
meant that a oﬂkw"lc@ study grouap which had besn
nany months nﬁd te be noqunaned In Bhs o%hs :
leadership gap in the ¢ which was obl y deals
poized by someone 8186,
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5. Some ¢adre resisted taking initlative o su
to the best of ch%ir abl “,th in light o cur stated

goalg and Bfinui} las of unity. Instead, scar
for not providing them with the lsadersh 1ip ns
s subsiitute for enelysis and accouniabiliyy.
the theoretical groundwori wag 1lgid for doiag
{such =& wnemploynent w vk), decislicus ware
goma peonls without resistancs.
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the? had bﬁaﬁ fec@pnlzad énd tak?ﬁ on in & djn@Lﬁ“mJ"'
pately, liberalism snd subjectivism van raupent,.

DVLO ucﬁuﬁa?tly celled for greater ec ouataju’i

iniciative, yot these criticism were 1abeled "a g

®subjective, A "nechanistic,” and "bursaveratie.”
Afte? the first six months or so, the Jeniru Comalite
thig pesistonce o be Eamikgkmg posing A alrnifxﬁa‘n enouzh
warrant an organizetion paper on democenblic centrelicn--hiou
and how it should funciion in DMLO abt thal p'“tiﬂﬁTw timo.
00 seecopted the critieclsm chﬂ? "we ahould e muwv censoiouy
the overall ;olib esl quesilons with whi ﬂh the work grouvos
Zrap ple,” they slso recognized that they ahnula ot lay ; i
sngwers to organisational questions, Ws eouldn’® if we wanted bo.



The ressoning bshind this was that "one aspect
ig the necescizy of asnalyzing ideas and sxperle
osutlook iz going to be corrsct, we must have Th
idoans, and c¢ollective mass work exverience. and
sround those guestions, But to be really coiie
rake 1 ~0% responsibilisy. ALl of us must
Ta8S 1 gzle to devslop tis 3
pert : n and éraw the peunsrel poliil
Work dual analyses can thau he Ia
o Fif ant more collecotive 2
The & 1088 1essons should
00 wh struzgladfurther ir th
aniza S s politicsl outlock and strais :
In this wey, | 4311 reflest the fullsst relationshiy
el ang seliective, democraey and centralism.”
Token out of coniext, this quote might lead o tie sonel 54
the OO had an empiricist approach to She developmont of 1ino £ 5
in which the whole 1g simply a prastical sum-up of its paris.
must alse be kept in mind, howasver, is the fact that the fraly
seme time pusihing for ths gsensral sheoretlcal taslis of th e
signs 5o be complsted., Although thsre was no elear cppas

agalysis that roorly-functionling democratie contrallsm waes

~ionasl problem and khat strong tendencies touard Liberalism, 2 vlisl,
amd were holding back our work, there was only ggreement in =k
Wwhen offorts were made to link those tendenclies to spaciric

tndividusls, we heard the familiar refrain, "that's belng duresucr .o,
not political.® Petit bourgeois errors wsre usually abbtribubed o

"the other guy." '

, The struggls around how to bulld a coumunist organizati i
10 a slightly new form with the Central lowm: ttes electlions it f
of 197&. Unforitumately, sudjestivism muddied the lines ol ais :

gset up strawman avguments. Ths pogitione were errunecusly cl ad
as "some people understand the importance of lioe, program, £uc & »

politicel leadership,"” while cthers (i.0. those who had haan In th
najority or the previous CC =8 wa2ll as those who agreed with the
wented the CC to be only a bureaueratie, aduinistrative bvody
group represeniatives taking 1littls responsibility for provi
el leadership: or, as one person characterized L, "3 $le,
view vs. the consolidationist view.® Wwhat got lost in The d
wes the fact that both sides spgreed that the CC should be s
leadenship body. Wnat we disdgrest on was what thal weunt
fay DMLO at that point in time, 6 clearsst proponent of
ve. consolidationist" argument ran for the CC on the anaiye
Heme CC needs to be more of o political bedy to develop more oi
yisw,"” The platform for his candidecy put forward the folliouing
for DMLO, (as if they had not been agreed Lo as ovgenizational
from the beginning):

