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INTRODUCTION

Th%s pamphlet is being released for publication by the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of Ireland (Marxist-Leninist) in
orFl_er to expose the savage and all-sided ideological, political and
military offensive being waged against the Irish people by the foreign
aggressor, British imperialism, under the current Anglo-Irish
Agf'eement. This is a criminal attempt to snuff out our rights as a
natlop to national independence and re-unification by crushing the
ongoing heroic patriotic resurgence against the illegal British colonial
ocgupation of the northem 6 Counties of Ireland . This offensive of
British imperialism is being waged with the active connivance of the
n.ational traitors of the Irish monopoly bourgeoisie, and with the
sinister backing of U.S.imperialism, one of the two superpowers, and
the EE.C. powers, members of the warmongering U.S.-led
N.A.T.O. bloc (and partners in crime of our national enemy, British
imperialism) in contention with the Warsaw Pact bloc led by the other
superpower warmonger, Soviet social imperialism.

T.he Anglo-Irish Agreement 1985 is an unjust and lying attempt to
.demgrate and deny the inalienable rights of the Irish people to national
independence and re-unification on the basis that: (a) the Irish people
do not consitute a true nation, but only 'two separate communities' and
two separate traditions’, instead of a unified national entity, and
the_refore cannot be due the rights of self-determination and sov-
ereignty which are due to any valid nation, and which in Ireland’s case
means re-unification as well; (b) the Irish people's patriotic armed
struggle, consequently, cannot be a legitimate national liberation
struggle with a democratic mandate from the people of Ireland; and that
therefore (c) the Irish people's just patriotic armed struggle is an act of
so-called 'international terrorism’, which must be ‘eradicated in the
interests of safeguarding international order and world peace’, i.e. in
order to eliminate a potential breach in the U.S.-led N.A.T.O, bloc
which would be provided by the removal of British impexialis;
occupation of the north and domination of Ireland as a whole and the
emergence of a new Ireland in genuine sovereignty and independence

The Anglo-Irish Agreement is another great crime against the Iris.h
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people, perpetrated in the first place by the age-old national aggressor,
British imperialism; in the second place by the Irish monopoly
bourgeoisie, operating through their dual tactics of collaboration with
the foreign aggressor, as fascist unionists and constitutional
'nationalists’, the first assisting the British imperialists in a campaign
of beatings, burnings, assassinations and pogroms to divide and set
the Irish people at loggerheads with each other on the age-old
frandulent racist and religious basis through the complete hoax of
‘opposing the Anglo-Irish Agreement’, whilst the second instructs the
Irish people to lie down in the face of this colonial fascism and put
their trust in the foreign aggressor, British imperialism, for
'protection’, when the British imperialists are actually the
organiser of the unionist fascists in the first place. This is all
organised by the British imperialists themselves to provide the scenario
for the British government to send in their foreign army to 'save life
and property, and uphold law and order by keeping the two sides
apart', but actually carrying out the suppression of the Irish people's
patriotic movement itself. S

At the same time, the Anglo-Irish Agreement is another cynical and
sinister attempt, in repetition of 1914, to submerge Ireland’s rights to
freedom and independence by placing it in the balance of the criminal
imperialist rivalry and the superpowers' truly Hitlerite preparations for
another world war in our time, and to strengthen the grip of N.A.T.O.
over Ireland as a whole, and to whip the Irish people in their entirety
into line behind the chariot of U.S.impenalism in the war
preparations.

The exposure of this sinister conspiracy against the Irish nation,
posed by the Anglo-Irish Agreement, is an integral part of the work of
the proletarian Party to politically organise the working class and unite
and mobilise the masses of the people of Ireland for the revolution,
which is the necessity facing our generation, the necessity which we
face as Irish people to achieve our nation's ancient and just cause of
national freedom, and the necessity which we face in common with the
working class and all the nations and people of the world to avert
world war by making our contribution to the overthrow of the system
of world imperialism, headed today by the two superpowers,
U.S.imperialism and Soviet social imperialism, which is the only basis
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for such wars.

T-he overthrow of British imperialism would be of the greatest
possible assistance to the working class and the people and nations
struggling everywhere for national liberation, for social emancipation
f'ind a world of lasting peace against this aggressive system of
imperialism and social imperialism, capitalism and fascism, including
the working class of Britain, as well as of the United States of America
and the Soviet Union, since British imperialism is one of the leading
allies of U.S.imperialism and one of the most aggressive imperialist
powers.

This pamphlet is to address this necessity facing our generation and
help to prepare the revolution in Ireland by drawing together all the
manifold struggles of the working class and the Irish people for their
rights and their complete emancipation, and helping to broaden and
deepen the participation of the masses of the workers and people in
_the glorious ongoing patriotic and anti-imperialist mass movement,
including the heroic, just and essential armed struggle against British
colonial occupation of the north, thus creating the basis for the
people's national united front, irrespective of any secondary diff-
erences of region, background, nationality or race, personal faith or
party allegiance, occupation or social status, men and women, young
and old.

Ths: necessity facing our generation is to bring to fruition the
centune_s of struggle and the sacrifices of generations of the Irish
people, in particular the heroic sacrifices and struggles of the people of
the north_over the last 18 years, in the final conflict - the insurrection
ofthe e_nure Irish nation for the complete military defeat and wholesale
cxpulsion of the foreign aggressor, British imperialism, from the
gorthem 6 Counties and from Ireland as a whole, achieving national
hbe:ration and establishing the new Ireland, the IRISH REPUBLIC, in
which the masses of the Irish people hold state power as laid down’ in
the solemn and binding declaration, the historic PROCLAMATION
OF 1916 OF POBLACHT NA H EIREANN, and thereby for the
first time are in a position to decide their own destiny, including the
.for_m of their society and government, freed of forei gn interference and
s internal agencies of native betrayal.

Part one :

FASCIST TERROR IN NORTH TO
CONJURE UP BOGEY OF 'CIVIL WAR'

People throughout Ireland have been watching the ongoing events in
the north with an ever-growing sense of apprehension this year as,
week by week, the situation has been deteriorating.

In particular, with the annual so-called 'commemorations' of the
victory of William of Orange at the Battle of the Boyne in 1690 in the
July 12th period extending through the Derry Apprentice Boys on
August 12, the litany of beatings, arson attacks and assassinations has
reached a new crescendo in wholesale invasions of local communit-
ies, such as the cold-bloodedly planned, vandal assault on a
community in Rasharkin, County Antrim in July. Such events clearly
point to the danger of a return of the sectarian communal pogroms
in the British colonial north on the very worst scale of the past,
such as in the 1919/early '20s period and in 1969.

‘At the same time, although the greatest terror is focussed against the
people in the north, the loyalist invasion of Clontibret just south of the
border in August and the subsequent provocation of the unionist
fascists at the time of the court case of the D.U.P's Peter Robinson in
Dundalk shows that the people in the south are under threat as well.

People are saying that, not only are conditions NOT being improved
by the Anglo-Irish Agreement since it came into operation on
November 15th last year, but they are actually getting rapidly worse
under this agreement, despite the fact that it was hailed by its authors,
the governments of Britain and the southern 26 County Irish Republ-
ic, as 'the most important political initiative to bring about a peace-
ful resolution of the conflict in Northern Ireland since it began 17
years ago in 1969

And the people are right.

Instead of 'peace' being ushered in on the basis of ‘reconciliation
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between the two communities and two traditions' - which was the
avowed objective of the Anglo-Irish Agreement - the situation has all
the appearance of being driven towards the ‘civil war' about which
Paisley and his fascist unionist brethren take such delight in 'warning’
us.

Is it simply the case - as the signatories to the Hillsborough Accord,
the British and Irish governments, are trying to make out - thatitis a
question of 'giving the Anglo-Irish Agreement a chance to work'? Is it
true that 'given enough time', the two governments will be able to
'convince moderate public opinion in both communities' of the benefits
of co-operation between the British and Irish governments and
thereby in fact bring the violence in the north to an end, precisely by
persisting in their determination to implement the Anglo-Irish
Agreement?

There is not one shred of truth in these claims of the British and Irish
governments for the alleged 'benefits' of the Anglo-Irish Agreement,
or for it being well worth the waiting for these "benefits' to emerge.

And the reason for this is that the Anglo-Irish Agreement is an
entirely unjust and illegal imposition on the Irish 'people'by a foreign
aggressor, British imperialism, and this remains the case regardless
of the fact that a government which claims to speak 'in the name of
the Irish Republic' is also a signatory.

‘ ‘The British government claims that its objectives with the Anglo-

Irish Agreement are ‘democratic’. But were a British government to be

really democratic in its policy towards Ireland, its first and last

act would be to remove its illegal colonial regime from the north of

(S):lrv gsmtl:tryéklt would then be entirely up to the Irish people them-
make any i irs, wi \

e e A y intemal settlement of affairs, without any out-

But since the British government is persisting in the age-old policy

of all British governments heretofore in claiming that it has 'a duty to
pelp ’rt’isolv_e the Irish question’ - i.c. interfere in the affairs of a country
in which it has no right to interfere - therefore this Anglo-Irish
Agreement is fmed on the basis of an entirely fraudulent presentation
of the problems in Ireland, and with an objective quite the opposite to
the claimed intentions of 'peace through reconciliation'.

British imperalist distortions of the
'Irish Question '

It does not matter how much the British imperialists (and the
southern 'Free' State govemnment) preach about their 'good intentions'
with the Anglo-Irish Agreement, 1o good can come of it for the Irish
people, but only more harm, only more destruction and more deaths.
Because the whole premise on which the Hillsborough Accord is
based is a deliberate lie - that the Irish people do not in fact constitute a
single nation with the inalienable democratic rights of a nation to
independence and sovereignty, but instead two inherently different,
separate and opposed 'communities and traditions', i.e. where there is
no real Irish nation at ail, where there are no democratic principles or
standards by which the rights and wrongs can be established, and
where, therefore, the Irish people are denied their own democratic
rights, and are left with only such rights as 'Her Britannic Majesty’' is
prepared to bestow.

This lie is an essential ideological and political weapon of fascism,
in this case of British imperialism's age-old policy of colonial and
neo-colonial 'divide and rule' in Ireland.

On the basis of the lie that the Irish people do not constitute a
single nation, the British imperialists are attempting to justify their
continued colonial annexation of the north-eastem 6 Counties, which
is the comerstone to their continued interference in and domination of
the life of the Irish people and their continued exploitation of the
resources and the labour of the Irish people throughout Ireland as a
whole. As well as this it is the comerstone t0 the ever-increasing
domination of the Irish economy, north and south, by other world
imperialist powers and their multinational monopoly capitalist
companies and banks, in the first place U.S.imperialism, but also the
E.E.C. powers and Japan, with also some penetration by the capitalist
powers of the Soviet social imperialist bloc, where capitalism has
been restored since the betrayal of the genuine socialism of Lenin
and Stalin by Krushchev in the 1950s.

First and foremost, the British imperialisis are determined t0
maintain their colonial occupation of the north of Ireland at all costs,




10 UNITY AND FREEDOM TO THE IRISH PEOPLE !

UNITY AND FREEDOM TO THE IRISH PEOPLE ! 11

because of the super-profits which the British monopoly capitalist
Class plunders from the labour and resources of the Irish people.
And this is from the whole island of Ireland, since, by virtue of the
fact that they have annexed the north-eastern 6 Counties, this has en-
abled them to maintain their economic interests intact throughout the

sovereignty' in any case, since they themselves have sold out the
sovereignty of the British people to a foreign power, U.S.imperialism,
which has been a virtual occupying colonial power with its military
and nuclear bases, since the British Labour government of the day
handed these over gratis in the late '40s. And U.S.imperialism

rest of Ireland with the connivance of the national traitors of the
§0uthem Free'State. Not only did the British ownership of factories
in the south continue intact after partition, but also the ancient dis-
pqssession of the Irish people by the English or Anglo-Norman feudal
anstocracy continued virtually intact, with many of these 'Irish Lords'
still maintaining their palaces and country-seats and vast estates in
Ireland, but also ownership of vast areas of real estate on which the
Irish people still pay ground-rent as ‘tenants’ in their own country to
forelgners sitting in the British House of Lords at Westminster. And
this includes the Irish government paying ground rent to a British Lord
for property and the actual roadway on the main street, O'Connell
Str.e_et, ir the capital city, Dublin. Not only this, but in the last decade
British finance capital has actually moved into the southern 'Free'
State in massive force in real estate development, property develop-
ment, the construction of office blocks and supermarket shopping
complexes. At the same time British finance capital continues to rule
the roost, despite various cosmetic measures to ensure 'Irish banking'
and 'Iris_h insurance', and still has considerable control in the financial
system in the Republic', in banking and the stock market, insurance
etc.,@esplte the apparent 'change' which took place with the break with
Sterling which took place in 1979 and the entry of the Punt into the
E;I;ziain I\;lonetary System whilst the British Pound stayed outside.
reland _S :n (;)t ];f t.alk about the British imperialists being interested in
e right 10 & ritish gpvemme;nts themselves arrogantly talk about
! ave an interest in Ireland’ - from a strategic point of
view, frpm tl_le point of view of Britain's national security, defence
against invasion etc. But this is a complete fraud. For a start, no state
has the right 10 interfere in another state on the grounds,that the
1ndepen§cnce of that state might prove the means for another power to
oc?gpy 1 as a base for attack on Britain. Byt for another thing, these
British governments are not concerned about the 'protection of 1’3n'tish

certainly has no benevolent interest in the 'defence' of the British
people, indeed just as it has no interest in the well-being of the
American people. All these masses of people under the NATO bloc are
simply so much cannon-fodder to the U.S. superpower monopoly
bourgeoisic and the preservation of their world power and
exploitation.

The real significance of the British imperialists' 'strategic interest in
Ireland’ is that foreign conquest of Ireland was the base for their
expansion of capitalist development within Britain, and their base for
colonial expansion further abroad, and the British imperialists are
fighting a rear-guard action to defend what is left of the 'British
Empire' today, all the more vicious because it is a rear-guard action.
The 'strategic interest' of the British imperialists in Ireland is also, in
the final analysis, as Karl Marx pointed out, as a comer-stone to their
maintaining their class rule, their class dictatorship and whole system
of exploitation within Britain itself, over the British working class and
people. The British imperialists have always placed the utmost
importance on the defence of their Irish conquest because Ireland was
England's first colony and the means by which reaction could be
fostered within Britain itself and the British working class could be
held down in wage slavery.

But at the same time today, the British imperialists, that is the British
ruling class, the British monopoly capitalists - as an integral part of the
world bourgeoisie - act as the gendarme for the world system of
imperialism and social imperialism in Ireland today. With this Anglo-
Irish Agreement the British imperialists are seeking to snuft out the
current, ongoing heroic anti-imperialist struggle and reduce our nation
and the working class to subjection to their colonial and neo-colonial
domination once again, so as to force the burden of the crisis of world
imperialism upon the backs of the working class and other sections of
working people, such as small farmers. And, as an integral part of
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;hez;llénup;;;h;: solution to the:, crisis, they are trying to force the Irish
peoL Supclpow;s yol;t;: of .the m_1pe_:rialist war preparations, headed by
vt smngmenj-n ﬂf 1@penahsm and Soviet social imperialism -
T Ane o gA e grip of NATO over Ireland as a whole.
rasing e ‘oromise greement is a weapon of fascist deception -
Ireland in nal;i:rﬁsfndoegrrlgigz:s: tot‘:ards I'::acefm oseroen o
' 1al - to provide a s
(r)r}(iit n:rlctaoa?rclit ili:ir:::ermuse gf British colonial forc]:f;( f:ﬁ;iiﬂat?eg
ot ot o aif; ’ (Ienlsr;lsh people with the bogey of a fratricidal
B’gl;iz lf&?rﬁlo-:ix:ls_h Aghreement has be.',en the current means by which the
orish tm[iare:ll .1sts ave brought into play their age-old gambit to
delond their r:r{u:t anatrid '111ega1 _colpnial annexation in Ireland - the
[oonous on wii hcth . ThlS is tihe colonial fascist force of
simply .o;le " ch the Bntlspllmpenalists present as though this is
docepion 10 m;\]vlo commumngs and traditions in Ireland' as a
ondimary I 1z:c y create the division by driving a wedge between
ey peopl.e of. protestant background and Irish people of
caote fona'iground, whilst at. the same time the British imperialists
nd police & gn army of color.ual occupation and colonial paramilit
orces are sent in to crush the genuinely democr:éz

movement of the Irish nati ' i
ot on on the grounds of 'keeping the two sides

Religion could never be the issue.

This whol i !
nothing Do eacofl:;:ﬁguo;‘lh of 'two qommuniﬁes and two traditions' is
dtierming facin o . X € question of religion can never be a
nation or rop oD whether a r}anon exists and is due the rights of a
religions or sect Bu:ldstates.exxst in which there are a number of
roglons of uni'ty o ;e§ this mean that the people of such a state do
o Severals:rlillea rxézti:)l?r;!l b(é‘leafrly not. In another case,
fem s e veral o rof nations proclaimi i
or eaChpSta t;u:)a;rt r;llégflg: 311 common, even as part ofI:he corllr;?tﬁttihol;
of cach stai at all these nations might have a ¢
g s not mean these are all part of the one nation Ther? I:gn;i(:ln
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what about the case where religion has died out in a nation? Does the
fact that the people of Socialist Albania decided to close all places of
religious worship, with Albania becoming the world's first atheist
state, mean that the Albanian people became something less than a
nation from 1967 onwards? Far from it.

Religion as such has absolutely no bearing on the national question,
in terms of the factors which define nationhood, and this is regardless
of other well-known facts where people of what are real nations may
happen themselves t0 regard their religion as a crucial constituent of
their national character. In these cases this is simply a matter of their
subjective outlook, rather than objective and scientific analysis of the
fundamental features which define the existence of non-existence of
people as a nation.

In the case of Ireland, this question of religion was resolved as long
ago as the heroic Rising of the United Irishmen in 1798. The leader of
the United Irishmen, Wolfe Tone declared that, as the means 10
achieve the objective of national independence, the United Irishmen
were ...

"To unite the whole people of Ireland, to abolish the memory
of past dissensions and to substitute the common name o .
Irishman in place of Protestant, Catholic and dissenter ...."

And the United Irishmen did indeed forge these means for the nat-
jonal liberation struggle, which has proceeded constantly with every
generation since then, precisely on the basis of this achievement,
namely on the basis of the unity of the Irish people as a nation.

But although Wolfe Tone did abolish the religious factors for British
colonial 'divide and rule’, the real significance of the achievement of
Wolfe Tone and the United Irishmen was that they abolished the issue
of material substance which the British goverment had played on as
the actual basis for inciting these religious differences. The United
Irishmen abolished the real division between native Irish and those
people descended from the colonial plantation, the descendants of the

* From the autobiography "Life of Theobald Wolfe Tone™, exceipts in
"Ereedom The Wolfe Tone Way", Page 100
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British colonists. The unity of the Irish people as one nation was
sealed for all time in blood in the major revolutionary contributions
made by the mass risings in Antrim and Down by these people,
shoulder to shoulder with the native Irish, proving that the division
between the native Irish dispossessed of their land and those who had
been planted on this land in their place - but only as tenants
themselves, subject to exploitation and eviction by the English
landlords - had been overcome. From then on they were all Irishmen
and women, all the dispossessed of the Irish nation, fighting together
for the re-possession of the land of Ireland from the foreign colonial
power which was the usurper of the rights and the freedom of al the
people of Ireland, whether of native or of planter stock.
The Irish people constitute an indivisible unit as one Irish

nation. To raise, at this late stage in history, that the Irish people do not

constitute  a single nation is simply a fraud and a deception, perp-

ctrated for one sole objective, to deny to the Irish nation the rights
which are rightfully due to any nation, to deny to the Irish people
their right to re-unification, self-government and sovereignty.

To proclaim the division of the Irish nation on the basis of religion
could never be anything other than a fraud, but today it is increasing-
ly so. For it does not even matter to the British imperialists and their
collaborators in Ireland, the Irish monopoly bourgeoisie, whether the
individual actually is religious or practices religion or not - and this
is less and less the case with today's generation - that individual is
simply lumped as one more statistic into one or other category as
a 'protestant’ or a 'catholic"!

Equally, to proclaim that there is no single all-Ireland nation on the
basis that a section of the people are descendants of British colonial
plantations and that these are therefore 'British' people is absurd. For

one thing it is a very long fime in the history of the world's nation

states for such a question to have been s
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that what was perhaps the spearhead of }his national uprising took
place in the colonised north itself, in Antrim anq Down, amongst the
masses of the peasants and cottage workers of this same planter stpcl;
be explained away? Is someone going to dare tq deny that the Uénte
States of America constitutes a nation on the basis -that the descF:n apts
of George Washington and many of the Amfzncan revolutionaries
must be of British descent? But that is the question tha.t would :lz(we I(i
be asked by those who are now - at this la.te stage -.try.mg tq Hll (@ (:;1
that the ancient historical fact of British colo_rnsanop vio it_esh e‘
right of these descendants to be regarded-as Ins.h, a right which, as
a matter of fact, their own forbears won with their own_blood. i
For another thing, were the British govemmer.lt <|:on515tent IonI .
hoax of a section of people in Ireland, or at l?e_lst in 'Northern ;e an
being 'British’, why is it then that the Bnt.ls_h gove.rmenlt( ‘ az Oar;l
entirely different policy to the so-called British, Umte;d Emg1 j
citizens' of 'Northern Ireland’, compared to those in : (rilg anrv é
Scotland or Wales? Why do the people of 'Northem Ireland gse[he
the 'privilege', which has been bestoyved upor} t‘hem _alorze(‘t Sye e
British government since the foundatxon_ of th}_s prov!mce i o
term foreign to any other part of the ‘.Umte(.i ngdrom ),‘g phr:'vtl Ee
denied to any other citizen of the 'United K{ngdom , the 1-1gtl Z "
expelled from Britain, i.e. from anywhere in Englgnd, ch agand
Wales back to 'Northern Ireland’, whilst the poor .na-tlv?s‘) of Sco ,
Wales or England have no such privilege of 're_patnatlon 7 on
All those who put their faith in the possession of a British pas i;;(; )
to provide proof that they are 'British’ should remember r?rgvsuch
precedents, such as a very large number of people who ha
in Kenya. )
pa’Is';Ii):I:vshgll;(‘anZIysis‘ of British imperialism, the psegdq-scnoﬁrfil;;g
of their hack historians, and the echo of these same antx-hlstf)gfc:Bd[iSh
by the opportunist, social democratic anq rev151on{st agen(;jssmrtion >
imperialism, is nothing but the most cynical and hideous.t 1  history
the facts of Irish history, in an attempt to add the author‘l‘ yt S ots of
and science to the horrendous concoctions of thzl fasscllasndegng he
unionism, the made-up horror storieg ar'ld nursery t e:tematically ted
Irish people as 'anti-protestant catholics’, which are sy
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to people of protestant background to conceal their own true historical
background, that is of the masses of the ordinary working people of
protestant background, in the patriotic Rising of the United Irishmen,
and brainwash them with the fascist lie that the triumph of Irish
freedom and re-unification would result, at the very least, in their
expulsion from their homeland in Ireland, or at the worst, their
physical extermination.

Contrary to these lies, the people of protestant background have ab-
solutely nothing to fear from a united Ireland. In fact it is the dearest
and the deepest wish of the masses of the Irish people, north and
south, that they take up the only true and democratic cause, the
patriotic cause of the motherland of us all, Ireland, shoulder to
shoulder with the rest of the Irish people, who are their dear brothers
and sisters.

The unionist fascists, the capitalists and landlords and their lackey
clergymen, who are indoctrinating t he people of protestant back-
ground with these scare stories, are the exploiters and oppressors of
these people, not the 'natural leaders of the community'. And what

swindlers they are! Whilst Paisley prates about 'being British' he lines
his pockets with the silent collections he extorts from people and
purchases estates in Canada as his private bolt-hole from revolution in
Ireland (but in vain). What is the future of the masses of ordinary
people of protestant background? The landed aristocrats, the
Squierarchy and their factory-owning cousins - all the ‘captains',
‘majors’ and ‘colonels’ - for the most part have never been anything
other than foreign English landlords and capitalists in Ireland, with
their British public schools, their family regiments in the British
Army, their London Clubs and seats in the British House of Lords. But
what is the attitude of the British government and the British ruling
class to all these People in "Northem Ireland’ who are supposed to be
‘British'? This is aptly exp
i reland: the 'protestants' are ‘only so
many more Irish s0-and-so's!" ang all the same filthy pejorative names
they call the rest of the Irish people. This sums up, though in a
negative way, the common sense of national identity and unity as Irish
people which is felt positively, regardess of background or region,
when ii comes to the playing field, travel abroad and common pride in

..
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i i ide in the warm, generous,
beautiful ever-green isiand, our pri :
ﬁzgpitable, humorous and hard-working people, and the sparkling

music of Ireland. . _ 3
cm?nrcaalrll(:ltsheu, contrary to the claimed intentions of the British

imperialists and the southern Free' State bqurgeoisie, that the Angllo-
o ment is a measure of 'democratic ref_orm of Nor'them re-
:nsclll' Ag;eienstance to encourage the 'reconciliauo'n' of the two. dlff;
eagnt’ communities and differezr:lt. Sttr';tdzilloniv ethne0 p];ﬁt;;t;r: ::}:)gsa
e 4t \ - ionalist Trish' -
Br?usnlmignt:ile(b??o(:g:i;%?nal means!) - it is simply the i_nstrument
fat G aggressor - the application of the slogan of Jul'lu_s Caesar
e the o i gngt Roman Empire: "Divide et imperia"_, 'd:v:_dc and
con thex’ a(l)lf l"fiivide and rule' - in order to maintain its unjust and
gl(l);lg:lecolonial occupation of part of s?$ef§§ uc;.lltsre;s aszngxtﬁea?:rglz
ial i ination of tha
g:l):gl‘r: alwatrll:nr: e;f—;:slﬁgl n(:)og::mocratic rights to be in Ireland at all.

