Political Education- THE NATIONAL COLONIAL QUESTION I

Reading Material:

FOUNDATIONS OF LENINISM
Chapt. VI - National Question

THE RIGHTS OF NATIONS TO SELF DETERMINATION - Lenin
Section 1 - Pages 5-10

4- All
8 - All
10 - All

MARXISM AND THE NATIONAL AND COLONIAL QUESTION - Stalin
Section I - Pages 7-16
hesis on the Immediate tasks of the Party in Connection
with the national problem (All) (separate reading)
Section Il - The National Movement

QUESTIONS:

1. What constitutes a nation? :

2, Describe the developement of nations under conditions of rising
capitalism, Imperialism, and socialism.

3. What is the relation of the national movement to theproletarian
revolution and why must the proletariat lead the national libera-
tion movement?

4, What is meant by self-determination of nations
A. What is a federation?

B. What is independence?

C. What is amalgamation?

D. What is regional autonomy?

E. What is 2 multi-national state?

5. What is the path to self-determination of the Negro celonlal peo-
ples today?

6. How does raising the slogan of self-determination in an abstract
way aid the bourgeoisie?

7. What changes have taken place since the Bolshevik revolution in

form and struggle of the national liberation movement?

NATIONAL COLONIAL QUESTION II

Heading Material:

Stalin- Foundations of Leninism. Chapt. 6, FLP, Peking 1970 pp 70-81
Lenin-Lenin on the National and Colonial Guestion, Peking, (All)

Mao - On new Democracy, pamphlet, also selected works pp 339-384

Stalin-The October Revolution and the National Question, Calcutta pps.

109-114

Stalin-Th e National Cuestion in Yugoslavia, ibid, pps 170-173
Stalin-The International Character of the October Revolution, ibid, pps

191-196




NATIONAL COLONIAL GUESTION II (coat)

Marx-Address to the Central Committee of_thé Communist League, vol.
III Marx-Engels Selected Works

1. Why and when did the national question cease being a part of the
bourgeoise democratic revolution and become a part of the prolet-
arian revolution?

2. Why don't the Vietnamese comrades fight directly and immediately
for the dictatorsh1p of the proletariat?

3. Can the bourgeoisie of an oppressed nation lead the nation to vic-
tory over national oppression today as the bourgeoisie of the
USNA did in 17767

4, Will there be a period of "new democracy"” in the Negro Nation?

5. Why do Marxists~-Leninists fight for the independence of oppressed

nations and not just self determination? Does this mean separation?

6. How have nations arisin? What social motions created them? Are

nations appeatring today? Dissappearing? Do they disappear under

socialism? Explain,

7. What is the relation between nationalism and internationalism in

oppressed and oppressor countries?

WOMAN QUESTION CLASS I

Reading Material:
Origin of the Family-Engels
Selections from Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin On Woman Question
Chapt. [

1. What kind of family or marriage form existed under the system of:
a. savagery
b. barbarjism
c. ¢. civilization
Describe the means of production in each different stage and what ef-
fect did this have on the family structure.
2. What was mother right? What relation did it have to group mar-
riage? What effect did the change in emphasis in production from
“agriculture to cattle raising have on mother right?
3. According to Engels why were women instrumental in the transition
from group marriage to pairing ma jage? What new element did "
pairing marriage bring into the family?
4., What was the origin of monogamy and why was it necessary that it
develope under capitalism to a higher stage?
5. What is the relationship between prostitution, adultry and bourg-
eois morality? How is this an outgrowth of male supremacy.
6. . What. conditions are necessary before women become emancmated?



WOMAN QUESTION CLASSII

Reading Material:

Selected Readings from Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin
1. What were the conditions of the working class in the capitalist
countries when Marx and Engels wrote the Manifesto and how has the
bribery of the working class from imperialist super-profits changed
the proletarian family relationship?
2. How should the Party fight against the ideology of the ruling class
to devide the working class on the basis of sex?
3. How does household drudgery oppress women? Why does this
reflect in male supremacy?
4, Why 1is it important to educate women politically?
5. In what ways did the USSR involve women in the struggle for Soc-
jalism? Why can this involvement of women take place only under
Socialism? Why not under capitalism?
6. Why have there been different forms of marriage for the three
periods of savagery, barbarism,civilization as described by Engels?
What is the relationship of the form of marriage to the means of prod-
uction such as primitive communism, slave society, feudalism, cap-
italism and socialism?
7. What does Engels mean by "the equality of women ‘thereby
achieved will tend to make men really monogamous than to make wom-
en polyandrous"? What are the differences between monogamy under
capitalism and under socialism?
8. Why is the demand for free love not a proletarin but a bourgeois
demand?
9. How are the attitudes toward the birth of children a reflection
of the different classes? i.e., peasantry, workers, petty bourgeois,
bourgeois and communist,.
10. What does Lenin mean when he says: "The communist women's
movement must itself be a mass movement, a part of the general mass
movement, not only of the proletariat, but of all the exploited and
oppressed, all the women who are the victims of capitalism or any
other mastery."
11. What are the "appropriate bodies" to carry out work amongst the
women?
12. Why must the struggle against male supremacy be waged by both
men and women?

WOMAN QUESTION CLASS III
T1f0 7ORIS 01" SOCIAL PRODUCTION

1igs Inmon borins hor book by stating that sho differs from oth--
ors who say that tho opprossion of women arises from a lack of partic~-
ipation in social production, tiss Inmen belioves that ..the oppros~ —
sion of womon ariscs from the material conditions of production. In o-
ther words, the opprossion of women stems from her participation in
social production, and as we will sce, this social production is the
hpusowork, cooking, cleaning, raising of children, ctc.; the household
drudgery wo have all grown to hate,.



TYO FORIS OF SOCIAL PRODUCTION (cont.)

o . 1. Ingels says there arc two forms of production. "The jproduction
. and reproduction of 1lifec, This implics on the one hand the production
_of means of cxistence ( food, clothing, shelter and the nocessary tools)
‘on the othor hand the seneration of children, the propagation of the
spocles,” iliss Inmon twists this to say that 1life i produced not more-
1y a biological process , but also by a social labor process, and in-
volves, amongst other things,the raising of childron and the necessary
tasks requisite to the daw-to-day production of the energy of adults.—
Thus she says that the social labor process includes not only the pro-
duction of the socially necocssary subsistence, but the daily things we -
do to keep going. She has begun to lay the basis for insisting that wo-
men participate in social production at home,

She goos on to say that " maternity is both a social function and
a phenomenon of nature under all social systems and cannot take place
except through a social labor process,' llomen are the creators of labor
power, That labor power is the only commodity born cut of the body of —
.a woman, Uomen, then, are production workers, since they create commod-
ities, T/omen also use labour power in the home; the cooking, cleaning
etc, Uomen labor in the home, thus contribubting to the value of labor
power, ' -

iliss Inman says all 'powers', steam power, slectric power, wind
power cannot be produced or utilized without labor powor, She equates
the production of these "powers"” with tho production of labor power.
- Without the application of labor power, labor power cannot be produccd,
i.e. bearing of children, cooking, cleaning, etc, "Vhen such workers
epply labor power to the other products, food, housing, clothing, etc.
for the purpose of producing and with the result that there is produced
an entirely new and different product: humangenergy, the commodity,
labor power, that is social production. ;

Sho insists that work in the home is social production. She tries
to prationalize thias by saying that women use raw materials, tools of
production, just like any other production worker., "ie spealk of labor
power beingz her (the wife) product in the same sense as we say that the
tires which her husband malkes are his product, not as lmplylng that it
is her property, but only that it is a product of her t6il," "Uncooked
inedible foods, the products of other workers, come into the housewife's
kitchen in the form of ‘raw materials and by the consulption (i.,e, that
portion used up, worn out) of a certain amount of tools of production,
appliances, kitchen stove, pots and pans, etc, plus the consumption of
a certain amount of the housewife!s labor power, These raw materials -—
are transformed into the finished product; cooked foods," " In the prow-
duction of 1life under capitalism, the value of the commodities consum=~—
ed by the workers family (that represent their average minimum require-
ments) and the value of the labor power ol the wife expendod upon them
to render them consumable, reappear agein on the market, but in a new
form, as the commodity labor power, "

Vives, liiss Imman says, are a necessary part of the production of -~
all other commodities, i.e., firestone tires, Gii cars, etc,, because with-
"out her the husbands wouldn!t eat, sleep, have clean clothes, etc, Thus
he-wouldn't be able to get to work and produce, The wife works for the
same employer as her husband by supplying hin with his day-to~day labor
power,



THO FORIS OF SOCIAT, PRODUCTION (cont)

Lastly, she claims that all classes of women are involved in this -
process, All women; ruling class , working class and peasant women per-
form this labor process, The subject of women!s oppression is broader
than any one class, 'Class differences and varying economic systems
in different countries, do have many effects on this labor process, but
such differences do not set this process itself aside,” Thus, ruling c
class women also are exploited under capitalism because they are-part
of this social production ~ the bearing and raisging of children - and
occasionally the cleaning and mending of clothes,

Let us now sum up what iisse Inman says: FTirst, women are ex- =
ploited because they participate in social production; this social pro-
duction entails the use of their labor power-in the home, Cooking, -
cleaning, mending clothes, etc. That women are production workers . .
because they produced labor power by having children, and that they
contribute to the value of labor power by their work in the home,

UHY HOT?

Under capitalist production we have a form of production called
commodity production. A commodity is a product of labor manufactured
(produced) for male and not for one's own use, The commodities have
two: values, use-value and exchange value., The value (exchange) of the
commodity is determined by the amount of socially necessary labor time
worked up in it, '"The production of commodities is a system of goc-
ial relatiomships in which definite producers produce various products
(through the social division of labor) and in which all these products
are equated to one another in exchange.

Labor power which is a commodity under capitalism differs from
all other commodities in the fact that not only does it have value ' ¢
itgelf, but it increases value, it produces surplus value, But like
all commodities the value of labor power camnot be realized until it is
exchanpged, until it is on the market, The labor power that iliss Inman
spealks about womeén producing does not conform to these requirements,
In the the house, the women do not expend lebor power, She works hard
but labor power is a commodity and a commodity :is produced for sale
and can only be realized in exchange, she , the housewife, does not sell
her labor power to anyone, In fact, it is the private property of her
husband, The biological process by which women have children is social™—
in the sonso that 1t contributes to humanity, because without women hav-
ing children, civilization would come to an end; however, it is not .
social in the sense of production, It is not a form of social produc®
tion, It is a biological procecas that takes place between two people, -
not the whole of society, Capitalism is nob just a thing, it is a def-
inite goclal relation. I[f we believe that reproducing children is part —
of a social labor process, we negate the fact that labor power is a com-
modity and that it can only be realized in exchange, Uhy else would a
capitalist want it? I he couldn't buy labor power he wouldn't have
surplus value, Raising of children and the propagation of the spec- -
ies is important for without it there would be no one, Iowever, repro--
duction is and was not limited to just capitalism, Reproduction took
place long before capitalism came into being, If we are to believe
that this process is part of the labor process then we must admit that
all women are exploited, ven ruling class women kmve children and




PO wOR1S 0.7 SOCIAL PRCDUCTION (cont.)

have always had children. And even a lew of these women take part in
the process of raising their children,

Cookin~, cleaning, mendin of clothes, etc., do not add value to
anything, The raw materials of uncooked carrots have no more value
after they are cooked than they had before. Adusty sofa has no nore
velue after it is dusted than it had before, Darned socks have no more
value, So her assumption that the housewife adds to the value of labor
power Dby doing all these things is incorrect,

The woman does not produce labor power, labor power is part of the
_.velationship between capitalist and worker, The exploitation of labor
power arises because of capitalism, /A man can be healthy, have clean
clothes and live in a clean houie, but if there is no capitalist to buy
his labor power then it is of no use, Tebox pou¢> depends upon the
copitalist and the capitalist depends cn the ~~sorker.for his profit,
{That is, the worker who sells his labor power depends on the capitalist
for his existence, and the capitalist depends on the workerts labor pow-
er for his profit.)

