TWELVE POINTS OF BOLSHEVISATION

To achieve Bolshevisation it is necessary to bring about at least certain fundamental con-
ditions, without which no Bolshevisation of the Communist Parties will be possible,

1) The Party must regard itself not as an appendage of the parliementary electoral machi-
nary, as the Social-Democratic Party in fact does, and not as a gratuitous supplement to the
trade unions, as certain Anarcho-Syndicalist elements sometimes claim it should be, but as
the highest form of class association of the proletariat, the function of which is to lead all the
other forms of proletarian organizations, from the trade unions to the Party's group in parlia-
ment.

2) The Party, and especially its leading elements, must thoroughly master the revolutionary
theory of Marxism, which is inseparably connected with revolutionary practice.

3) The Party must draw up slogans and directives not on the bmsis of stock formulas and
historical analogies, but as the result of a careful analysis of the concrete internal and inter-
national conditions of the revolutionary movement, and it must, without fail, tostake into
account the experiznce of revolutions in all countries.

4) The Party must test the correctness of these slogans and directives in the crucible of the
revolutionary struggle of the masses.

5) The entire work of the Party, particularly if Social-Democratic traditions have not yet
been eraducated ub utm nyst be reirgabused ib bewm revikytuibart kubesm si that every step,
every action, taken by the Party should naturally serve to revolutionise the masses, to train
and educate the broad masses of the working class in the revolutionary spirit.

6) In its work the Party must be able to combine the strictest adherence to principle (not
to be confused with sectarianism!) with the maximum of ties wnd contacts with the masses
(not to be confused with khvostism [tailism]!); without this, the Party will be unable not only to
teach the ma sses but also to learn from them, it will be unable not only to lead the masses and
raise them to its own level but also to heed their voices and anticipate their urgent needs.

7) In its work the Party must be able to combine an uncompromising revolutionary spirit
(not to be confused with revolutionary adventurism!) with the maximum of flexibility and
manoeuvring ability (not to be confused with opportunism!); without this, the Party will be
unable to master all the forms of struggle and organisation, will be unable to link the daily
interests of the proletariat with the fundamental interests of the proletarian revolution, and to
combine in its work the legal with the illegal struggle.

8) The Party must not cover up its mistakes, it must not fear criticism; it must improve
and educate its cadres by learning from its own mistakes.

9) The Party must be able to recruit for its main leading group the best elements of the
advanced fighters who are sufficiently devoted:to t“2 cause @o be genuine spokesmen of the
aspirations of the revolutionary proletariat, and who are suffiently experienced to become real
leaders of the proletarian revolution, sapable of applying the tactics and strategy of Leninism.

10) The Party must systematically improve the social composition of its organisations and
rid itself of corrupting opportunist elements with a view to achieving the utmost solidarity.




11) The Party must achieve iron proletarian discipline based on ideological solidarity,
clarity concerning the aims of the movement, unity of practical action and an understanding
of the Party's tasks by the mass of the Party membership.

12) The Party must systematically verify the execution of its decisions and directives;
without this, theses decisions and directives are in danger of becoming empty promises,
which can only rob the Party of the confidence of the broad proletarian masses,

In the absence of these and similar conditions, Bolshevisation is just an empty sound.

J.V. Stalin 1927
Collected Works, Vol. 7, pg. 38-40
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