To 'give the Agreement a chance' is unacceptable

Clearly, the conclusion must be, thglt: to ﬁlg\;f ﬁtﬁfe ﬁg;g(l:lité
, ' 'gi eno
ment a chance to work', to_ give 1 gh tme 10 o
ﬁaﬁﬁfs‘ is not favourable to any kind of reco'ncﬂl_auon or pe?[(;e
constitutional progress towards a united Ireland'. t?ul::n ﬂc:,e c;npposd ﬁm.her
i t the continu
It would be to passively accep : e an 1
dangerous escalation of the most rabid campaign of Brltls(fll %ﬁgaglselg
sectarian fascist 'divide and rule'. It would mean to stan ; : gn oze ”
the face of the rising wave of beatings, arson ar;;i mlgrrc;‘:; SOWhiCh o
i face of the fascist communal po .
e mcralst ivi ise to spread a climate of total
itish imperialists are striving to organi \ =
]faeI;:lsand f:rror throughout the whole. community and the-cv;tﬁzlde) -
ish nation, regardless of people's religlol_ls baclcgroundr(islcl)the g
the region in which they live, whether in the. gonh 0 ot dheir
This is what the British imperialists are organising _by ﬁr:le o coal.
fascist terrorist colonial gangs, now orchestretlltedi :lme e of the
ition of the Ulster Clubs, and quite fraudulenty
i le of Ireland. -
ordinary protestant peop! : o vional waitors
To passively allow the British imperialists and the n
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ile free hand which they want to implement the Anglo-Irish
: green_le.nt, _would mean to refuse to face up to the truth, to reality: that
1t 1s British imperialism which is, as it has always been, respon'sible
for. every -suffen'ng of the people of Ireland, including sectarian
rel{glolfs.dlvisions, which they have entirely artificially incited as
their .su?lster tactics to maintain their national subjugation and
exploitation of the Irish nation, the whole nation, by ‘divide and rule’

It would mean, instead, accepting the right of this foreign impen'ali'st
aggressor, who has wreaked unbelievable torments and disasters on
.our. peop]e for so many hundreds of years already, to continue to
inflict ths suffering, but now on the basis of this whole lie which is
the entire basis and foundation of the Anglo-Irish Agreement; namely.
;h-a:l the only at'lmonFy that actually has a 'sincere interest insolving thej
TNSh question’, or is competent or able 1o give law and order to
Ireland and provide the foundation for a prosperous future by bringin
abou't the. so-called 'reconciliation’ between these allegedly g:ff%
ere:ni.t sectuons of people in Ireland (judged on this utterly fraudulent
rehg10u§ and racist basis), is British imperialism itself! ’

t Ft;)]r Irish people to accept the Anglo-Irish Agreement as the solution
0 the problems of our long-suffering country, would mean to refuse
(tjo face up to the respoqsibility which faces any freedom-loving and
€mocratic people: that it is only we, the Irish nation ourselves, who
ginnscolve our own probletms., indeed who have the right to rule our
o iso:glt;:'. Apd the real{ty is that the first and essential step we must
Jand 25 o ga;lnse anq unite to ﬂ'-lroyv British imperialism out of Ire-
country in(; y basis for establishing true democracy in our own
parliame,:nts ?rzlzf‘ of the ch.arade of colonial and neo-colonial
re-umificatio o ::lg;lhcl)ps). Since witl?out national independence and
o thought ot ronming ur;:loa‘rl;ii1 asf(;:ic:falgn nation state, there can be
Iri;I;]O ari)i:ept this reign of tf:m)r in the name of the so-called 'Anglo-
oo szﬁ:redezi :i)t; ;:;(;gzg;at:jon and peace’ would mean to give up on
' € democratic right i
give up on the very basis of our just denfanfl ?’(S)ra ir!:;:;];l;:r?czven o
charactgr as a single Irish nation, It would be to give up on anity
as a mation which gives us the essentia] competence t(I; act (;:rau:lr:z
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nation, and give up on the very juridical basis of our rights to nat-
ionhood in terms of the recognised attributes of nationhood;and-as
a matter of fact, even though the existence or non-existence of such
laws themselves cannot determine national rights - it would mean
giving up on the recognised terms of nationhood under interational
law. All this would signify giving up on our rights as a nation to
decide our own destiny ourselves, free from foreign intervention.

The necessity which faces us now

Since the Irish people do constitute a true nation, and always have
done, ever since the heroic Rising of the United Irishmen of 1798
vindicated in blood the existence of the modem Irish nation at the very
onset of the emergence of nations in the democratic epoch, ( being
herself recognised intemationally by democratic public opinion at that
very time of the great French Revolution) - then it is utterly
impossible for our nation to accept such a treaty as the Anglo-Irish
Agreement, which fundamentally violates our rights and even our very
identity as a single nation.

The Irish people will never accept this treaty, the Anglo-Irish
Agreement, forced on our nation by a foreign imperialist aggressor
with the connivance of national traitors, just as they have never
accepted any such previous foreign impositions in our history, and
have never accepted the right of any foreign power to dictate the
destiny of our nation, or indeed the right of any individual or group
claiming to speak 'in the name of the Irish nation' to sell our destiny
out to such foreign aggressors.

But the question facing the Irish people today is not merely a
question of non-acceptance, of simply defending our national integrity
which has always been the ever-living and healthy patriotic tradition
underlying every generation. The question today is to finally resolve
the problems in Ireland at their very basis. This means to bring t© a
successful culmination the many centuries of heroic struggle, but mqst
particularly bring 10 a final culmination the current phase of this heroic
struggle, the patriotic mass movement including the essential armed
national resistance struggle centred in the north over the last 18 years.
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in the insurrection of the enti .
fon i entire nation, in the revoluti -
fi ‘o1 . on through which
orefsl linpenahSm will be destroyed in Ireland for ever. &
revond ames Connolly, the heroic patriotic martyr and militant
Preserva:)t;:)arllyolfe:ltii er of the Irish working class, pointed out: whilst the
€ patrioti itions i : .
by themselves patriotic traditions is of essential value, traditions

‘can ne.ver be strong enough to ride the strom of a successful
revolution. If the national movement of our day is not merel
to re-e_'nact the old sad tragedies of our past history, it mu:t
Show itself capable of rising to the exigencies of the r;zome
It .mu.st- de@onstrate to the people of Ireland that o’:"

Zatzqnahsm iS not merely a morbid idealising of the past,
ut is capable of formulating a distinct and definite answ: '

fo the problems of the present and a political and eco o

creed capable of adjustment to the Sfuture " * e

The problems of the Present are not, as the British imperialists and

workers and the masses of unemployed workers and youth to MAKE
THE RICH PAY FOR THE CRISIS!, into the one movement for
the revolution.

This insurrection of the entire Irish nation is - at one and the same
time - essential to muster the full force of the nation necessary to
actually militarily defeat and expel this foreign aggressor, and to place
state power in the hands of the masses of the Irish people themselves,
which is the only basis which can enable them 1o solve all the manif-
old problems which people are struggling to solve, which are focuss-
ed today in the crisis of the imperialist system. This is a crisis of
foreign dependence, as the foreign imperialists and the Irish boureoisie
strive to impose the burden of the crisis onto the workers and people
of Ireland with factory closures, dispossession of the land of small
farmers, mass unemployment, government cutbacks in education,
housing, social welfare and health benefits, north and south, and the
return of mass emigration, especially of the youth, the future of the
nation. This is a crisis which can only be resolved by the masses of
the Irish people, holding state power under the leadership of the

working class, ending foreign dependence and building the new
Ireland on the basis of self-reliance without domination by or being
indebted to foreign monopoly capital.

;aﬁjlsgs :ollaborators in Ireland make out, in particular with this Anglo-
greement, problems of sectarian division and the necessitygfor

reconciliation between these so-called ‘two traditions and two

] .

€ just patriotic struggle to THR
FOREIGN AGGRESSOR, BRITISH MgI?ERIALISM?‘(YUTTg;:

IREL ' .
ol Opp?:sfg(;nFor th}s 18 to address and resolve the source and basis of
We must br;;? division amongst the Irish people.
Irish people in th:ﬂI agd deepen .the participation of the masses of the
movement, inclugd 1%1 Ol;l;l)us 0ngoing patriotic and anti-imperialist mass
national liberation \g ¢ heroic, just and essential armed struggle for
progressive mo - YYemust draw together all the other democratic and
Vements in the country, including the struggles of the

*. Article, "Socialism and Nationalism”
81@ of the Three Candles Fleet Sl:ree['
writings of James Connolly,"Socialism

Shan Van Voch, January 1897
.Dublin, 1948 edition of selected
and Nationalism",pagc 22

To build up and draw together all the existing struggles of the
people and unite the masses of the people, north and south, one and
all, regardless of any so-called 'differences of background', one thing
that is essential is to arm the entire Irish people ideologically and pol-
itically to fight and SMASH THE FASCIST 'DIVIDE AND
RULE' ANGLO-IRISH AGREEMENT !




Part two :

THE PROMOTION OF THE IL
LU
THE TABOOS OF BOURGEOIS 'DESI\I/I%B(I:'SR%I(\?H)){'

The Anglo-Irish Agreement 1985 ive i
( . _ - 1o give it the full official title -
Kv/[hmh Wwas signed at Hillsborough Castle in the north of Irelarﬁiﬂz
argaret Thatcher for the British Conservative government and b;,

tCézrret gitzGerald for the fine Gael-Labour Coalition government of
southern 26 County Irish Republic on November 15th 1985
enacted, according to its authors, '

: : . with the most enlj htened

flzpnehcznalzy trclilsmocranc' of motives for the benefit of the I;geop;:eof Eg
¢ people of Ireland in general

£ood relations between the people §f e g, P Of

Britain and Ireland.
The Agreement has a three year term, lasting till November 1988

working to be 'subject to review' -

Wi .
o elrlnh ;hlS greement the two governments declared their mutal
( 0 bring peace and prosperity to 'Northem Ireland' and
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once again - in the first place, the democratic right to the unity and
freedom of our nation.

The reason why it could be seen from the first that the Anglo-Irish
Agreement was inspired by the most hostile intentions against the Irish
people, instead of real concem for their best interests, was because it
did not start from democratic principle. :

Let us summarise the 'logic' used by the British and Irish
governments to promote the Anglo-Irish Agreement, with of course
the British imperialists always the prime mover and the 'Free' State
regime as their junior partners.

According to the Anglo-Irish Agreement, the kemel of the problems
of conflict in 'Northern Ireland' are the

"divisions there”, with these divisions arising out of the fact
that "two major traditions.....exist in Ireland, represented on
the one hand by those who wish for no change in the present
status of Northern Ireland and on the other hand by those who
aspire to a sovereign united Ireland .....". * !

According to the analysis of the authors of the Anglo-Irish
Agreement, repeated in countless speeches, in the New Ireland Forum
etc., the cause of these "divisions"”, has nothing to do with foreign
occupation by British imperialism; the sole cause is ‘extremists, men of
violence and terrorists in the two communities and two traditions'’.
Thus the clause in the Anglo-Irish Agreement, in which the two
governments state this position:

"Reaffirming their total rejection of any attempt to promote political
objectives by violence or the threat of violence and their
determination to work together to ensure that those who adopt or
support such methods do not succeed,”. * 2

What is the reasoning behind this analysis of the authors of the Anglo-
Trish Agreement, the British and Free' State governments?

% 1 ANGLO-IRISH AGREEMENT 1985, PREAMBLE, Page 1
2 ibid. page 2
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1?:ritish imperialist 'logic' on
Northern Ireland conflict'

The. British imperjalists, ever since the present democratic and
pamgnc upsurge began in the north in 1969, have generously
adtpxtted' - or rather have been forced to admit - that the Stormont
regime was sectarian and oppressive (as though this was not the
.systen.l of their own creation in 1921 designed to keep the Irish people
in subjuggtion, and as though they knew nothing of the vicious anti-
democratic character of that regime which even denied large sections of
people the vote etc. for over fifty years!). As a result, they 'admit’
there had existed a basis for the so-called ‘alienation’ of ;;eople of whai
they choose to call the ‘catholic, nationalist minority' from the system

of government and law and order in 'Northem Ireland'.
li_lut_ the problem now - so they claim - with the emergence of
p.atnotw armed resistance since 1969, is that this has created a ‘vicious
circle’, wiFh the creation of the basis of popular support for 'extremism
and terrorism’ in the ‘other community - the protestant unionists'. The
consequc?ncg of this ‘'vicious circle’ is that 'constitutional politj;:ians
angi parties in both communities’ are under such pressure from the
eXlSIeIlCC' _of popular support for 'extremism and terrorism in both
c‘omn.lumt.les' that it has been proving impossible to structure the
snu_apon m"Nonhem Ireland’ so that what they call 'democratic'
Egzl:;l.cs, which is equated with bourgeois. parliamentary politics -
- t:gzsantg a(lzlompromise', mini_sterial horse-trading, allocation of
can bo oo the ot'hcf,r PragnTat?c bourgeois democratic 'principles’ -
other o on as it is in Britain or the southern Irish Republic or
m democracies',
o pl(fsetge:ideixstgmxsts and men of violence on both sides' can be
Sovornments ar a:edb and stopped - so the British and 'Free' State
cperationt betwggn th y tl?e. developlpent of new forms of 'security co-
opere? e Bnt1§h and Irish governments (another way of
tirr);e ags 'tr:fgl:ttnz'si?llfl?g part::lots as possible behind bars), at the same
north can ov "nati i i ion'
‘unionist opposition to power-sharini:gr'(,xt);::i tr;naen\(z)vr;?zh\iftiﬁlfensuo:e;l:d
these same two communities to proceed in struggle for theirI;:parat:

e
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and opposed 'aspirations’, but this time solely by electoral and
parliamentary means, by peaceful means.

This is the ‘democratic solution' to the ongoing conflict in the north
according to the Anglo-Irish Agreement and its authors. Whichever
way the electoral will of the peopie goes, say the two govemments,
they will respect their will.

But these 'assurances' and 'pledges’ are not even worth the paper
they are written on, because there is no genuine democratic principle in
any of this. And neither does this 'historical analysis' of British
imperialism - of the origins of the present 'conflict in Northem
Ireland’ - honestly explain or account for the facts.

The real question about the origins of today's conflict in the north
is: who was responsible for the truly fascist character of the Stormont
regime set up by the Government of Ireland Act of 1920, which
partitioned Ireland, and what was their motive?

It was Lloyd George and the British imperialists of thz day. They
deliberately had set out to create that type of fascist colonial state. And
ensuing British governments knew full well what type of a state they
upheld in the Stormont regime, whether these govermnments were
Liberal, Labour or Conservative. These British imperialist
governments committed these crimes and maintained Stormont in
order to maintain British colonial occupation of the north of Ireland.
There was no question of ‘not knowing about sectarian religious
discrimination, denial of democratic rights, the vote, housing' etc.etc.

And when the patriotic armed forces re-organised themselves and
came into action in the democratic mass movement which was already
under way, this was not any kind of ‘terrorism’. It was absolutely a
matter of life and death that the patriots get armed in order to defend
the people against the vicious attacks of the British colonial regime,
their R.U.C., their 'B'Specials and their British Army.

It was not this so-called 'extremism in the nationalist community’
which inspired Toyalist reaction’. The historical facts were quite the
opposite. Actually, the fascist front runner of British colonial reaction,
Paisley - a 'graduate’ of the Bob Jones University in the U.S.A. 2

well-known centre of C.LA. subversion - had already since the early
'60s, as the representative of British colonialism's triumphalism over
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the endi i
Borderdlg:in (;;i télrfl: (ﬁrrel\gous phase of patriotic armed struggle - the
sectarzn mone o .th5§-62 - striven 1o whip up the most fascist
Known that 1 ﬂn\‘}'l ! his so—caflled 'Protestant Telegraph'. And it is
thug in 2 dog. oo s Reverend' 'Doctor’ Ian Paisley - this fascist
Force, with one of ﬂ):hl?l if;uags:s—? rganise(11 0 by Gy pumteer
. .V.F. gangs led b
lc;rr:‘nylaﬁgogu;le thelmost. brutal murder of an innocesrlltGigtsiti}\lli:g:lnc:
- i,n " cso e basis that he was a ‘catholic', back in 1966, ,
o ywase, the facts abou.t these so-called Toyalist extremists'
e o th gf ; ::V'e :ri;/er - and' nelthe_r are they today - 'separate from
boon e K 'ordex". .Loyahst extremism' could never have
of o nal the This m-lpe{':allsts gay, 'reaction to the armed struggle
o [he d.e m § unionist fascism had come oyt from the first
et i der ocratic movement for civil rights together with the
L (.)rdcr forces, the R.U.C. and 'B'Specials with
o Slubs against defenceless people in ordinary l'%iunai
ations. They had }aunched pogroms into the I:,fx)vllhcan

situation where the people were
. under armed attack. An i

Case, would provide the forces for the so-called 'ona.list :x::lgl’i;?s:nl):

‘ C. and especially 'B' i '
as pecially 'B'Specials, ill i
- Bys p\zlctfl a]tshe UlStﬂ" Defence Regiment formed topr:place fhn: esxml is
- (but_takmg on recruits fromthe 'B'Specials i o

1s the official forces of British colo > rovide »

oS ! nialism who provi
On and the manpower and the weapons for mepm:;g:ritrlllg

Y.F,UD.A.etc. In fact, it would

ing RU.C. and U.DR., with
.DR. and ex-British Amy

the 'reaction to nati i
' were, the nationalist
called 'nationalist terrorism' this was not

the legitimate and necessary armed def-

the inclusion of ex-policemen, ex-U
soldiers. They are not, nor eve,r w-
terrorism’. And as to this so o
terrorism in any case, but
ence of the Irish nation,
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Fraud of bourgeois 'democracy '

The British imperialists could never be truthful in any 'analysis' of
the facts about the origins of the 'Northem Ireland conflict’, because
their illegal foreign colonial occupation is a complete violation of all
democratic principle, and it is this truth that they want to keep hidden.
The 'democracy’ of their system of elections and so on in 'Northern
Ireland' had always been the most blatent fraud, involving even the
denial of the vote to large sections, whilst arming leading unionist
capitalists and landlords with multiple votes on the basis of property
qualifications. In other words, in the colonial situation the fraud of
British 'democracy’ was simply even more blatent than the fraud of
this bourgeois 'democracy’ as it operates within Britain itself, as the
deception to cover up the real class dictatorship of the monopoly
bourgeoisie over the working class and people.

For instance, what is this nonsense anyway about the unionist or the
consitutional 'nationalist' politicians and parties being ‘under pressure
from extremists within their own communities™ :

This is nothing other than the usual bourgeois 'democratic' fraud
that it is the electorate itseif which determines the bourgeois politics,
the existence of bourgeois parties and the character of their policies,
who actually determine the government and the form of society under
the rule of capital and the bourgeoisie.

But it is even more patently a fraud in the case of a colonial situation
like Ireland. Let us look at the facts. In the first place, no one could
pretend that the unionist parties of Paisley and Molyneaux are fascist
in their politics because they are 'under pressure from extremists'.
They are the fascists themselves, and these fascist gangs are of their
making. Then again, look at the S.D.L.P. Has the existence of armed
patriotic forces made Hume and the S.D.L.P. into some kind of
'militant nationalists', i.e. more militant than they would be if such
forces did not exist? Not at all. In fact, the more the patriotic forces
keep fighting, the more Hume and the S.D.L.P. denounce their just
armed struggle as 'extremism' and even 'fascism’, and increasingly
the S.D.L.P. become exposed as real unionists themselves, i.e.
talkking in terms of 'devolved government within the context of
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Ni ;r(t)hem Ireland': as this Ar-lglo-lrish Agreement is planning for.
! , none of this con_cocfnon about 'extremism on both sides puttin,
go usrsure_ 01'1 the consn'tunonal political parties', this whole fraud o%‘
trumgeoalsd (Enocracy, has even the remotest connection with the
- s goes for any capitalist societ
Tuth _ y. let alone i
snu;hon of foreign oppression as in the north of Ireland # coloniat
ourgeois 'democracy’ is simply one fi ,
Bou $ ‘democi om of government
Zsplta]fst soc1ety., in this case where the bourgeoisie find it expedient (t)(f
l())pt df:mocratlc fon.ns' of government the better to facilitate the
Sl:h Jugauon_ and exp.lonation of the masses of the working class and
0 er explonted sections to their class dictatorship, in this case th
]sgul?J_uganon of a foreign nation in its entirety, the Irish people, b thz
Ii_tls_h monopoly caplt.a]jst class. The bourgeois political panie,:s )t(heir
poallc_zles and the selection of governments bear no relationship ;o th
re Fmterests qf the masses of the electorate or their actual views )
oo Ir(:lr Seosr'liyﬂ:;rﬁsigc;lh;ar:ﬁ is thi11 well known phenomenon of 'elc.actoral
es achieve majorities and abandon thes
- ; e wh
(t)hey ge:t mnto power. There is the fraud of ‘opposition’, when tl(;i:l
ﬂ{go:glaorllc etgke; over power often pursuing the very same policies
cked when in opposition. There are the
ordinary people. ceperie : great obstacles to the
ary , y the working class, organisin
tr_;ol;plpl)lea(r:psl::g parties which genuinely serve the interestsgand ne%:d;lr(l)(l1
» most particularly obstacles against th
Marxist-Leninist communi Sy gomiely do e
st b i i
and patione pangy o poen party, but also any genuinely democratic
The
ofﬁcmlre Cz:r; the rpethods of thg wall of silence, including today the
ot SO'I'Sh.lp of patriotic and revolutionary parties by the
T threehStau: media under Section 31 of the Broadcasting Act
bourseass e arrassment and victimisation of such parties by thc'
oo e:i and the.lr s_tate forces, and the introduction of Iaws to
bourgwi: sg:;ocraltllhchnght 1o even advocate the overthrow of the
. » Which is actually a state of nati
¢ _ tional be i
:éilxzn e\;]en of 1t§ own Constitution. This is to make it illegatlr?g Zlvelrl:
pmb]emeS \iwn Zt, :re in fact the only means to provide a solution to all the
problems in| country, namely the revolution, including, it should
ed, the only means of making a reality of the all-Treland
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Republic of the Constitution of the state, Bunreacht na hEireann.

Then there is the immense wealth stacked behind the bourgeois
parties, the ownership of the big newspapers by the bourgeoisie, their
control of the media and ownership of most halls and meeting places,
as well as the milking of state funds paid for by the working people
out of their taxes, in order to finance these bourgeois parties to the
tune of millions.

These bourgeois parliaments are only talking-shops to present a
fraud of 'debate’ about the interests of society, while the real decisions
are taken in the boardrooms of the big financiers and monopoly
capitalists.

And this real character of bourgeois 'democracy’ is especially clearly
exposed in the case of Ireland, where, whenever the Irish people have
overcome the deceptions and the frauds and have elected genuine
fighters for their interests, what has been the consequence?

For instance in 1918, on the last occasion where a general election
took place on a 32 county basis, some 73 seats out of the total 105
seats were won by Sinn Fein candidates committed to separation from
Britain and genuine national independencein an all-Ireland nation
state. In fact this represented some 80% of the total vote. But did the
British imperialists respect this clear majority decision?

No, they waged a remorseless colonial war with their 'Black and
Tans' to subjugate Ireland; and, having failed to crush the Irish
people, then resorted to the most criminal scheme and imposed
partition on Ireland by military force and by the connivance of national
traitors amongst the leadership of the patriotic movement 10 maintain
their imperialist domination, but now by a combination of colonial and
neo-colonial rule. Thereby they changed the whole electoral situation
to exclude all further possiblity of the Irish people expressing their
views as a nation at the ballot box.

It is the same today in the north, where the election of Bobby Sands
as Member of the Westminster Parliament whilst on hunger strike in
1981, was quickly followed by the British parliament rushing through
a bill to disallow prisoners to stand as parliamentary candidates.

The British imperialists had long been saying that the armed patriots
were 'extremists and terrorists without any base of democratic support




o

30 UNITY AND FREEDOM TO THE IRISH PEOPLE. !

in the community, with no electoral mandate for amed struggle'
etc.etc. But when the election of Bobby Sands completely exploded
these myths they simply changed the ‘democratic rules',

So this is the reality, the real context of British imperialism's talk
about ‘creating new structures in order to restore democratic politics’.
This is the real situation where the Anglo-Irish Agreement is to
facilitate expression of democratic public opinion on the hoax of
‘reducing support for extremism in both communities’, the means to

‘achieve their aspirations through constitutional, peaceful means,
including even a united Ireland',

Fraud that 'peaceful methods ' are the issue

What the British imperialists are claiming is that it is really a matter
of indifference to them whether the one or the other option is to be
implemented. They are an entirely 'disinterested outside party' to the
problems of 'Northemn Ireland',

The only issue, which the British imperialists claim they are
concemed about, is how either policy might be effected - by violent
means or through peaceful, constitutional means, which, they
constantly repeat, are the only democratic means. Since it is a fact of
historical development that the British government holds authority in
the north of Ireland - so their argument goes - they have a resp-
onsibility to uphold law and order and ensure that people's property
and lives are not putin jeopardy nor the democratic and civil rights
of anybody violated.

However, all thig promotion of the so-called 'democratic’ objectives
of the Anglo-Irish Agreement is completely idle talk on the part of the
British imperialists: because the facts are that the north of Ireland is in
reality simply a foreign colonial possession of British imperialism, is
treated by them as such, with religious division quite clearly, both in
history and in present day facts, an instrument of 'divide and rule'
policy to maintain Britain's unjust and illegal colonial annexation of the
6 Counties and thereby nationaj subjugation of the Irish throughout
Ircland as a whole. Therefore there cap be nothing truly democratic in
British imperialism's alleged ‘interest in defending democracy'.
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The British imperialists claim that, with the Anglo-lnstfl Afirce;,;:]hi;:é
nstitutional framework has been created, by means of w chthes;

aspitat can be pursued by these peaceful means, through elections,
aSpl_l'atlonS d so on. Thus the objective of the Hillsborough Acco;d
Parllamentdaeliaolw:d éovernment of Northemn Irelanq at S"ton'n.o-ntd in
. another ssible in the future for these "consﬁtutlonz?l pghtms to
N vance g IJothe politics of both communities, of natlonahsm. and
ad}’aﬂ_ce, l.ﬁizalcefully by constitutional means, with Fhe result that if th:
::lzstrilrllfgml’ni?ority remains for staying under British rule, then this
continues and is not opposed by armed force, or,

"if in the future a majority of the people in Norctlf;elr.'n h,],::::n.;
] Ily consent to the establis
clearly wish or and forma cstablish J
ts) will introduce a
ited Ireland, they (the two governmen. s) wi :
gul;)r;oit in the respective Parliaments legislation to give effect

to that wish". *

What the British imperialists constantly advocatt:;,i {]ord '1;Ilorst:§$
is si inciple they establishe
' is simply the very same prinCip - in S
Kiﬁf and whiIc)h the later Republic of South Africa systc:;;(s:?di I11n ﬂt?lz
i ist ' development' - apa ;
s racist 'theory of separate velop L
zzzzz?ng religion as the basis for delineating two communities and
itions with separate aspirations. o .
tV\"'(;'lltiaadlllestion of 'stopping the violence', which is one _of th; m;ijr?r
argume?u:s used to make out that British imperialism 1; dte1 f:snuseg
is likewi iti this argument which 1
, is likewise as hypocritical as % :
dert;llcécngr}ént defence of their fascist 'State of Emel.'gency in wtn:el; ;:;
ifost massive violence is being deployed agmqst the t;)lpg o
Azanian people by the fascist Botha and the racist Sou

- - - - ' . - d
rcglllrrllef.act the main thrust of British imperialism's ideological an

. ; i e issue

litical offensive in the Anglo-Irish Agreement 1S 10 glét?:sﬁlpeople

g? what democracy means in Ireland $0 aS ;otls l'sal(’;:mocratic rights -
. : 1 ion O Cir

from resistance against (he 168l VIO Ao O ascist system of

national subjugation by British imperialism an

i icle 1 Clause C. Page 3 .
* Anglo-Trish Agreement section A. Article
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colonial and neo-colonial 'divide and rule'.