By what do we determine the value of the work done by the women in
the house? In production we do this by the amount of ssocially necessa
necessary labor time needed to sustain the worker, But the housewife
works all the time., 'hat shé does cannot be broken down into necessary
labor time and surplus labor time. The housewife -does not exchange her
labor power to anyone., She does not produce surplus value., The only
value her work has is to her family and no one else,  The husband could
cook his own meals, clean his own clothes and keep his house in order
without a womsn and still go to work and produce surplus value, lilss
Tnman's assunption that the man is dependent ofthe woman for these °
things just perpetuates male supremacys It leaves the door open ifor
saying that housework is a woman's job- no man can do 1t. If what iiss
Irman says is true, that the housework is social labor, why stop it?
Uhy not continue allowing women to participate in this production?
omen are not exploited or oppressed if what Iliss Tnmen says is true.
tlhat she says makes it sound like we don't need soclalism because
socialism would put the women into production and liiss Inman feels that
women already participate in production. If what she says is true,
capitalism isn't too bad, - :

But as commnistswe know that the workdone in the home is drudgery.
The most menial and unproductive work that there is. I would like to
quote two pgragraphs by Lenin about Household drudgery.

"Tn the old communistic household which comprissd many couples and
their children, the task entrusted to the women of managing the
hougsehold was as much a public and socially necessafy industry as the
procuring of food by the men, Uith the patriarchal family, and atill-
more with the single monogamous family, a change came, Hlousehold man-~
agement lost its public character, It no longer concerned society. It
became a private service and the wife became the head servant, excluded
from =1l participation in social production, mnot-until the coming of —
large-scale industry was the road to social production opened to her a-
gaing and then, only to the proletarian wife,

"Botawithstanding all the liberating laws that have been passed,
women continue to be a domestic slave because petty house work crushes,



™70 "ORIIS OF SOCIAL PRODUCTION (cont,)
strancgles and dezrades her, chains her to the litchen and to the nurse-
ery and makes her labor barbourously unproductive, petty-nerve raking,
stulifying and crushing drudgery."

So we. can see that this production that iliss Inman speaks about is
not a social process, but rather it is a private service done by the
woman for her man, It has nothing to do with production., le must get
rid of this burden on the women. ie must involve women in true social
production, Lvery woman must take her place on the production line,
They rust participate in the creating of the wealth in society and share
in it along with the man, Unless this is done, women will always be
oppressed, They will always be second class citizens, iiiss Inments -
formulations give the capitalists a good way’ of perpetuating male su-
premacy and keeping the women in their placeys in the home, And if .
needed they can work, but for lower wages, for what good is a woman
really for? House work and the propagating of children|

1. Vhy isn't the work done in the home "expended labor power" Uhy
déesn't the party raise the demand for wages for house work?

2, low does iiiss Imman's arguments lead to male supremacy and capital--
ist domination?

3, 1hat does Ingels mean by the two forms of production and how does
liiss Inmean distort 1t?

EDUCATIONAL, O SYWDICALISII

READING IIATERIAL:S
.1, Dialectics of the Leasue's Developement : '
2, BSyndicalism disarms the proletariat People's Tribune, vole3, no.l0

1., lhat are the main historical roots of syndicalism in the USIA?
(clags roots and organizations), Vhy is syndicalism the main trend-in
the left today? (tive some concrete examples of how syndicalism man-
"ifests itselr, o o
2. Yas the CPUSA ever a party of the working class? Ilow did syndical =-
ism and white chauvinism in the CPUSA manifest themselves in .
"American Sxceptionalism?"(On the ilegro question, factionalism,ultra-
imperialiasm) ' :
3, How does syndicalism in the trade unions divert-the proletariat a-
way from revolution and ultimately aid the fascists,and the revisionists?
Vhat is the importence of the communist party to the trade union move-
meéent?

. 'hat role did the Bolshevik Revolution play in the dialectical dev-
elopement of the CPUSA? Vhat role does the Chinese Revolution play

in the developement of the left today?

5, Vhy was the level of the CT. qualitativly higher than that of the
CPUSA in the developement of a real communist party? Uhy was the break
between POC and the CPUSA important in this developement?

6. "Although the theoretical and political projections of the movement
are syndicalist, the concrete applications trensform it into its op~
posite with weich it is completely united., 1In practice, syndicalism
(which comes from the left) is expressed as modern populism (which
comes from the right)" PT vol.3, no.l0 Ixplain this quote in relation
to growing fascism,



SYIIDICALISII (cont,)

7o iy mugt ilarxist-Leninists base themselves in the most oppressed-
and exploited and not the trade unions in this period of party build-
ing?

OPTIOWAL ADDITIONAL READINCG, Stalin, Speeches on the American CP,(3)
. Proletarian Publishers

HASTERING BOLSHEVISIL BY J. STALIN

1. 'hat were some of the warning signals of the Trotskyite-Zinovievist
bloc? Ulhat did these signals and warnings call for? Tlhat 1s real
Bolshevic revolutionary vigilance? -

2.. 'het is capitalist encirclement, and what are its dangers?

3, Vhat is a political trend in the working class: Uhy has present day
Trotskyism ceased to be a political trend in the working class? lhy —
did Stalin criticize the way some Party me bers were dealing with form-
er Trotskyites? Uhere toes the atrength oi the Trotskyites lie today? -
ihat were the errors that leadinsz party comrades in the USSR made in re=-
lationship to the Trotskyite wreckers? ihy were they made? Iow must the
Party and the people fight against Trotskyism? :

e 1that is the seamy side of success? U'hat are the dangers of success?
thy is it important for communists to understand the two sides of suc-
cess?

5o liow are we to liquidate the shortcomings in our work?

6. How can we master Bolshevism? :

7. 'hat is the Bolshevik method of leadership, selecting leaders and
criticism and self criticism? Apply -
e ithat does it mean to lead correctly? Iliow can we fight against fore
mal and heartless bureaucratic attitudes developing among our leaders?

CLASS @il TIL: STRUGGLE AGATUST RIEVISTOIISH by Comrade Hlpatrick

Additional veading: The Dhalectics of the Development of the CL

Questions:

1, Show the development of the CPUSA's “anti-monopoly coalition”
1ine from the populism of the 1870!'s down through the years to
today. .

2, Revigw the history of the CPUSA and show how the essence of the—
struggle in the party was a battle of revisionists vs, syndical-
ists at least as far as the leadership was concerned. Discuss
the effect this had on the development of factionallism, How can
we combat factionalism today?

3. Vhy do wmome people today push the line of [oster as a "ereat

: llarxist-Leninist" today? 1lhat was his real role?

Lo 'hy was it so easy for the bourgeoisie to eliminate CFUSA influ~
ence in the unions in the late forties? ‘ .

5. Discuss the international role of the CPUSA in pushing revision-
jsm today and in the peast,



Class on: AGATIIST LIQUIDATTIONISII

Readingst AGAINST LIQUIDATIONISI by Lenin

Page 212=22 Tllegal and Legal lork & il (5 S ek
237=57 Controversial Issues ) .
262=65 liarxism and Reformism R
266-270 The Tdeological Struggle in the Uorking Class liovemsnt
2l=32 OnThe Road
33=38 Conference of the Ixtended Lditorial Board of Proletary
39=41.6 Iiquidation of Liquidationism
56 Towards Unity
273~83 Digruption of Unity Under Cover of Criticism for Unity

Uistory of the Commmunist Party Soviet Union (B) Chapters l. and 5.
(Bolshevik Short Course) =

Questions:

1, tVhat nust the party do to prepare for donditions of fascism?
Vhat is the key to the party's survival under these conditions?

2, 1hat conditions allowed the imperialists to single out and attack
the CPUSA in the late LOf's and 50's?

3. Ilow and at what time did lauidationism show itself in the CPUSA?
How is liquidationism the orgenizational expression of political
deviation and under what conditions does it gein strength?

e Uhgy are the factory nuclei so important in maintaining the party
work undsr illegal conditions?

5, Uhat does agal' and "illegal' work mean?

6, IHow can o party ensure unity and communication throughout its ranks
under extreme ? ropression?

Class ons THITED IROIT

Reading material: o
1. United Front Arainst Fagcism—~ Dimitrov Chapters 1~3
2. Selectod Readinss of iLiso Tse~Tung DPl.ll2  On Contradiction
Section L: "ho Principle Contradiction and the Principle.
*  Aspect of a Contradiction' ' :
3, Selected Works of liao Tse-Tung , Volume II p. 213

Study Ouestions: Selected Neadings

1. Ilow does the struggle on two fronts concern Communists in the
United Front? pages 12,~125

2. 1lhat is the relation between unity and independence in United
T™ont? pags 117 :

Study Questions: United Front Ageinst fagcism:

3, Uhat is the United Front's role in the overthrow of capitalism? How
Does that apply to the UsSs? P.29



Study Ques.: United Iront v. Mascism (continued)

L, 'hat are the three main purposes of a United Front? p, 33,3L,
5., Vhat are the relationships between the working class and theéir'l
" leadership and the other classes in the United Front? p. 37,38.
6, Uhet does Dimitrov say about a United Iront of all trade Unions?
pages 50=63, -
7. lhat is the United Iront govermment? pages 68-T6, -
8, How does revisionism damage the United I'ront? pages OL-87
9, Uhat is Dimitrov's—definition of fascism? And how does 1t come
" to power? pages T=1l
10, Whet did Dmitrov lay out as aguideline to UL.S, workers in the
United Front?
Questions:
Selected llorks: =
11, Uhat is meant by the slogan: "flelp and concessions should be pos=-
itive, not negative? pages 213-21l, oy

Class on IOTES FRO:I THE GALLOUS by Julius Fuchik
Quegtions:

1. Uhat could one little slip of the tongue mean?
2. How was Julius Fuchik arrested in the first place?
3, How did the enemy take the offensive to make the people talk
(what tricks) and how do we have to take the offensive now in
: dealing with the enemy? ‘
I, In talking about the newspaper Fuchik seid, "That left each of
us more exposed individually, but put the whole apparatus in a
" safer position?"
5, How can we guard against security slips? lhy is it an ideol=-
ogical question? ' ’
6, lhy must the comrades be self reliant and strong, not like
"~ Idirek who was wealk before the enemy? ’
7. The party organization had people everywhere, even in the enemy
camps, Compere how this relates to our union and other leagal
work,

]

Class on: DNIVER HOXIA'S SPERCH TO THE 81 COIIUNIST AND VORIERS PARTIE

1, Uhy does Hoxha spoak here of the Soviet Union as the "leader of
the socialist camp”? :

2. Uhat was the origin of the '"third force" or third world Line?

3, lhat major new factor has emerged in the owrld situation since
this speech? Ias imperialism regained the initiative because

" of this factor?
L, Uhat is peaceful coexistence? 1hat is the ine of Lenin on this and
" how have the revisionists distorted it?

