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During the summer of last year, after a wider meeting
held in Rome, the leadershlp of the Itallan Communist Party,
feeling the first effects of the Harxist-Leninist awakening,
issued a series of directives almed at neutralizing the ac-
tion of the groups which, inside and outslde the Farty, work
to unmask and condemn ifs political line,

These directives amounted to a co-ordinated series of
interventions of various klnds, They can be baslcally sum-
marized in the followlng way: a, to write and to speak as
little as posslble about the current ideologic debate, and
agpeclally about the true posgltlong of the Chlnese comrades;
b, allow comrades who uphold Marxist-Leninist positions to
get thinge off thelr chest by means of words alone, when 1t
is impossible to avold the discussion; c¢. punish with dis=-
ciplinary means attempts by comrades to glve concrete ex-
pression to Marxist-leninist ideas in political posltions by
means of resolutions, agendas, articles, and other written
and slgned documents; d. fight to the end and by any means
againet Marxist-Leninist groups which have already been
formed outside of the party, and in partlicular agalnst those
which due to regular publication of documents and newspapers
seemed most dangerous,

It was left up to local leaders to declde in each case
whether it would be better to use party"democracy" or party
"disclpline®™ in the various situatlons, and they were warned
to draw clear distinctione between Marxlst=Leninlst groups
and Trotskyltes or other formations of thils kind.

These directives have been obeyed wlth more or less
zeal and enthuslasm, however they have axertaed a substantial
pressure on our movement, thelr welght 1® e¢learif one pimply



compares the strength of the revisionist apparatus with
that of the embryoniec lMarxist=Lanlst organization.

Little by litcle the actlon of the revislonlsts was
supplenmented by & serles of successlve campalgns of FUmOrg==
deliberately clroculated =- which always spoke of imminent
acrecezents between Sovliet and Chinese leaders, of friendly
and secret contacts between the Itallan Communist Party and
the Chinese Communist Farty, of delegatlione of thesa two
parties which were always Jjust about to leave froa there and
from here to meet and "make peacey all thlis was done with
the obwvious alm of provling that the disacresments were nothing
sgrlous, nothing lasting, and that soon everything would be
ags it had been previously. Fantastlc interpretatlons of
Togllatti's testament and of the liguldation of Enhrushchev
were put in clrculation, later they were gathered 1ln the
(anonymous) letters to the conrades of the Itallan Communist
Party /See Translatlons on International Communist Develop-
mente, No 604, JPRS: 28,6907 about which we spoke 1n the
last issue of Nuova Unita.

Later the electoral canpalsn represented a good op-
portunity to attempt to bury the ldeocloglcal debate under
the nolses of comitla and under the leverish activitles of
preferences, and to rebulld the unity between Marxists-Lenin-
ists and revisionists, between revolutionaries and reformists,
on the altar of unity against the lists of candidates of
Tightwing parties, Finally the Italian Communist Party drafted
gsome of its hizh epokesmen in order to try to regaln some
elements which had been leading the flght for Marxismo-Lenlin-
igsm by hinting at profound renewal wlthin the party and by
showilng the greatest liberallty towards the posltlons as-
sumed by our comrades, under the condlition that we abandon
the ldea of a new Marxist-Leninlet party. After about six
monthe we can say that the various Marxlst=Leninlst groups
have withstood very well the pressure and the heavy maneuvers
of the revisionist apparatus. lHost groups have continued to
carry on thelr btattles courazeously and resolutely. The axz-
pulsion of many comrades from the Itallan Communist Party
in Plsa, Livorno, Vicenza, Ascoli-Plceno, eto. dates from
thie period, so does the formatlion of new Harxist-Leninlst
groups, &sectlons, and clrecles in these and other localltles.
Notwithstandlng the coneslderable organizatlonal difficultles
encountered by the productlon and the distribution of Kuova
UInita the newspaper's circulation has contlnued to grow,

50, A8 far as we know, has the clrculatlon of publications
devoted to the translation of the documents of fraternal
Marxigt-Leninliet partlies and movements. The Young (m=1)
Communist League has been able to form in Mllan, and it has
started a youth movement which is developingz all over Italy.



Only in Milan a Tew comrades,who however had contributed much
to the development of the movement, lacked sufficlent political
experlence and ldeologlcal solldlity to withstand the revislon-
its offenslve, which has been particularly strong in this city.
Against the posltions of Nuova Unita they ended up adopting

the positlons of the group which operates ilnside the party

wlth the "anonymous letters" the amblguous character of which
we have loudly dencunced. They have opposed the line to bulld
a new Marxist-Leninist party and have instead adopted the formula
of working inslde and outside of the party "for the inslde and
for the ocutsidey as if it were possible to work simultaneously
for revisioniem and for Marxism=Leninism.

Eplsodes llke this represent one aspect of the great
travall which the Italian workinz class must overcome in order
to defeat the revisionlst force of inertla and in order to
find again the road which leads to revolution. These episodes
do not affect =- except as individual cases -~ the work to
bulld the movement and the new party in which the true com-
munists are engaged, Furthermore they also have a great posl-
tive slgnificance: they familiarize us with the ways and the
means by whlch revislonlsts are attempting to paralyze the
movement and to hinder i1ts development. Such eplscdes also
warn us of the fact that we must watch out most for the revi-
Blonlst leaders and for thelr azents who masquerade more or
less as Marxists-Leninists, and who are trying to influence
Marxist =Leninists by means of the most abject ldeologlcal
corruption and of political blackmail.