Whether democratic rights are upheld by so-called peaceful means

or by violent means can never be the issue of principle. The question is
simply: 'do the people have their Jjust democratic rights?' If the issue is
that the people - in this case a whole nation, the Irish people - are
being denied their Jjust democratic rights - rights which should
themselves be recognised as inalienable rights to any nation, including
supposedly also by the British govemment as one of the founders and
signatories of the Charter of the United Nations Organisation - then the
discussion must proceed as to how to secure these rights, what means
are necesssary. And this question is decided, in the final analysis, by
the means used by the oppressor who is denying the rights, The
question comes up that violence is necessary, that is to say, just
violence in defence of democratic rights, because these are denied by
the unjust violence of the oppressor. In that case, where violence is
necessary because peaceful means are of no avail, then recourse to a
violent solution is not only just, it is one's right and even the duty of
the people and the nation, and this is even attested in existing
international law, including the Charter of the United Nations where it
is the recognised right of a nation to defend itself by armed force in the
Case of the armed invasion of one's country, which is the situation in
Ireland, and has been ever since 1169.

Of course, the British imperialists are quite well aware that this issue
of violence is really irrelevant to the question of democracy, that is if
this violence is to defend a Just democratic cause and actually has mass
Support amongst the people. Therefore, the major concern of British
imperialism is to give the patriotic armed forces the character of being
'terTorists’, i.e. armed gangsters who are detatched from the people,
and who are therefore no better than common criminals or bandits, at

which was formerly Popular, but which has now been relegated to the
museum b'ecause_ it has been Superceded by new, wider and more
Important issues in a new situation. Or else, the situation where the
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peaceful means. This, especially now with the Anglo-lrish Agreement,
i laim of British imperialism. . . .
1S'It'hh‘:l: till;n whole thrust of the Anglo-Irish Agreement on this q}lesuon
i ion' ially t 'nationalist youth', is to win over
of 'alienation', especially amongst it 1 10 win over
for the patriotic armed strugg €,
e o the ol h i.e. to pursue the
i iti for peaceful change, i.e.
there is now the political means eful 1 e the
i iration, i 'nationalist violence' is brough
national aspiration, if only the ‘na i OB to an
is wi ans to isolate and discre
end, because this will prove the me : iscredi the
i ists’' 11, and therefore usher in a ‘
loyalist extremists' as well, . ! e o o
i f these different aspir
aceful, parliamentary pursuit o ditf -

Eiionism and nationalism. Because now umomsts. will no longer be
intransigent' and refuse to participate in powe}'—shanng et;:.. N
The British imperialists, who are the deniers of. the Iris pe .pl
demdcratic rights, are simply trying to cover up the_lssue_ of. pm:}t;;;; ;1 (;
sti ' tic rights - by their claiming .
the question of Ireland's democra ' o

i in ' Ireland' mears the
existence of violence in 'Northern . ' | o
democratic rights, therefore they are .wo?m;gvggrupp;?:ehist:gﬁcal
! i ism'. They are trying to i
suppression of terrorism ey rying vel & Torchn
t is British imperialism, '
and present-day facts, that 1 _ e, e
i ight to interfere in the affairs of a sep :
ot any right o i ther country; it is its violent
ithout any right to interfere in anothe: intry;  viole
::;lonial ag?g,ression in annexing part of Irelandbl'n 1t9i21 t(;T 2:;:;:?;11; slttrsl
jugati i le, by a combination o .
bjugation of our nation as a whq ) Ina ‘ N
idjnfo-colonialism, in continuation of the pr.ev.10¥us many ctcnggi'::l -
long subjugation of Ireland since 1169; and .1t 1:1 1t§ ;:gz;age ;ce an(i
i iolati 's right to national in .
fascist violation of Ireland's rig iy
sovereignty by partition, which ha.s always !;)een a}IIlld St‘lcl;lular
responsible for all violence in Ireland right up to this day. in parti
by this sinister 'divide and rule’ system.

1
British imperialism's 'law and order

their constant use Qf
people’s homes, their

al assassinations and
e at all, but

The British imperialists are trying to cl.axm that
violence, their breaking in and destructlgnbof )
murders by plastic and lead bullet-s, their I'l(l)t e
attacks on democratic demonstrations ar¢ 1
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colonial role is becoming exposed and their continued rule is reaching
crisis. .

This is just what they are orchestrating at present with the Anglo-
Irish Agreement, SO as to COVEr over the fact that they are trying 10
defend their unjust and illegal colonial occupation of another country
and are facing a just struggle of patriotic forces for national liberation,
and present themselves instead as the impartial third-party who can
step in to impose law and order and save the pcople from the civil war

bloodbath.
'Playing the Orange Card'

British 'democracy ' in action in Ireland

This question of where the issue of principle is to be found on this
question of democracy vis a vis violence in a colonial situation, has
been made even more vividly clear - because it is so concrete - with
the period of implementation of the Anglo-Irish Agreement itself, in
the nine months or so of state-organised fascisation since it was
enacted in November last year. '

For with the development of the most vicious anti-Irish and really
fascist Unionist onslaught under the hoax of a ‘democratic,
constitutional campaign against the Anglo-Irish Agreement’, it is
clearly demonstrated that the whole 'political initiative’ of the British
imperialists in 'promising more rights and equality to the nationalist
community - with 'promise’ as the operative word, since nothing
concrete is ever done - power-sharing and introducing the Irish
dimension' has been simply another cynical and deliberate fascist
manipulation by British imperialism - to pave the way for sull more

aggressive police, military, judicial and penal tactics by providing the

age-old pretext for them, the foreign aggressor, to intervene on the
hoax of 'defending democracy and keeping the two communits
apart. This pretext is the emergence of the so-called 'loyalist

backlash'. But the British imperialists - far from being interested o

'protect the catholic nationalist minority' or 'uphold law and order

impartially' etc. - actually intervene solely to crush the just demand of

the Irish nation for British colonialism to get out of the north, to gei

out of their country, to get out of Ireland.
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The Anglo-Irish Agreement has been British imperialism's current
method of playing their notorious ‘Orange Card' - the fascist colonial
i d their patriotic rights, but achieved

» through the unionists, Whilst the British
government itself actually contrives the 'democratic’ appearance of
being ‘willing to concede Irish independence’, but is actually ‘forced
to stay in Ireland by the will of the majority in the north', or, more
deceptively as in 1969, "o protect the catholic minority against the

unionist backlash’, 'to keep the two communities apart and to prevent
a bloody civil war etc.

But the facts are there, plain to be seen
towns and villlages of the north
the lines of lying British governm
mongering chorus of the obli
geois media,

It is clear that from the
Agreement, at the same time
the ballyhoo about ‘overcomi

ist intransigence’, the British imperialists were organising behind the
scenes the Unionists’ 'Say No!' campaign,

Of course, they could not afford to openly be seen to Organise the
bumings, beatings and murders and n

ow the planning of pogroms.
This would not be politically expedient.

The whole point was to achieve this cli
aimed to engulf all the people

on the streets in the cities,
- They can even be read between
ent statements, and the confusion-
ging lackey journalists in the bour-

The British imperialists
age-old tactics, and their
physical, armed force 1o

therefore chose to work by means of thejr
main colonial reserve and Supplement of

| » and to present this
as the activity of one of the two so-called communities in Ireland -

nothing to do with British imperjalism! - g that no blame for this
fascism could be ascribed to the real author of all fascism in Ireland,
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fr(;mbtlhe beginni{lg has b;en their own creation in any case - to attack
am1 'acken ordinary Irish people, and to parade their own fascist
co onial forces as the only upholders of civilisation and ]law and order
in Irelan@, @d attack the just right of the Irish people to organise their
OWwn patniotic armed resistance to British colonial aggression.

'Thps the British imperialists have even exploited the attacks of
unionist mobs on the R.U.C. - which their own military intelligence
w1t!10ut doubt has a part in organising - as a means to condemi th
'orc.lmary pepple of Ireland as a whole, on the basis of condemnine
this extremism and violence by one of the two communities' and tg
boost Fhe credibility of the R.U.C. as an 'impartial force who hav th0
unenviable job of enforcing law and order and the Anglo-(;ﬁs;
Agreement' - spch as the re-routing of 'traditional’ Orange marches
and so on - ‘in the face of the community in which most of the
R.U.C. have tg live because of the needs of their security and becaus
they are co-mhgionists of the protestant community for the most part’ )

At.the same time as this, the British imperialists have given acres (.)f
med:a.space and air time to the leaders of the fascistunionist campai
of _whlch the British government claims to 'disapprove' - sI:) ﬁln t
Pmsley and Molyneaux and all these fascists can promote their 'clailg'
that Ihl.S so-called 'constitutional’ campaign, which they are leadin
find Wth]:l has already gone from a token general 'strike’ (with notl% :
ing .genumely proletarian about it) towards communal rom :
legvmg a trail of bumt-out homes, wounded and muﬁlatedpgfctim:’
.Wlﬂ.l the number of these innocent people actually murdered clj b,
mﬁnto _dpuble figures, is actually 'democratic't o
o fz ;Srmslh unpenahsts.are. giving full coverage to these most blatent
' cist ies gf the unionists, that this is 'democracy’ at work, th
nagrl;it zlf opp'osmon and so on; and, moreover, that this campaig:n i:
';iam pgseslrlyogzmocratlc'., by Vilt[ue of the fact that it is opposition to
mpose _govemment, i.e. against a measure brought in over their
urclfo ;S ::lt;\}om the co_ns_ent of the majority in the north’, namely the
o unim.lis [zsiy more, it is a ca_mpaign against a'foreign imposition’,
Is even cry, referring both to the involvement of th
'southe_m Irish Republic and - wijth unblinking h i ;
perfidious English politicians’, the masters whom the)):i{()}c;]:zlo;xs;;
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serve and who are the moving force under whose instructions they
have organised the unionist campaign ‘against’ the Anglo-Irish
Agreement, as well as being the authors of this same agreement!

The British imperialists especially give maximum coverage to the
claims of the fascist unionist politicians, that without their giving
leadership to this 'constitutional campaign', then 'the extremists’ and
'men of violence' would take over the leadership of the loyalist
opposition to the Anglo-Irish Agreement and to the Republic’s role in
"Northem Ireland' affairs, as if their campaign had not yielded already
so many arson attacks, beatings and assassinations; and as if they had
not themselves directly organised these fascist outrages and the fascist
thugs and gangs who have carried them out! So they are leading this
opposition to the Anglo-Irish Agreement in fulfilment of their role as

responsible, constitutional and democratic and peace-loving

politicians!
Unionist 'knee-jerk reaction '
British 'capitulation' ?

Is it the case, as the so-called 'constitutional nationalist' parties and

politicians, such as the SDLP as well as the 'Free' State political
parties are saying (plus their sidekicks, the variety of opportunist,
social-democratic, Trotskyite and revisionist splinter groups), that the
"Ulster Says No' campaign is simply the 'typical unionist knee-jerk
reaction to any advance by the nationalists, including any reform by
Westminster to give them more equality with the unionists in the
north?
Is it the case, as these various political forces try to make out, that
the only problem is 'whether the British government has the bottle to
outface the Unionists' or 'whether the British government is prepa..d
to withdraw the unionist veto'?

Is it the case that the constant pattem of decisions of the Northern
Ireland Office to facilitate the promotion of unionist fascism in the
name of 'controlling Orange commemorations' etc, for instance tl}e
decision of the R.U.C. to re-rout the recent Orange march in
Portadown from one catholic street to another, instcad of a\foiding
catholic areas altogether, is British- imperialism ‘capitulating’ 10
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Unionist pressure?

No, and again NO! These are all lies. This is the deception that the
British imperialists want public opinion in Ireland and abroad to
swallow - that they are involved in some kind of 'democratic’
balancing act between 'two opposed communites and traditions' which
have their own basis and self-motion within Ireland - i.e which the
British imperialists have no responsibility for fostering - with the
problem that 'no balance can ever satisfy both of the communities at
once' etc.

And in repeating these lies, which they are doing in various diff-
erent and deceptive ways, the totality of all the political forces of the
Irish monopoly bourgeoisie, whether these parasites fly the colours of
constitutional 'nationalists' or unionists, proves how deeply they are
involved in this great conspiracy of British imperialism against the
true interests of their own countrymen and women in league with the
foreign oppresssor.

And the fact that these lies are also being repeated down the line by
the opportunists, social-democrats and revisionists of all hues - from
one angle or the other, depending on which variety of revisionism,
either 'defending the right of protestant workers to remain British', the
'two nations' theory, 'opposing bourgeois nationalism' and opposing
the just patriotic struggle as 'fascist' etc. or else, from the other angle,
contributing to the 'analysis' about 'unionist knce-jerk reactions', 'the
unionist veto', 'British imperialist capitulation to unionism’, i.e.
equally consistent with the whole analysis of two communities’ of
British imperialism as in the ‘two nations' theory - shows that these
are indeed the henchmen of the Irish bourgeoisie (i.e. of unionism and
sham 'nationalism’) and the foreign aggressors, operating within the
ranks of the working class and the nation.

The fact that all these forces are constantly repeating the lies of
British imperialism and substantiating the British imperialist ‘analysis'
of 'two communities, two traditions' shows that they are all the allies
of British imperialism within Ireland, whether open or disguised.
Because they are all out to cover up the truth - that the Irish people are
one nation and this ‘analysis' about the existence of "two
communities’, two nations' etc. is simply the fraud of British
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imperialism's 'divide and rule’ methods in Ireland, and in fact assist
British imperialism in achieving this 'divide and rule’ from within
Ireland.

The role of the Irish bourgeoi.sie as qational traitors
Dual tactics of Umoms_t fasc_lsm' and
constitutional 'nationalism

The internal basis of colonial and neo-colonial regction, on which the
British imperialists depend in order to operate their fas.c:st system of
'divide and rule’ in Ireland, is the existence of thfa Igsh mopopoly
bourgeoisie. This is a single class of monopoly capitalists, which ha}s
been channelled, groomed and fostered as an internal support to their
rule in Ireland by the British imperialists over the decades and
centuries as British rule transformed from the feudal system to the
capitalist system and imposed capitalism on Ireland. N

With the imposition of capitalism on Ireland The pourgeome
emerging within Ireland during the 18th Century had m.ev?tably come
into conflict with the foreign occupier, the British colomal}sts, as their
own class interests to fight for the home market had inevitably come
into contradiction with British colonial policy to ex'ploit the colonies
for maximum profit as simply sources of raw m_atena_l apd maxkets‘ to
buy their industrial commodities produced in Britain, .The Irish
bourgeoisie fought to extend their own commodity producpon for the
Irish home market and expand their markets abroad, Ju§t as the
emerging bourgeoisie in Britain's colonies did m America, thus
coming up against the restrictions which th_e B.nush government
imposed on trade by the colonies under the Navxgapon Acts and so or;1
With the onset of the American Revolution in 1776, the Iris
bourgeoisie, encouraged by this example - and tactigally explomng‘the
issue to raise their own arms in the name of 'defending Ireland agalflst:
invasion’ - began 2 Volunteer movement and worked tl.mrough th&’ii Itflsal
parliament which then existed in Dublin to extend tt-le.xr own po lcfal
control in Ireland as the means to break down British commerci p
restrictions and extend their own production apd trade - the p;nod ot
the Dungannon Convention and Grattan's parliament. Then, the mos
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radical and genuinely  democratic, genuinely patriotic and
consequently, Ijevolgﬁonary wing of the bourgeoisie, led by Wolfe;
Tone and organised in the United Irishmen, now further inspired b
the. greaF French Revolution of 1789, came out in revolution fo};
natlonf'ﬂ independence and complete separation from British rule as a
sovereign nation in the heroic Rising of 1798.

The British colonialists endeavoured - with eventual success - to
tackle the national movement in Ireland piecemeal. On the one hand
they worked to crush the revolutionary national movement by use of
every trick, agent provocateur and spy and by brute military force
conclu@ing their defeat of the United Irishmen with mass reprisals and,
exte.nnmation. Whilst on the other hand they managed to bribe the
parliamentary wing, who were quite amenable in any case having been
badly scared, as landlords and capitalists, at the emergence of the
ferment for social emancipation, of the peasantry for land etc
unleashed through the genuine democratic, national movement whici;
thgy_ saw threatened their own class interests. At the cost of st;me £3
million and the granting of titles of nobility etc. - the British
govs:mment. ‘persuaded’ the Irish bourgeoisie to vote their own
parham.ent into extinction, bringing Ireland under the Westminst
syste:m in the Act of Union which came into force on January 1 18016r

Fmal}y, the British colonialists shifted their system of re’:ligioﬁs
gppressmn of the Iri_sl} people, by redressing the demand of the
-1s‘sentcr sects for religious liberty and increased political rights a
c1n?en§ .by the repeal of the Penal Laws in their case gwhil X
mamt.almng these as discrimination against the catholics. Th,is movscf
was asrtr)led 1o split the ranks of the people, which had been previously
;mtg ! y qufe Tone and the United Irishmen, for it was to enable the

ritis coloma.I landlord gangs of the Orange Order, formed in 1795 to
coun;er the United Irishmen, to extend their control over the protestant
g:ggoctzi zs :n\évl;:iﬁ:,dzvgf:‘:h pr_e\fously a large section had been actively

eir lives fi i i i

especially in the major rebellions in t(f)lg ggiihn?nli?uig I:rfidl)lgvsvt;men’

But at the same time, this tactic of the British colonialists prove('i th
mean§ 1o provide a false issue to mislead the catholic peopl the
question of catholic emancipation. Cynically exploiting the Ill)atulia?}acf
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that the masses of native Irish people had defended the Roman
Catbolic religion as part of their native heritage, correctly regarding the
religious persecution and attempted imposition of the Reformation on
Ireland as another element in subjugation by the foreign usurper, the
British government, the British colonialists discovered, in the question
of catholic emancipation, a useful substitute or decoy to divert the
democratic movement away from its true objective - away from the
struggle for national liberation. And the British colonalists found in
Daniel O'Connell - to become the hero of 'constitutional nationalism'’
as 'the Liberator - just the type of political leader for this catholic
emancipation movement, a lackey who had already proved loyalty to
them as a member of their colonial Yeomanry, who had had the
specific job as a tout in pointing out the homes of United Irishmen and
arms caches at the time of the Emmet Rising of 1803, but also a
demagogue with the ability to deceive the people as a 'leader of
Catholic Ireland'.

Of course, the demand for emancipation of the catholics from the
Penal Laws was an entirely just and essential democratic demand. In
fact, this had been one of demands of the United Irishmen and Wolfe
Tone. But the point was that to put this democratic demand as a
substitute, indeed in opposition as it emerged, to fighting for the
freedom of Ireland, which would be the only basis for a true Irish
democracy, was entirely counter-revolutionary. But this, indeed, was
what O'Connell, ‘the Liberator’, did himself, with his notorious
phrase, that 'the freedom of Ireland was not worth one drop of blood'.

Thus the dual tactics of combining so-called 'protestant loyalism'-
or unionism as it was called later in opposition to the Home Rule
movement - together with 'catholic nationalism’ - now called 'con-
stitional nationalism’ - had been fashioned by British imperialism and
the Irish bourgeoisie, who had now betrayed ail former loyalty to the
nation and come out, in their own class interests, as most active and

deceptive agents of British colonialism in Ireland, deceivers and
splitters selling out their own people.

This role the Irish bourgeoisie took up out of their own class
interests, in order to advance their commercial intercsts NOw under the

wing of British domination of the world market, having failed in direct
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conflict with the British colonialists. At the same time, they now saw
this as a means to divide the working class and small farmers whom
they exploited themselves in Ireland and stem the advance of agrar-
ian revolution and of proletarian and trade union struggle (of which
O'Connell was one of the most virulent opponents at the time). These
had become major ferments in the democratic nationalist revolution-
ary movement against British occupation, with agrarian revolution
becoming the main social, class content of the revolution during
the 19th Century, with the social emancipation of the proletariat in the
20th Century coming to the fore, but at the same time with the small
farmers just demand for land still occupying an important place in
the revolution today.

Today this Irish capitalist class, now a monopoly bourgeoisie and
tied in with the international bourgecisie, even exporting capital and
investment in its own right, and, in the case of the southern 'Free'
State, advancing neo-colonial interests in the countries of Africa with
an'aid development programme'; this class, in which the capitalists sit
together on the boards of the same companies and banks, regardless of
any so-called religious difference between them (because they all
worship profit in common together before all else), have fully
developed the system of 'divide and rule' which they learnt at the knee
of their tutor, the British imperialists, with 'protestant unionism' and
‘catholic, constitutional nationalism’ as their weapon to divide the
working class and the people whom they exploit in common,
regardless of religion, and whom they sell out to British imperialism
and foreign monopoly capital in general, on the basis that they, the
capitalists and their bourgeois parties, are the so-called natural leaders

~and represent the interests of the working people of Ireland as two
separate communities and traditions.

Of course, this is not to deny that the Irish bourgeoisie is not divided
itself, in the sense that all copitalists are, in life and death competition
for the market. As Karl Marx pointed out, ‘one capitalist kills
many'.Indeed, in Ireland this competition has always been particularly
savage, precisely because of the domination of the country by a more
powerful neighbouring bourgeoisie, the British bourgeoisie. Thus the
scramble for markets, contracts and, especially, for political power,

N
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for the patronage that goes with political office, in the conditi(?ns

where these primarily depend on extorting these from thg foreign

overlord, even coming into contradiction with British ruling class

politics over this very issue (but never over the ‘fundam_ental

democratic question of national sovereignty, genuine national

sovereignty and independence), has been particularly intense. B-ut the

point is that even this competition, especially as it emerges in the
rivalry of those sections of the bourgeoisie most dlregt!y depenfient on
the British bourgeoisie and their market in the old British Em;_nre - the
bourgeoisie in the main, old industrial centre in the_nortl} - with those
with more U.S.imperialist and European connections in the south,
between the colonial and the neo-colonial bourgeoisie, is always at the
expense of the masses of the working class and.pcople Of, Ire?and as a'
whole, whcm they cynically mobilise as 'unionists’ oras nanonghsts

purely -as voting fodder and, if necessary, in more v1o%ent
confrontation to further the competition of capitalist group agamgt
capitalist group in order to extort the deals and favours for their
particular section from British imperialism, but whom ac.tually they
exploit themselves together as a single class, _a_nd -agan'lst whqse
revolution they are all united in implacable opposition in alhgn;e with
the foreign colonial power and national enemy:. British impcrialism.

How British 'democracy’ works in Ireland

A whole deception of bourgeois ‘'democracy’ has begn con.struc‘ted in
the two separate states in Ireland, the British colonial regime 1n .ﬂ-le
north and the southern, nominally ‘independent’ Irish 'Repubhc. in
the south, but this is a system of bourgeois 'democratic’ .deceptlon
which operates across the border, since the whole point .1§ th?.t 1mhe
politics in each state is the determining factor of the politics 1n tc1
other. Thus the parties of the Irish bourgeoisie attack and defame ezlljc )
other in two major contending blocs and between the two stat-egjlitu
each acting as the 1il of the other, each giving the other credibility,
when both are deceptions.

In the case of the southemn S oth
expedient to abolish their party, thereupon merging into

ionists found it
"Free' State the old unionists :
§ ¢ first 'Free
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State party, now Fine Gacl (although now the remnants of the same
force of - formerly unionist - political reaction circulate throughout
the system in the south, in-all the bourgeois parties and also as part of
the labour aristocracy controlling the trade unions in the interests of the
bourgeoisie and forei gnimperialism). Thus the politics of the so-cailed
‘catholic nationalist Republic’ attacked the state of "Northern Ireland’
as violating national unity, whilst within the 'Northern Ireland’
colonial state a permanent majority was established for 'protestant
unionism' and attacked the southern 'Free' State as a reactionary
feudal catholic society, with backward economic development etc.,
and attacked the 'catholic nationalist’ parties in the north as 'fenian’
agents of this reactionary catholic united Ireland.

All this was nothing but a confidence trick to reduce the national
question to a religious issue and deceive patriotic people into
identifying Irish nationality with the catholic religion and offering the
illusions of 'peaceful constitutional advance towards re-unification
and national independence’ (but in'the context that this ‘constitutional
nationalist' bourgeoisie had themselves first suppressed the genuine
patriotic and communist movement, which remained loyal to the
necessity to continue the national struggie against British imperialism,
in the most vicious Civil War 1922-23 to establish the neo-colonial
Free' State of national betrayal with British imperialist backing and at
loss of even more life than the War of Independence 1919-21), Killing
two birds with one stone, this identifying of the national identity with
the Roman Catholic religion has proved useful in helping undermine
Support amongst people of protestant background for a united Irel-
and onthe basis that this would be submitting to 'rule by Rome'.