a. 0OC provide politieal direction

b, development of DMLO cadre including internael study . and vol

debste to clarify line
c. Mdevelop a DMLO presenes...through the deovelopment of Timorpl
the whole organization'” attitude
d, recriyitment

b
*_:'e""!::fa £ b et

¢
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e oy




The other anclysis, supportsd by wmeny who later led
aree witl 10se tasks but also pufb Ao:uard the
e e itical direction for “he orgonizall 13
bod fo in some instaness just ipgnorsd o
sue 7 ma jor aspect of politieal leader . i
isc cel srrovs and %Lndﬂncier that ~
Aev his we had tried to do, rsrhaps
gzl endenticies toward ideslisr, litera o=
8M, on also held that dsvelopment of £¥:
an g CC oney hbut also dvmauﬂs soecoun £
L on iu cﬂeriaa out of taskis snd iri &
¢ ns or fanizmlﬁon s analysis Thie d iy
: sudy cormissions had boen Teﬁtiﬁ; 2
IUrMALAE R th uork, we would auvtomatically have al 3
= gorrect line and program, Bui as long a&s this waan' &
wouldn®t sven hove the basis for developing & corrs
end stratepy '
The overwvhelming majority voted in favor of the first
howevey, and a new “C was olected, with only one cut of it 51T 8
nolding ths ulﬂO”Ty position. The nsw JC waes glven a clea
Tdev a?ay more of & political view,™ Althouzk ve dilsagresd ul
L&jc’lt“ position, we felt we shcuLd test out zhe 1line in prec
sssuming that if it was iacorrect, that would be discoversd as G
uated tho position at s later palnu& Unfortunately we found ouf o
our assugptlon was wrong; because we had never gotten o the rooh ol
whe pre%lams in DILO, and becauss thers was reslstonce to criticid
ob Jective evalumu*un, the me jority s%till felt nine months latar v
we were "adrift as an organization, with little peolitical developman:
and no organizasional grcuhbu"
Although ths gquestion eof how to bulld a comrtinlst orga
ues & fundmment 51 one for sveryone coucerned with party- lh'
there wag &l aven MOre fundamental cuestion uaderly ying i 4
understand the ﬁﬂﬂlﬂc*1 al unity of th@o*v and L?Q:ubc; %
of line oud p?cgﬁaa development? Hore the dilfercuces b
the iines of what wes &ssantially an iibsbist bsr’“ bews
va, what uve f;e‘ is a more ms iterielist approach LP b
The menifsstations of idealism on this question wevae ah
the bistory of DMLOC
i, Wanting ell the answers before we ceuld take ths [ B

questian“ aEth were beyond our organlizatiocnal ability
given point in time; falling to understand that as devel
¢ pelativelw new crganization limited bl a loecsl purepe twva
wosin from the shallower to get to the deeper,

"Marxists hold that in human soeclety setiviiy in
devslope step b ¥y step from a lowsy to & highar laval
gonsequently man's knowledge, whother of rature or of
olso developa step by step from a lowsr tov & higher lev:
fror: the shallower to the deeper, from the eriwﬂlﬂed 0
gidad." (Mao, On Practics)
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Rxample #1: Tuo cadre whose mase work >
sgyiag i “becaunse we have not defined wi ng go-
for igoo nne work sre and which sre pr es, Ul
v2lidity of thisz work is often in quesilio thout =
within ths wmore longerange strategy, cur mess work can cul
apontanesus advences at beat and the stifling of curselves
g8 rsvcluiiona g &% worst.” Thelr proposal included &v
sreciice throu defining: "What is a mass organizatior
end how thoey czn or cannct coantribute to eadrs devalop
a cofzs groun? a study group? a party? How are Lhess o ¥
related? IHow can one hselp build the other? How can y SHR 4
cut of thess groups, or can you? If not, how can you s s
seicngness~raising to soeialist building®™ Although it ls leg 4
tc ralse gencral questions around sur work, the ceoubtexi sad to 4
theilr paper and discussion negsted the fact that special work .
our npproach to perty-building was being done, and that 1t wa?

aconsiderad ons of oupr strongest areas. rurthermore, our per tio
in the Comnitise of FPlve was proceeding well, and sat we enpec
needed woas beginnimg sume-ups of mass work to deepen ocur und2rsiand
of fusion and begin to answer some of the questions they hel raizs
Inatead, decisions and suggestions on houw to move wers rejectald
aimply not being scted on, with the onus being put back on the <o et
tion for no% providing enough leadership.