5, Uhat is the correct way to settle differences between partles?
hat was the strategy of the Soviet revisionist cligue against
the communist movement during the time of this speech? -

6, lhy did the PLA have the strength pto oppose modern revisionism?
Tor what special reason do they honor Stalin's lesdership?

7. Uhet were the dialectics of the Hungarian counter=-revolution in

©1956%? 1hy did the Soviet revisionists snd in troops?

8, Uthy was the attitude toward Yugoslavia a kep issue in the

'© -pevisionist attacks on 1=L? IHow did it fit in with the attack

" on Stalin? .

9. lhy did the revisionist clique have to attack Stalin?

10, Vho attacked the unity of the world communist movement and how?

11, Vhat was the historical significance of this speech?



Class on: Anarchism or Socialism,, by Stalin

1.
2e
3.
L.
5.

6,
Te

Ca

thy is dialectics the method and materialism the theory?
hat ig the reletion of reality and consciousness?

Uhy is materialism ( liarxism) monistic and not dwalistic?
thy is liarxism scientific soclalism?

How is each class guided by its own ideology? Uhat is ideology?
How does it arise? Vhere do ideas come from?

Uhet is thre relationship between quantitative-qualitiative
evolution-revolution?

Yhat is the difference between economic determination and dailectic=~
al revolution?

Ihy did Stalin write this book when and under what conditions?
lhat are the main statements comin out of this book?

Class On: FACTORY ITUCLET
Reading liaterials:

Lle
2
3.

lis

Lenin: On Organization

Letter to a Comrade on Our Orgenizational Tasks

Communist Internatiomal Documents: Lxtracts on—Tactory Nuclei:
Volume 11, pages 291-29l; Volume' I1I, pages-lhl—l%%u p. 187-190
Extracts on Fractions: Volume II, pages 66-68, 268-271: Volume IIT,
pages 203-208, _ ‘
"The Relationship Between Street Itclei and Factory Organizations”,
League Organizer, liay 197l, Vol. 2, #L, pe 5 and Article on page 1.

(Comrades should keep in mind when reading the CI Documents that they
cannot be applied mechanically to the particular conditions facing us
in this period of Party building). -

Ouestions:

e
2,
3.
Lo

5

Yhy did Lenin place so much emphasis on the factory nuclei and what
does it mean that every factory is our fortress?

Vhat are factory nuclei and fractions and explain the relationship
between the two? 1/hich is the leading body and why? a
Discuss the strategic role of the factory nuclei in relation to le-
zal and illegal work, United Front Against Fascism,

Discuss the implementation of fractional work and factory nuclei

in your practical work; i.e, forms of orgenization, division of laboy
forms of stmuggle. L

Bagsed on the history of the CL and its development, the international
situation, and our building of a pabty; discuss the significance of
our push towards the development of the factory nuclei.



HECRO WATIONAL COLONIAL QUESTION
CHAPIER I - Slavery

1. 2, Compare the patriarchal slave form as developed in Brazil with

%ge latifundist (capitalist) slavery that arose in the Black Delt oi the
NA, -

b. Briefly explain slavery under capitalism as described by liarx in

this chapter.

2. lhat were the basic conditions leading to the emergence of the modern

Cllesro MMation?

CHAPTER IT - Civil iar

1, Uthy was the aim of the slave oligarchy to re~-organize the union and
not to destroy i? B

2, lhy only when the liorth produced for export and had to compete with —
other countries was it possible to abolish slavery? Ilere explain the re-
lationship of slavery to the ilorthern bourgeois industries,

CHAPTER ITI -‘rom ‘the egro bourgeois democratic national movement to
the ¥egro people's liberation movement

1., lhat are the political and historic conclusions of the October
Revolution? Iow does it relate to the l'egro peoplet!s movement?

2, lhat need dictated the period of reconstruction? Ilere relate ans-
wer to quote on pp.l19, "ar is the extension . of politics by other means, "
that is "Reconatruction? L o

3, In what area did the Worthern financial capitalists and the Southern
planters find common cause with the passage of the 13th amendment? Uhat
agreement was formalized with respect to this comimom cause? Explain the
agreement, ) an. =

i TExplain the ideology of populism and what role populism played du=~
ring the Reconstruction. iow was populism crushed in the emerging ilegro
Mation? '

5, Discuss and explain the conditions for the defeat of Reconstruction,
6. Briefly discuss the split in the Negro movement. liow and why were
the aims and roles of the ilegro national bourgeoisie different from those
of the Negro comprador bourgeoisie? Discuss the significance of the
church, Low does the fascist offensive relate to the developement of
the split in the :Negro movement?

7. Explain the "fundamental difference" between the position of ‘the
CPUSA and the CL on the MNegro question. :

8, Discuss and explain the following quote (pp 38) "There can be no
‘question that the ilegro people's liberation movement has opened the getes
of the Socialist revolution... The only course for revolutionaries to=-
day is to link the strugple of the Ilegro masses bto the difficult task of
establishing such o party...That task can be completed only by bringing
into existence a Ii=L-conscious expression of the sub-conscious revol-

utionary process’,
CHAPTER IV - llational Ivolution of the ilegro ation
1. Vhy is the peasantry so important to a nation?

2, Discuss the migration of Vegroes to the Anglo-American nation and
the factors that led to these migrations.



NEGRO NATICWAL COLONIAL QUESTION (contse)
CHAPTER V - liarxism and the National Colonial Question

1, \hat was the position of the aecond International onthe national
question? What was the Leniniat (communist) position on the national
question?

2, Can a nation emancipate itself from imperialism without overthrowing
its own bourgeoisie? i

3. Explain the re.ationship between the working class of the oppressor
nation and the oppressed people of a colony ’
CHAPTER VI -~ Theoretical Deviations on the Negro Hational Colonial Ques=-
tion , »

1, Uhat is chauvinism? Uhite supremacy end white chauvinism? UWhat l1s
the melation of national chawviniem to the claas struggle? VWhat is the
specific position of iarxish-Leninists sowards white chauvinism? Uhen
and why did white supremacy emerge in the USHA? i
2, How does the desvelopement of the I'rench and English capitalists di-
ffer from the davalopemont of the USNA capitalists?

3, How ave national chauvinism and reactionary cultural nationalism
aifferent but the same at the same time?

L, Explain the concepts of'"froedom of secassion'and "freedom of unity"
and who should put forward these demands.

CIIAPTER VII - Tmperialist Oppression of the MNegro Nation and the South
as a reglon

1. What is tho relationship betwsen the Negro WNatlon and the South as a
Region?

2, Who controies the Iegro Nation and the South as a region? How?

2" Prumerate somo of the aveas in which differences exist between tho

exploitebion end oppression of the Negro Hation and the South as a re-

ion and explain how this works.
E. Uhy must the politiecal solution for the legro Tation differ from the
7. political solutiecn for the South &s a whole?

CHAPTER VII -~ Hegro Tational linority in the Anglo-American Hation

1. Uhy were NWegro workers firgt recrulted to go Worth?  IExplain, When
did the need fox these workswrs bsccme really greab? g

2, Yhy do we say that "tho special oppression and super-exploitation of
the Negro National liinority is an inovitable link in the imperialist chain
chain? And why does the Negro Wational ilinority "nslay a key role in com-
pleting the enclrdlement cf tho USNA frporislism by the fighting colonlal
masses!? Ixplain,

CHAPTER IX - Anglo-American IHinority in the Negro Nation

1., Uhy must a llarxist-Ieninist not take a stand entirely and exclusive-
1y on the national territorial principle? e

2, How is the poverty of the proletariat element of the Anglo-American
minority a direct result of the colonial position of the Negro people and
the Negro iation? - -

3, Vhat do the Anglo-American minority and the Negro people of the
Vegro "ation share in common? iy

o Uhy is the isgolation of the Anglo-American minority a necessary con-
dition for the survival of USHA imperialism?



PASCISI

United ront Apainst Tagscism by Dimitriov

—

1. Do we advocate "united front' against fascism today? Under what con=~
ditions and with whom?

2, ilany Trotskyite groups claim that this speech was the Torigin' of
modern revisionism, Refute this slander, 2
3, Uhat are the differences between the revolutrionary Union and the Oc=-
tober League united front against Tmperialism and the line of Dimitriov
and the Comintern?

li. 'hat is the urited front? Can it be a permanent alliance?- ‘
5, iow was the united front policy applied correctly in China, Albania,
Vietnam? THow was it epplied incorrectly in the USITA?

6, Vhat is the ley to victory over fascism?

7. Wmt was the role of the Social Democrats? tlho pleys that role

today in the USIHA? -

FASCISII AIID SOCIAL REVOLUTION by Dutt

Chepter on Italy, Cermany
1. Uhat are the particulars that led to the rise of fascism in Ger-
many and Italy?

2. Uhat role does (did) Social Democracy play in the rise of fascism? I
How do the revisionists today play the same role?

3, Vhy is the fight ageinst revisionism inseperable from the fight
against imperialism?

i, lhy does fascism come To power as an attack against the rising pro-
létarian revolution?

5. Can. ah Impérialist state be be bourgeols dermocratic in form at "home"
nad fascist in its colonies? Vhere is this so? (Fascism is Imperialism
turned inward).

PRINCIPLES OF THIE REVOLUTIOWARY COIGIUNISTS
by the Stalin CGroup (USSR)

1. The bourgeoisie has said that Stalin ruled theé Soviet Union through
the (ULt of the Personality", Refute this claim, DBe specific,

2. Ixplain the humanitarion policies of the opportunists of the CPUSA,
3, Ixplain: "Further, the breal at the weakest link in the capitalist
chain also represented a weakness in The Revolution itself',

e How did Stalln and the Bolshevik Party deal with the counterrevoltion
in the years 193l and 19397 b
5. lhy is collectivization a concrete expression of the fight for soc~
ialism?

6. Vhat happened at the 15tht party congress?

7. 1hat did Lenin mean when he said that we would have to pay for our
ignorance in different ways?

8. 1hat is the difference between red and white terror? 2

9., Uhat are the roots of bureaucracy? Ilow did Stalin use the bur-
eaucracy bto fight the bureaucracy? Ilow do we see bureaucracy?
10, ihat are the fundamental differences between the llarxist-Leminist
_and the opportunist on the question of peace?
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PRIICIPLES OF TilZ REVOLUTIONARY COMIUNISTS (cont.)

11. Uhat is the law of uneven developement of capitalism and how does it
relate to the Leninist theory of revolution in a 8ingle country?

12, thy wasn't Stalin responsible for the revisionism in the Soviet
Union?

STRATTZGY AITD TACTICS

READITG; The Political Strategy and Tactics of the Russian Communists
J.V. Stalin, lorks, 7ol. 5, pp 63
Concerning the Cuestion of Strategy and Tactics of the Rus-
sian Commmunists (ibid., ppl63)

1., 1hat is meant by "The proletarian movement has two sides"? Tully
discuss what these two sides are, using concrete examples, 'hy are the
laws of developement of capitalism part of the objective side? lhy are
the spontaneous struggles of the oppressed classes part of the objective
side? ihy are stratezy and tactics limlted to the subjective side? -
2, Define: Theory, program, strategy, tactics. IZxplain their differ «-
ences and how they relate to each other, i : )

3, lhat is the liarxist program: explain its two parts, lhat is the
Jifference between the marxist program and the theory of liarxism?