The southern 'Free' State neo-colonial bourgeois ruling class have
obligingly played their role for British imperialism's policy of 'divide
and rule'. They have built an entire army and police force, the gardai,

on the basis of defending British partition and holding down the
patriotic people in the south. This was the "achievement' of Cummann
na nGaedheal, the Treatyite 'Free' State traitors - the forebear of
today's Fine Gael, formed out of the union of Cummann na nGaedheal
with the openly fascist Blueshirts. Then the sham ‘republicans' De
Valera and Fianna Fail have completed their work, by fumishing the
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southemn state with sufficient political‘ deception to cover up t.hls
betrayal of the nation. This was done in the shape of a qonsnn_moﬁ
which had the deceptive trappings of a real Qemocrau-c nauop
constitution, including the just statement th?lt this Republic constlsts{
of all 32 counties. But carefully tacked pnto it_ was the st.ater;;e_m f
the Roman Catholic faith was the ofﬁc1.al religion qf this 3 c;o;m );
Irish Republic, thus betraying the genuln?ly repu'bllcan pnn:ll(p‘ e ﬂc:e
the secular republic. Although lz'ltterly in the '70s, todnfl ; the
deceptions more sophisticated, this clause was remove mm n e
constitution, nevertheless the damage was done. ‘Thl_s was the yuld
the ointment of the Irish republic, to which the qmomst fascists c;). d
point, and still do, as signifying that the. a.chleverr‘}em of aln nsr
Republic would mean the triumph of catholicism and 'Rome rule’ ove
pmlffgtv?g'sér, the political deceptions could not be left at this l?vel.
Because in fact, the Irish people have never accepted these d;ceptt]llc::ns,
and once they have seen through them they have fought agamsti mé
With the democratic and patriotic upsurge of 1968 onwarh sm e
bourgeois 'democratic’ deceptions pave had.tc? be m.adethmuc0 nor
sophisticated in the attempt to achlevc? cred@hty with the pe pn i
the north and on a national basis. Now mc.reasmgly asa feature_l e
political situation, in addition to the main ‘plot qf the.cor'ltentlo "
the 'protestant unionists’ with the 'gathohc nauo.nahsts_, tt}ler:,:V -
competition of bourgeois parties within ez.lc‘h b.loc (mc_ream;lg yﬁonal
contention by social democratic and rev1s_10mst parties oI I:; o
betrayal and foreign imperialist colle_abf)ratlon, ‘such as Fhe ;110 e
our Party and the Workers Party). This is especially de51gr‘1e‘ o e
for the real desire amongst people fqr an end to the dlms ith’ s
'reconciliation’ etc., and at the same time to scare.peop e vgf ome
bogey of ‘two communities' all the more, whether in ter::: O
parties being the most overtly sectarian or whether they
'for reconciliation'. ’
lea%:]ee?zlrlgl)in?rs' and the 'reconcilers' simply act as _fo;llisst?l' Cerzcl:
other. Thus the work of Paisley and thfa 'ngocrauc Un;(;ﬁ " ir'1 e
and other most overtly fascist politicians 1s to Cr??[eol()iera[CS', Whilst
to present the 'Official Unionists' as some kind of 'm
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at the same time dragging unionism in general into ever more overtly
fascist positions, for instance compared to the positions of Terence
O'Neill and Brian Faulkner (in his latter phase). Whilst on the other
hand, in order to revamp ‘catholic nationalism' the SDLP was formed
1o give this treacherous line a more ‘socialist' and therefore less
overtly sectarian image, whilst still at the same time promoting that
this party ‘represents the catholic community'. Then there was the
addition of Alliance, which is supposed to represent the demand of
both 'catholics and protestants to unite for the benefit of both
communities in Northem Ireland’, but actually it is another thor-
oughly sectarian and in reality another unionist party, though with the
twist that it is not based on 'protestants’ alone. Finally, we have the
much promoted "Workers' Party, which operates on the hoax of
putting forward 'class politics to Oppose sectarian bigotry on both
sides’, but which actually throws its whole weight - quite small in the
north - into the scales on the side of British imperialism and against
its former comrades, the patriots, as 'fascists’.

Although since the Stormont parliamentary system of 1920-1972,
there have been only the failures of two assemblies for short periods
in '73/4 and '83/6, and the only parliamentary politics have been at
Wesminster, where only approximately 90 minutes in any parl-
iamentary year is devoted to ‘Northern Ireland', this has proved no
obstacle to the bodrgeoisie in promoting their deceptions of bourg-
eois 'democracy' in the north, since there is nothing to stop their
endless talking going on even if the provincial 'talking-shop' is shut.
Through their media, especially the so-called ‘news', they orchest-
rate a veritable Tower of Babel of bourgeois ‘democracy’ of press
conferences, press statement and counter-statement with all of these
bourgeois parties attacking cach other and commenting on events in
order to confuse and disorient the masses of the people and the
working class, whatever their background, and to confuse the people

of the south as well.

In the south it is the same story, but with Fine Gael and Fianna Fail
both competing with each other, both claiming to be heirs of 1916,
both ‘republican parties for a united Ireland', but with a different mix
on the 'tactics' for constitutional progress, peaceful advance to a
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i i ' ur party and the 'Workers' Party, and
ﬁ?;@Picrz::;’iv?tzzﬁo‘;Z?s ent%ring the fray to confuse matters
e ot ies in the south and the SDLP in

Andﬁsgsﬁéziﬁ;efﬁgtsii)s;?sf Sfiziga:;zsmeir true rple as neo—colonita)ll
t:leer?t(; of British imperialism be exposed,-there is thfe C('mtsﬁgilt) r(:ist

e jation of these 'nationalist' parties by .th_e. ascis Lonist
hg“?g derfm'(lillzrthem Ireland' to give them credibility as relilp nad
?::::1?280 including the absurd lies t:l mz;fer:l eogatga;n tgeLiIb)our a:re
i Cail i icular, but even also Fine G2 , al
Is:;arrrxl:l?ofvalt;]énaftzx:ll?secret backers of the pa;n;)nlfn ar;l;:sl :tmcg}%;i}g
. ‘Thus the absurd concoction 0 _ 0 » C
t}lllzu;l}?;: Garret FitzGerald and I?ick Spring a:r es?‘renaf gk:zdm e‘:]f,
'shadows of the nationalist gumpen, w}}en thf:)fminmc e saolers
D o D impeliam, shoulder to shoulder wih the
rking for British imperi )
:x:)ionis%fascists, Paisley, Molyneaux, .Cufhnahan a(r:d c:s. - bas been
This is the system of bour_geqls dt?m-ocrat yConfuse pas been
developed in Ireland under British 1mper1ahzm gk e M ri
O e e e . ?:ld t::sgf)(r)lls)le’ iaIe1 \:Jr;lere their own true
i crucial g - ie. .

F)r‘::erlx'e,izt:sml:re]gzsz\llolr)lax[‘[h gf the one Irish nation - on wplch tiley s;:i)(;ﬂ;irias.l;

1 it instea,d. This system is to keep the working ¢ asfs e

peop biugated to the illusions and the taboos © b %h "

%ee?fl):)ecrzsigy'] aid to their own exploiters, who thereby divide the

ign aggressor. o

am::SC]lat]ile::e:: tbtgut:lgeef)(;;ep?rtifsg of ‘nationalis‘rq‘ and 'unomirlrtl 1?(:::1

i 0(; in support of 'law and order’ and in opposition 10 the rev s

um;e Irelgnd and free her people. Each of the.m p.lays af o

;:::1;;121 provide a basis for the promotion of tl}t: 1tlt11u51g2:tofor e

eois 'democracy’, that this particular party 18 ['enalis[ o hese

individual voter, for instance this is the most nationd s, or
}Irll:tli‘:)ln:list' parti,es, this the most realisti.c qf the ur;x:;lss ; (‘E: e i
this is the party which is against sectanams;n n(;)[:h 0 me time this
'the party of the workers' etc.eiC. At one

* against
v is 'democracy ag
system provides the taboos of bourgeois
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revolution as the solution, on the hoax of 'opposing the extremists
and terrorists on both sides’, 'keeping the two sides apart' and
'promoting reconciliation', whilst also facilitating the fascisation of
society and the states, north and south, more openly in the case of the
north (the fuelling of the unionist fascist colonial reaction), and more
deceptively in the south, through the promotion of the 'Free' State
bourgeoisie as the 'responsible leaders of the nation' fighting against
the ‘disruption of the constitutional, peaceful advance of national re-
unification and independence by terrorists, who are every bit as much
real opponents of the national cause as the unionist fascists',

All this bourgeois ‘democracy' is a total deception of British
imperialism to fascise the situation in Ireland, in which the Irish
bourgeoisie, both ‘nationalists' and unionists, and all their bourgeois
and allegedly ‘constitutional’ parties are involved up to the hilt. The
British imperialists and the Irish bourgeoisie are the creators of
unionist fascism as a weapon to terrorise the Irish nation and divide it.
They are all, both unionists and constitutional ‘nationalists' in support
of unionist fascism - whatever verbal disclaimers they may make -and
are all, both constitutional 'nationalist' as well as unionists, fighting to
suppress the just patriotic struggle of the Irish people in order to
suppress the revolution in Ireland in defence of British imperialism.

Criminal role of collaboration of Labour aristocracy
Opportunists, social democrats and revisionists

At the same time a host of social-democratic and revisionist parties
fulfil a similar role within the ranks of the working class and people,
exploiting the increasingly widespread popular sentiment for social-
ism and the unity of the working class, but then interpolating this with
fundamentally the same divisive politics - 'divide and sell out', as it
were - in terms of sectarian division. Thus they promote the existence
of the "catholic' working class and the *

protestant’ working class etc.,
twisting the ruth about the national question in various ways in

order to promote confusion and reaction,

The labour aristocracy - the bought-off and bribed strata of the
working class, controlling the trade unions in the interest of the

I , )
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bourgeoisic and foreign imperialism,. and providing the mal.r:h] Soct;,a;
basis for the promotion of bourgeois ideology anq politics wi nand
working class movement in the form qf sloc1al—democrac3r 2
revisionism (sham 'socialism' and ‘communism’) - often ﬂf)irqm;)h : (e
line of 'no politics in the trade unions' on the hoax that his 1sf e best
means to 'avoid sectarian division and preserve the -un.lty 0 )
Ireland trade union movement'. Thus, once more a.t this tlmc.:, preci 1 g
when the fascist pogroms are being launcpc?d agamst_wpﬂungtgh pec;fi s};
instead of coming out to denounce Bnns‘h'coloma'hsm, I;fe i
Congress of Trade Unions is talking of rev1v1n'g the _Be.tter' e f
All' ‘campaign’ which they 'waged' to oppose sgctanarn;m, ' 15
the British-organised assassination campz-ugn agan-ls't pa.trlotlc. ;)le sr}; e
in the mid '70s. But this actually fac1ht.ates British impeni 1their
fascist 'divide and rule' of the Irish working class: by lt;alavm_g et
imperialist politics in possession of the field to poison the min
ers. ' .
me;l‘:ﬂt(hen, at the same time, by means of the qppomst, so:llla;tl
democratic and revisionist splinter groups and parties, th; imperi :
politics are actually promoted amongst the workers and in seeming| sy
'socialist’ and 'Marxist' terms and in very (fontr.adlctory v:lz:ZH,l
sometimes posing that the principle of proletarian 1memat10nﬁ0m‘l
means that the workers should not take a stand_or.lﬁthe na1 oy
question, and therefore should not take up ‘the patriotic 'Stmi%ﬁ e:m -
fear of 'splitting the working class’; sometimes adv_ocanpg e
with the national movement, but on the narrow nat_lonahst oztiestam
identifying patriotism with catholicisrq and denou.ncmg all1 pr o
workers as 'fascist' or actually 'British’; somepmes < al?ongbut
private that they agree with the necessity for national 11berg i di,v o
'socialists have to unite the working class across the secfanaxz s
first of all on the basis of their class intere§t, o'n economic ;lunational
before the national question can be raised - as (ljemoc:atic
liberation was not in their class interest, when 1t 18 thljer thoy can
principle that must be explained to workers before €
socialists. _ . o5
beczrlllleo;eﬁese opportunist, social—dcmo.cran.c and revnstli(:ir:rslt :ga;innst
have underlying unity beneath their splintering compe
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::c;hci)mer (whjc{h is simply to confuse the workers, disorganise them
o ass.ajnd alienate .th.em from socialism) and that is their comm-
on e PPOSs1Lon to organising for revolution. In particular they are in a
esse::‘(:; frqnt of opposition to uniting the working class under its
whic}lllm urtntf)i:% and monolithic leadership, under its single party
us ased on the unified, integrated and inely
hich . . , only genuinel
(s)ilgg(t)lliic ﬂ;:ory. of dllilecmal and historical materialism aZldgits worl();
- Marxism-Leninism - the crucial revolutionary i
: . ideol
the ;;)idqng c-:lass in all countries without exception. v el
I :1 ‘has 1ts crucial significance because today's world epoch of
mepgem ;21:; ggd u\leorlii p}oletan'an socialist revolution is one in which
struggles for national liberation, such i
Ireland, are an essential and Fthe workd propee D
, com i
Socialiss me e ponent part of the world proletarian
Thus these various kinds i
. ar of opportunists, social-dem
Trotslkyltfzs anc.i revisionists seek to confuse the working class :r‘l:;a ;SH
tp}legl: g gw;t/t;ﬂiltrilce'refrevolutionary and democratic sentiments with
: es’ of spurious 'Irish' brands of 'socialism'
‘British in Ireland' brands of sociali i e bourgeois at
. 01 socialism, tailored to the bourgeoi
ilgggzl;st methods of ‘divide and rule'. This is to fulfil ttgle?rlsma:s(:
t mission for British imperiali i
R perialism and the Irish trait
Ir)no(ﬂ:?g;lly bourgeoisie - to prevent the working class from gettlil(l);
Yy organised and entering the revolution
: . ary movement, the
ir:zmonal struggle, (?rgamsed as aclass itself under the leadership of
Ii:own Mgmst—[emnist communist party. P
i t(()); (t:hlSllS the essential condition for the working class fulfilling its
oo ro ;, of our day,.as the leader of all the oppressed, in forgin,
oo fztly Hg the Irish natlgn, especially through their alliance with thi
by foreign t‘;r;,pten:italailsso wn: all the other strata exploited and revolted
m and national sell-out, small
Y L an , producers, sm
Isn :all)];ceﬂipers: progressive inicllectuals and professional people Tha:l;
oo oZrl:tlilcty Og the ?vo_rking class and its party, therefore, with all
o ratic :tnth Ppatriotic p<?op1e of Ireland and their organisations.
it ALt © Opportunists and revisionists attack with all their
Ditemes 0 war't tl?c proletariat organising under its Marxist-
St party and achieving the hegemony of the working class in the

L
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people's revolutionary movement which is the essential basis to
forge the unity of the nation in the revolution.

This is clearly a question of paramount importance to British
imperialism and the national traitors, for it is in the uniting of the Irish
people under the hegemony of the proletariat that they see the spectre
of the complete collapse of their whole system of colonial and neo-
colonial exploitation by which capitalism and imperialism are def-
ended in Ireland, in particular the final downfall of British
imperialism's system of ‘divide and rule’. For it is through the em-
ergence of the proletariat in leadership of the national movement, it
is through the influence of the revolutionary politics and ideology of
the working class - Marxism-Leninism - that the politics and ideology
of the bourgeoisie, in particular their illusion-mongering and taboos
of bourgeois 'democracy', are exposed for the fraud they are, and
this is essential to explode the deceptions of sectarian 'divide and
rule'.

The parties of the Irish bourgeoisie and their agents within the

working class and people’s movement all have in common their
opposition to revolution, in particular working 10 ensure that the
working class is split and unable to get organised for its revolution-
ary role under its own class leadership, its Marxist-Leninist party.
They are all united in opposing the revolution necessary to rid Ire-
land of foreign occupation and domination by British imperialism and
other foreign imperialism. They are hostile to the democratic struggle
for national liberation therefore, and hostile to the working class
getting organised to enter this democratic struggle organised asa class -
a condition which is essential to forging the unity of the entire nation
in the revolution, ensuring the achievement of national liberation and
its consolidation in carrying through the revolution to the end, to the
establishment of socialism in Ireland, where there is no internal basis
of capitalism left still remaining for foreign imperialism to insert its
hold once again.

It is the existence of this class, the Irish monopoly bourgeoisie, with
its own class interest to defend the system of capitalism within Ireland
by maintaining Ireland as part of world imperialism, the world system
of monopoly capitalism, that is the internal basis by means of which
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British imperial; :
politiscl:ls ;ﬂ;gzpamm OPerates its system of ‘divide and rule’ T
sectarianism (l\\:(:ﬁ and rule', especially the incitement of reli'giou:
British imperia;j m'pmlm otion of anti-lrish racism as well), which
_ Imperialism implanted in Ireland, recei ir ohysi
embodiment in the role of the Irish boufge(;i r.ecelve their physical

democracy, revisionism and ali the varie

adjunct of this Irish monopoly bourge ties of opportunism act as the

oisie, and thereby of British

American C.LA.

All of these opportunist, social-dem

. ocrati .
the analyse o o e atic and revisionist sects echo

rialism and the Irish bourgeoisie that the

'protestant community’,
But there is absolutely no basis for this assertion.

Loyalism does n i
ot arise from any com i
. . . m
in Il‘f.fl?nd,lt 1S the fascist tyool of —
British colonial occupation

i)e_fence Association, the Ulster Freedom
cton Force and now the umbrella
-Called Ulster Clubs - these are all
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directly organised by British military intelligence as fascist terrorist
gangs and colonial death squads, working hand in glove with the
secret undercover ‘official' death squads of the British Army S.A.S.
(Special Air Services) and R.U.C. Special Branch undercover units.
They are not organisations which develop from the masses of the
ordinary people or which act in the interests of the people.

These colonial fascist gangs are mobilised and organised through
the fascist Unionist parties and politicians, such as the Official
Unionist Party and the Democratic Unionist Party, which are nothing
but self-proclaimed and open fascist tools of British colonialism in

" Ireland. They and the fascist colonial gangs themselves have the

closest possible relations with the open nazi organisations
internationally and in Britain, such as the National Front, most clearly
represented by the actual importation of one of the leading and most
notorious of British fascists and racists, Enoch Powell, into the
"Northemn Ireland Official Unionist Party' for which he has now been
an M.P. at Westminster for the last ten years. If there is anything
"constitutional’ about these unionist parties and politicians - which is
what they like to claim - this is only because as far as Ireland is
concerned it has always been an integral part of British imperialism’s
famous 'unwritten constitution' to wage remorseless war for the
subjugation of the Irish.

These fascist gangs have been organised as British imperialism's
undercover weapon of colonial terror against the Irish people and to
divide the Irish people, fashioned on the lines of the now globally-
notorious British 'counter-insurgency' tactics, as elaborated and
actually published by General Sir Frank Kitson and other British
military theorists.

These loyalist fascist gangs are disguised as sectarian extremists
from within one of the so-called 'two communities’ precisely in order
to actually divide the people into these two communities, which they
keep on pretending exist despite their wishes.

This is to facilitate British imperialism's colonial occupation in
Ireland all the more effectively, by presenting this as the peace-keeping
role of some impartial outsider, who has just happened to be saddled
with a responsibility in Ireland simply as some legacy of history, as
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a result of some division amongst Irish people, or people in Ireland
themselves.

But this is to conceal the fact that these gangs are direct instruments
of British colonial rule themselves in order, in the first place, to
terrorise people of protestant background, in the 'protestant’
community, especially to dissuade any people of this background from
uniting with the nation as a whole in the patriotic struggle.

First of all, these fascist colonial gangs are given a ground base of
fear amongst people of protestant background which they can work
on, in order to carry out their despicable sectarian activities,

Literally from the cradle, through Sunday school, chapel and church,
in the school and the playground and finally in the work place, even
in the trade unions, the British imperialists have systematically
organised, themselves directly and by means of their fascist unionist
bourgeoisie and the client labour aristocracy they have groomed, the
most rigorous fascist indoctrination and training, which inevitably
then is passed on by the so-called ‘peer group’ pressure - the term )
beloved of the fascist manipulators, the bourgeois 'social scientists'
and 'educational psychologists' - the social climate of anti-communism
and anti-Irish chauvinism, where any progressive individual can be
labelled and tarred as a ‘Lundy', a traitor, or a 'Fenian 'y an Irish
patriot, or a ‘commie ', All this is nothing more than the terrorising of
protestant people into submission to British imperialism, including
submission to the whole racist concoctions that the Irish people are

lazy, dirty and dishonest; their worst enemies are these neighbours and
fellow countrymen and women of Ireland, their fellow schoolmates
and workers, whereas they themselves are actually 'British' with all
their virtues, the opposite of the Irish, but living in an Ireland which is
fundamentally hostile territory, surrounded by a sea of reactionary
Roman Catholicism, the ihreat of being bred into submergence by a

higher 'rival’ birthrate or by inter-marriage, if not actally exterminated
in revolution, and not only a national revolution, but a bloody red
i problem of division is given added

anned, physical separation of people,
discrimination in jobs and hous

only the unionist bourgeoisie,

ing, a kind of apartheid, where not
but also the so-called 'nationalist’
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isi i man Catholic hierarchy play their own
l;(llllliiggii(;s;sman gymtﬁgioﬁgz)r?c; opposition to secular education and
inati chooling.
Pimese tl(it?oﬁge:rznlliltrggl(i;la;jaten intf ordinary protfzstant peoplg -
i e t:th yon a wide scale, notwithstanding the genuine demcl)crang
:;etlhnzz?s, including even clergym}e;n, wlgl:; ‘i(;ye:tl(s):) ;tozlllltl ;z:; z,t f}?is
ave
Wh9 hfwhe l(liosrz:il:l agvi[rz:geis’g:::};? personal cost, and WT'IO pave e\{en
anU-FI‘IS ) ot: the greatest enthusiasts for Irelaqd s rich nanv_e
e Sc? m:ltional language, Gaelic.For this patriotic and anti-
'Culmr? an ndition has never been completely crus_hed: and neve;
lmpenahSt'rt::e the United Irishmen, whose memory is still treasufre-
-y bel g ns of descendants, even if it can only be spoken_q in
by‘ e, _88110 f trust and confidence, in these oppressive conditions
Pﬂ\./ate ot els 0nazi which have been imposed on people of prot;sta’nt
kg t(riuby the ;3ritish imperialists and their 1ack.eys, the umo_mst
backg'mufn is};s and their terrorist gangs. For every single generaltllon,
S t people have borne forth their best sons ax}d daughters
- pff)teSIand :se communists for Ireland and for revoluporx '
utthe: ant inister thing of all, which is done to proy1de the fascist
or 'the m'osnisst angs with the climate of terror ir} wmqh t.o c:rirry out
flcl);?rm?)l\:rrll 10workg is the activity of British :lmt;p;ngshir: Ws “c,):]vlrf
: - an s i
underCOVC(l; forcezge;u-c}lllaiset::riéﬁ'i;t“tfll;: most fn'ghtfgl atrocit:’lis
b it pr e)::r?t ople and publicised that this was_'clalmed byh iz
agams't prott)es somgesurrogate Tiberation' gang of thexr‘ own wzcs ot
i.clzlt;:l'l;'ot;e )é.A.S. or other British agents, as in the ?(nso;lot:cce '.c o
-subversion, such as the 'Cathohc. .Re.actlorg o s the
amplon cently, of this technique of the British unpenahsLhe -
'e\:v(:ggﬁ:' :g ﬁremc,zn and corporation workers in NF\?’rl;;yi ;hitas n¥>thing
now considered 'legitimate target§ ‘py thc? ‘I.R.A_. '[euigence e
but another (vain) attempt of British mll}[a_ry ini e e basis
workers and alienate people from the patn'ouc strugg
that this struggle is 'against protestant pgople .
Then, in the conditions where (_)rdmary.,dea
have been widely intimidated with the 1

decent protestant people
that their own very
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existence is tied up with defending British colonialism, the fascist

gangs carry out the most barbaric activities against other perfectly

ordinary Irish people on the basis that these are 'catholics' and

‘nationalists', who are out to take away the rights and the liberty (and,

of course, the jobs) of the ‘protestants’ - these colonial fascist terror

gangs carry out these beatings, arson attacks on homes, murders and
pogroms claiming that these are in the name of the 'protestant
community'.

All this, these horrific crimes are carried out with the deliberate
intention of creating in the minds of the masses of catholic people the
idea that 'all protestants are the enemies of Irish freedom’, whilst
at the same time sowing the fear in the minds of the masses of
protestant people that, indeed, catholic people are bound to regard
them all with enmity because of the foul atrocities which have been
carried out allegedly in their own name, i.e. in the name of the
‘protestant community',

But these have actually been carried out, not by ordinary protestant
people, but by these fascist hirelings of British imperialism; or if by
some larger groups these are where misled people have been swept
upinthe reactionary mob hysteria, sometimes including some secti-
ons of youth, who are driven to blind desperation by the mass un-
employment, poverty and oppression which they also live under,
along with the 'catholics’, especially in the current and ever-deepening
crisis; and then are cynically manipulated, organised and actually led
by these fascist unionist colonial gangs and thugs to put the blame for
their own real sufferings and deprivation on ‘catholics', on 'the
nationalists', on the 'Fenians', istead of on the real source of their
OWn oppression, the same oppressor which oppresses and exploits
all the people in Ireland regardiess of religion - namely, British
imperialism, and together with British imperialism, the national trait-

ors who carry out the filthy deed of sectarian incitement for the British
imperialists, to uphold the r own position as exploiters as well.

For the British imperialists, even the confrontations betwcen their
own colonial forces and these unionist mobs is profitable to them.
They are not concerned should any of their police or soldiers get hurt,
their houses burmnt out "y petrol bombs, their families hurt, or even for

I ———————
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me of them to get killed. These in any case are oqu S0 ;Tmch
o ndable cannon fodder for them, such as the Brmshf gn_vaFe
:ggem dragooned into the British Army from the slgms [1(1) ;tz::
by the recruiting sergeant of mass unempl-oyment which ey the
g;ves have created with their rotten systen} in the first p ace. those
i These confrontations are the means to mislead the sennmelr_\t 0 (:h
i i the police as the
ally, who obviously hate
unemployed youth especi . e e youth
1 hich oppress them, ju
rces of the state and society w . st as
f’?ho are taking up struggle for Ireland a.s'patnots. But in Flus lgasve;u tilsi
'rebellion’ is struggle in the cause of British cc;llc;mahsenlll 1;?; , ;give hst
i fraudulent 'loyalist rebelll :
t the same time, these utterly ( eb ¥ give the
aBn‘tish imperialists every opportunity o parade ttheljra :lm;)na;n;le ;: r:u ;
10
. They can arrest and sentence some i
Icr:rlfil’unge thesZ young people's instinctive class.sentlmem and stamthg
out the latent genuine spirit of rebellion against the system at
ﬁmc. . - . - k) .
Sa’II‘n:ro of the objectives of British imperialism w§th Ilts flai;i;:) f:cit:li:'o
i : islead patriotic Iris
ian loyalist gangs are: firstly, to mis : m
seeingya]l protestants as their Oppressors....... even more 1111:(;: rz::lte mz
than the foreign colonial occupiers themselves, so as Fo m| o
democratic, patriotic movement into struggle ag_glr;lst preommem;
i not the British gov
ople as if they are the real Oppressor, ' \ i
Efldpsecondly, to drive protestant people 1nto.a. slllege lr(x)lsir:ﬂtagz :1); agt‘ilon
; iati alty' to British co
by association, and therefore 1oy ' :
ozt of fear of retribution in the event of the revolution to free and re
i land. o _
unll:t:r:hinnore one of the now well-known objectives of such fasc):lis;
angs (the 'cox,mter gangs' of Kitson's counter-insurgency ;ach:; -
;go dgi:credit just, revolutionary violence, and blacl'(en m;isctesglon e
patriotic armed forces of the nation as so-.called ;:U'Zmoﬁc -
nationalist side’, the 'real terrorists in Ireland . Buf .p T ation as
forces, who have sprung once more into action in this gnot ny ki
they h,ave always done in every previous gejnerap(_):jl, .ar:s o e out
of 'extremists on the other side of the sectarnan (.im e, S emselves
These forces are simply the product of the Irish p;aogl C rustright-
getting organised - as is entirely necessary and entirely
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to fight in defence of the people, their homes and the lives of their
families, and 1o uphold our democratic rights as a nation to national
independence and to re-unification in the face of the most vicious and
unjust foreign colonial aggression.