Example #2: After ovgsnizational approvel of sn approseh oo
o working class women's organizetlon arcund some kay programusile
several cadre assigned to the Woman Question Study Cemmlssicn bzjav
challenging that decision on %the grounds that too many thacresissl
guestions wers baing left unensuered, end thet there wors undalyis
but undefined political differences arcund the Woman Guastion,
beirg ignored was the fact that we weore opersting off of a beglinu
theoretical understending of the specisl oppression of women, =il
we needed further pracitice and study to deepsn thas uncerstonding
they wore ipnoring the faet that it was alse Sheir respon
help answer those wore ccmplex theoretical guestions and
they thought the politleal differsncesg usre,

L

A veriation of this fallure &0 build from the shallowar
dseper was the tendency to mssume we were operating In =z pel
vaguum, with no line or program or basis of unity. This was
thems, up to and inecluding the split, znd became a scapejeas

-

people hadn't moved off dead center in some areas. In faet, wus

formed TVMLO avound certain prineiples of unity, and inilact, we
developed 1line and prograsm in certain koy areas such as trade vl
work, work in health, organlzing women, the Natlonal Queaticn, =
Front. What we hedn’t done was to systematieslly implement and
uante ouw developing Tine and program, The majority was satlz

cnalyzo our organizational problems from a metephysieal and elwiule~
srgument: We don't have line and program because psople eru'fh
neesssary work becsuse we don't have line and program bo guids Than.

2, Feilure to look a%t how differing lines wdre being implemenisd iv

oractice to determine the correcitnsss or ilnecorrsetasss eof a pouitl

]
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For sxampls, 0% the same time that thos2
icized for wnot umnderstanding, or cbst

ment, many of the ascomplishments poi

wers ereas in which people who later

izl lszdershin (7-hour dey campaign, : ghug
svend, working 2lass woments organizetion, Dot
Pabients? GCouncil, interunal educational work i
party-building). Apparently to the wmajority
pudling but in one’s own head., Through soue 1
they c&w us Gowoplaying the importeanco of

we were helping to develop it. Again Mao
e grnih of anyt knowledg @ or theory is
tive Pzslings budt by objeective resulis in

5. 8
B NOT
. o ELE S

3, Fgiling to appreciats fully thse necessity of o roterisl bhros
key sesciicns of the working class 22 a fundancntal part of The ¢
ment of prograwm snd line.

Tihoaver wants to know a thing aas no wey of doing ao
except by coning into contact with it, that e, by liviug
{practisipz} in its euviromment...If you want fo wnow a o
thing or a certalin class of shings directly, Bou must Her-
sonally pariicipate ir the preactlcal strugzle to 2 hangs
reality, tb change that thing or class of thingn, fdy ouiy

thus esn you come into contaect with then as nhencomena: only
shrough personal participetion in the practicsl strugzlic Lo
change reallty can jou uncover the essence of thet thing oz

i z b
class of things and comprehend then," {Mao, On Praclics’

=

Tho muEh clearest example of this came cut in polemi
how we interpreted placing primary smphasis oD tas induas
class, Some of us who left DMLO argued thal 1% wns z ze®
anizational problem tha% of the eight or co peopla uwhe ha
wanied o geot industrisl Jobs, most had either ehangsd the

over a year later or had dropped out of the organ.as ey

)