., Discuss what Stalin meant by forms of strugple. Apply this todaye
5. Discuss the forms of organization in the political sphere., Ilow are
the forms of orgenization adapted to the forms of struggle?

6, Discuss historic turns in the developement of Russia, China and the
USHA _ g

7. lhat are the differences between propagenda, agitation and action
slogans? Can we have action slogans today? e
8, Discuss how the "policy of agreements"” is different from making in-
dividual agreements.

- 9. thy was the Russian proletarian revolution able to gsucceed? UVhat waw
itas strength? Uhat were the weaknesses of the Ruropean proletarian revee
olutions?

10, ‘hat are the general principles of cormunist strategy and tactics?

. ‘Discuss the dislectic of strategy and tactica in our every day political
life, : )

11, Discuss these terms: '"Ripeness of the fruit’, "cholce of the moment",
"tpial of strength', "calculation of forces', "offensive tactics",
"tactics of orderly retreat',

*

CLASS ON REVISIONISM

Reading Material: Matxism and Revisionism by V.I. Lenin
Differences in the European Labour Movement by V.I. Lenin
Inherent Lontradictions of Party Development ' by J. V. Stalin

1. Where does revisionism come from? Where does it take root?

2. What is the ideological content of revisionism; in philosophy, in political economy, in
politics? Does revisionism today maintain this same content? Give Examples,

3. Why does Lenin say the fight against revisionism is inseparable from the fight against
imperialism? How can this fight best be waged?

4. What are the two types of struggle that the bourgeoisie advocates? Why does it pass from one
metihod to another?



REVISIONISM (cont. )

5. How did Roesevelt's "New Deal" consisting of welfare and labor law, reforms such as
social security, unemployment insurance, legal recognition of labour unions, strengthen the
growth of revisionism in the CPUSAand why? _

6) How does the Party de velope and grow? Give examples from your own experience.

7. Where do the contradictions within the Party come from?

CLASS ON FACTIONALISM IN THE PARTY

Reading Material: Speeches on the Americcn Communist Party by J. V. STalin
Materials for the 10th Congress CPSU(B) by Lenin, Col, Wrks. V. 32, pp. 241-44
Inherent Contradictions of Pazty Development by Stalin
On the Struggle Against Revisionism by Admiral Kilpatrick (publ. by the C.L. )
1. Discuss the history of factionalism in the CPUSA. Why were both factions wrong in the period
Stalin is di'scussing?
9. What is the flifference between Party democracy and factionalism?
3. How does factionalism tend to become an unprinciples struggle for power? How does it
tend to prevent principles political struggle?
4, What are the origins of. factionalism?
5. What specific steps must we take to combat facticnalism?
6. Describe how democratic centralism is a method of struggle against factionalism.
7. - What are the evils of factionalism?

Optional reading: Stalin, Collected Works, Vol. 8, pp. 153-154, pp. 366-370;
Vol. 9, pp. 3-13; Vol. 12, pp. 101-113
Vol. 13, pp. 371-83.

CLASS ON THE PARTY PROGRAM

Reading Materials: The Party Program

RSID. 7 Program, Lenin, Collected Works, Vol. 6, 1902, pp. 17-77

The varty Proarar (1918-19) Part IV, Lenin Selected Works pp. 311 -69
also scattered throughout Lenin Collected Works, Vols. 26-28

The Comintern Program, Comintern Documents, Vol. 2, pp.474-513

Critique of the Gotha Pregram by Marx

Draft and Explanation of a Programme for the Social-Democratic
Party, 1895-6, Lenin Collected Works, Vol. 2 or Lenin on the
Trade Unions, pp. 30-53. '

Background Reading or assigned history report: History of the CPSU@B), Chs. ], 2, 7, &8.

1. What is a party program? Wiy do we need one.?
2. Why don't we need a maximum and minimum program? _
3. What does it mean to say that the united front against fascism is the bridge to proletarian
revolution in the USNA? '
4. How is it that here in the USNA the bourgeoisie and proletariat confront each other as in
no other country?
5. What is the parpose of the specific demands of the program? b
6. What accounts for the differneces between different party programs, i.e. Communist
Manifesto, Comintern Program, etc. : _

7. Discuss the "form" and "style" of the Programme and why it's important. How is the
Program different in this respect from an agitational piece, polemic, leaflet, etc. ?



PRIITCIPLES OF TilZ REVOLUTIONARY COIMIUNISTS (cont.)

11, Uhat is the law of uneven developement of capitalism and how does it
relate to the Leninist theory of revolution in a 8ingle country?

12, Uhy wasn't Stalin responsible for the revigsionism in the Soviet
Union?

STRATIGY AID TACTICS

READING: The Political Strategy and Tactics of the Russian Communists
J.V. Stalin, lorks, vol. 5, pp 63
Concerning the Cuestion of Strategy and Tactics of the Rus-
sian Commmunists (ibid., pplo3)

1, lhat is meant by "The proletarian movement has Two sides"? TMully
discuss what these two sides are, using concrete examples, Uhy are the
laws of developement of cepitalism part of the objective side? lhy are
the spontaneous struggles of the oppressed classes part of the objective
side? thy ars stratezy and tactics limlted to the sub jective side? -
2, Define: Theory, program, strategy, tactics. IZxplain their differ =-
ences and how they relate to each other. ; : !
3, that is the llarxist program: explain its two parts, 1hat is the
difference between the marxist program and the theory of liarxism?
I, Discuss what Stalin meant by forms of struggle. Apply this today.
5. Discuss the forms of organization in the political sphere, Iow are
the forms of orgenization adapted to the forms of strugpgle?
6, Discuss historic turns in the developement of Russia, China and the
USHA _ :
7. lhat are the differences between propaganda, agitation and action
slogans? Can we have action slogans today? T
8, Discuss how the 'policy of agreements" is different from making inw
dividual agreements.
9., lhy was the Russian proletarian revolution able to succeed? Vhat waw
its strength? 1hat were the weaknesses of the Turopean proletarian revee
olutions?
10, Uhat are the zeneral principles of conmunist strategy and tactics?
. “Discuss the dialectic of stratezy and tactica in our every day political
1ife. ) ’
. 11, Discuss these terms: "Ripeness of the rrait', "cholce of the moment',
"tpial of strength”, Vcalculation of forces', "offensive tactics’,
"tactics of orderly retreat’,

&

CLASS ON REVISIONISM

Reading Material: Matxism and Revisionism by V.I. Lenin
Differences in the European Labour Movement by V.I. Lenin
Inherent Contradictions of Party Development by J.V. Stalin

1. Where does revisionism come from? Where does it take root?

2. What is the ideological content of revisionism; in philosophy, in political economy, in
politics? Does revisionism today maintain this same content? Give Examples.

3. Why does Lenin say the fight against revisionism is inseparable from the fight against
imperialism? How can this fight best be waged? '

4. What are the two types of struggle that the bourgeoisie advocates? Why does it pass from one
metihod to another?



CLASS ON INNER-PARTY STRUGGLE

Reading Materials: "Self-Criticism" by Stalin, Vol. 11, pp. 31-42 -
Engels Letter to Mehring, July 14, 1893, # 249 Selected Correspondence
pp. 458-62
"8Points of Criticism and Self-Criticism™ from C. L. Party School report
on Party of a New Type, pp. 7-8.
"Ideologies in the Working Class Hostile to Communism', Comintern
Documents, Vol. 2, 1528, pp. 513-519.
What is to be Done?, Chap. 1, Sec. A "Freedom of Criticism, by Lenin
Foundations of Leninism, Chapter 8, Sec. % by Stalin.
Political Agit .ticn and the "Class Point-of-View'by La in, in Iskra Period
Vol. 4, Book 2, pp. 82-89.
"Memo from the Political Bureau, " League Organizer (of the C.L.,)V.2,#2

1. What is ideology? What is ideological struggle? What is an ideological campaign?

2. How is inner=party struggle based on the tasks of the party?

3. What different tactics are there in the struggle against alien ideology in the party and when
and how should each be used?

What is the role of propaganda and education in inner party struggle?

What is the goal of inner-party struggle?

What distinguished inner-party struggle from moral improvement campaigns?

How is the class struggle expressed in the party?

What is criticism and self-criticism?

What are correct and incorrect methods of handling an error in the party?

Ve NG e

POLITICAL & ORGANIZATIONAL ASPECTS OF DEMOCRATIC CENTRALISM

Reading Material: On Orgenisation by Stalin
Democratic Centralism by Nelson P. in Proletariat, Vol. 2, No. 2
Letter to A Comrade by Lenin
Some Questions Concerning Methods of Leadership by Mao Tsetung

1. How is the program and the principles of the Communist Party arrived at? Why must we
stick closely to them?

2. What is the role of organization in the Party? What is the relationship between political line
and organization?

3. Why do we set up a division of labor in our collectives? How does that relate to democratic-
centralism? 1 ;

4. What is the relationship between internal and external leaders? Why is it, that without an
up-and-down- motion of criticism and self-criticism, reports and check-up, can the party become
either ultra-democratic or bureaucratic?

5. What is the role of criticism and self-criticism in a political party? How does the party's
attitude toward it demote its seriousness? :

6. What is the relationship of the part - to the wiole in party work? Which is dominant and why?
Can we do without one or the other?

Reading Material: Problems of Leninism by Stalin, Section V.
"Left-Wing" Communism, by Lenin, Chapter I

g

1. How is the discipline of the party 6f the proletariat maintained?



POLIFICAL AND ORGANIZATIONAL ASPECTS OF DEMOCRATIC CENTRALISM (cont. )

2. What is the vanguard of the proletariat and what are the tasks of the communist party in
" “ relationship to the vanguard? sk

3. Wherein lies the strength needed for centralism in the party?

4. Why is democratic-centralism necessary for the consolidation of the class and the party?

CLASS ON CLASS STRUGGLE

' ':Reading Mat erial: Our Urg nt Tasks by Lenin, Collected Works, Vol. 4, pp. 215-220.
' Letter of Marx to F. Bolte, Selected Correspondence, #14, pp. 326-29
and Selected Works of Marx and Engels, Vol. 2, p. 422,
. Draft and Explanation of a Programme for the Social -Democratic Party
' 1895-6, Lenin Collected ‘Worlkz, Vol. 2 or Lenin on the Trade Unions,
Bp; 30 - 53.
On Strikes by Lenin in Lenin on the Trade Unions, pp. 54 -67.
Communist Manifesto- by Marx and Engels, Chapter 1, Bourgeoisie and
Proletariat,
What is to be Done Py Lenin, Chapter 3.

1) What is the role of socialist consciousness and the sommunist party in the development of
the class struggle, of the economic and political movement of the working class?

2.) Discuss the role of strikes in the proletarian class struggle. Give concrete examples.

3.) What does proletarian education of the working class mean? How do we carry this our today?
4,) What does Marx mean by "Every class struggle is a political struggle."?