British imperialists through their lackeys, the Unionist fascists, try
slanderously to make out (and the same is true of the so-called
constitutional 'nationalists' today increasingly). In fact, right up to the
struggle of our day they organise to unite all the Irish people,
consciously, on the basis that the Irish people assert their democratic
right to nationhood and sovereignty, oblivious of all the differences so

background, social status Or occupation, sex or party, and recognis-
ing only the name of Irishmen and Irishwomen, recognising only
Irish people, Ireland's people.

It is therefore only by deliberately flying in the face of the plain
historical and current-day facts, by flying in the face of the truth about

by those who aspire to a sovereign united Ireland’ - as if 'protestant’
people are all unionjst fascists, and as if patriotic nationalist people
could only be ‘catholics’ and are fighting their Just patriotic national
struggle against 'protestant’ people as such.

But then there s nothing new or Strange in this. The British

Lo conceal these rights and these facts from the Irish people and from
the British people and public opinion intemnationally, in order to put a
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the 16th Century as a conscious policy

ivil di holding law and order' on
' i ivil disturbance and up. . ‘
ma§k chalciﬁ)clgglcand criminally unjust colonial war of foreign
thetr 1

occupation.

i i the British
There is nothing new or strange in this, because

'divi le' in every
thods of 'divide and ru .
i ialists have operated such me Jhevery
H'npel: ?:lcl)ir)sny they siezed around the wprld. As gdme;t;zr rgle' oL in
thes colonies they applied the very tacucs' of 'divi lec:m
Iﬁz;ehad first developed in Ireland, England's first colony.

ng

visi d strife. “Should we

" nd in a state of division an .
" kejgrslgfjis " the English government averred, in ;eﬁzvc:;zf
hela , jvility, it must soon acquir ,

order and civility, it m : over
e o and riches. THE INHABITANTS WILL s
C()Enfg;tgll\z;:TED FROM ENGLAND; they will cast[rhem;fovgn
. ] r, or erect themselves i
] ms of some foreign power, v 0 an
l.nfzo th(;g;m a]:zd separate state. Let us rather conml»i C:Jtttemp[
21' el:;ers for aweak and disordered people can nj\:e K
t(isfietatcl; themselves from the Crown of England.

i nfolded, the British ruling class
et CentulI;eS daltlt?escflzecczg?grsli;ll tactics in Ireland and elsewhs?:a.1

COHS_taﬂﬂy de\fe ﬂl:: conditions where they faced me emergence o
FOI'" msmncei 1trilonary national movement, the United In§hmter:anu:v
organis . uet up armed landlord gangs, with the peasantdseon [h'e
Orgamse{l 'tgls enrolled in these gangs by their own 1anﬁdlor S
beu_lg roraidy cre protestants and the descendants _ot [1‘16 [rat nier
baS_IS as theyOW e Order, founded in 1795. In hlS‘I'Lp(I). o
'TI}I'S wassut;:ﬁorr aj[:it before the 1798 Rising of the United Iris
mailitary s

ies of the
successive Lord Depuues O
. ir John Perrot, successive o etarerial
* 8 Sidney and Sir Jo = ols in his ‘Ma
. S};ZhHeg\mecnt in Ircland, quoted by .F';p(jc,nck En; db Engels, treland
foI:'g”Hisiry of Ireland™, collcction of wrilings, Marx

is ition.
and the Irish Question’, Progress Publishers, 1971 edi
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views were presented by Lt. Col. Coke, Cormm;ndbamtof :I;)ur,algai
one of the British military commanders, General Knox, wrote: O Dy stsed "Our endeavour shotd h edﬁor pt oy
, relivi.
jon that exists between the differen
I mosi ull force the separation religi-
"I have arranged ...... to increase the animosity between Orangemen gns c):nd © aces, not to endeavour 10 amalgamafe them.e?’:;wm :
and the United Irish. Upon that animosity depends the safety of the . e, principle of th e Indtarf govern .
D 4 Imperia should be p ' e S exsronce
centre counties of the North.” ' According to Sir John Strachey, "The truth plain

] ints in
side by side of these hostile creeds is one of the strong points

our political position in India”* *

. v of
The British colonialists were also able to achieve the same policy o

Such were the British colonial tactics of 'divide and rule' to be
applied to their colonial possessions throughout the world, and even

now, in the case of the achievement of only nominal independence, , jonal betrayal to serve their colonial
these methods have often either been continued indirectly by means of ' grooming native classes ‘o_f nation rios as well as in Ireland. For
British neo-colonial overlordship through the 'British Commonwealth' system of 'divide and rule’ in otl.lef coun
e1c., or these methnds have been carried on by the new ruling classes example again in the case of India:
of exploiters who have betrayed genuine independence and who !
originally learnt hese sinister methods from their British colonial " "The First War of Independence in 1857 had sht;f:nwﬂih;t ‘:;ys
masters and patrons in the first place, foundations of British colonial rule and Prought {o L e
If we take one example, India, i best in the fighting traditioy of thel @an iiifge}egion o sex
"Regarding the British colonial policy of "divide and rule”, Sir ] the Indian people, irresp ect.lve. o rfllglc:";’eal of ,liberation. The
John Malcolm declared in 1813 in the British Parliaiment: "In for a single, supreme obective: the fgttydisunity among the Indi-
the presen: extended state of our Empire, our security for i British colonialists drew the lesson Ild etuate their rule, and
preserving a power of so extraordinary  a nature as that we have 7 an people was the only .way they coula P Z? course to systematise
established rests upor the general division of the great f they set out on a delzbert.:lt'e _a"‘f_p ) .nn 147)
communities  under the government and their subdivision into and enforce every kind of division.” (ibid. page
various castes and sub-castes; while they continue divided in this ]
manner no insurrection is likely to shake the stability of our For example,

power”. This was mainly accomplished through the revamping and
Strengthening of the Brahmanical order and communalism of
Muslim, Sikh and other religions all over India. Lord Elphinstone,

] title of
"The British colonialists gave thg Hmdus i;he t h; "
"representatives of the majority community”, implying

, ian people. The Arya
Governor of Bombay, in a ninute recorded May 14, 1858, said: ] were the natural reprtfsentattves .of thel ;;lt,illd anlt)i -nf;:ionalSOCief'
"Divide e Imperia was the old Roman motto, and it should be : Samaj and other reactlonar)’{ann-pez_?e uard the interests of the
ours. I might perhaps hesitate to express my convictions so ] ies were established, ostensibly 1o safeg
decidedly if I was not able to show my views upon this subject ] il of the Martyrs - On the
entirely in accordance with ¢, j " 1 . ioi in "The Call 0 - 1 Bai
¥ With those cf the Duke of Wellington. : * Quotations from original sources & 1 in the Punjab" by Hardial Bz:l:g:

The British writer Carnaticus wrote in t he Asiatic Review of 1 Crisis in India and the Present Situatio
May, 1821: "Divide et imperia shouid pe the motto of our Indian Marx Engels, Lenin, Stalin Institute, Toronto,
Administration, whether political, civil or military.” The same 147 ’

1985, pages




64 UNITY AND FREEDOM TO THE IRISIHT PEOPLE !

Hindus and, by implication, the intere
communalist societies concocted the
government was favouring the “mino
rolewas therefore to safeguard the in

fact the colonialisis themselves who gave birth to such societies,
provided them with educational Jacilities and money and carried
propaganda promoting them as representatives of the "majority
community”. In the Punjab, where the Hindu communalists were
extremely rabid, the colonial rule had greatly benefited the

moneylenders and other exploiters. These parasites styled themselves
as great defenders of the "ancient Aryan religion”

they took oaths to protect both their "ancient” religion and the Brir-
ish colonial rule. They were hated by the masses. Through their

newspapers, such as the Arya Messen ger, Arya Gazette, Arya Patrika,

they spewed communal boison and fomented communal hatred.

The vibrant, healthy literature of the 1857 period, Jull of patriotism
and demands for revolutionary social change, was replaced by the
most treacherous anti-people propaganda, carried out in the name of
“:ligion and of loyalty to "ancient” Indiq, Lala Lal Chand, one of the

rounders of the Hindu Mahasabha, wrote. "The ideal, the predominant
factor ought 10 be communal rather than the geographical interests,

communal love in fact is the root of the majority of the sentiments

which we love and cherish, not excluding even religion. . . We must
organise political associations with the sole object of Strengthening
and advocating the Hindu interests whether these be special or
common. .. The Mohammaden community is taking vigorous
measures to assert and constitute its independent existence, it is our

duty to do the same Jor the Hindus." The Punjab Hindu Mahasabha in
1907 set itself the task of being "ardent and watchful in Safeguarding
the interests of the entire Hindu community”. The "Hindu" voice was
also raised repeatedly in favour of the British colonial government. On
July 6, 1909, the representatives of the "Hindus” sent a "humble
memorandum” to Lord Minto, stating: "It is scarcely necessary to
speak of the tradition of loyalty of the Hindus. But the existence of
anarchist designs in some parts of India most certainly demands that
we should  assure your Excellency that these designs are viewed

rity” communities and that their
terests of the "majority”. It was in

(Hinduism), and

sts of the people of India. These
Jable that the British colonial
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] i ) he u'ljab and
M}”h uln’u“l abho”ence bV th-e [ndlan Communlty lnl P
‘ t they Wi” always be feady to put dl)wn anar Chlsm and lan AR
tha FANY

" Tl _1 1
ness of every description”. ( ibid.pages 149-151)

iti i ilt, on blood and lies and cerruption,
T S o ?r;:lt::har}fgn glgrﬁtzl;grmd the globe, an-d orﬂyﬁl;;csl 22;1‘
ey ion could keep it together (for a time). Words can
e e COFTUPSIO horrors that were systematically comrmtt: hei;;} e
}];afgls)tlli((ﬂregses‘,ois?e to build that empire. Butt one (;)ff t(lilli ir(r;:sand nous
- jali is system .
crimes o Br:lt.iSLI '21(1)1011}1'1211;:?51 (;IV;S n;? stog at me}'ely dividlpg Ee;gﬁ
e e ot :) tpfnhere they transported entire populatlc:ll:e rom
s tomdl cll.l across whole continents and oceans, t0. g
their own homelanlds’ either by brute force as slaves 1(12965) e
side of the Wﬁr '0 le in the 17th Century to the West- r;; rin;es'
o0 a5 p::ctls) for transportation for the most movmf o se(i
bmlt)e ft(;lr:e nii;r‘éocrlli‘;guised but often equallyfl?ir:ll(tiilnfsrrgg ;)abouf'oand |
or ' o .
econ):)mi‘c f'leCESSﬂZl; S;Cet;r:lsswﬁelfe i};zzed for the whole:salefpo:msyill é)é
ido and Thu's be colonisation, with Ireland as tpe 1rtslere "
e fions of the 16th and 17th Centuneg, wEnoiish
el P of the colonists - i.e. not the rich Sglves
ICl’mls r(()lf mt;etsr;a\s::rse mostly unfortunate pezésanéry (;v:r?dﬂ;gln;r s
o e i ]and in Scotlan TP
had beep forcibly toilafjr:tr?agldigrg: golicy of clearances mc;::{:;l:rin
°. Bﬁta'm oW cal;ndies in the many African colomgs, in e
e aon V\_’BSt man): other places, ordinary workmg fpe:f:t e
o tL ;ar?;?cgglgcioat each other's throats as sc; ‘rlnpz;nzrndlﬁfl Cetr e
R i all of these gr e
and religious groups. whereth O o and mations, and e wor ﬁ
dispossessed, a_nd still today the pis ‘divide and rule’, and against aﬂ'
class, are ﬁ‘?’rtrllt:(;irtlo' ogglri(;ioc?le t(Iileccptions, thc r\l:giirsﬂ;?l;?s:;
e o ' 'rights of minormf:s o of
questions of 'democracy’, the ‘11:{,' ngon of e o tht o0 ur of
eic.ctc. But no matter yvhat P cﬁons today by the bgurg o
'liberationl' isl(i:;;n;?;egpg(r)tgrls:fs S;rt::iarevisionists, they boil dowt
and their lac ,
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this same filthy policy of British imperialism - 'divide and rule' - built
solely on blood and lies and corruption, and never on the objective
realities and the true interests of the people in any of these countries,
including our country, Ireland, to unite in the interests of the
emancipation of all the people.

Bourgeois 'democracy' in Ireland is to
promote fascism and national subjugation

The claim of the British imperialists and their Anglo-Irish
Agreement that they are 'impartially’ striving to 'keep the two sides
apart’ is a complete concoction. Actually it is plain for anyone to see,
despite a few token arrests to give the R.U.C. some credibility as an
'impartial force of law and order', with what kid gloves the British
authorities, the British colonial police and the British Army are
handling the 'Ulster Says No' campaign, especially when compared
against the consistently vicious attacks of these same forces of Taw
and orde:" to suppress the democratic and patriotic movement in the
north over the last 18 years.

Whilst in public the British imperialists have occasionally slapped
the Unionists’ wrists, and gently chided their ntransigence’, their
frequent promotion - in the mass media they own and control - of the
possibility of complete 'British capitulation’ and the ‘effectiveness' of
the 1974 'Loyalist General Strike' in bringing down the Sunningdale
Agreement and power-sharing with i, plus the fashion in which they
use their ‘news' builetins to advertise the planned actions of the
Paisleyite fascists to actually mobilise support for them, demonstrates
the real interest of the British imperialists in supporting the 'Ulster
Says No' campaign. But in making their support the more effective by
concealing the fact.

This is the very same true interest of the British governments of the
1970s, both Conservative and Labour (always with the support of the
Liberal and Social Democrat Alliance parties as well): namely, to
provide ammunition for the fascist demagogy of the nziionist parties in

the form of ensuing British govemments' alleged support for power-
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sharing with 'the catholic nationalists’ and .their unposed 'soh;;]ont;';
in order to whip up public hysteria and assist the unionists w p the
people into line and divide them into thg so-called two f:omrrtll:mUes%
Having achieved this in the 1970s - w1th_the sgcceedmg phases o
Sunningdale power-sharing and the loyalist strike to brmg.power(;
sharing down - the British governments: both C(?nservatgf)e E
Labour (always with the support of the Alliance parties, the Li > s
and Social Democrats) entered into one of the mqst savage phases
of the persecution of the just patriotic and gepmnely dcmocFaqc
movement - the most cruel attempt at suppression of the patng:lc
prisoners of war in the H-Blocks of Long K;sh, in Arr_nagh and ;) eir
concentration camps, the criminalisation policy to deppve them of poi-
tical prisoner status; the Diplock courts system of trial by concoctcdSt
'confessions’ and 'confessions' imposed by force, through the mo
s and so on.
meulllletoAn:;o-Irish Agreement is nothing but .the cunjent weaplo;;l of
British imperialism's age-old policy*of colgn}al fascism 'to acl .ev?
their objective of national subjugation by 'dl\fl('ie ax?d 'rule, but emli)n
loying the whole hoax about how '‘democratic’ their inicrests aleat-
Ireland, how 'democratic’ are 'the (promised) reforms to overcome n '
ionalist alienation’ whilst at the same time 'undertstanding unionists
ition to the Anglo-Irish Agreement’ etc.etc.
Opg?lsﬁllzrt);e hand, gttlxe Anglo-Irish Agreement is des_igned o amusg
all manner of illusions amongst patriotic people in the north and
the nation as a whole as to the possiblity of peageﬁﬂ ch@ge ant
reform by constitutional means, through power-sharing, parliament fn
Westminster and devolution in a new Northem Ireland St_ormo '
parliament; whilst on the other hand the Hi]lsborough accoFd isto :hee
inforce all the taboos of bourgois 'democracy’ against taking up e
path of revolution, in fact the only path ic a decex.lt futurtt:i, n?triional
grounds that 'violence is not necessary \Yllh this cons' e d
framework being built through the Anglo-Irish Agreem:ir::t;igms ”
struggle of the nationalists is a violation of the democrta
the protestant unionists’ etc.etc. '
These illusions and taboos of bourgeois :
Anglo-Irish Agreement is trying to resurrect and giv

‘democracy’, which the
e NEW life to, are
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simply the instrument of fascist deception to disarm the Irish people
against British imperialism's use of the most fascist colonial force to
intimidate the people, together with the same force being applied by the
southemn 'Free' State to assist the British imperialists maintain their
illegal colonial occupation of the north of our country.

Whilst this system of bourgeois ‘democratic' deception is being
super-imposed on the age-old methods of colonial 'divide and rule’ -
the incitement of religious sectarianism - actually it is this, the
deception of bourgeois 'democracy', which is the crucial issue to be
grasped at this time. Because it is the bourgeois ‘democratic’
deceptions which have become essential to maintain any credibility to
these 'divide and rule' tactics, which are increasingly being regarded
by the people themselves as totally anachronistic, since the religious
issue itself gets weaker and weaker in effect, not only because rel-
igion itself - as with all feudal and bourgeois ideology - is giving way
before the advance of the scientific world outlook and Marxism-
Leninism with the inevitable rise of the working class, but also because
ordinary, sincere working people who happen to be religious, and
even priests and clergy who retain their connections with the people
but are also democratic and progressive, are increasingly opposed to
this manipulation of religion themselves, including by the various
hierarchies which are the authorities in their own sects. Thus today the
whole thrust of British imperialism is to turn discussion to the ex-
istence of 'two communities', 'two traditions’, 'majority and minority'
eic., i.e. a more credible and modemn-sounding justification for 'div-
ide and rule', and one which most caters to the cultivation of the illus-
ions and taboos of modermn bourgeois ‘democracy’.

This offensive on this front of bourgeois 'democracy’ amounts to the
most active promotion of fascism in the north and on a national scale.
In the north it is to act as a smokescreen behind which the fascist
forces of British colonialism advance to carry out their pogroms and
their law and order to keep the two sides apart'. In the south, with the
organisation of such public meetings as the series in Buswell's Hotel,
Dublin, in June 1986, to allegedly 'debate’ the Anglo-Irish Agreement
in the context of the promotion of the Glencree Reconciliation Centre's
ecumenical work to 'bring protestant and catholic together, the
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opportunity is being afforded for putting lhcsg fascist gnionists on
public platforms in the south to spout their fascist ?“d_ racist hatrcq of
the Irish nation and their support for British imperialism - somgthmg
which had been practically impossible for decades beforg; whilst on
the same platforms the so-called constitutional 'nationalists’ preach
their 'reconciliation’ message 1o force ordinary people of Ireland to
take the unionist fascists' provocations lying down, in the name of
'freedom of speech to discuss the Anglo-Irish Agreement'! _
In August the very same type of programme was stage_d again gt
{the Merriman Summer School, showing that the promotion of.Qns
fascism in the south as well as the north is a definite policy of British
imperialism and the Irish bourgeoisie under the Anglo-lnsh {xg—
reement. Let no one forget the threats of the unionist fascists of 'ta}:mg
the "Ulster Says No' campaign south of the border', as the Clontibret
and Dundalk incidents show. The British imperialists are prepared to
stop at nothing in their terror campaign against the Iritsh People. The
bombs which their undercover agencies placed in Dublin in 1972, and
in Dublin and Monaghan in 1974, killing 2 people and some 30
respectively, are a reminder of the reality of such threats. And thf: fact'
that these actions were carried out with the connivance of the Free
State bourgeoisie without a doubt, 1o facilitate their_ passing gf _the
Offences Against the State Act in 1972 and the Criminal Junsdlcuon'
Bill in 1974, offers little confidence to the proclamations of the ‘Fre;e
State government today, that they are 'going to takfa all sec|unty.
precautions to protect the people in the south'. For a fact. qle Free
State regime has only ever exploited the situation of colgma}lterr?r
in the north and its spill-over into the south in order 10 justify still
more fascism against the patriotic movement in the south, harr-
assment, jailings etc., and now extradition. _

If we take the Glencree-type public meetings on the Anglo-Irish
Agreement, what these meetings prove is that the Irish people do nf)t
have true democracy and freedom of speech 10 discuss the problems 10
Ircland with a view to solving the problems and uniting the Pcople lln
the context of this Anglo-Irish Agrcement 'debate’ and this wheout;
political climate of bourgeois ‘democracy’. For at these Buz\: -
Hotel meetings, anyone who scriously chailenged this logic
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discussion, i.e. the premise that there are two communities and two
traditions in Ireland, and exposed the fact that the whole basis for such
'debate’ was the fascism imposed on Ireland by the colonial
aggressor, British imperialism, was told to be silent or be removed
forcibly by the gardai!

Thus contrary to the 'theory’ of the Anglo-Irish Agreement and the
claimed interests of the British imperialists and 'Free' State traitors in
‘'strengthening' what they call ‘moderate public opinion in both of the
two communities', the whole intention and effect of the Anglo-Irish
Agreement to date has been to polarise divisions amongst the Irish
people, on the entirely fraudulent basis of religious background and so
on; and make it increasingly virtually impossible for people from
protestant and catholic background in the north even to meet, socialise
and discuss together in ordinary life, let alone for such people to meet
between north and south,

This is made absolutely clear by the current life of terror which
British imperialism is striving to create in the north, where even the
simple fact of 'mixed' marriage betwen individuals of ‘different
religious backgrounds' - (this is the utterly absurd and racist des-
cription regardless of whether they are religious or not) - becomes a
matter of life and death, and where at least two such couples have
been subject of assassination attempts in the recent period, with two
of the individuals being tragically murdered.

The only 'dialogue between the two communities' permitted to be
carried on is not between ordinary people, but between their so-called
elected representatives and other so-called community and religious
leaders, i.e. through those very reactionaries, whose entire political
stock-in-trade is the most filthy sectarian wrangling, these most

hardened colonial and neo-colonial lackeys of British imperialism, the
most skilful demagogues and deceivers, the fount of all communal
religious and racist bigotry, regardless of whether they speak as so-
called representatives of 'catholic Irish nationalists' or ‘protestant
British unionists'.
So what is this 'moderate public opinion' which the British
imperialists and the national traitors of the Irish monopoly bourgeoisic
claim they are creating?
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This issue of 'moderate public opinion' is a complete fraud of
bourgeois ‘democracy’. What is this 'moderate’ kind of bourgeois
politics in any case? Let us look at Margaret Thatcher, one ('>f the
signatories of the Anglo-Irish Agreement and advoczjltes o_f . mod-
eration'. She claims that her Conservative government's position on
South Africa is 'moderate, in that it claims to 'condemn wnh
abhorrence the continuation of apartheid', whilst on the othel: hand 1t.1s
also 'opposed to violence and economic sanctions' as 'extremist
solutions to the apartheid problem'. But the facts are th'at Thatch‘et’s'
policy is one of actual support for apartheid. Whl]St' condemning
apartheid, Thatcher actually praises the open. fas.CISt anq open
administrator of apartheid and every fascist injustice against the
Azanian people ... as a ’moderate.‘ himsc_’.lf!......... by
comparison with the more open nazi parties in the wings, whp are
clearly nothing but the allies of Botha in any case. So where is he
'moderation’ in Thatcher's politics, the 'moderation’ in deeds of some-
one who preaches 'moderation’ in words every day?

But look again at this question in the Irish context. We have all the.
bourgeois political parties of Britain and I-reland, north apd south,
talking about 'moderate, constitutional politics'. We have Paisley aqd
Molyneaux as ‘constitutional unionists'. They say that unless their
'moderate, consitutional politics’ are acceded to, then, they wam,
‘other men, men of violence' will replace them. They condemn
‘extremism against the R.U.C.' etc., but they have actually led the
mobs themselves personally, even if they try to make out they were
only present 'as observers'! These 'moderates’ keep spoutmg
themselves, that 'the time for talk is over’, and say that 'we will tch
up arms for the protestants' etc. Where is the moderz.ltion in all this?
Then you have the S.D.L.P. who say they stand for Irish frgefdom and
against British colonial occupation and the crimes of mg Rritish Aqny
and who even, at times, condemn the unionist politicians as_fasc:lst,
but when patriotic people fight against the British cc')loma} occ-f
upation the S.D.L.P. calls these ‘the real fascists’ and ‘enemics ](1)5
Irish frecedom more than the unionists'! If, for instance at the B}szeth
Hotel type meetings, some democratic person protests agamsiving
presence cf unionists on the platform and their spceches spe
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hatred at the Irish people, then these S.D.L.P. politicians condemn this
as 'fascism to deprive unionists, who are one Irish tradition, of the
democratic right of free speech'! The S.D.L.P. describe their politics
as 'moderate’. Where is the 'moderation’ in their position which
actually facilitates British colonial occupation of the north and unionist
colonial fascism to help maintain this?

This talk of 'moderation’ is all the deception of bourgeois
‘democracy’. Where can there be ‘'moderation’ in a system of society
which is founded on brutal class exploitation, on the brutal invasion
and colonial exploitation of foreign countries, on the truly Hitlerite
preparedness even to go to war on a world scale with devastating
conventional and catastrophic nuclear weapons? Are Reagan and
Gorbachev 'moderate’ compared to Hitler because they favour wearing
lounge suits and the fire-side chat approach to public opinion? Are the
British imperialists so much more 'moderate’ than Hitler, for that
matter? Hitler foully exterminated some 9 million people in gas ovens.
The British imperialists forcibly stole as slaves perhaps as much as 15
million Africans over some 200 years and transported them to their
colonies in America and the West Indies, with at least a third being
killed in passage across the Atlantic and the average life expectancy of
these slaves remaining being 7 years because of death by overwork
and torture. The British colonialists committed legions of other crimes
too. The British colonialists actually halved the Irish population, by
fire, famine and the sword, and latterly emigration on two Separate
occasions in history - in the 1650s and the 1840s. Does the well-

known suave Etonian manner of the 'British gentleman' mean that they
are ‘moderates’ compared to Hitler? So the British imperialists would
have us think.

The fact is that, contrary to the lies of the bourgeoisie (to which the
opportunists, social democrats and revisionists add their support),
capitalism is capitalism, imperialism is imperialism, and fascists
remain fascists however 'moderately’ this fascism is dressed up. How
could there possibly be ‘political moderation’ in an Ireland in which
the British imperialists retain even one squarc inch of colonial rule?