&
we still had only three peonle inm auto and ousz cther in a
job. This, we ssid, would necoagsiiste locking orpsnlzsll
obstacles peopls felt in gesting plant Jobs, as vell &3 ¥
the work of people in secondary aress o further (avelon
hass., The majority felt {(although they eculdn’t doguwen
had besn "lmilt-tripping” psople imto gettlng plint Jcbs
the maig Lactor in bullding our base wes developing a 12
that would attract workiag class neopls., I respouse ©

the minerity paper said:
"o correctly oppese gullt-thippleg into pizuts cannot...bo
g5 a rationale for ignoring the basic, cbjeesive politiexl Iruth

the two key areas on which our lime and progran must ke hased un”

which it must return are ths industrial working slase (in Dat
1ike i%t or not, this means aute) and the blaek cotmunity around
reslity of national minority oppression, It 1s 3inply comnan
that LT we havend: the material bass within our crganization o«
sut dey-to-dsy wovk, to test apd develop line and progysm, sur |
becomes twica as hard, Nob impossiblz, but hawrdel. {Loakinz) «

oA,
ey e " e
¥ o A A
e o
- 5 L o
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materipl bace within the organizatiocn iImpliss some besic shiiging

in opganizationcl works. The tons of bhe majority peper is i

doesnlt reelly mztber whore we are placad, to whom we ars aces

ee lonz =8 we have “eorrset" line and make an cccesional respee
raefoerence: to i sseumed “inpewuancﬂ of the industrial world '; "
What the majs of the CC ignorss with this view is 2 wmate '
app-oseh bo ! line iz developed znd the relatliorship of nrc

linge.-il £ idealism must be stopped before it beocone

and inf re organizetiono.lt {Addendurm te CC Minoxiis

prosent body mesting 9/77}

. Wot roeo Pn'f.ug the igiportance of implementing a 1l

agreed upown, tvesting it, summing it up for evaluation af th V8 .
UMarxists hold thet msns social practice elone is the ﬁ’i:ar_ﬁn o1
the Srubh of his knowledge of the externel world,..What actually
happens that man's knowledge is verifled only wuihen ne seileves the

251

z 18
&ﬁ?lcipste regults in the process of acclel practice.” {(Mae a.
cice)

A geeﬂ exanple of this occurred eround cup developmani of tho
dual system ﬂﬂ&Wyniﬁ on the Natiomal Question, which was present
zhe antl-raszism confersnce in Detreit in Jan. 197%. The orgeni:
had collcetively studied the Hautional Question for four mouths
™MLY wes first formed, A study commission was then glven resu:
for developing & further anelysis to be brought before tha orp :
Eight menths leter, in esrly November prior to the anti-racisw cos
enee, a Tirst dreft was shared. It was ¢riticized and radicol ob
sugzested., A accoﬂﬁ draft came o the work grours two wesis Lofor
coaference for seruially an up-or-down vobe as bthore we 8 0o siue
another drafi. Cr t:cisn wes secepted on the wdakness of tryling to
develod ﬁWgaﬂizztiﬂﬁal ilne without time for full erganizebionsl 1
but it was eszured that the line was only to be szharsed with cus
in the trend and 1o get thelr inpui, and that after Zhe cou
would be & third éraft and thorough discussion, Not only uas
done, bt thers wug alsco never any checking up dove to ssos E*:
waz Deing pub 1oio ﬂractice, never any evaluetion of the corr
the line Trom testiang it in pf&ctica or re-pvaluation of bne aF
analysiz op this besis, Several who later loft IMLO began w
ceitlaue of She dual system anclysis to shewrs with the evgani
the bullstin ir which it wes tec be included ysst*i*:@a ite feoous te
pavﬁywbuildinge The majority poaltion as reflected iu a paner g?ita:n
for the mesting et which the split occurred steted that e attiwz‘
ean?ﬁ“sncagbopﬂﬂvlded DMI.C am iwmportant experience in politicsl Zips
developmwent and s¢ rugglae