5.) Practically, how do we combine socialist consciousness with the spontaneous working class
movement, taking into account the level of consciousness of the proletariat toady? Give
current examples from fractional work etc. Discuss also in relation to the

Party style of work, fractional work, etc. -

6.) How can the deviations of @conomism express themselves in fractional wa k and how do

we combat them. Give concrete examples.

CLASS ON PARTY WORK IN THE MASSES

Reading Material: Party Work in the Masses by Lenin, Progress Publishers, 1969.

1. ) What are the consequences of failing to bring socialist ideology to the working class? How
can we win the vanguard of the proletariat to the cause of communism?

2.) How can we combine the immediate struggles of the clas today with the overall aim of
proletarian revolution? How should the factory nuclei conduct propaganda and agitatfon in

the work-place? How can the nuclei work w thin the trade uninn? Within other mass
organizations such as within the Negro peoples’ liberation moveme nt or the movement for
equal rights for women? :

3.) Why is parliamentary work important? How is it carried out?

4.) What should be the Party's attitude toward the labor aristocracy before and dfter the
seizure of state power? i)

5.) How do the deviations of sectarianism and economism show themselves in mass work and
how can they be combatted?



READING MATERIAL FOR CLASS ON CLASS STRUGGLE
Letter from Marx to Bolte, Selected Correspondence, #14 pp. 326-29

...N.B. as to political movement: The political movement of the working class has as its ob-
ject, of course, the conquest of political power for the working class, and for this it is natur-
ally necessary that a previous organisation of the working class, itself arising from their ec-
onomic struggles, should have been developed up to a certain point, '

On the other hand, however, every movement in which the working class comes out
as a class against the ruling classes and attempts to force them by pressure from without is
a political movement. For instance, the attempt in a particular factory or even a particular
industry to force a shorter working day out of the capitalists by stri_kes, etc., is a purely
economic movement. On the other hand the movement to.force ah eight-hour day, etc., law
is a political movement. And in thi s way, out oi the seperate economic movements of the
workers there grows up everywhere a political movement,-that is to say a movement of the
class, with the object of achieving its interests in a general form, ina form possessing a gen-
eral social force of compulsion. If these movements presuppose a certain degree of pre-
vious organization, they are themselves equally a means of the developement of this organiz-
ation.

Where the working class is not yet far enough advanced in its organization to under-
take a decisive campaign against the collective power, i.e., the political power of the rulidg
classes, it must at any rate be trained for this by continual agitation against and a hostile
attitude towards the policy of the ruling classes. Otherwise it will remain a plaything in their
hands, as the September revolution in France showed, and as is also proved up to a certain
point by the game Messrs, Gladstone & Co. are bringing off in England even up to the present
time.



CLASS ON THE THIRD INTERNATIONAL

Reading Material: In Volume X of Lenin, Selected Worke
1) All of Section'2 except "Left-wing" Communism
(optional) ' 2) Sectiona on the National Question and the Agrarian Question, 3 articles

1.) What was ‘the political basis for unity and division that created the third international?
What is ours?

2.) Why did Lenin strugg‘e to keep out the concmators? l-low can we today in building the
Party?

3.) What was the main and most dangerous deviation at tms period? What is it today? How did
Lenin struggle agamst both? Show how the Itahan question and the IW’W question illustrate
this?

4.) What conditlons will we set for members’mp in the party? Why was: it 50 necessary to set
strict condltlons for admission to the urd Internatlonal? e

CLASS ON PROLETARLAN MORALITY (Artlcle in Proletariafjand Rights of women and children
by Enver Hoxha

1. What is morality? How does proletarian morality differ from bourgeois morality?

2. How is morality affected by time, place and condition?
3. Why does saying that there are no dlfFerences between men and women exclude the pos-

sibility of equality?

"' 4, How w1l love and si:x love change after sopmhsm and during (.'“mmumsm?

5. Discuss and explain:: "Communists are people of a special mold".

"* 6. Explain how freedom and necessmy are an integral part of the questmn of proletarian

" morality.
7. Discuss the bourgeoosie's distortion of proletarian morality to refer only to sex relations,

What is the relationship between personal and political life?



MARXISM AND REVISIONISM

There is a saying that if geometrical axioms affected human interests attempts would

.- certainly be made to refute them. Theories of the natural sciences which conflict with
the old prejudices of theology provoked, and still provoke, the most rabid opposition. No
wonder, therefore that the Marxian doctrine, which directly serves to enlighten and organize the
advanced class in modern society, which indicated the tasds of this class and shich proves the
inevitable (by virtue of economic development) replacement of the present system by a new
order - no wonder that this doctrine had to fight at every step in its course.

There is no need to speak of bourgeois science and philosophy, whichare officially
taught by official professors in order to pefuddle the rising generation of the pessessing classes
and to "coach" it against the internal and foreign enemy. This science will not even hear of
Marxism, declaring that it has been refuted and annihilated. The young scientists who are
‘building their careers by refuting Socialism, and the decrepit elders who preserve the traditions
. of all the Various outworn "systems", attack Marx with equal zehl, The progress of Marxism and
the fact that its ideas are spreading and taking firm hold among the working class inevitably
tend to increase the frequency and intensity of these bourgeois attacks on Marxism, which only
beconies: stronger, more hardened, and more tenacious every time it is "annihilated" by official
science.

But Marxism by no means consolidated its position immediately even among doctrines
- which are connected with the struggle of the working class and which are current mainly
among the proletariat. In the first half-century of its existence,(from the fourties en)
Marzism was engaged in combating theories fundamentally hostile to it. In the first half
of the forties Marx and Engels demolished the radical Young Hegelians, who professed
philosophical ideal ism. At the end of the forties the struggle invaded the domain of economic
doctrine, in opposition to Proudhonism. The 'fifties saw the completion of this struggie:
the criticism of the parties and doctrines which meanifested themselves in the stormy year
1848. In the sixties the struggle was transfereed from the domain of general theory to
a domain closer to the direct labour movement: the egection of Bakunism from the Inter-
national, In the early 'seventies the stage in Germany was occupied by a short while by the
Proudhonist Muhlberger and in the latter 'seventies by the positivist Dihring. But the
influence of both on the proletariat was already absolutely insignificant. Marxism was
already gaining an unquestionable victory over all other ideclogies in the labour movement.

By the 'nineties this victory was in the main completed. Even in the Latin countries
where traditions of Proudhonism held their ground longest of all, the labour parties
actually based their programmes and tactics on a Marxist foundation. The revived inter-
national organization of the labour movement - in the shape of periodical international
congresses - from the outset, and almost without a struggle, adopted



the Marxist standpoint in all essentials. But after Marxism had ousted all the more or less
consistent doctrines hostile to it, the tandencies expressed in thes e doctrines began to seek
other channels, The forms and motives of the struggle changed, but the struggle continued.
And the second half-century in the existence of Marxism began fin the nineties) with the
struggle of a trend hostile to Marxism within Marxism.

Bernstein, a one-time orthodox Marxist, gave his name to this current by making the
most noise and advancing the most consistent expression of the amendments to Marx, the
revisionis of Marx, revisionism. Even in Russia, where, owing to the economic backward-
ness of the country and the prepondrence of a peasant population oppressed by the relics
of serfdom, non-Marxist Socialism has naturally held its ground longest of all,
it is plainly passing into revisionism before our very eyes. Both in the agrarian question
(the programs of the municipalization of all lanc) and in general questions of program and
tactics, our social-Narodniks are more and more substituting "amendments" to Marx for
the moribund and obsolescent remnaxuts of the old system, which in its own way was
consistant and fundamentally hostile to Marxism. '

Pre-Marxisn Socialism has been smashed. It is now continuing the struggle, not on
its own independent soil, but on the general soil of Marxism -- as revisionism. Let us,
then, examine the ideological content of revisionism.

In the domain of philosophy, revisionism clung to the shirts of bourgeois professorial
"science," The professors went. "back to Kant” -- and revisionism followed in the wake of the
Neo-Kantians. The professors repeated the threadbare banalities of the priests against
philosophical materialism -- and the revisionists smiling condescendingly, mumbeld
(word for word af.er the latest HANDBUCH) that Tmaterialism had been "refuted” long ago.
The professors treated Hegel as a "dead dog, " and while they themselves preached idealism,
only an idealism a thousand times more petty and banal than Hegel's, they contemptuously
shrugged their shoulders at dialectics -- and the revisionists floundered after them into the
swamp of philosophical vulgarisation of science, replacing "artful" (and revolutionary)
dialectics by "simple" (and tranquil) "evolution.” The professors earned their official
salaries by adjusting both their idealist and "critical" systems to the dominant medieval !phil-
osophy" (i.e. to theology) -- and the revicionists drew close to them and endeavored to make
religion a "private affair,” not in relation to the modern state, but in relation to the party
of the advanced class,

What the real class significance of such "amendments"” to Marx was, need not be said --
it is clear enough. We shall simply note that the only Marxist in the international Social-
Democratic movement who criticized from the standpoint of consistent dialectical-materialssm
the incredible banalities uttered by the revisionists was Flekharov. This must be stressed all
the more emphatically since thoroughly mistaken attempts are being made in our day to
smuggle in the old and reactionary philosophical rukbish under the '
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guise of eriticiszng Plekhanov 5. tasqical opnovtunism*

‘Passing to political-econpry, it mpst be noted- figpt{gf all
that the "amendments” of the. revisionists in this. ¢cmain~were much
‘more comprehensive and circumgtantfala attempts weze“nmde'to ‘ine
. £luence the public by adduging "pow data.of coononic dsvelopmant.

. . It was said that concentration .and the.cpsting of smail-scake.

p:nduction by large-scale. nroducticn do nog ocour. in gg:icu!tnra at
~-all, while congentration, proceeds: extremely . slowlywin commerce and
industry, - . It was,.sald that crises had now. hecomdravep .and, of

e loepeless force, and ghat- the;carﬁalsrqu trusts would p:cbab&y anable

v
o F et
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i-capital.to do away, with crises; altogether. . It wag aaid- that

the theory of the colldnse®™ to which canitalism Ja.headingm‘was un=
'sound, -owing -to the tendency of class contradictions tosbecome
-l¢ss -acute and.milder.-.. It was. said,. finally, that’it would not
: be-amiss to correct. 1a:x's thequ of value in- accordanea with ‘Bohm=
bawerkc P =

“The ﬁight against the ﬂevisionistp on thase nuestions result
in as fruitful a-revival ;of the theoretical thought of: internatﬁonw
.-al Socialisn :as followed from Engele' cgntxobersy‘uith ‘Buhring .
. twenty. years eariier.. The’ argurents of, the. reviaimnistpwgre ana=-
- lysed with the help .of facts and figura:a.f ‘It was. pzcueﬁsthat the

- vevisionists were systematigally prescnting. modernvsmall sgale »ro-

- pduction in a favourable light, . . The technical: anﬂ:ccmmazical
rsuoe:iority of laxzge-scale nroduction over smaliscale prnductian

< both, in: industry .and -in agriculture arxe proved by‘igzaintab;e facts.
.- But-commodity. nroduction is ‘far less developed in aqticultuxe.nnd
nodern statisticiana and economists are usually not.ﬂe:y~sk&l1fu1 in

- pickinc out the special branches {somet*mas oven: oaerations) 4ﬂ
+ agriculture which indicate that agriculture’ is.heing-pxbgrgapively