The point is that there is a qualitative diffcrence between sham
bourgeois 'democracy’ and real democracy for the masses of the

-
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pcople. Bourgeois '"democracy' actually gives democracy only to the
bourgeoisie. Primarily this system has a value to. them as a means tc;
deceive the working class and people tk.ley Fxp}on, an.d the People 0
the colonies they occupy, into suppomr.lg the{r own explom:irsmand
oppressors. Thus the 'different’ bourgeois parties, the ‘two ;:11 : re'e
or more party parliamentary systems, govemment and Her1 ajtilstt)}fl s
Loyal Opposition' - (this is how they actuglly ar?d accurately fia [h:
British opposition, e.g. Labour now.) - this is simply to conh_ s; o
people, whilst at the same time it is a handy means by1 whic ef
bourgeoisie and their competing financial and industrial groups (:S
monopolists can carve up the spoils of office, government contr;::f
etc. But the bourgeoisie is ready at .the dr(?p of hat to.drop gven ;j
'democracy’ if it is expedient. For its main purpose 18 to eny r:re
democracy to the working class and pe_o.ple. pnce the.decepttl;)ns o
threatened by exposure and real opposition, in five mmu.teS ey C "
introduc: martial law. But in any case, even under their bourge.o.
'democracy' there is no real liberty for the masses, and the bog;ge{:llzlg
always are using their other weapons of fasms_m alongside w
political deceptions, and are striving 1o fasglse soc1-ety and the-stlft: :
increase their exploitation and opprgssmn. This 1§nglo—Ins g
reement is really a model of the com;)inanon of the tactics of bourgeois
' ic' tions with fascist force.
d’f‘trl[:z(;:?:rf bgfgl:ruc freedom of speech andlreal Qemgcracy excep}::;y
fighting against this bourgeois ‘democracy’, whlch‘ is real(liy toﬁm1 a[i
create the political climate of acceptance of fascism and na
jugation in Ireland. _
SUb’i}l]liiloéloiﬁd never be true democracy anq freedom of Spee(':hn:ll
Ireland until foreign colonial occupation itself is expelled fifnd 1;::)%) o
betrayal suppressed, for these alien forces only use ‘free o
speech’, i.e. their own real monopoly on the means of masts o
unication, their ownership of the public halls, the cinemas €tc.€ic.,
order to spread their lies to set our pcople at loggerheads. ed for the
In other words, in order for true de_mocracy_ to be creademc,cracy
working class and people of Ireland, it is es_senual tc(; fieggns[imted by
to the bourgeoisie, which in the first place n Irglan 1; o second
the British and other foreign monopoly capitalists, an
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place by the Irish monopoly bourgeoisic who use their 'freedom’ - you
can say - purely for the purpose of class exploitation, which means
selling out Ireland and the Irish people to foreign imperialism.

In order to prepare for that day of freedom we must fight now
under the slogan: FOREIGN IMPERIALISTS, FASCISTS AND
NATIONAL TRAITORS HAVE NO RIGHT TO FREE
SPEECH OR TO ORGANISE IN IRELAND! The Irish people
must fight to suppress ‘debate’ within the context of such fascist
ideology as the Anglo-Irish Agreement, in order that the ideological
and political conditions are created for real debate about real problems
with a view to uniting the Irish people in action to overcome these
problems, refusing to accept the bourgeois ‘democratic’ hoax, that it
is better to leave matters in the hands of the powers-that-be, namely,
British imperialism and the national traitors, and their pemicious
talking-shops, which is the source of the problems and the divisions
in the first place.

Suchisthe real qualitatively different and genuine democracy, prol-
etarian democracy, where the bourgeois 'democratic’ dictatorship of
the bourgeoisie is replaced by the dictatorship of the proletariat, where
the divisive talking-shops of bourgeois democracy are replaced by the

genuine forums of the masses of the working people of Ireland, led by '

the working class, where not only for the first time is there serious -
i.e. honest, problem-solving discussion, but the people are able, above
all, to unite in action to solve their problems and meet their needs.
The Irish people must take their destiny into their own hands and
out of the hands of the foreign opppressors and the native exploit-
ers. Smashing the illusions and the taboos of bourgeois 'democracy’,
especially this fascist 'divide and rule' Anglo-Irish Agreement, is
integral to creating real democracy for the Irish people and organising
for the basis of a genuinely democratic Ireland, an Ireland which is
sovereign and independent and united, with Irish people united and
masters in their own land, because the masses of the people hold state
power. This will be the new Ireland, where there is real freedom for
the masses of the Irish people for the first time, by virtue of the fact
that there will be no freedom for national traitors or foreign imp-
erialists, since they are only interested in depriving the Irish nation
and the working class of the freedom which is their inalienable right.

Part three :

THE ANGLO-IRISH AGREEMENT
IT'S 'IRISH DIMENSION ' AND IT'S
"INTERNATIONAL DIMENSION'

The main line of political argument used by the British iplpt:rialists
over the decades to defend their indefensible viqlanon of the
sovercignty of a foreign nation, Ireland, frorfl whlf:h they 'have
annexed a very considerable (and the most highly industrialised)
section of territory, and deflect all questions abou_t thg struggle of the
people of Ireland against this injustice - including in the arena of
international affairs and the diplomatic field - has been that me§e
matters are 'the internal affair of the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland’. o

Of course, when we talk of British imperialism 'defepdmg its
colonial occupation and annexation by this argument , this is gnly to
say that for the purpos: of public opinion, in Ireland, Bntain and
‘nternationally, the British imperialists deploy such arguments as the
smokescreen of deceptive propaganda to coverup the true cl_laracter of
the colonial war of aggression they wage to suppress the Ir}sh peqple
and the patriotic movement, and to justify this barbarous illegal 1pt-
erference in the life of another nation with the justification of 'restoning
civil order, saving life and property' etc. This is the real d.efencc by
which British imperialism maintains its colonial occgpauon of the
north of Ireland - the armed aggression of their British Army and

Ulster Defence Regiment and the para-military poli_ce of the R.U._C.(.1

According to the principles agreed as the basis for the U%l'ti

Nations Organisation (of which Britain was one of the.foun ;n g

states), all nations have the democratic right to sqverelgrtgi); or

independence; and, where nations have not yet achieved )

. cag i ing b
instance in cases where these are still held as colonies, incliuding by

Jonisation must take
member statcs of UN.O., then a process of deco i
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place. Onc example of this process in action (although properly
speaking it is more another example of the ability of imperialist pow-
ers 1o use the facilities of U.N.O. and the principle of the peaceful
resolution of international questions for endless procrastination and
as yet another weapon to defend their colonial annexations) has been
the issue of the retum of the Malvinas to Argentina from Britain,
which was the subject of negotiation under the decolonisation comm-
ission of the United Nations for some 17 years, before the British
government broke these off and waged its illegal and criminal war
against Argentina in protection of its illegal occupation of the Malv-
inasin 1982.

But, while the British government has officially agreed to the
principle of decolonisation, it has never been prepared to address the
question of its occupation of the north-eastemn 6 Counties of the 32
County territory of Ireland under the heading of this principle of
decolonisation.

According to the British government the question of 'Northern
Ireland’ is not a colonial issue, because the settlement by which
partition of Ireland was established, with the annexation of 6 Counties
to remain under British colonial occupation, was the result of neg-
otiation and 'freely reached' agreement with a govemment representing
the Irish nation - the Free State Treaty signed by representatives of the
Irish national movement on December 6th, 1921, which achieved 'the
subsequent approval of the Irish people’ as a matter of 'historical fact',
in the Irish Parliament, Dail Eireann, and every election in the south
since then and which furthermore has been the basis for all sub-
sequent dealings between the British and Irish govemnments since that
time, including the ne gotiations leading to this Anglo-Irish A greement
1985.

Of course, this is a total distortion of the real historical facts, the
facts that these 'representatives' of the national movement had turned
national traitors to the Irish people and agents for British imp-
erialism, cowed and suborned by the threats of 'immediate and terrible
war by Lloyd George and the promise of immediate British financial
support in return for crushing their comrades and the Irish people in
the subsequent Civil War. Of course, this is a total distortion of the
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reality of those rigged debates in the truqcated Da‘il (with the separ-
ation of the north) and the massive conspiracy of lies gnd corruption
between the open Treatyites and De Valera, whp having set up tI;le
terms of the Free State Treaty contrived t(? avoid Fhe blame fgr its
signing and emerge as the 'leader’ of the anti-Treatyite and genuinely
patriotic forces - actually a traitor and saboteur. to them as well. No
matter the total distortion of the real historlczlll fa'cts about. 1he'
subsequent elections, held under the barrel of the -Free Statg traitors
British-supplied guns in the first place, and. the lies, de_:ceptlons. and
fascist force of the State of Emergency ever since, by which genuinely
ratic and patriotic politics are made outlaw.
degll(l)tc oaft coursepme Britli):h governments do not care about the truth.
All they have been concemed with has been to use the de fagto
concurrence of Irish governments - these neo-colonial age_ms of.thelrs
and traitors to the Irish nation - as one of the !key pillars in ‘the
argument by which they justify their 'argument’ that the question
of ‘Northern Ireland' is not a colonial question. And the fact§ ar'e that,
whilst it has been the ‘declared - (entirely hypocrmca}) - policy' of all
the ensuing governments and governing parties of the 46‘Count)-( §tate -
first known as the Free State until 1949 when the 'republic’ was
declared - that the 1921 settlement has not been. accepted as a final
settlement and the national claim for re-unification fis a 32 County
Republic still remains on the agenda, actually no _Insh gox./emment
has ever seriously pursued this question as a colonial questhn, even
with the eventual admission of the Irish Republic to membe'rs_hxp ofthe
United Nations in 1956 (incidentally, after years of opposition to 'Ehe
Irish application by the British govemmen%), \fvhere _su(;h a 'clatlhrr;
could have been pursued under the decolonisation prmcple in th
United Nations Charter from a position of much greater diplomatic

St . . ]
rilfc;h now, with this Anglo-Irish Agreement, the Irish Republic has

formally accepted, de jure in addition to the alread){ long-estse::tll:lzhzdf
de facto recognition, that the question of changing ‘the S e
'Northem Ireland' is entirely a question for the populanpn \:;11 in e
northern 6 Counties. Consequently itis a questionon wll_uch inethe %
the single all-Ireland Irish nation, who happen to live

____._—d
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Counties, have absolutely no rights except consultation through their
gov.en-mment. with the British government, but certainly not the right to
participate in making any decisicn about the future of 'Northern
Ireland'. Thus, according the Anglo-Irish Agreement,

"The two Governments daffirm that any change in the status of
Nor‘thfzrn Ireland would only come about with the consent of a
majority of the people of Northern Ireland”. *

Thus the Anglo-Irish Agreement is the strongest possible formal
statemegt of British imperialism's denial that the question of 'Northern
Ireland' isa colonial question, with the still greater weight of authorit
Z((}) Itllsw l?n;g]h i(rinpen'aljst position accruing from securing the forma){

ent of the 'democratically elected' i i
e of o Tidh Reie y elected’ government which speaks in the
_ﬂowever, precisely at this point, where it would
Bpnsh government has made its defence of its illegal 3%)12:;0:? :i’ $§
Insh pe&l)ple'_s national rights impregnable, and rendered their colonial
anne_xatmn inviolable in terms of international law and diplomacy;
precxs‘ely at this point, where the British imperialists have, in the igé
of their alleged 'democratic open-mindedness’ to an inde;;endentguunit-
ed Irelanc} - 'should a majority of the people in Northem Ireland
clearly wish for and formally consent to it in the future', ensured the
'albsolgte .impossibility of such a development - at l,east by the
consnmuPPal' means they impose - by limiting a decision to the area
wl}ere British colonialism has an inbuilt majority; precisely at thi
Pomt .Of .secmingly impregnable strength the position of the Briti lsx
imperialists in Ireland has been irreversibly thrown down th lils
ery slope towards political extinction, M
for in reality the Anglo-Irish Agreement stands exposed as the most
criminal act - an.act of foreign interference by the British g(;vemment
ar.xd an a(.:t of national betrayal by the Irish govemnment - to deny to the
Irish nation as a_whole the right of the people, the nation as a whole
tq detf:nn1ne their own destiny in unity together as a nation. This i ’
violation of all democratic principle. ' o

* Anglo-Irish Agreement Section A, Article 1, Clause (a) p.3
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Thus, instead of strengthening their illegal colonial annexation of the
porthern 6 Counties and neo-colonial domination of the rest of the 32
Counties through the 'Free' State, the Anglo-Irish Agreement marks
the beginning of the end for British imperialism in Ireland.

The 'Irish Dimension '--
chickens come home to roost
British 'divide and rule ' tactics rebounding

The major political development - in terms of the political stand of
British governments on freland - which has emerged since the crisis
of British colonial rule in the north began in 1968/9, has been the
'principle’, first elaborated in the Sunningdale Agreement of 1973 -
the now notorious 'Irish Dimension'.

The sole reason why the British imperialists have had to resort to
this 'new" slant on the ‘Irish question' has been out of their weakness
in the face of the renewed patriotic upsurge of the Irish people and the
increasing exposure of their Northem Treland province of the United
Kingdom' as an illegal foreign colonial annexation, both in Ireland, in
Britain and throughout the world. It has not been any kind of
'‘democratic’ response of British imperialism. It is just the same reason
that forced the British imperialists, through their Liberal Party, t0
introduce the same kind of Trish dimension’ in the last century - the
Home Rule angle - in the face of the renewed struggles of the Irish
people and growing support by the working class and people
intenationally in the period of the Fenians, the International
Workingmen's Association and the Land War.

According to this, not only are the 'nationalists’ to be given a formal
role, as in the ‘power-sharing’ of the Sunningdale Agreement, which
they had been given through participation of the Social Democratic

and Labour Party (S.D.L.P.) as the so-called 'representatives of the
nationalist community in the norih', but now even the southemn Irish
‘Republic’ is to be given a role, itself as the 'representative of the
interests of the northern nationalists' in the Intergovernmental C9nf—
erence, established by the Anglo-Irish Agreement, where questions
regarding ‘Northern Ireland’ are the subject of formal discussion
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between the British and 'Free' State govemments.

Of course, the whole purpose, for which the British imperialists
introduced the 'Irish Dimension' in the first place, was as a ‘new’'
device of British imperialism to stem the rising tide of the Irish
people's struggle by releasing the flood-containment gates of the
'unionist backlash' for the purpose of 'divide and rule' once again,
This is just how they 'played the Orange card’ back in 1912 - in the
context of their ‘promise’ to introduce Home Rule. But these man-
oeuvres, however deceptive, have only deepened the crisis for Bri-
tish imperialism.

Firstly, because the admission by the British imperialists that there
is such a thing as an 'Irish dimension' - namely the existence of an
Irish nation on an all-Ireland basis - does mean the erosion of the
British axiom, upheld since 1921, that 'Northem Ireland' is simply the
'internal affair of the United Kingdom'. This breach has now been
broadened into the most conspicuous and unconcealable contradiction
by this sequel to Sunningdale - the Anglo-Irish Agreement, which has
taken this 'principle’ - the so-called 'Irish Dimension' - still further.

Secondly, because the British imperialists have been forced to
expose the role of one of their strongest cards, in terms of political
deception - the 'green card’, the constitutional 'nationalist’ card, which
acts as the foil to the Orange, unionist card, but with the past strength
of the deception consisting in the appearance that these constitutional
‘nationalists’ are real opponents of unionism and British colonialism

in Ireland.

And, thirdly, because the actual use of the fascist weapons of 'divide
and rule’ are having the result that the Irish people, especially the
workers, are uniting against British imperialism and 'their own natural
leaders', the Irish bourgeoisie, as the source of all division, because
people, especially the workers, but also people on a wide scale are
seeing ever more clearly that only these social and political forces,
the foreign aggressors and native sellouts, have any interest in keep-
ing the Irish people divided.

The British imperialists have been forced to bring out into the open
the relations which they (and the Irish bourgeoisie themselves, of
course) have preferred to keep hidden for so long, because this was
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the secret of this weapon of deceptior.l of idi\.fide an@ rule' - Fhe
concealment of the ties of British 1.mpenahsm with the I.qsh
bourgeoisie as a class, a class of native coHabor?tors of British
imperialism, national traitors angals.ell-outs to the Irish people, both
ioni d constitutional 'nationalists'. .
uI}[l%?:it:sa:f the British imperialists with the unionists werf: notqn?us
and completely open. These fascist parties were overtly log{allst to
British imperialism. But the deception was tlllat _these pe'lrtle.s r!ep;c
resented some 'community' in Ireland, some national minority’ o
‘British/Irish’', ‘British in Ireland' etc., not an mtegrgl ‘pan of ﬂ}e onei:r
all-Ireland class of exploiters of the Irish bourgeoisie (sl-)efakmg o
those that are not actually foreigners, members of the ¥3ntlsh bour-
geoisie or British aristocracy, which is also the case in Ireland as
w’i‘llllza. strength of the deception of constitutional 'r.lationz'alifrni waIs allsl?
that this represented some ‘community’, ‘catholic, natl.(,.uahst', ris ;
and a community which was therefore, by (?eﬁnl.non, ‘a.gz.uns'
protestants and British rule’ - thus therefo.re .'natlonahst polmcx_a_n.;
were supposedly ‘critics’ and 'staunch pa_tnotxc opponent_s of Brnus
rule in Ireland’ and ‘opponents of unionism and the 'umomsts - a;
'representatives of one community in Ireland’, nqt an mtegrzq part 0d
the one all-Ireland class of exploiters of the Irish bourgeoisie an
rs of the unionist fascists. '
aCt};l;l: flloa:rsttr)afgfitish imperialists have been forced by evenFs “_zhlcg
have got out of their control to put back their lackey consututlg;
'nationalists' in an open and exposed role - that of openly defe.n ; é
British imperialism and its Northern Ireland' state: and defet:idu;icf
foreign colonial forces as 'the security forces llceepling layv a:tlh eo acé
'protecting the nationalist minority in the north' and keepu}g nsiI;eing
and upholding democracy in Ireland, more openly lptewny ne
coltaboration with British imperialism, throwing over thelrfo ﬁtli)cal
deceptions, such as refusal to extradite patriots' accusefi o ga?diting
offences to British jurisdiction. Now the 'Free' State 18 eX e
patriots, and is even to try patriots in the southern cs;ur:is.ul:i ence
Criminal Jurisdiction Act for so-called 'cﬁmeg' cor_nmltte llllh o in
of our national rights against British colonialism in the north, 1.

e
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territory allegedly Irish under the Constitution. At the same time, the

Free' State are openly co-ordinating their gardai and army on the

border with the foreign British Army and colonial R.U.C. The

bourgeoisie and their politicians in the southern Republic' are inviting
unionist fascists onto platforms in the south to spout their hatred of
the Irish nation, something which is clearly an innovation directly part
of the Anglo-Irish Agreement, defending unionist colonial fascism as

'democratic right to free speech’ and even as 'one of the two major

Irish traditions', 'a legitimate perception' etc.etc..

Of course, the British imperialists with their long experience of

handling tricky colonial situations, in particular manipulating the
situation in Ireland, have unbridled arrogance about their ability to
retrieve difficult situations as the legacy of this colonial past. They
have had to put the constitutional 'nationalists' in this kind of front
line position before, for instance in the 1914 period, when the
Redmondite Home Rulers collaborated in the partition scheme, split
the Irish Volunteers and betrayed Ireland's cause by the manipulation
of diverting tens of thousands of young patriots of the Irish Volunteers
to become cannon fodder in the mass slaughter on the fields of
Flanders for the national enemy, British imperialism, on the 'prom-
ise' that the First World War was a war 'for the freedom of small
nations'. This is precisely the sinister role of the Anglo-Irish
Agreement again today - to subsume and swallow up the whole
principle of the ri ght of nations to their freedom in the ‘wider interests
of peace in the world' ete.eic., i.e. to swallow up the interests of the Ir-
ish people in the interests of the imperialist preparations for a Third
World War, being organised out of both collusion and contention by
the two superpowers U.S. imperialism and Soviet social imperialism,
and in which our national enemy, the British imperialists, are deeply
involved as one of the most bellicose allies of U.S.imperialism.

But the 1980s are not the same as the 1910s. The working class and
people of Ireland haye leamt from the past as well. In particular, the
Irish nation is not going to lightly see reversed all kinds of things they
fought for and which the British imperialists and Irish bourgeoisie
were forced to concede in the past. But this is what the British
imperialists and in particular the 'Free' State bourgeoisie are being
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r the Anglo-Irish Agreement. '
fo?Zﬁ: (:l?: lerxlgstu}:)nr? t:(:)f extrad%tion from the southzm Irish Rzgugll:i;;
decades the 'Free' State bourgeoisie had used, as one :
gc(:;ences and deceptions that t.hey ac_tutasllfy(l) r\:irlt;,t :ra;fzg(;:ia(\)r?:ggaitr?si
Republic, their refusal to extradite patrio e o acaina
British colonial rule in the north. Sure, they took s ¢ action against
any activity in the south, but they use_d thelr.re sal |
g;]innsfto:hensll for 'oftgences in the nonl.l' as public relzlmonils p&l:;:{” ;2
show that they were not against pat.rionsr(;l lz:fﬂ Zl:ilmas aggg'nm e
actually against the British occupier an nism a0 Do agare
fellow Irishmen in the Republic who were natio 1sd§t' ° .has now
under the Anglo-Irish Agreement espeleally, _extra uoin broush
introduced and people in the south 'are mcreasmgl):h :eea rcgseeing h
the 'patriotic’ deceptions of the Free Sta_te becaus; \ \Zg Sy
as unionism in another form, a neo-colonial 1_°qrm, u t;:l rgte e
British imperialist. People w%dely arg wntlngd.t:.)on :n : agail;s e
participating in democratic actions agalnst‘extrfa rl :he Sopemssion of
'Republic’ signing the European Convenp?p or D
ism, which is to bring the ‘Republic’ into hn_e wi pe
ggl?:; 1sn general against the rights. of oppressed najlt.lo:ls a?:l p;(;pl:n tg
resist injustice, denying the ex¥stex|1cedcl)t£ n[;o‘ig strug
i uch struggle as 'crime’ an dsm’. _
Con'cll'i?l?;lriez}nsstate ru1i1g1§ class and syste_m is up for mctrheeaflggle);
widespread public criticism and denunciation also for anc?ncmasing
which was attached to the Anglo-Irish talks and agreement - 1r Teasine
union of the Irish 'Republic’ with tl.le NATQ warm;)n;fle:s oeign
U.S.imperialism, in which British unp.enahsm, Irelan e w00,
enemy, is a leading partner. The comphanc; of the ﬂfoiolding o
emment, without the slightest ceremony, cenamly.not e o slaning
referendum as in Denmark, but hardly even a Paﬂ c_iebal?the orion
the new EEC Foreign Policy Treaty fqr the unification (;v[ e o a
policy of the member nation states in the Comrr(;o: r o the oyes
supranational basis has offended many people an " azebmken own
of public opinion in the south on a wide scale.' Thls o o bourgeoisic
all past illusions so carefully cultivat(?d by th_e Free e o the main
about 'Ireland's adherence to neutrality', which was 0




84 UNITY AND FREEDOM TO THE IRISH PEOPLE !

claims to sovereignty to cover up the reality of neo-colonial sell-out of
the southern regime,

People on a wide-scale are extremely worried about the implications
of these manoeuvres, and are increasingly aware of the concrete steps
which are being taken to harmonise the ‘Free’ State army with NATO,
in weapons, ammunition, training etc., which is going on with the
direct participation of the 'Free' State with the actual members of
NATO, in preparation for the formation of NATO battlegroups and
unified command. People in Ireland, like democratic and peace-loving
people and nations throughout the world, are opposed to the war
preparations of the imperialists, headed by the two superpowers,
U.S.imperialism and Soviet social imperialism. But in the Irish
Republic' they thought that at least 'their own' govemnment was
expressing their abhorrence of world war and were actually opposing
it in action by the policy of ‘neutrality’. Now this illusion has gone up
in smoke too.

People were brought up in the Republic's education system to
believe that the 'Free' State, while not being the realisation of the
dream of the 'Irish Republic' of the 'great idealists' of 1916, at least
exemplified a really independent nation-state in the making, pending
re-unification which these governments and the constitution alleged
was the policy. But now, with the Anglo-Irish Agreement the whole
illusion of the constitutional 'nationalists' is falling asunder. This is
the peril which the British imperialists and the national traitor Irish
monopoly bourgeoisie face in applying the tactics of 'divide and
rule’ of 1912/14 to the Ireland of the 1980s.

For as in the 1912 period, the British imperialists, with the
connivance of the Irish bourgeoisie, both constitutional 'nationalist’
and unionists, have sought to 'play the orange card', that is to use the
fascist forces of unionism indirectly, presenting this as 'one of two
Irish communities, or communities in Ireland’, which is opposing the
policy and best intentions of the British government itself in Ireland,
and which is itself out of its own ‘democratic’ will, the will of this
allegedly 'protestant community’, obstructing all movement towards
this 'Irish dimension', on the basis that this 'Trish community or
community in Ireland' is what is opposing a united and independent

..
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Ireland. This, the 'majority’ in the north, wishes to 'stay with Britain',
So it is no doing of the British imperialists if they are _’imransig_ent
against the national - Irish dimension'. In fact, the unionist campaign
against the Anglo-Irish Agreement - would you believe? - is a
'rebellion against Westminster itself? o

However, this lie of British imperialism - that 'it is the unionists

who oppose a united Ireland, not the British hnpcﬂaligts’ and that “th.e
inevitable penalty in persisting in the national struggle is a bloody civil
war - is cutting less and less ice as a deception these days. And now
the British imperialists are trying to 'play the Orange card' once top
often, because now the Irish people are seing ever more clearly th'at it
is British imperialism which is the moving force behind unionism,
which itself has no real basis amongst any people in Ireland, except by
fascist manipulation and terror by a foreign colonial power and
colonial lackeys. o B
Firstly, there is a change in the obective situation for British
imperialism. The economic crisis has proved to be one of the. most
obstinate features of the general crisis of British colonial rule in the
north of Ireland. For despite providing every possible incentive to
foreign monopoly capitalist investment out of t_he pocke}s of .the
taxpayers, the working class, who are to be exploited t?y'thxs capital,
the British government is totally failing to stem the crisis. And now
even the policy of 'divide and rule' on this front, the .discnmmauon' in
jobs, employment, wages etc. between 'catholics' and 'protc?stams i
being eroded by the elimination of the whole base ‘of sndustn?l
employment in the north of Ireland which had placed this weapon in
the hands of the British government in the first place. Thg economic
rug for the British imperialists' policy of 'divide and rule;‘ in the north
18 being pulled from under their feet, whether they like it or not.

But at the same time, other chickens are coming home 10 roost for
the British imperialists. The 'divide and rule’ system is d_evelopmg a
tendency to rebound. For in order to maintain their decc?tlon of being
'the impartial peacekeepers, keeping the two sides apart’, they haye to
arrest and imprison some of the unionist fascist_s and Lht.s orgﬂtlha:y
pecple whom they incite into action through thelr_ aggntls, altlh - iZl
have 10 apply the same fascist colonial system of ‘justice’ o the




86 UNITY AND FREEDOM TO THE IRISH PEOPLE !

at least some token cases. Thus, in order to provide cover to the
system of paid perjurers as a means of putting patriots behind bars
with a semblance of a 'trial’, they have had to balance their
‘nationalist’ Christopher Blacks with their Toyalist' Budgie Allens
(even though striving to make sure they abort these 'unionist’ cases
eventually in the courts). The ordinary people, relatives of the accused
who have been held unjustly under the fabricated ‘evidence' of the
paid perjurers, are grasping the fact that they are only being used by
the British imperialists and have actually been coming together,
consciously opposing the so-called 'sectarian divide', as fellow
victims of British injustice in Ireland, in united 'relatives for justice'
committees.