5 €
. -

b2

&

There 1ls, ol course, an Ilnter-relationship betweean the Luo
polets of diwﬂgrsewsnt {on bullding a coumunist corganization ani oo
correct relationshlp betwsen theory aund practice), ID one zs2s iho
abseluha neeessity of using praetice 28 a gauge For testing Line an’
wmeterial hese as an essentiel element of program dsvelopment. theu -
ciplined comaunist organization alsoco becogss asbsolutely eassntla
if, on the other hznd, one copsretaa off of idealist notlons of % %
maans to be Ypolitienl," if positions arve mseant to ve davelopsd rmaln.
gut of our heads and then not taken anywhere and evaluated, ther 1o




maefs cccovniablilisy end diseiplinse? 411 uwe need is & pol Lot

Iins months sfter taking office with 2 mandaite Yo i or
' ction, Bhe Centrel Gommittes called Tor 2
the hasls of stagnstiocn and baeclwmar
¥ the central contradiction in the or
the GO put out the position thatv "the
an orgenizational shayed political iin
of many of the &jparent difiicul LS
Niorch D tae PESL SLpLt nODTRS.T (empn E
cssencizlly & description of a problem wes pul fo i

on for the problem.

The minority posistion (initlated by the dissonilipng membar

CC) put forward that the central contradictilon in DMLO uss “our 5
Losk of party-building (the highest form ef proletarlsn orgar

on ohe hend ve. the leck of proletarilanizetlen withio NELO &

ignizecion was defined as "developing in our lins, program, on¢
the world oubleol of the proletariat.” which involved four osver
eapeets? 1) a meterisl bese within key sectors of ths working

th primary emphasis om the industrial working elgas, =2nd rei
n our organizaiional composition end mass work of a

e

4
@ @ oF ¢

w

§ete

itio

cpselal oppression of national mincrities and women; 2} devalc
nlesr polisical line and progrem that represeunts tha interestc
working clsss; 3) proletarian, principled methods of struggls o
oviticien/self-criticiam and L} functioning democratic-ceniral
The mincrity poaition further stated that The fivsht fwe agnacta %
primery, while the third snd fourih became significant losoiax
set up roadblocks to dealing with the first two. 4n sdde
to ths miroritr pesition expanded on the idea Tthet we did
1ine and program in scme arsas which wasn?t baing curried out
case wa noeded o leook et what "petit bourgeois beggage” w
carrying es an organization that nrevented vnity of acti
the sows petit bouvgedls baggage was holding us back fir:

&

|2

snd progrem devalepment, and this could only be ds
haek ©o specific atrengths and weaknesses measured
plan (whieh the majority had appevently dlemissed zs v
alse forgotbenle

(2]
‘:s

ol TR

 Whet the mivority position also began to do was to establieh

1inke batwsen idealist tondenciss within the owganization mx
gempositions

"The most general e lass cheractorization thaet ecsn be w

of DMLO is that ws ave madse up of vepressntatives of tae

ligsntsia--in that the vast majoriiy of people have coll

professional degrees, conbrary to the wmajorisy of peonle

this country. This definlition is bazed on Lenivts unogs

the term in One Step Forwerd, Tws Stepe Buck. Leuin
view of the inteliigentcia on a long quote from Eaxzl
(KX wae not, obviously, a renegede mat this peint in
Rauteky defines imtellectuel and iatelligentsia..."s
not only writers bnt in genmeral 31l gduceted (smphos
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¥y peon e menmbers of thae libersl professions, the brsais
WOrL {in Leskirg et our parblenlar hisiory, wsst cf ue
ot one or molc of these cabszories,..” (She intsllsctual’'s!
sty 1ife and bis conditions of labour are nat proleterios
apd =ives rise to & ceridelin antagonlsm in sentinanis
3¢ : sm isolated individual, the proletariat is nothiug
Hiz le strengihe, his whole progreas, allhis hopes =2nd z:o-
Dot amae sre derived from organizetlon...He fesls hig 04

on e feras pors of a big and strong organiem. . Quite

(3

i~ the case of the intellectual, He dees pot Tight
¢ power, tut by argumeni, IHls wespona are hls pare
-
.

ze, hie personal abllity, his perscial convietion:a.
th difficulty that he cubmits te being a part sub