. ‘drawn’ into the exchangs of world economy, malLrscala;produqtiqn

- maintains itself on the ruins of natural ecangmy by @ ﬁtqaﬂy deter- -
. {eration in nourishment, by.chronic storvation, by-thewlangthening of
. the working day, by the detericration in the [‘ quality pﬁ-cattle

*“land in. the care given to cattle,iin a word,: by ithe very mﬂthods

-whereby handiaraft,paoduct;on ﬂairtainﬂd itself against. nlist
manufacture,:- Every:advance. in science and technology ihav&tably
and relentlessy undernines the Foundg*ions of amall-acale-uroduction

*See Studies in the Dhilo_pphy of Aar? em by Eeaﬁangv,wgg and ot
others,: - Ehis -is: not the nalce to, djsoucs this booky, pnd :fmust at
present confine ryself ‘to stating that . in the very near future I
shall show in a series of articles or In a senarate pamphlet that
everything I have said in the toxt about the Neo-Xantian revisionists
essentially apnlies also to thege. "new” Neo-Humist ang Neo=-Beric-

v, «elelan pewisionists,, 6 (See V.I. Lenin r NACERIALIS AN&.E”B;;&QFXRITIC-

~ism. . In;19903,, Lenin parzked wavs. - stith slgkhanov rzho was taking
the road of opportunist “tenshevishm, During:the 1905r£nun1utinn in
Pussia, Plekhanov opresed the Bolshevik vosition on the’ character
and driving forces of the revolution. At the time of the first

o ] * - * - at

f
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in capitalist society, and it is the task of Socialist economics to investigate this process in
all its -- often complicated and intrincate -- forms and to demonstrate to the small
producer the impossibility of holding his own under capitalism, the hopelessness of peasant
farming under capitalism, and the necessity of the peasant adopting the standpoint of the
proletarian. On this question the revisionist sinned from the scientific standpoint by
superfically generalising from facts selected one=sidedly and without reference to the
system of capitalism as a whoel; they sinned from the political standpoint by the fact that they
inevitably, whether they wanted to or not, inveted or urged the peasant to adopt the stand-
point of the master (i.e., the standpoint of the bourgeoisie), instead of urging him to adopt
the standpoint of the revolutionary proletarian,

The poisition of revisionism was even worse as far as the theory of crises and the
theory of collapse were concerned. Only for the shortest space of time could people, and then
only the most shortsighted think of remodelling the foundations of the Marxisn doctrine under the
influence of a few years of idustrial boom and prosperity. Facts very soon made it clear
to the revisionists that crises were not a thing of the past; prosperity was followed by a
crisis. The forms, the sequence, the picture of the particular crises changed, but crisis
remained an inevitable comporent of the capitalist system. While united production, the
cartels and trusts at the same time, and in a way that was obvious to all, aggravated the a
anarchy of production, the insecurity of existence of the proletariat and the oppression of
capital, thus intensifiying class contradictions to an unprecedented degree, That capitalism
is moving towards collapse - in the sense both of idividual political and economic crisis and - ©
of the complete wreck of the entire capitalist system - has been made very clear, and on
a.very broad scale, precisely by the latest giant trusts. The recent financial crisis in
America .and the frightful increase of unemployment all over Europe, to say nothing of
the impending industrial crisis to which nany symptoms are pointing - all this is resulting
in the fact that the recent "theories" of the revisionists are being forgotten by everybody, even,
even, it seems, by many of the revisionists themselves. But the lessons which this instability
of the intellectuals has given the working class must not be forgetten.

As to the theory of value, it should nnly be said that apart from hints and sighs, exceed-
ingly vague, for Bohm-Bawerk, the revisionists have contributed absolutely nothing, and
have therefore left no traces whatever on the development of scientific thought.

L

footnote /‘continued from page 3)

immperialist war of 1914-18 he supported the Czarist aims in the avar,
and opposed the October Revolution of 1917. Plekhanov died in

1918 - Ed.



.. »In the domain:of-politics, revisiondsmitried to, reviélp;f;the._ very
. foundation of Harxism;onamely, thedoctrine of the:class struggle.
. Poltical-fréedom, derocracy and universal suffrace:remove.the ground
. »forrthe class struggleswe were told+andirender untrue-the;old;pro=
position¢f the €O UNEST MANIFESTO: that' the wokkersi;have no: -
country, ~.Fory they said, since>the "will of; the.majority®:prevalls
uiider:-demoeracy ,onevmusdt neither vegard the:state; ag.ani.organ:of
¢lass-rule;.inor: reject alliances'with the progressive; isotialrreform=
ist bourgeoisie ggainst the reactionariesi - =t - segimdoleis oof
i Tt cannot be disputed that: these.chjections ‘of:thécrevisionists
. v constituted-a fai2ly harmoniound: system of: views; namely;cthe:old and
- ivedl ‘kriow diberal: bourgeois wviews, «The libevals: hayeualyays: caid

that. bourdeoisinar¥iamentarismn:destrovs: classes -and: class;figisions -

-#gikce the right.to vote and the:rightr to:participate inistate: affairs
.. enadenshared: by all citizens without digtinction. - The wole history of
.JroBurope 1. the .second half ofstherhineteenth century.and the:wyhole
. -whistory:of:theiRussian révolutin at'the béginning.ofithe.twentieth,
clearly show how absurd such views are.:: .Economic distinctions are
. .., aggravatediand aceentuated rather:than mitigated:under.the fréedom
of-Mdemocratic® capitalism,- - Parliamentarism doesipot repove, but:re-
. in¢her: lays bare the: inpate character even,ofrthe most demoeratic bou-
ryeois republics ascorgans:'of glass: oppression.:s Byihelping o en-
. .+ 1ighten and to orgahize . immeasuxably wider masses ofithe . %k,

o +

..+ :population than those which previously took:an:active:park.in,politicc:
- :névents, parliamentarism does not make - for:the-elimination of crises
1 and: wolitical revolutions, but .for the moximum accentuation of.eivil

.1 var-during such revoiutions, The eventsrin:Paris:is the spring of

1871 rand:the- events :in Russia in. the 'winter of 1995 showed.as:clearas:
~wglear: could he:how inevitahly this' accenthation: comes::abot - sue
Prench bourgéoisie without a moment's:hesitationsmade aideal: with the
1 commonrnational enemy; the.foreign'.iarmy.whichchadiruined:dss:. father=
-'1and; ‘in oxder 'to.trush the proletarian.movemnts i iWhoever: dogs nct
' understand the-inévitable-inner dialectics-of parliamentarism and
bourgeois democracy-which.tends to &n even -more'agute:decision- of

. 1.ddsputerby mass violénce than. formerly~wrillonevex beé:@bleithrough

. parliamentarism:todonduct propaganda and. agitation’thathare consist-

' entiin-srinciple: and! really:prepare. therwokkingticlass magsesto-take a
@& viétorious: part iff-such "disputes”;: The experience:of .aldiances,

. “agreements and: blocs with thesocial-reformist: libexals. in . the;Vest
and with the liberal reformists.(Constitutuional: Demogy

tg):-in the
L ipussian:revolutionigonviningly showed phat::;theaa-,}.ggrggmga only
blunt the .consclousness.of the masses, that: they weaken.rather than
. .enhenie théactual:significanceiof: their struggle.by-linking the
fightersiwith the: elements ‘who are least capable of:fighting and who =
. saresmost: vacillating and treacherous.:an French,liillerandismethe
biggest: experiement im aprlving revisionist,political. tactics.on & -
+i7idé, a really.national:scale-hasiprovided s practical.judgment of
revisionism which-will. neversbe-forgotten: by the.preletariat all cuor
e mmrld".v" R V8 £ T g SR T e S e, ek
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2 natural comp?-sent to the econoric and political tendencies
of revisionism was jts attituse to the final aim of the Socialist
movement uowphe final aim is nothing, :the movement-is everything” =
this catch-phrase of ﬁeVﬂSkEL“'"'EJDZQ ses. the . gsubstante. of .xevision~
ism better than many long arguments, _.Trer policy.oof:revisionism

~ consists in dete*ming its con&uu, from CmSthﬂ cese;- in. adapting

itself to the events of the day-and toltha 'chers ana cahanges:of
petty politiecs; it consisis in.foiantnang the basicointerests. of
" the broletariat; the:main features ofr thes capitalistisystem: as a
: whole’ @nd of capitalist evolution. as 2 whole and in sacrificing:
these baoic interests for:thereal or assiped advaatbges:of, the mo=-
‘ment. ' And it patently follows .from: the verv. naturceicf <his. policy
that it may- assume an infinite warioty of forms, and that every.
: more or less "new" question, every nore:or lessiunexpected and un=
foreseeen turn of events, even: tpoag1 it may’ change' the besic line of
development only’ to an’ ‘insignificant degesee ~and only: for. the short=
est period of tine, will always: ;ﬁevl?autv give kise’ to one.or an=
other variety of revisgicniem. / 55, OSSP B
The-inevltabolity of revisicnism is. oatorwznﬂd.bj-its class reots
in modern aociety. Revigioniem iz an international phencienci.

'No ‘more or jess informed andl:thinking Socialist can-havertheisiight=

est ‘doubt thet the relation beticen the orthodox '‘andirthe: Pern=-
‘Steinites in CGérmany, the Gursdites: “and #he Jaurecites: (and -now pare
ticularly tlie Broussites) ia France;’ the Social-Taomocratic Fouﬂ""ticw
and the ‘Independent i Lebour Perty ‘in Croat Bzzataln,“oe.ﬂrouck:ro and

a and *!andervel.o6 in Balﬂxumq tho-intaavall g and theo refoxmists in

'Ttaly, and the- Bolshev;ks and thecTon sheviks. in ‘Russia is euorywhere
‘essentially ‘similar; notwithstanding the. gigantix variety. of
national and histoxically ‘dazived conditions- in the: present otag_
‘of all these -count piegy | In reality, the "Qivicion® u1oh1n 4he
_present infernational -Soclalist. movenmant is’ now.proccoding "along gue
ine in all the various- .countries of tie wcrld, which testifies to a
tremendoua-aiva"vo corpared wi*“.thxn“y o ’nt.y yearg ago,. when it

“ Jas nét 1ike tendencies within.a& unitzd iatexiational: Sochalist

movement that were comhatting.cna- ‘h;:=,mou¢ﬂ.thm various. countri. y
es. And the"révisionism” f*Cﬂ'hPe un’*q vinich ham. Lﬂgun_to-take %

shape in £he Latin coun tries; such:as Pravolutionaxy . syrndicaliem,” is
" also ‘@dapting itself to ‘larxism: arhile - “amo :3ing® it Labrioks in

" Ttaly ‘and Lagardelle in Francs. -frequently: a*oﬁa?_f“om’ﬂarx erngy

understood -to {larx’ rightly underztood. T
‘e carnot stop ‘here to:analyse the udmologxoal substancofof thls

fgevisionxsm; it has not-yet by far developed:to the extent that
'opoortunist revisionism has, it has not. vet -becone internationai, and
"it has not- yot ctoed the test 6fF one Pig practical battle with a

. 'Socialish Partj even ‘in‘ocne ‘commbrys” - We: shall:therefore corifine .

'oqrselves to the ' "ravisionis m: £rom ‘the 'Richtf dencribed:above.
" Wherein® “Ytes its inevitebility dn” reapitalist-dccheby?:c - Why is
it more profouni than” the disf Ferences- of naticnal. peculxarit 2s

" and’ degrees of" oaomta’iao develepment?” ~Because In. every capitalist .