The Irish people are fighting back and are striving to unite in the
struggles. They are seeing through the British imperialist tactics of
'divide and rule' increasingly, at the same time as the British
imperialists - as today's 'Sick Man of Europe' - are finding it more
and more difficult to afford to maintain their deceptions in the
conditions of their increasing bankruptcy, both economic and political,
in the ever deepening crisis of their whole system, and in the situation
in the north of Ireland which has unfolded increasingly over the last 18
years as a chronic type of revolutionary crisis.

Yet it is for this very type of reason, coming up in the context of the
most profound patriotic resurgence against their colonial occupation
of the north - i.e. because the Irish people are increasingly uniting
against 'divide and rule' - that the British imperialists are actually
being forced to resort to using this weapon even more, and are having
Lo intensify their fascist 'divide and rule' still further, and have had to
g0 10 such lengths to set the people at loggerheads with each other,
asthey have done with this Anglo-Irish Agreement and with the comp-
lementary "Unionist Campaign Against the Anglo-Irish Agreement’,
even at risk of still worse exposure. Because once again the tendency
of the Irish people, reflecting their every-day experience in class
struggle and in the situation of colonial oppression, and therefore their
increasing political consciousness, sense of necessity and - dearest
wish, iS to unite against their common oppressor and exploiter.

The British imperialists have been forced to set in motion their tact-
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et —

ics of 'divide and rule' to try to reverse the process, just as‘they Qad to
in the past against the United Irishmen, against t_he growing unity of
iﬁe working class and revolutionary movement in the .nmef (ﬁf, Jalrlrlles
Connolly and later in the 1930's under the leadership o he 'etrsl
revolutionary Communist Party of Iretand, before the rev}1131l(1)m§t
criminally liquidated the Party in 1941 and adopted the Krushchevite
lmel;Illl:h gc}z,sot;e people, especially the workers, are increasingly
fighting back at each effort at 'divide and rule’. One e;(agl]ple rei(;eaixltéi
was the unity of all the workers, r_egal.'dless of the so led
'differences in background', going on strike in the the? Depanr;em !
Heaith and Social Security in the north, protesu'ng aga.lr}st thE atte (f
of the unionist fascists to intimidate workers of. catholic' bac grm;r:o r.][
The working class and Irish people are ﬁghtmg_ back on every .nS;
both north and south - on the economic frpnt against the cns1s{)ag21 o
closures, unemployment, forced emigratlon: governmen; cu-t ac ; "
education, health and welfare, against social degeneratlon,th anh.iSh
defence of our healthy national values. and culture and' e o
language, Gaelic, against the cosmopolitan Aqglo—Am%rcxjcaneOis[i)é
erialist culture of decadence by means of whsch. tl?e urg oe
encourages drug addiction and sexual depravn){, aﬁlamst e
preparations of the two superpowers for war, and angmst e nurcl: o
industry these preparations have spawned and which threalte ¢
lives of the world's people in addition to the v\l/eapons t'h_emse zjes, g
shown by the Three Mile Island nuclear plant accident in the ). me
and the more recent and still more deadly Chernobyl dlsaLster11 1:ﬁ e
U.S.S.R., and which directly threatens t;le I;;h people from Se
in Britain, just a few miles across the Irish Sea. .
nflllﬂt?:; ;truggle is reflecting the deep desire of pepple, es;:;;::;llo);
the working class, but also other exploited sufatg to unite rega;1 o e
any of these 'differences in background' “_ngun Ireland (wm .
British imperialists and the Irish bourgemsm so love toe lep e
and to incite), but also with the working .class and gelo%h seople
countries. The whole perspective of the working class and In
is continually broadening out.

are all
These struggles are bringing people together, because they
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actually and objectively struggles against the same system, the system
of imperialism and capitalism in Ireland and on the world scale,
whether people are conscious of this initially or not. And the point is
that through these all-sided struggles the working class and the Iri-
sh people are becoming ever-increasingly politically conscious and
better able to see their own difficult situation in a partitioned Ireland
objectively, in the context of the wider world, and this is smashing
down the age-old British imperialist mystification that the problems
inIreland are particularly 'Irish’, the 'legacy of a uniquely unfortunate
history in the relations between two neighbouring countries', 'unique
to Ireland' and so on.

In fact, there is ever-increasing conscious struggle for the unity of
the people. There is the struggle of the working class for the unity of
the class inthe struggle against capitalism, exploitation and the cris-
is. There is the struggle for the unity of the Irish people, encompass-
ing all genuine patriots and the masses of the working class and the
people for the unity of the Irish people in the anti-imperialist
movement. And then, in all kinds of other democratic struggles, we
can see the same determination to unite the people, such as in the Anti-
Amendment Campaign against the sinister 'pro-life' - and reactionary
anti-women - lobby; then again in the Divorce Amendment Campaign -
struggles waged by people in the southen 'Free' State which
genuinely reflected the desire of the Irish people for a secular society
without the tyranny of religious 'differences’, as well as progressive
concem to advance the rights of women and people in society.

At the same time there have been a host of struggles which reflect the
conscious desire of the working class and people of Ireland to unite
against world imperialism together with all the world's people, in
support of the struggles of people for national and social liberation, for
instance the spirited struggle of the Dunnes Stores workers in support
of the Azanian people fighting for their rights against the fascist and
racist South African regimce; the protests against the visit of the Israeli
Zionist leader, Herzog, and in support of the heroic Palestinian people;
the massive campaign of protest against Reagan's visit and the
warmongering policy of imperialism and the two superpowers, U.S.
imperialism and Soviet social imperialism; support for the rights of

UNITY AND FREEDOM TO THE IRISH PEOPLE ! 89

te and the people of the Philippines; the protest

i an 0 . .
o 'I:;far;gg inll)gcfialism's recent barbaric aerial bombardment of
aga] .

Li%? ezlclfst:. struggles are SO closely interlinked that they act as

catalysts and react with each other, w}i]th (t:t;es isstnﬁi}:tofunﬂ:zm\;?i-
inst the )
o ClaSZ l?n:krir;tﬂl fzr;;f;:taf:tten housing and social cquitions
T aI; fselling thé patriotic struggle itself, in fac.:t p@v1d1ng _1he
fio?(frt::tloz to the initial democratic movement for civil rights against
ﬁ?e Stormont despotism in the no@m 1968. 1 intemraction with
And this is the case as wel} with the. mutu T ot of he
struggles in other countries, for ;ns;an(cieﬁ\;uéll ;1;: rﬁ::h - I;:ers Lor e
Work_efs - Fl)e()ipr11sep;h'rsr1(1),<;1 %anhog(tidreilfénse of confidence and com./ic.t-
1.1€f010 T f;m revolutionary movement, including the patriotic
g Ol;tr v?as most significant that the unionist fascist. Molypea}lx%
. ific point in his speech on July 12, 1984, o1 'warfnng 0
ﬁ:di:ng'ctn tIl):; mainland which threatens us here in i:noi;t;eg}
i iti iners strike, i.e. ‘'wa
e o ; tlrfef ili:sr;gsttl?uglg?eiﬁg irrln?)ll of the working class thrqugh
tt?liesdasltlrg:;g(;e, and 'waming' against commur}ism and Marxism-
Lennisn, e roahonry et e famiics, ey have
ilst in the case of the Briis :
spi)vl:::f tflor ihemselves and frequently empha51seq 23:; g}ul(t:lk; ;2211
learnt in the course of their own struggle abouﬂt_ thed]ume L on and
le's struggle, both because they appreciate ppot o
bollect nt from Ireland, and because they now app_recu.ne e
Zorlilxﬁéosrslsa;fi unprincipled enemy the Irish people are tlgm]l\?ei n‘:v : rz
British ruling class and British impenahs‘n?, a'u}dhtté?;zecracy" o
seeing through the political deceptions ot‘ Britis
bourgeois 'democracy’s "British law and order’ etc. . acainst Brdsh
It is these kind of developments, the struggﬁsn;u1 T clfss s
imperialism, not the acceptance of slavery to the Bn

ich i ibuting 10
the Anglo-Irish Agreement advocates, whxc}tlh elst—i(:?st:bal; ; %rish
building healthy, fraternal relations between  ruggle

L s,
peoples - the relations of proletanan internationalis
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shoulder to shoulder against the common oppressor, the monopoly
bourgeoisie, imperialism and the capitalist system - not the operation |
of the fascist 'divide and rule' Anglo-Irish Agreement itself, as its

authors claim.

Today, the democratic national struggle is ever-increasingly being
leavened by the proletarian ferment of the class struggle against
capitalism, the perspective of the patriotic struggle is ever increasingly
broadly anti-imperialist and characterised by the spirit of proletarian

internationalism, carrying forward still more strongly and with ever |

broader social involvement these factors in the development of the
revolutionary movement in Ireland from the time of the International
Workingmen's Association led by Karl Marx and Frederick Engels in
the 1860's and '70s (which had extensive branches in Ireland as well
as the closest possible unity with the patriotic Irish national movement
of the day, the Fenians; in fact the Corresponding Secretary of the
Irish Branches and member of the General Council of the First
International, John Patrick McDonnell, an Irish worker in England,
was an old Fenian himself). This anti-imperialist and internationalist
perspective is carrying forward the same spirit from the turn of the
century, the time of James Connolly, who continued the work of the
First International in the period of the Second International as the
militant leader and organiser of the working class for socialism, who
as a true patriot and internationalist, helped forge the national united
front of the Irish people's forces, in the union of the proletarian Irish
Citizen's Army - which Lenin referred to as 'the first Red Ammy in the
world' - with the patriotic Irish Republican Brotherhood and the Irish
Volunteers, which led to the epoch-making Rising of 1916 - the
foundation of the same democratic, national struggle coming to fruit-
ion once again and now finally in this generation. All these struggles
today are following on these past achievements and are contribut-
ing increasing enlightenment and raising the level of political consc-
iousness and broadening the objective and militant outlook amongst
the masses of the working class and Irish people today.

Reflecting, and actually arising out of this whole history of struggle
and these most profound aspirations and sentiments of the working
class and the Irish people - the purest and most integrated sentiments
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and principles of patriotism and proletarian internationalism, raised to
the level of proletarian class consciousness by being informed by the
science of Marxism-Leninism - the Communist Party of Ireland
(Marxist-Leninist ) was founded in 1970 out of the heroic, path-
preaking work of the Intemationalists in Ireland from 1965, thus over-
coming the criminal revisionist betrayal of the Marxism-Leninism,
proletarian internationalism and patriotic anti-imperialism of the
former Communist Party of Ireland. Thus the essential factor, the
revolutionary political party based on Marxism-Leninism, was rest-
ored to the proletariat in Ireland. And this has still further contributed
to the spread and strengthening of these sentiments ever more widely
since.

It is the existence of such a party, based on and applying the
revolutionary ideology of the working class, Marxism-Leninism, in
the class and patriotic struggles that provides the basis for the
complete exposure and thereby explosion of British imperialism's
fascist 'divide and rule' tactics in Ireland. For it is only Marxism-
Leninism, as the only scientific theory of historical and dialectical mat-
erialism, that can strip away the bourgeois political deceptions and the
demagogy of religious sectarianism to expose the real class motives
which underly the confusing and divisive slogans of unionism and
constitutional 'nationalism' and the two ‘communities’ and two
‘traditions'.

The British imperialists have historically sought to exploit the issue
of religion to tumn the internal politics of the Irish nation into a Gordian
knot, where every attempt to unravel and untie the contradictions
between ‘protestant’ (‘British) unionists and ‘catholic’ (Irist
nationalists only succeeds in binding the knot which holds the Irish
people in thrall to British imperialism still tighter.

But having themselves in the first place implanted the question of
religious differences, in the modern period the British imperialists
have even made the contradictions still more sophisticated by
themselves actually promoting that it is only religious division which
holds up the solution of the national question and Ireland's
independence, i.e. not British colonialism itself!

Allegedly in the interests of ‘the unity of the Irish people’ they have
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even encouraged, through their various agencies, especially in these
days of alleged 'reconciliation’ under the Anglo-Irish Agreement, as
well as the confusing do-gooding of the ecumenical movement, all
kinds of nonsense about ‘overcoming religious sectarianism, ending
the bigotry' etc., as well as through their pernicious imperialist
agencies of social democracy and revisionism and their diversions of
'uniting workers - (even against British imperialism!) - on the basis of
their economic, class interests, in the trade union struggles against
sectarian division'.

The British imperialists have encouraged this precisely because this
capitulates to the fundamental deception that religious division is the
basis of the problems in Ireland, including the basis of division in the
face of a national aggressor. They have encouraged the 'opposition to
religious division' precisely because this keeps winding the Gordian
knot of ‘protestant’ (‘British") unionist against ‘catholic' (Irish)
nationalist ever tighter.

But neither religion, nor religious bigotry, can be the source of

division of a nation any more than it can be a determining factor in
- whether a nation exists or not.

Take the case of Albania, where there had been three main different
religious groups, a fact which had been exploited to help keep the
nation in foreign servitude by 'divide and rule'. Was it the case that
something changed in the relationships between these religions that
united the Albanian people to throw out the foreign fascists, the Italian
and Gemman occupiers? No, it was simply that the patriotic and
progressive forces of the working class and people of Albania forged a
leadership, in the Communist Party of Albania with Comrade Enver
Hoxha at the head, which united the people against the foreign fasc-
ist aggressors. The question of someone's religion did not come into
it, for, as in the saying of the Albanian people themselves, 'the religion
of all Albanians is Albania’,

As communists, possessing the scientific world outlook and
Opposed to religious obscurantism, feudal and bourgeois ideology and
their philosophical idealism in all its forms - referring to the theory of
the primacy of ideas over matter, not to the upholding of progressive
and revolutionary principles as jdeals - the communist party knows
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PR

ining factor in human affairs
igion can never be the determnqng . .
e mrzllff 1than in the working of nature, since mem is no su‘ch reality
an};he existence of a god or gods, and humanity cannot sfrm? fpr or
. e into conflict over things which do not exist. But, whilst it is the
COT of possessing this scientific world outlook Fhat. enables the
o munists to come forward as the only force wlpch is capable of
C?ltr?ing the Gordian knot, which is the only soiuu(;n g) smha;st;l g:e
C 1 A4 re 1 e
iali i f 'divide and rule' by whic
i alist and ruling class system O ' .
lm(l))e 1::: are held in thrall to the oppressors; and whilst th'e cplpmlpnsts
ge rfot conceal the scientific analysis of Karl Marx thz}t rel-ag:on. is the
" m of the people', an instrument of class squugfitzon, in the
gtitluggle of the Albanian people for national liberat_lon, J;St as in arrllsytv
ituation, there was no question of ‘'war agat
other such comparable situation, _ ; e o
igion' i by calling on people t© )
ligion' as such. In fact, it was _ i '
;dﬁzss of all such secondary questions, 11 orde; t:n “:1% m:n r;:;lo:)grlzr
i hich oppresse ani ,
defeat the common enemies w. .
tge foreign aggressors and national traitors, that brougtht Z];ior?stt 3112
f fact, this was unity a;
ity of the people. And, as a matier o . va _
lclnrr:iyyforcas aehich had ever stood to gain from raising the question of
igi a matter of division. _
reh’%‘lt(l): tarsuth is - and this is also the case in Ireland, or any oLhc*:r
country, such as India where religion has been used as a fac;lqr ;o sph;
, tivation of those forces which rais
the people - that the real mo of S which raiee
igi i intimidate and divide the people .
religious questions to intimi ' e s o s exploitation
itati i bjugation (which itself is fo ¢
ploitation and national su . . e
i lass of the imperialist po
of the colonial country by the mh.ngc . pOWE).
Whatever some political force might say about 11;:\:/1; n;(;?\r:;lg:e
i igion' i never .
that it is 'for this or that religion' - this can ever | e
And neither can the alleged motive of the Brmsh 1mpena11;ts Eeiz;lljsi
more honest and rea!, when they say they are 'in favou;:p mrelfgion
reconciliation'. Religion is not the issue. As a force in pol 1t1[c1:1$é i
can only ever be the unwitting mask - or else 'smp y e on
deception - for class interest. And nowada.yg, _Lhe' rr-todf:rl;ln 1y, et
the same line, 'opposition to religious dl\qswn, lst‘miI; O own
mask for the most base and venal of motives. An
graphically in the case of Ireland.
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Right at the time when the British imperialists originally hatched up ,
the partition scheme together with the Irish traitor bourgeoisie, both

unionist and Home Rulers, James Connolly,
militant working class leader,

“the Socialist key to the pages of history”, "The proposition, or
key to history, as set forth by Karl Marx, the greatest of modern
thinkers and first of scientific Socialists” !

and exposed that partition was a scheme which was to........
"help the Home Rule and Orange capitalists and clerics to keep

their rallying cries before the public as the political watchwords
of the day.”; 2

and Connolly had explained the crucial role of the working class
as......

“the incorruptible inheritors of the fight for Irish Jreedom” 3
showing that it would be a question of

.............

"whether the working class agitation cannot Succeed in
frightening these vampires from the feast they are promising
themselves upon the corpse of adismembered Ireland...." 4

The history of the whole intervening period since Connolly has
been a history of this very 'working class agitation', an agitation
which is always aimed to combat the divisions imposed by partition in
the context of the struggle against the encmy, British imperialism and

its native accomplices of the Irish bourgeoisie - for a free and united

Ireland. But this is a struggle which also encompasses every other
1

James Connolly: "Labour in Irish History”,1910.Sign of Three
Candles edition, volume tigle ‘Labour in Ireland’,

page 20.)
2 The First Hint of FPartition’, Forward, March 21,1914, Sign of
Three Candles edition, volume title, "Socialism and Nationalism",
page 109).........

3 Labour in Irish History, 1910. Sign of Three Candles edition,
volume title ‘Labour in Ireland’,

page 9)
4 The Exclusion of Ulster”, Forward, April 11, 1914, Sign of Three
Candles edition, volume title "Socialism and Nationalism”, page 115)

the patriotic martyr and
applied Marxism - as he expressed it - |
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aspect of national and international affairs as well, jI{st as Connolly
himself fought, since this is the scope of_ the working class - for
freedom and unity on the world scale. It is no wonder that James
Connolly and his writings them_selvcs .have bec‘om:hi the most
influential of all of the nation's thmk.ers in Ireland in 1sta c?ritugé
precisely because they do reflect the interests of the pro etaria ,this
ost revolutionary class and the natural leaders of the qatmn in s
Z:npoch. It is precisely for this reason also that the great 'mter:astigﬁn
leaders and teachers of the proie&lariat, xirgcizfeﬁ;xeg; .a[I,le mmsm,
and the revolutionary theory of the worki s, ] m-] i h
ced in popularity, the scientific so.c1ah-sm'w c
}é;:)\;crlz(l)ll;rstl?irtlrtlls);?fd ‘;Tknowlegoeg as the authority and inspiration for
e (;%wlil Ezgiu?:m vi,mktl.le deepening of the all-sided, obJ:ef:tive
economic, social and political crisis, th.e most prt:f«fmn(}i1 cniscls a;?;
British colonial occupation in the north in the face ob. a deivoim nd
e P 108 patrzlomlms'urgreggh;ﬁ:::rr; ;‘c)lrir:filt;eof the class
nce and steadily developing activ ass
zz)nneslgfm(; vanguard of the working clas§, organised m1 thz hhgg:::-
Leninist communist party - the Communist Par.ty_ Qf Ire. an f( st
Leninist) - is generating the most profou.nd crfi(llitsnlil;y [;28;: alc:Trl s
i ialism. This is an all-encompassing ¢ : . th
;)rz)lﬁlc;i:ifsgeological and cultural superstructur.e, an 1qcregs1n§nczin$z
of their entire system of colonial and neo-'colomal domm;tl'lo'}x:i and e
fascist system of 'divide and rule' on which th.ey degen l.ﬂmin;ﬁon °
herald for the still greater crisis even now coming 1o its ct on
the final conflict between the Irish people and the forelgr; afgrei
or, the British govermnment, and the }vhole system (; n00 : tﬁz
imperialism, the system of monopoly capital - the insurrectio
i i le's revolution. N
Insgo?att;;r:eﬂ;y?o&ﬂi in terms of the national conditions atr;gnﬂ(l;
intemnational conditions, such as the further decay and Qesi)a;':n o
imperialism in the face of the mounting tide of s‘trugglishirt;1 erz and an
throughout the world against this system, combined wi e orking
of the means which are essential to actually wage Sukcy'ective ctor
class agitation’, and which constitute the most crucial subj
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for revolution - the Marxist-Leninist communist party, the
revolutionary party of the most revolutionary class of this epoch - have
Now created the situation where the contradictions have matured to
the point where this whole method of British imperialist 'divide and
rule' - the alliance of the foreign aggressor with a class of internal
exploiters and traitors who help keep the nation divided - has been
divested of the last shreds of the deceptions of the national traitor
bourgeoisie of unionism versus ‘nationalism', the existence of 'two
communities’ etc., by which the British imperialists try to justify their
continued illegal interference in Ireland,
For once the workers are armed with their own revolutionary
communist party and their own proletarian ideology of Marxism-
Leninism, the working class becomes a political force in its own right,
challenging and defeating the political hegemony of the bourgeoisie
and imperialism over the people and the nation, in particular capable
of exploding all the political deceptions of British imperialism, such as
their bourgeois 'democracy’, and putting forward in their place the
genuine democracy of the proletariat. This replaces the ‘democracy’ of
the bourgeoisic - which boils down to exclusive rights for the
bourgeoisie, to make profits from exploitation of the working class
and the Irish nation with no thought even to the democratic right for
national independence, let alone any other rights to working people -
with the democracy which satisfies the needs of the workers and the
Irish people.
Notwithstanding the military aspects of the situation, which become
the absolutely crucial question at the end of the day, in order to achieve
the people's revolution itself - namely, the fact that the British
imperialists can only be removed from Ireland by military force
through their military defeat and expulsion, the very real remaining
military power and technology which the British imperialists possess,
as well as their reserves in world imperialism and in the native traitor
Irish bourgeoisie, the Capacity of their undercover fascist forces to
foment division and generate a climate of terror, confusion and
intimidation by their murderous and diversionary activities etc. etc, -
the Anglo-Irish Agreement exposes British imperialism's Achilles
heel in the increasingly threadbare deceptions of bourgeois
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'democracy'. Since without this meaqs_ of c.iecept.ior_l t0 maintain their
system of 'divide and rule’, the British 1mpenahsts‘§re unable to
maintain their colonial regime in the north and the partition of I@_]and
and national subjugation of the Irish people as a whole by military
me’?‘lnslisals(;]tt:«:\tion - the complete exposure of British imperialism in
Ireland - has been the glorious achievement pf all 'thes? detclz:des oi
heroic patriotic struggle and 'working glass aglFa.tmn agams(t’,d F m:)hs
difficult and complicated situation wh:ch'pamtmn has pos (()ir the
unity of the working class, the revolun.onary -movement an be
realisation of the sacred rights of the Irish x}atlon. It has been ajlz
persisting in the all-sided struggle, on the national and mtemauo'nst
fronts against imperialism, and on the .fronts pf strygglg ag?rl:m
revisionism (including modemn Krushchevite Soylet revisionism >
the 1950s and '60s, Euro-'communism' and Cmngse rev1snomsthj a;g
Zedong Thought from the 1970s, against Trot:skylsm anfj anarchis
and all other forms of the bourgeoisie's annjcommumsr.n, narrow
'nationalism’, national exceptionalism and a-ntl-Part)( liquidationism
at all periods); as well as fighting agam;t social detr)ng;:;agé
opportunism and national betrayal in all their fqrms, to thul e
proletarian party and the patriotic forces of the ngtllon,'that : :1 w -
ing class and the Irish people have broug_ht British imperi .1snt1hi
the fundamental crisis it has now fallen into, especially with this
-Irish Agreement. .
Af};il:) ];;Itslzh iflperialism is left standing Witl:l .thei.r military O'C(':US;H-
ion in an increasingly intenable position militarily and politic Ly,
striving vainly to cover up the naked fact mat cnmlpal f(t)ir:;g
aggression and alien military force is the sole basis for their con fine
illegal interference in Ireland with a mrea.dbare.attempt :at- re:if e
their 'democratic' deceptions in order to incite their fascist 'divide
rule’ policy. o
PreI:rci)ou)s’ revolutionary experience has shown hO-W the sguanon;a;;
unfold in such conditions. There was the trail-blazing achieveme: L
Wolfe Tone and the United Irishmen, who were the first 11i;o tsr;lfe "
British colonial ‘divide and rule'. It was this that led to the I}snmajor
national insurrection of the modem Irish nation. The next suc
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development was the work first taken up by the Intermnational
Workingmen's Association to organise and unite the working class in
Ireland in the 1870s, carried forward under the leadership of James
Connolly from 1896. This created the conditions where the 'divide
and rule' deceptions of British imperialism and the Irish traitor
bourgeoisie, in particular the deceptions of 'Home Rule' and the
'Orange Card', were completely exploded in the heroic 1916 Rising.
Within a couple of years, by the time of the 1918 general election, the
political influence of the formerly unassailable Irish parliamentary
Home Rule Party and the blackmail bogey of the 'unionist monolith' -
i.e. actually the political influence of British imperialism holding
back the Irish people - were completely destroyed, and the path thrown
open to the mass insurrectionary movement of the Irish nation in the
War of Independence 1919-1921.

Today in a similar way the conditions are being created, and thus
the path is being thrown open for the Irish people to turn the British
imperialist offensive of the Anglo-Irish Agreement right around and
launch the struggle against British colonial occupation of the north
with redoubled force and with the perspective, not just of national
resistance, but of waging the final conflict - for victory. The exposure
of this political charade of bourgeois 'democracy' of British imp-
erialism is the means to facilitate the intensification of the patriotic
armed struggle by the mobilisation of the masses of the people
increasingly in the struggle, to culminate in the insurrection of the
entire nation and the total military defeat and expulsion from Ireland of
the foreign aggressor, British imperialism, and the extinction of all
intemal forces of foreign collaboration, national betrayal and sellout.