= whols and then only from necessity, not frow in-
T ("Addardum to SC Minowity Posi‘?::'i--.or:,ﬁ 9/77)

speef § o0

= {3

The erguront of the mipority was not that because most ol &3
collaegs degroes, wWe Wers "doomed" %o be petit bourgeols intelloe .
Yor were wo pubting out ¢ "more-proletarisn-than-tnou" pesition, al-

a how some of the majority reacted. What we wers tryilug
5 e

i
v waz thab, no matter what kind of jobs we might hoid nov, ¢
miztories had set up condidions in which petit bovwegsols

personal hi
atpitudes and methods of work would flourieh. We had to weelize h
nnt bo purge ourselves of guilt, bubt to recognize and overcoms Lhoss

sendeneies and build e more prolstarien organinatiocn, This lins o

waid howe besn frmilier end well-recsived by at least some
v, who had prenosed very osrly in DMLO thet a special oo

sion be set up to study potit bourgeois ideology, which they fell u

s problem in the organizstica., Apparently they elther felt now thet

=1 had won ouy shiruggle sgainst petit bourgecis ildeology, or thas =0 © -z

only a problen when attributed to someons elae,

The majosity vosition had severls fundemental weakviesasns,
slaring uas the Tacht that it never evcn ettempted wo analyze Wiy
cpgsnization, after many months of sseylng khet lirng and program

went ware key, nad barely moved ahsad on its stated gomlis., It
imstond nobisTieod with the metaphysicel analysis Saal we nesds

3—5 Ckg i
sad lipe in order to develop program aud line.

Second, zubjectivism agsin reared 1ts ugly head Ho wuddle

of argument., The definition of proletarianization put forwer

iacrity wes reduced $o "belmg with the workers,” or bulldiag "3

catict of organizers vrather then a political orzanization,” In thls
coutext clsar, principled strugple becans impossible.

2 %
32 %

o

Third, the majority would give only lip~3npvice to the politizsl
jmpertancs of orgsnizational quesgtlons. The ninority ves crlislolzes
for seeing thse dif’iecvltiss in DMLO as cnly en aggregete of peracn
smprteonings and were callad burecueratic for ouy oneern with ¢ :
o3 1iberslism, asubjectivism, and idealism. I1 fach, we zaw livarall
end idealisn o8 orgenizationsl woeeknesses, as an incorrest world ouvlick
thot wes beoonling consolijated. Ths fact that thezxe ildeallat swrovo
weve mads wesh'd even thes fundemental problem, Loy errors can o2 Too-
si#%ed. Bui the fact thai the majority wefussd to even recognins i)

f
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those orrore were cerious ones and th.], they wers orgsnizetlous
nroblows, not just ipdividual ones, mois it Ympessible to move on

Them,

Sov ngs were apparent to us at this tiner Ilirsy,
of strug variations on an old familiar thome that
gled apa noncesssflly for many monthe., Second, we
the maj2 itlon c2lling for "political” leacsrship
provel i enrrect in practice duriug the previcus
gouldn?t falth fullow it for still anothesr yewm .
bnaw Cromn ¥ praciice tnd decisions made at the lazt mse
she mejoriiy eonslstently resisted objsctive evaluation

ut &
o
o g
P
L2
o

o
detormiy s gorreebnes: or incorrectness. Giver these
we fel:t we had ro choice bu © to leaves

I rebrospset, we cuh ses more clearly our owb arrcrs in e
)
v

53

neogses, some of vhich wire due %o our level of politiesl develeom
arhaps our moest Tundsmeirtal error was to mistake paper anlty for re
selitical unity. We assiumed that because people sald they uentel
build & Gamceretic-csntrnlist organization besed cin & cerbaln zeb =
neinaipled, that this was in fact the case. Waal we might have donc
when thers wes foot-dragrling, subjective challsnges to crganlzsiicar.
cecisions, or reference Lo our "total lack of political line,." was %o
nave gone back consistently to avproprinte principles of unity to dzi-
mine whetner people did in reality understand snd egree with those
osrinciples. We might slso heve referrsd to some of the elassiesl
writings on demceratic-centraliasm.mmd the scle of the party, end d4i:lio-
tical-matericlism during the course of the struggle, to have ghown %
~uy "bureaverat le¢”, "mect.anical” concerns wsre shewed by pooplc 1
ienin and Mac., Although thisz might not have changeG %he ouigone
the struggle, it perhaps would have clarifisd the lines at ap enrl
point, and put it iutc tie larger conlext of the Internoticnal 2om
movement.