‘country , side by side with the proletariat, thersrare. }"oad sunafa

v:....-. 3

.
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of the petty bout@eoisié, small masters. Cavitalism arose and it
is constanly arising out of small production. A number of"middle

.-strata® are inevitably created anew by cenktalism (avpendages to -the

factory, home work, and small workshops scattered all over the
country in view of the recquirements of big industries, such as

the bicycle and automobile industries, etc,) These new small pro=
ducers ase just as inevitahly cact back into the ranks of the pro=
letariat. It is quite natural that the petty-bcurgeois world
conception should again and agin crop up in the manks. of the broad
labour parties. It is cuite natural that this should be s0, ‘and it
alivays will be so right up to the commencement of the proletarian re-

volution, for it would be a grave misthke to think that the "complete”

proletarianisation of the majority of the population is essential
before such a revolution can be achieved, "l:at we now frequently
experience only in the domain of ideology-disputes over theoretical

. amendments to llarz-what now crops up in practice only over individual

partial issues of the labour movermt as tactical differences with
the revisionists and splits on these grounds, will all unfailingly
have to be experienced by the working class on an incomparably larger .
gcale when the proletarian revolution accentuates all issues and .
concentrates all differences on points of the most immediate import-
ance “n determining the conduct of the masses, and makes it necessary
in the heat of the fight to distinguish enemies from friends " -  ~ - .
and to cast out bad allics, so as to be able to deal decisive blows at

“the. enemv,

" The idelogical struggle waged by revolutionary 'larxism against
revisionism at the end of the nineteenth century is but the
prelude to the great revolutinary battles of the oroletariat

which is‘ﬁafching forward to the complete victory of 1£sl¢auge :
despite all the waverings and woaknessaes of the wetty bourgeoisie.

Aoril 1908 . S
V.I. Lenin, ('ARK, ENCELES, MARXIS: pp 71-79



- ™.The mein tactical differences in the modarn lebous movemsnt in Europe

- ond:Amepica may he summed Up as the £iruggle with two main-tendencies which

depert fram Mapxien, from the theory that has actually bocome dominating in
this movements These twn tondencies aro' revisienicm (opportunion and reforme
ism) and enarchiem ( anarcho-syndieslism and anarchoegsocialicn) .  Both these
devintions fron tho Marxist theory and tactics which dominate the Jabour
movement are to he observad in varicys fomms and varicte ehados im 8ll
tivilised countries throughout the history o? tho mass lsbeup movesent of
over half s centurye ' TR f Rl

. AThis fact olone makes it clear that these doviotions cannot be explained
aith‘g by accidents, or.errors on the part of individuals or groups, or T
even By the influence of national peculioritiss op. teaditions, ates Thepe
must be, some funcamontal causes within the economic system itsolf and in -
the chagacter of the dovelopmont pf all capitalist countries shich constantly
breed these deviations « The 1ittle . . book by the Dutch Mapxist, Anten
Pannekoek, The Ingtical Differonces in ihe Lebous Movement, publiched last
year, represents on interesting ottempt to explain these cauces, e will,
in our further exposition, acquaint the peader with the conclut o
Pannekoek, which ene cannot help reccgnising as quite corrects k.

One of the deeper causes which give rise to the periodical differences in

regard to tactics is the very fact of the growth of tho labour movement,
If this movement be measured not by the standard of some fentastic ideal,
but considered ¢s a practical movément of osdimary paople, it will become

- . elear that the continued encollment of fresh “recruits™ end the droming in

of new sections of the toiling masses musk inovitably be accompanied by -
hesitations in theory and tactics, by the repetion of old niotalees and by

- the temporary return to obsolets views and methods, etce The labour movew ..
"ment of every country pericdically cpends more or less of its ris:svla_of enargy

attention and time on the"tsaining” of pecruitse : s :
Further. The pace of development of copitaliom 45 not the some in.
various countries and different sphacas of national sconomye Masxiem ie
mors easily, more quickly, more fully and firmly mactored by the wopking
class and its idsclogists in conditions of the groatest devolopmant of big
industry, Econcmic rolations which ore baclesord or fall behind in thedr

"development constantly lead to the eppearance of edharconto of the labour

movement who master only cestian acpscts of Marxism, only soperato sections
of the new world outlook, only seperate slognnz and demands, being incapsble

of- breaking decisively with all the troditicns of ths bourgecois cutlook in-gensal

and the bourgeois-democratic world outlook in pasticulare T
‘Then, a censtent source of differonces is provided by the dialectic

nature of social development which procueds in cootredictions. Capitalism

is progressive since it destroys the old methods of producticn and develops

the productive forces at the same time, ot o certian ctage of development,

it delays the growth of these productive forces, It dsvalepe, organises

ond disciplines the warkerss and it precsss, cppressas, leads to dogenere

ation, poverty, otce Capitaliom fteelf creatos its own gravediggass, .

itself creates the elements of the now cystem and, ot the same time, these

elements, wihtout a "leap”, can changs nothing in the gensral condition‘of

things, cannot touch the demimation of capitol. Marxiem, ns a theory of

dinlectical materialicm, ie capable of embracing thsco contradictions of

actusl life, of tho hictory of capitaliem ond tho labour momement. But

it 15 self-evident that tho masses lsarn.from 1ife, and not from books, and

consequently individuals and groups constantly axddgorate end raise to a

one=sided theory and onsesided system of tactics now ona, now eancther featurs

of cepitalist developmant,; mow ona, nuw enother "lesson” of this devalopment,
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. Bourgeois idoalogists, liborals and damecrato, wio do not underatand
Marxism and the modern labor movement, are constantly jumping from one helpless
extreme to ancthers Nou they eiplais that it ie all bscouss wicked psrsons
"incite” closs agashot class, and now thesy console themselves jf that the workers®
party {8 a "peacaful pasty of. referm.” Both snapchossyndicalisa ond reformism must
e considered es the dizect prcdust of tiuis bourgsois weeld cutlock and influence.
"hay both seize upon on oide of tho labor movement, seisc this one pidednose to a

arory ond declare as muturlly exclussive such tendencics or feaiures of the labor
.iovement as form the specific poculiasity of ono or another perioed) of ons or
crcther of the conditiens of sctivity of the working clagsh But peal life and real

. history include in themsslvos thoso various tendencies,  just os 1ife and development

in nature include in themsslves both slow eveolution and repid lesps, breaks in -
gradualness, : - ‘ - -
" The revisionist consider es phracas, all arguments sbout "leaps” end about
principles underlying the antagonism of the labor movement to the old oocietye
They accept reforms as e partial rsalization of socialisme Thesgnarcho=syndicalists
rejects "petty werk,” particularly the utilication of the porlimentary tribune.

In practice these latter tactics emount to waiting for”big cays™ and sxhibit an .

inability to gather the forces for croating big events. Both the revisionists and

anarcho=syndicaliste hinder the most urgent business of uniting the wopkers in big,

strong and well-Punctioning organisations, capable of functioning well under gll -

circumstances, imbued with the epirit of the clase struggle, clearly recognizing
their aims and trained in the real Marxian world outlooks . .

_ Hers we will permit ourselves o small digression and remark, in parentheses,
to avoid possible micundsrstending, that Pannckosk illustrates his onalysis
exglusivelyby examplos from West Eurppean history, particularly from Gspmany and
France, and has absolutslynot had Ruddie in view, If it somotimes appsars that
he hints at Russia, this iz simply due to tho fact that the fundamental tendencies
which give rise to dofinite deviations from Marxist tactics, aleo menifest them=
selves with us, notwithstanding the enormous distinction botueen Russia end the -
Westy in point of culture, modss of 1ife, and historical and occoncmic differences.

: Finally, an excesdingly important ceuse giving rise to differences between
members of the labor movemsnt is the chonges in ths tactics of the ruling classes
in geheral and of the bourgeoisio in particuler. If the tactics of the bourgeoiei

wers always uniform or atleast homogenecus, ths woeiing class would heve quickly

learned to reply by equally uniform or hemogoous tactiess Tho bourgooisie in all
cvuntries in practice insvitably sleborateo tuo cystems of govesning, two methods
of- struggle for its intsrosts and for dofence of its domimation, and these two

methods now replace. ono anothsr and now intorlmce in difecpent combinations.

Thess ars, first, the method of violenso, ths method of refusing all concessions
to the labor movement, the method of supporting oll ancisnt end dying institutions,
the method of uncompromieing rejection ef roformse Such is the cubstance of ‘the ..

_chnservative policv. Tha sscond mathod iz the mothsd of ."mn-qg,,m". of steps to=

- .

wards the the developmant of political rights, of zeforas, of concessions, etce
The baurgeoisie pasces frem ons method to another not through the malicious
design of inuividuasls and not by accident, but by forco of the besic contradictorn
iness of its ocwn poesition. A normal capitalict coclety cennot succesfully
develop without a stablizod ropracontative systeam, without certain peolitical
rights being granted to the population, vhich is nacesearily distinguished by the
comparitiviey high claims it procente with regard to"cultura.” This demand for =
certain minimum of culturc arises from the very conditions of the capitalist mode
of production with its high technicuo, complexity, flexibility, mobility, repidity
of deselopment o world competiticn, otc. In consequence of this, fluctuations in
the tactics of the bourgooisie and tezansitions Prom the systom:of violence to the
system of would=be ~cncesssions arc peculiar to the history ef ell Europesan countriss
for the last half cotusy, and vapicus countries mainly davolop the epplication of
sne or another msthod ad dofinitc porieds, For inatanco, England in the sixties
and seventies of the ninsteenth contury wae thu clasaicol eountgy of “1iborel)”
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bourgios policy, Gesmany in the seventiss and efchties kept to the mathod of
forceyatce : p ;

# when this method ruled in Germany, a one=sided echo of this oystem of

“bourgeois-government was the growth in the labor movement of anarcho=syndi=
‘calirm, or, es it was-then-callad, anarchism the "Young” in tho beginning
of the ninetles, and Jchenn Most in the beginning of the aighties)s When e
turn towards "con-~sssion” took place in 1890, this ‘tucn prcued, a8 it aslwaya
has done, even more dangerous for the lebor movement, since it gave rise ta.-
an equally onswsirled echo of bourgeois reformisms opportuniem in the labor
movemente : ; oy : i

"The positive aim of the liberal progresaive policy uf the bourgeoisis,”
says Pannekoak, "is to misslead the workers, to introduce a eplit in’ the ranks,
to transvorm their politics into an impotent eppendage of an impotents aluays
impotent and ephemerals; would be paformisme” :

The bourgsoisie, not in”vequently, attains its object, for a certain time,
‘by means of a "liberal" policy which represents, according to the Juest
cemark of Pannekoek, a"more cunning” policye A pact cf the workers and a part
of their leaders allow themselves to be deceived by seeming concessionse The :
revisionists proclaim a-“cbsolete” the doctrine of the class struggle, or.
begin to carry on a policy which in faut penounces it. The zigzags of
bourgeois tactics causs a strengthensng of revisioniem in the labor movement
and not infrequontly lead to differences within it to the point of a splite
A1l the cuuses of the kind indicatsd . cvoka differences in reletion to
the tactice within the labor movement and in the proletarian ranks, But thers
is not and there cannot be o Chiness wall betwzan the proletarit and the edje~
cent sections of the potty bourgeoisis, including peasentry. It is clear
that tha trensition HPof individuals, groups, end sections of the petty
bourgeoisie to the prolstariat cannot but give rise, in its turn, to vacillation
in ~he tactics of ths latter. ' : - : :
. The experienco of the labsr movement of veriocus countriss helps to
elucidate the cesenca of Marxist tactlcs on conrrete praciicol questions,
end helps the younger countriss to distinguish rore clearly the true class
aignificance-of deviations from Mazxism and more successft-ily to Pight theme
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ot o TARLTSMUAND IEVISIONISM: o
oL L INHERENT EONTRADICTIONS :OF PATTY DIVERCEMENT:
Yy  Pirst, 'the question of the struggle inside our Party: The
S struggle did not. commenice yesterday; nor has it ended:yet, - If we

. take the history of -our:Party from the.time -4t came:intosbeing-as a
‘group of Rolsheviks in-the:year.1903, .énd if we examine :its’ latest
. stages right: up to the present time, then it can:beistated:without _
any exaggeration-that’ the’ historyiof our: Party-is theihigtory:of the
> ‘struggle of -contradictions within: “this:Party, a history:iaf the.over-
. - coming of 'these.cohtradictions and of.the gradual.consoiidation of
- our Papty-on the bastsiof. overcoming these contradittionss- It may
be said:thét the-Russiuns:are tooi.quarrslsome;  that!theyslove pole-
'mics, that they:create differencés and for-that reasonsthe.develop-
- ment of the jussian Party is.a process of: overcoming-inteérmal Party
‘antagonisms;  This:would not be true, comrades,..- Thig:ds not a mat-
-ter ofAbeingtquaﬂrel&pme;ﬁﬁtﬂa-anmatéerabfmdﬁfferehcesxsrgripriaci- ;
: ple&;-arising“1n~tha~g@ﬁbessﬂofmthe;dewelopment$pf;thsﬁzgwﬁxﬂand.the

-'process of the ﬁit,f"i!a" : bf the prp-lefg.rigt-.-' . sepnoghg frleud

cefant "THimeans that antagonisms-can. ond be. overcome by:dthe: struggle
" ‘Pop this or-that princip¥®,” for:this or that: fightingralm;.sfor:this
o ‘that method -of“s'trug%aef which leads'to the goal. ~ftme can and must
+ " enter into every Kind of compromisée with those'of ailikeimind within
- the Party on questions of current politics, on guestions.of a purely
“spractieal nature, But:when thege gquestions -are bound upwith-dif-
ferences of opinion involving principles, then no compromise;: no
"midéle” line in guestion involving principles. = Bither: the one or
Y the other principle ' must be°made the basis of thawwork:of the -
" Paprty. A "middle" line.on 'questions involving principlessis.a "line"
' which leads to'confusion of mind, a line which glossegwover differ-
-ences; & ‘line of idological degeneration.ofithe ‘Party,-a ‘line of
+#'ideological death of the Party, .= =70 o0 B

-~ .. How 'do‘the Social-Democratic parties in the: Westikiwve and de-
" ‘velope? Are there .any internal .contradictions and differences over
‘principles -in those parties?. Of course there are..:fodhey expose
- these contradictions and try to overcome them honestly and frankly
before the eyes ‘of “the masses of the party? No,-of icourse they do
' not, It is the practice of. the Soclal-Democrats .ta congeal these
antagonisms, it is 'the practice of :the Social-Democrais-to convert
‘their ‘conferénces and congresses into masquerades,dnto official
- pargdes intended to show that all is- well within.the:party; every
- effort ‘is made to conceal 'and gloss over the differenceswithin
the party.. FEut nothing but confusion and ithe intallesctuasl impove-
rishment of the party.:can . result from such.prac¢tices.o This is one.
~ ‘of the causes of the decline of Western Europeanjoctal-Democracy,
which at one time was revolutionary, butiis now.reformist.
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.. We, however, cannotlive and develop. in this-way.. The policy
of finding a "middle course" on:questions of princliple is:not our
- policy. The policy of finding a "middle course' onvquestions of
principle is the policy of declining and degenerating parties., Such
a policy cannot but result in the Party becomingia-mere bureaucratic
apparatus beating the air, and detached from the masses;--This path
is not our path. :




II

The whole history of our Party confirms the postulate that the
history of our Party is the history of overcoming internal Party
differences and the steady consolidation of the ranks of our Party
on the basis of overcoming these contradictions....

It follows that the fight to over<come internal Party differences
is the law of development of our Party. :

It may be said that this is the law for the Communist Party of
the Soviet Union and not for other proletarian parties. This would
not be true. This law is the law of development of all parties of any
condiderable size, irrespective of whether they are the proletarian
party of the U.S.S.R. or the parties of the West. While in small
parties in small countries it may be possible to gloss over differences,
to cover them up by the authority of one or several persons, it is
impossible to do so in a large party with diversified districts. In
such parties development by overcoming contradictions is an
inevitable element of growth and consolidation of the party. This is
how development proceeded in the past, this is how it proceeds at the
present day,

I would like here to call in the authority of Engels, who in con-
junction with Marx, quided the proletarian parties in the West through
several decades. I refer to the eighties of the last centruy, when
the anti-Socialist laws were in operation in Germany, when Marx and
Engels were in exile in London, and when the Socijal-Democratic organ,
The Social-Democrat, was published illegally abroad and eeally
guided the work of German Social-Democracy. Bernstein at that time
was still a revolutionary Maxrxist (he had not yet gone over to
reformism). Engels kept up a lively correspondence with Bernstein
on current questions of Social -Democratic policy. This is what he
wrote to Bernstein in 1882: '

Apparently, all labor parties in big ccuntries can deveicpe only in the process of
internal struggle, in complete accordance with the lawa of dialectical development.
The German Party became what it is in the struggle between the Eisenachers and

g the Lassalleans, inwhich tlie very friction played the principal role. Unity
became possible only when the riffraff, ddliberately ‘ostered by Lassalle as
instruments in the struggle, became worn out, and here too it was brought about
with too great haste on our part. ;

In France, those who, while having sacrificed their Bakuninist theories, con-
tinue to employ Bakuninist methods of fighting, and at the same time desire to
sacrifice the class sharacter of the movement to their social aims must also
become worn out before unity will agzin become possible, To advocate unity under
such conditions would be sheer stupidity, Moralising sermons will not prevent
infantile sickness, which under modarn conditions must be experienced.
(Marx-Engels, Selected Corresponden:e, p. 382.)

For, says Engels in another passage:

Contradictions cannot be concealed for kong. They are settled only by
fighting them out. (Ibid. )
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This is how the existénce of contredictions within our Party and
the development of our Party through overcoming these contradictions
by fighting them out are to bve sxplalned. - ,

Where do these Gentradiectiona criginate from, what are their -
sources? '

I think that the contradicticns within proletarian parties

-

originate from two circunstances, What srs bthese?

These are, first, the vregsgure of the bourgecisie and of bour=
geois 1deolozy upon the prolateriet end its.party in the course of
the class struggle, the pressurc o whilsh the more irréegolute sec-
tions of the pwole%ariat gnd thet megns the wmvering sections in
the Party, not infrequenﬁly guccunb, We mush not think that the

. proletariat is coumpletely isclated from ecoclety, or that it stends

apart from society., The prolatariet is part of society and connected
with it through its divergified strata by numercus ithreads., The
Party is part of the proletariat, and for thet reason .the Party
cannot escape the sontacts and influence of the diversified strata

of bourgeols. soclety, The pressure of the bourgcoisie end its lde-
ology upon the proletariat snd vpon 18s Party result in bourgeois
ideas, morals, nablits and moodg net inf{requently penetrating Into |
the proletariat end its Party through the wmedium of. ceriain strata
_of the proletariat commected in one way or ancthar with bourgeols
soclety, - - . T : .

Second, it is the diversified ckaracter of the wbéking-claas
the fact that it is nnde up of varliouz strata., I think that the pro-
letariat as a class may be dividad wp inbo thres strata:

The first strelum~-the principal nzss ol the proletariat, its
main core, 1t constant wart; tiis iz ths meeaz.of “he "thorough-
bred" prolotariens, who have lmng ago cub off all contacts with the
capitalist class, This stratum of The proletarist is the most re-~
liable support of Marxisn, : A e

The second stratum is composad of thoss proletariens who have’
recently emerged frcm nca-prolétariaa clesnes; from the peasantry
petty bourgeolsie snd intelligentaia, This stratum, having just
emerged from nor.-proleterisn clirses, hes brought into the prole-
tarian class its cld habits end cuvatomsz, At wavering and vacil-
lation., This stratum represents the most favorable soll for all.
gsorts of anarchist, scmi-anarchict end "ultra-Left" groupings.,

Finally, there is & third stratum., This 1s the aristocracy of
labour, the upver stratun of the werking class, the most secure in
its conditions compared with the other sections of the proletariat;
it strives to compromise with the bowrgsolsie; its predominating
mood 1s to adapt itself to the mighty of thz ecarth end to be -
"respectable”, This stratum represents the most favourable soil
for avowed reformistes and oppurimists, .

In spite of thelr apparsnt difference on the surface, the last
two strata of the working class represcat a more or legs common mi-
lleu which fosters opporvuniem: {renk snd avowsd opportunism when
the mood of the aristocracy of labour prevails, end the concealed



opportunism of"Left" phraces when +he need of that gtratum of the
working class prevalls which has not completely cut itself off from
the petty-bourgeois contacis. Tere i3 nothing surprising in the
fact that avowed opportunisn very frequently coincides with "ultra-
Ieft" moods. Lenin has said more than once that the "ultra-Left"
opposition is the reverse side of the Right wing, Menshevik, avowedly
opportunist opposition, and this is absolutely correct. If the
"yltra-Left" stands for revolution because it expects the immediate
‘vietory of the revolution, then naturally, it must fall into despair,
it must become disappointed in revolution 1f a hitch takes place

and the revolution is not immediately victorious.

Naturally, at every turn in the development of the class strug-
gle, on every occasion that the struggle becomes more acute and dif-
fioult, the difference. of views, the difference in the habits and
moods of the various strata of the proletariat must tell in the
forme of differences in the Partg, and the pressure of the bourg-

eoigie and its ideology upon the Party must inevitably cause these
differences to become more accute-and to find an outlet in the form

of a struggle within the proletarian party.

These are the sources of the inherent contradictions and dif-
ferences within the Party. - : : . -

Is it possible to avoid these contradictions and disagreements?
No, it is not. To-imagine that it is possible to avoid these contr-
dictions means to deceive oneself. Bngels was right when he said
that it is impossible to gloss over the contradictions within the
Party for any length of time, that these contradictions are solved
by struggle. : g >

This does not mean that the Party should be converted into a
debating society., On ths contrary, the Party of +the proletariat is,
and must remain, a fighting crganizeation of the nroletariat,
merely wish to cay that we must not rhut our eyes to differences
within the party if these differences are oOver questions of princi-

"ple. I want to say that only by fighting for principle can the
proletarian Party withstand the pressure and influence of the bour-
geoisie, Only by overcoming internal Party contradictions can we
guarantee the soundness and gtrngth of the Party. 3 L 3

-

1926
igt, (New York), August, 1937, pp. 773-776, Joseph Stalin
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