egp

vy

BF L)

8 sscond wookneass wes osur inmability to sffectively combad tns
1ibaralism which became £ dominant trend withinm the organizaticn. Ve
wave variod ia our =2bility to carry out the strugrls. dspsundlng oo ouy
own level of political uidsrstanding or ability to overcime oux

fsm, On the other hand, a certaln base of practice ovar
was neceasssy to sateblich that an 1deaiistic view of communie® o
Y3atlon 2nd the theory-practice dialecSic wae indeod 2 coneclidrie
tendency aud not simply Isolatsd indivicdusel ervorr. s wotsld vot HEiva
1nd the objestive basis io draw these condluslons & year age., &
our poiisicel immeturity, political linss for most DMLO cadye too
while to ba sousolidated and recognizoed, Furtherunors, subjJsctivl
menifested in tears, snger, and distoriions--gsst up roadblocks
gombatting liberalism, as did an opposiag sonsollidated peltif bouzg.
1ine thet held officiai leadership durilog the lasgt year. This 1
ship identified liberslsim as a problon in the sbitract, bub rafage”
1o £id the struggle agairst it in most sconcrete situabions.
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Couing oul of Lhe giruzeslz. we hadss sevrapel soucluzians o =3
ita our :Lmraﬁayz
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1. The dauger of petlt douwgacls idenlogy and 1ts hold oh rum
ment sre VP“‘ﬁ Ag ths nﬂihu 2 - wa £zil %o Fecognide nd .
“inat idenlidnt wethods of g have i
‘ srivnis svz, 20th lelt
24 werd ueraly »
cagplat from the
gtae az thab He qes toying

viet 8a obatio 23 So whink ulab osetit be Lrﬂéﬁfﬁ
rigit acuditiong be norrnciwd. ar that those wbo have 4
wataricilist position in oau sivuetion can'i P7 20 maku pﬁa‘
idealigt eryoure In ancther. Thaveflorg., Lhs siry
idsolopy must be an onegolug, comesiyi, and unh cb&v« nﬂ?am
talres pluoes wlghin the framswork of ’no* P !-;i?p o Lnae
devalonnent of weveluficonery 3rgeﬁ1muthasx e whish 4e

anr p
But

25 In tho rbaence o' any rizong Adeclusival cenier and netvd
2} lezdar:hdp,che atrugele agilust ped i¥ coursenis cewdar
nmmh hardep. Ln¢:~ eslleLtives are thycun bask on thalr
theeretisal rersientlve nad orecticas egpoMescs Lo dag
thets are ip fast ouen laesgar Ly scopa, Under thesss cntil
sen mera sasily Jlourish, VWa paglly no2d Se worlk towmed :
thal pesioned 1¢q;ﬁrsaip gy pavapectite st bwotme 21 Yeulily,

3. The naed for stromng, eisapely interned tred poiacinlier
gpparent, for wivkout thas 1t ivr Iwssgcible bo build :
pETR org*ﬂﬁzati¢mf Howsver  wo woudde bt went oo woks bhe $6)
soncludiog thon, that wo at.ew.® have simply “*uﬂ*@* nhd s Lo
gur priveiples of unlity anc M L sipacics bofose sagag iy in

preuticos ang nakivg curgslves acepuntanle ¢ c ﬂo'” ahhey
1 the procans o Lrying Ye develop, toat ond, sl eyval
ca?lﬂct14ﬁ1v in taa yeal world thrs ws 'r‘“d hagia to glve
aud reccgulze 410 Cerences iu Zntsruratesion ., %9708 poves