The British imperialists embarked on this Trish dimension' as the
means of bourgeois 'demoracy’ to dupe patriotic people and 'play the
Orange card' in order to patch up their colonial annexation in the
context of the complete collapse of the Stormont fascist dictatorship by
1972, a despotism which they had set up in 1921 to keep the Irish
people in subjection and divided by partition. However, instead of
retrieving this decidedly exposed situation for British imperialism,
since Sunningdale and now increasingly with the Anglo-Irish
Agreement, the 'Irish Dimension' has become the source of still
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litical crisis for British imperialism in Ireland, by the
E\rzit(;ieglir exposure of those things which }.1a.1d ff)ljm‘erly been lk?pt
hidden as the secret of the effectiveness of British ‘divide and rule’ in
Ire}lsﬁdi.n truth there neither was, nor is there still any other path that
British imperialism and the Irish bourgeoisie could takf:. In order to
stifle the revolutionary movement, it has been tog_ nsi_cy aqd pot
politically feasible, at this historical stage, f01" the Bnush 1mpe:rlaltllst(s1
1o wage the bare-faced, open type of cplomal war which they ha
waged with the 'Black and Tans' back in the War gf Indepenc{epc:l
1919-1921. What had to be done was to crfaatc the climate of politic:
deception, in which the reactionary oologlal and neo-colonial f.orcesf
could be deployed to do the same dirty jO.b, but unde_:r the guise ﬂ(:
'restoring civil order, 'suppressing terrorism’ etc.‘, ie. whejr? aue
revolutionary and patriotic forces had been sufﬁc1epﬂ?f politic y
isolated and discredited by the deceptions of bourgeois 'democracy’,
so that the British imperialists and national traitors could. take them on'
and defeat them in the name of 'protecting the ordinary people
d 'protecting democratic rights'. .
mgftszi\gﬁtegpt of Brgitish imperialism and the Ix_‘ish bogrgeqlslfa to
present themselves as 'democrats' in Ireland, whilst their criminal
actions, the deeds of the S.A.S., the assassinations and pogroms, extj
radition and cross-border collaboration are MComing more gxposeq.
this is all digging them deeper into the hole - their grave - whlcb their
'divide and rule' system is designed to dig them out of. In Parucular,
with the heroic hunger-strike of the patriotic prisoners in tpe H-
Blocks, led by Bobby Sands, and ending in the mar‘tyrdon'l qf h1mseli'r
and nine more of his gallant comrades, the offens¥ve o crlmmahse(:1
the Irish people's patriotic struggle for national independence an
re-unification exploded in their faces. .
ll;r:ri?ailﬁoﬂle H?Blocks, the concentration camps of Long Kesh,. in
the gaols of Armagh, Crumlin Road, the Magilligan concerftrauog
camp, as well as in the southern 'Free' State prison at Poxﬂamseha(:!1e
the gaols in Britain itself, were young men and women, whose :se '
Standpoint on life - as real democrats - with m.ex_r pr‘ofound ts: e
justice and their righteous indignation at the injustices to the &L

s
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i ion' - ists of when it comes down to it.
Dl’[m;:s ::glo?;i]z;lsigreemem has been British imperialism's tompy
pankrupt answer to the H-Block hunger strike, .anotper Fot:;llly nf;:me
attempt to put a mask of 'democracy’ on the gtuauon in l\tll? ; ::311
Ireland' - (which is simply another way of. saying, terrgnsc;l .et rish
people) - but once again the British gnpenahsts 'are bemg. Olllsd
their own petard. Because if the 'div1d; and rule' rule -tactlc b: ar;z
power to inspire fear and disorganisation in the past, it was Caltlh
the masses of the people could ngt yet see Flearly thlrllo(tjlght i:;
deceptions of British imperialist 'divndg z}nd rule’. ’I‘hey €O nosect_
fact see clearly that the British imperialists were behind every o
arian assassination and pogrom; people could not see _throug_l: "
bogey - of ‘the threat of civil war and grasp the under:lllyl.ng quI:J IyriSh
purpose and of class interests of the \‘ran.ous forc_es of el;l;) e
bourgeoisie - ie. ‘their own' umqmst Ra'nles afld‘ allmr o
constitutional 'nationalist’ parties, ‘their own' ‘democ: 3_uc y ? )
representatives’ etc. - in collaborating one and all w1tp tl?e molr'eni}
tyrant, British imperialism. The contention of the constitutio e
ionalists' and unionists has been a fraud frorg the first, but now I .
being seen through for the fraud it is. In partlf:ulz?lr, the c:_onstltul:lonrc
mationalists' are being seen for the real unionists which they z;d
themselves, whilst the unionists are being seen t.o represent nl(; '(;i sl'-l
inary people in Ireland, but only organised fascist forces of Bni

i action.

Colgrlilt;alshn’impc:rialism's Trish Dimension'. is being seen throu&gl; rf:;
the reality that it is - not some concession (o 01.1r :a;ll-Ir-ela.nai oy
nation, but a sinister attempt, once again, to 'Ulster.:se .the 1llegd o
ish imperialist violation of our nation’s democranc‘nghts arl;o 12 '
yse the resistance of the Irish nation as a whole _W}th the bogey
'the unionist backlash and the threat of a bloody civil war.

people and the people and the working class throughout the world ]
oppressed by imperialism, defied the capitalist and fascist Togic' of |
British imperialism and all bourgeois - that 'every individual or nation |
have their price' and ‘every individual or nation have their breaking
point'. They stood absolutely unassailable to all pressure, intimidation,
torture and to the defamatory lies of British imperialism. Here was a _
whole generation, today's risen people of Ireland » just like the |
workers, nations and people rising up for justice and for emancipation §
throughout the world, whose profound democratic, patriotic, anti- |
imperialist and internationalist convictions, and faith in the people j
and their cause, revolutionary political consciousness and spirit of |
self-sacrifice, whose firm hold on the imperatives of continuing the
struggle of the past martyred generations of the Irish people and grasp |
of the necessities facing today's generation made them impervious to
cvery attempt of the British imperialists to deny our nation's just
democratic rights to national independence and re-unification.

What is British imperialism's 'democracy’ - the 'democracy’ of the
Anglo-Irish Agreement - in comparison to this! 1
The 'Irish Dimension’ is exposed as nothing other than the most
sordid alliance of the foreign aggressor, British imperialism, with the
Irish monopoly bourgeoisie, on the most corrupt and mercenary of
bases - the cash nexus - devoid of all principle and all real democracy .
It is a class alliance for the sole purpose of money-grubbing ex-
ploitation, founded on the subjugation and deprivation of the masses
of the working people of an entire nation - the Irish nation - of every
single democratic right for the benefit of a single class, and dominated
by foreigners at that, the handful of the super-rich, the monopoly
bourgeoisie, and to maintain imperialism and the capitalist system in
Ireland. This is a system in which the British monopoly capitalists
have their economic and strategic interests, and where the Irish
bourgeoisie have their own class interests, and where these are class
interests in common. This is where a foreign occupier is robbing our
nation, whilst native exploiters assist the foreigners carry out this
expropriation in order to receive their cut from the impoverishment of
their own fellow-countrymen and women. This is all their 'democ-
racy' - the 'democracy’ of the Anglo-Irish Agreement and the Trish




102 UNITY AND FREEDOM TO THE IRISH PEOPLE !

The 'international dimension ' -
Another exposure of British imperialism's
weakness today.

In another way we can see that the Anglo-Irish Agreement was

undertaken by British imperialism out of weakness: the 'International

Dimension'. This 'Intemational Dimension' consists in the new turn of
British policy on the question of Ireland, where the Anglo-Irish
Agreement has been registered at the United Nations as a treaty
between two sovereign states - Britain and the Republic of Ireland.
This is another exposure of the threadbare argument that the
‘problem of Northern Ireland is the intemal affair of the United
Kingdom'. This new tumn was designed to give added credibility to the
effectiveness of the 'Irish Dimension' in the Anglo-Irish Agreement
over the previous effort, the Sunningdale Agreement. It was to make a
more convincing display to the so-called 'nationalist minority' in the
north, as well as to the nation as a whole, that the British imperialists
really would create 'democratic’ conditions for people in the north and
end the practice of fascist unionist dictatorship in the future,

As well, the 'Intemnational Dimension' was designed to cope with
international public opinion, in particular Irish €xpatriates and people
of Irish descent abroad, in the United States, Britain, Canada,
Australia, New Zealand, as well as the vast proportion of democratic
and progressive people and the working class of all countries, who are
well aware of and Sympathise with and support the heroic struggie of
the Irish people against British colonial occupation and Ppartition.

An important ingredient of the Intemnational Dimension' has been
the promise of economic ‘aid’ and investment from America and the
EEC, which also Canada has pledged itself to, so that not only in
terms of ‘democratic rights' but also in material terms, in terms of

Jobs, it could be seen that the British imperialists were seriously
concemed to improve the lot of the masses of the people of the north,
in particular the 'nationalist minority' which hitherto had bom the
brunt of unemployment through the system of discrimination operated
under the British-organised unionist despotism for the last 60 years.
However, in reality this is simply to strengthen the illusions of more
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capitalism and more foreign investment as the solution to the prob-
lems in Ireland, and cover up the fact that these are-the very source and
foundation of all the problems, the reasgn fo.r foreign _su_bjuganon and
the crisis, mass unemployment anq eml'g{aflon; zind it is to ‘cover up
the fact that foreign monopoly capital, 'aid’' and invesment (;nust bg
banished in their entirety for the new Irelland to be built in free 0:-nthan
genuine sovereignty, as well as undertaking the e).(propnatlon -wi m;t
compensation - of all foreign monopoly cap}ta_ll, comp.amesfatrtll
industry in Ireland, which constitute only the tiniest fre(llctlofn (r)n th:
wealth already expropriated - i.e. robb_ed and plundereb- fro " ihe
Irish people over centuries, just.as- this ha§ been the gzlsth (; e
building of the new Albania, Socialist Albania, and must
w}mT;E (Efnutlelﬁzfional Dimension' is another proof that the B.rmsh
imperialists undertook the Anglo-Irish Agreement out of desperanortll?t
the crisis in their colonial system in the.nonh of Irela_lnd. It shattgrsﬁteg
remaining pretence that this is 'an intemal affair 9f t:e mem
Kingdom'. In fact, this demonstrates that the Anglo-Irish greem
is not so much the product of British policy, but of the bourgeomie.a:l
a class on a wider scale, the international Sf:a!e. The: A'nglo- bl;:
Agreement clearly marks the fact that the. 'Ir_lsh quesu.on ha.sh thn
subsumed as a question of international S{gmﬁca.nc.e, in w;uc th:
British bourgeoisie is no longer the sole arbiter. This is clear ron; e
fact that, integral to the Anglo-Irish Agreemel}t, tl_le goverm:net}t 0 e
southem Republic has undertaken the ophganons of s.lgmngAnd
European Convention on the Suppressu?n of Terronsn:l; EEé
coinciding with the making of the Anglo-h?sh Agreerpent, c -
States have undertaken a major re-orientation of their approacEEC
foreign policy, with the new foreign policy T.reaty of the; o
committing EEC states to the dev;lo;?mt?nlt of a unified supra-n
European foreign policy on unified principles. _
Thep;artllglo-lrigslilpAogrgemem has been to strengﬂlen.t!le 1pvolv§alilies:;t
of the southern Irish Free State in the offensive of British m_lpeln s
to stifle the anti-imperialist and revolutionary movement mrsre = Sj
and to enrol the support of one of the two superpowers, U.
imperialism, in this offensive, as well as the EEC.
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In fact, it is a moot point, whether the Anglo-Irish Agreement is the
result of British imperialism's initiative, or whether it reflects that the
initiative has been taken out of the hands of the British imperialists by
the bourgeoisie as an intemnational class, and by the EEC consortium
of monopoly capitalists and the superpower which presides over the
westem camp, the so-called 'Free World' overall, even if the solution
of the problem has not (yet, at least) been taken out of the hands of the
British imperialists, for instance by the U.N.'peacekeping force' so
favoured by Wedgewood Benn and other plausible and wholly
treacherous ‘left’ social democrats in Britain, who are themselves
mooting this option as a neo-colonial back-stop and as representatives
of the British monopoly bourgeoisie themselves,

The Anglo-Irish Agreement is another case where 2 colonial crisis
for British imperialism, formerly left as the 'domestic affair' of the
British bourgeisie has been taken up on the international scale by the
bourgeoisie and the 'great powers', particularly by British imp-
erialism’s overlord, U.S.imperialism, because the British imperialists
have proved incapable of resolving their ‘domestic colonial crisis' on
their own.

But the fact that U.S.imperialism, one of the two superpowers, as
well as the EEC, are involved does not reflect any real strength in the
Anglo-Irish Agreement either. Instead it reflects the weakness and
increasing exposure of imperialism as the €nemy as a system itself as
whole in Ireland, and will further fuel the anti-imperialist and rey-
olutionary movement and the mass mobilisation of the working class
and people of Ireland in the struggle. For the deployment of the forces
of imperialism, the deployment of these against the Irish people on an
intemnational scale only reveals more clearly to the Irish people what
they are in fact up against - not only the interfefence of a particular
foreign government, but the offensive of a whole alien imposition, an
alien social and economic order, whose basis in Ireland is solely
foreign conquest and partition, This exposes still more clearly the
deception of British imperialism that the ‘conflict in Northemn Ireland'
is simply some anomaly of an ancient injustice continuing into modem

times through no illwill of present-day British governments, but only
through ‘the bitterness left as the legacy of past history',
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internal conflict amongst the Irish peopie or people in Ireland.

This is one of the most serious developmeflts, which is hastening the
ruin of British imperialism in Ireland, e_xpo'smg more anq more that t@e
division of Ireland into 'two communities etf:. has no intemal b%‘]S-IS,
put only a basis in capitalism, in the tactics _of the bqurg;::ns:t:s,
employed throughout the colonial and neo-colonial coimtne(si. tp
Ireland firmly into the same context as all the othgr peoples and na 101:;
plagued with so-called divisions - 'Cypx-us, Ind:a,. Sri (Ij.agka,BSr(i)t?Sh
Africa etc. It helps smash the 1ﬂus1pns cultwattj, . y oriish

imperialism, that the Irish situatilon lfh umqltlle (t)(t)h g:c Intsh ! ﬁﬁ;e and

ir 1 desire to quarrel with eac ) .
g;ilt;ﬁ;nr?i:;le%igotxy' etc. It is no different to any of thc? ot-her m;zr;;a]l
disputes fostered by the imperialist§ and colon_lallsts, to mcn:‘,e r::Sge ‘ ami
linguistic, religious, or ethnic divisions to subjugate the opp

exploited people and nations.

British imperialists resort to ?nti-communism
in desperation, to denigrate the
Irish people's democratic rights

With every attack the British imperialists are exposing .thegl ha:zd;l ail'(l)(f-l
therefore the fundamental weakness of their ggrr_lble with em Si >
Irish Agreement. Thus representatives of the British govs:mme , e
as Tom King, have begun to launch the attack that the dangerr]1 0 e
situation in Ireland is that it should become a second Cuba, only

time on the shores of Europe'. . _ . .
People in Ireland are asking: what is the point of this comparison

w. ? . - .
ﬂ Shli:bgrst place, is there anything wrong with the ;‘)nnc;g::, iatth :

nation should fight against foreigt? dqmlgazﬁr:) ?nt?;u(lj){]]ltl)ii lpeéple e

Cub ople did? Surely, the heroic de

ﬁdd;lrlllgpéutl))a of the U.S. despotism of Batista was only &i tl: nr:::asnt
benefit to the people of Cuba, ridding Cuba of rule by Ar
Mafia, ridding the Cuban people of the scourge of druargnsl;lli)ng :

and every kind of vice, ridding the economy of the gd ling
and brothels, on which Havana had been made depe

titution
asinos
with
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complete domination by the vice and drug trade and sugar, fruit and
tobacco monopolies of the U.S, bourgeoisie and their class brethren

from the other side of the blanket, the Mafia.

This accusation of the British imperialists that Ireland ‘could become j
another Cuba’ is made with the most sinister of purposes. It is to ]
confuse and bury the significance of the democratic issue - that Ireland }

]

as a nation has a right to its sovereignty and independence and its |

unity. It is to confuse this issue by sinking the 'Irish question'’ in the |
quicksand of superpower rivalry, the 'balance of power’, the 'balance |
of terror’, the ‘equilibrium of deterrents’, and the so-called rivalry of |

‘democracy against communist tyranny',

It is the most sinister attack because it is to disorient people in Ireland
as to their own rights, by making out that it is not legitimate for the |

security of the western bloc, the defence of the free world' etc. It is to

conjure up the whole bogey that the patriotic struggle is not being |

waged by the Irish people themselves at all, but by some 'communist
agitators', alleged 'Marxists' and even 'Marxist-Leninists', 'terrorist
godfathers in command' of the patriotic forces, i.e. these are
manipulators and agents of the rival superpower, who have no interest
in Ireland's freedom or the rights of the masses of the people of
Ireland. They are people who are only agents of Soviet social
imperialism, out to manipulate the patriotic sentiments of Irish people
in order to prise Ireland away from 'the Free World' and put it under
the ‘eastern communist' dictatorship as a pawn in their offensive
against democracy.

This is all the most Cynical manipulation of the real issues of the
Superpower rivalry going on in the world today, in order to bury the
rights of the working class and the peoples and nations to national
independence and social emancipation. For the essence of this rivalry
is that both U.S.imperialism and Soviet social imperialism are
imperialist Superpowers, not the leaderships of two ‘opposing
systems of democracy and communism’. Both, whilst they compete
with each other, are in alliance in implacable opposition to the rights of
the working class and nations to national liberation and social
emancipation. Just like Hitler before - (whose rise, incidentally, was

Irish people to fight for their rights 'if this is at the expense of the ;
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emm—

financed by big British and U.S.capitalists, spf:h as Lord Nuffield a_md
Henry Ford, as well as the German bourgeoisie, to attack the genulr.le
socialism of Stalin's U.S.S.R.) - are even prepared to launf:h a still
more frightful world war to prevent the advance of this \a{orld
proletarian socialist revolution. It does not matter .what eltht_ar
superpower proclaims it stands for. Both are fascist, anu-dexyocrat]c
and anti-communist to the core, botfl are opposed to the rights of
i | the rights of the working class.
nag?nn:emﬂl?eﬂi%gsms and the treacherous coup d'etat and the count;r:
revolution organised by the cﬁminal_Krushschcv, the cor:n.mfust
who proclaimed his 'friendship’ with Eisenhower and K(_enne ¥ ‘SI::jcs:
this counter-revolution by which Kn'xshchev and his revision
henchmen, as agents of U.S.imperialism, overthrew the genum;
socialism of Lenin and Stalin, the U.S.S.R: has_ bgcomfe a m;.ld
capitalist power and imperialist rival qf U.S.nppenahsm bon; ‘:tome
hegemony and monopoly of the world 1mper}ahst {nzkaet, u e
same time the class brother and ally of U.S.unpenahgm agam;; e
working class, the colonial and neo-col'omal nations and e
proletarian socialist revolution. Yes, today in Gorbachev, herg. ‘1; g
man whom Mrs.Thatcher’, the close ally of R(?nald !le?gan anf st
imperialism, ‘can do business with', anothelr unpena}h‘s‘t and fasci
just like themselves, even if calling himself a commumst ! Soviet
Of course it is in the interests of both U.S.1mpena11s1p and Sovi
social imperialism to maintain the illusions ol'r the S.o‘.net. Umﬂ(:;l az
being 'socialist' and ‘communist’. For the SOV}et revnslqmsts tsh 1t
useful to maintain the deception over the people in the Soviet c_amp1 a
this is socialism in order to maintain the loyalty of the working c1 a::
and people. The revisionists continue therefore to .para(.le thems?o\rllal
as 'the heirs' of the great revolutionary past of Lenin (with occasi .
Mmention of Stalin these days, after Krushche.v's foul beg'ayal t:I:S
Tepetition of every filthy slander of the Trotskyites and their trlna:ls tha;
British and U.S.imperialism). They want to keep the d_ecgll)e Sictory
they are continuing the heroic role of the Soviet Union in victory
Over fascism in order to prevent revolution and protect 1mge e
themselves. Whilst for the U.S.imperialist bloc the a ygon X
Ievisionism in the Soviet Union has provided the best ammuni
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anti-communism yet, to attack the working class and their Marxist-

Leninist ideology and System of socialism and communism which the

bourgeoisie fear most of all. Because now with the restoration of

Capitalism in the Soviet bloc there has been the retum of every vice,

from crime, alcoholism and prostitution to the revival of every feature

of the old former Tsarist despotism, the unbridled chauvinistic
Russification policy, the racist discrimination against national min-
orities, the restoration of the old Tsarist colonial policies, but now in
wider and stronger forms than ever the Tsars could have dreamed of.

Now U.S.imperialism can redouble its McCarthyite crusade against
communism, but all the more effectively because they can attack - in
the Soviet bloc - 'communism' that is not communism at all, but
capitalism and imperialism with all their evils, but a capitalist and
imperialist system which still continues to call itself communist. No
greater Aunt Sally has ever been set up to be knocked down.

Whilst for the Soviet revisionists their mask of 'socialism and
proletarian intemationalism' is grist to the mill of their colonial
ambitions, for the U.S.imperialists and the bourgeoisie as a whole,
including the Soviet revisionists, who are part of the one and the same
world bourgeoisie, this is handy means of linking the preparations for
world war with the crusade to save the world from real, genuine
communism, from the proletarian socialist revolution; it is a handy
cover 1o putting the national liberation struggle of the oppressed
peoples and nations and the struggles of the working class in their own
countries into the balance of their confrontation for world hegemony.
They use this to demand that the working class and peoples give up
their struggles for national liberaion and social emancipation lest this
‘threaten to upset the balance of power' and prove to be the flashpoint
to a world conflagration.

The point about Cuba is not that it has become a neo-colony of the
Soviet Union, except in this way. The struggle of the Cuban people
was just, for the overthrow of U.S.imperialism and the Batista
dictatorship. Their struggle was heroic. The lesson to be leamt is the
Iesson that the Cuban people are themselves bound to leam - perhaps
have learnt already, for instance from the bitter experience of losing so
many of their youth in the neo-colonial wars which the Soviet Union is
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ing i ica, i ola etc. in the pretense of 'proletarian
Wagmgticl)lrlxal?sfrzf:z—l’mlgt glzgSoviet Union of today is not the genuix_1e
m'tergaand ally of the anti-imperialist struggle, the genuine socialist
o land and reliable base area for revolution. It is anoner b'fxse: for
o r-revolution, the ally as well as the rival _of U..S.unpena.hsm.
COunguban people are bound to realise that the situation today is not
Eéegenuinc national independence an.d social em an;:lpano:n \z:n:tt: (::11?;
fought for. The lesson for all the nat10n§ ﬁghpng or em ! imp fon is
that genuine national independence b¥ tl):;b:(r;til:: eg'(l)rrln ai)l?ancepgr s
m One su Wer Canno , h
&Oewge?;'fr:f a rival I?‘ranri;zrialist power or syperpoyw;;.ll ’I::li 1;2;
ople of Cuba, who have fought for genuine natio! ocial
le)xemncipation, are bound to continue tlll(ezcrl strudgglf1 ;ls tsl:;:vgwsoggl
i comes unmas and u 0Ciz
frenslsagtr'laill:?n ::: El?(l)t::l (l)):it itself. And, indegd, thisis a lessotr} :hlf:stzalrsl
being taken -up, for instance by ic heroic people lof ./:1 gw:I:I "
against the savage Soviet colonial occupation, colori
gerlgolf:(:;em:tg(;ks of U.S.imperialism, Soviet social 1m£enahsmaha;g
the world bourgeoisie, including these attacks of British imperi o
i onopoly bourgeoisie, i.e.these .attem_pts to make out :
222 ct)hnz i::sllrlul:tl fi ghltxl)e;itimately fo]i ntz:it;([)nmal };;ble arfe:;o:fas: wtl::: :)veo;vﬁﬁ
class for socialism because this will s e crbetween
the two superpower blocs and open up the daqg_er of provol " gwmle
angerous gamble for the bourge01§1e_. Because the \
\\:2::1? Ei:nil:lgdifg the Ifish people, can see that it is they an(cli it:uit;r tth\:;
Who ke ing t whip th natons nlo i nder one o othe of
iving to whip the nation €
gggeir\ios?;:clfm umbrellas', and who are striving to_ grap spt;fli'ts:snzf
influence from each other and destabilise the world s1tuat1tc1>ln‘ iS00
the wish or the will of the nations and people of th@ wogd SiimBmah;
including the working class and people of Amfenca, [uz ) t’he i
and the other imperialist countries, and gertamly no! et
beople. The Anglo-Irish Agreement is testimony 1o theand e
the imperialists who are escalating the preparations
increasing the danger of world war, not the people.
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This linking of the suppression of the just national rights of nations,
with the anti-communist crusade of the |
bourgeoisie is fraught with danger for them, precisely because it |
€xposes the reality that in the era of imperialism the national liberation §
and the cause of the working class in these nations fighting |

such as the Irish people,

struggle,
for national liberation, are linked as one in the world proletarian

socialist revolution in which they are a component part, along with the |

revolutions in the big capitalist countries themselves which are for the ]
immediate objective of socialism. It is this world proletarian socialist |

revolution itself which, by overthrowing world imperialism and the 1

capitalist system, will abolish the basis for national oppression,
exploitation, national wars and word imperialist war.

These attacks by the bourgeoisie, to make out that communists and

class

Marxists are somehow manipulating and exploiting the national 3
question and the people’s patriotic sentiments for 'other objectives, §

are actually going to help expose the truth of what Stalin pointed out:

“Leninism has proved that the national problem can be
solved only in connection with and on the basis of the
proletarian revolution, and that the road 1o the victory of the
revolution in the West lies through the revolutionary alliance
With the liberation movement of the colonies and dependent
countries against imperialism. The national problem is a part of

the general problem of the proletarian revolution, g part of the
problem of the dictatorship of the proletariar” *

The sinister attack on the Irish people's right to national
independence on the grounds that this might be led by Marxists and for
the objective of communism and a socialist Ireland is a particularly
dangerous gamble for the British imperialists in the light of the actual
development of world history during the 20th Century as well.

For with the Great October Socialist Revolution, not only was the
proletariat emancipated from class exploitation and socialism

* J.V. Swalin, "The Founda

tions of Leninism". Works, Volume 6. page
146. Foreign Languages Publis

hing House, Moscow,1953.
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e

blished as a system, but also the oppressed nations of th.e Tsarist
o ire were liberated by the revolution under the leadership of the
emFhevik Communist Party. And this example has been'fx_:rthcr
b :’rmed with new unique contributions, by t}le bnlhaqtly
e Lssful’ story of Albania's liberation from'centunes of f_orelgn
zui;ination and from the most massive and frightful ogcu?egllonzbg
0 - . . e n
i during the period o
ian fascism and German nazism ‘ .
{J{\?(l)lr?g War. For the most significant thing about this struggle was t}}:gt
15 success was due to the fact that it was waged under the lea(lijzrs 1pf
1;; the Communist Party of Albania (now called thc; P?uty tof 11).: ca::i :d
ia); this enabled the revolution to
Albania); and, furthermore, s en o o el way.
i falling into the trap of a
through to the end without ) . on balf way,
i i olidated, with the achiev
nd national independence was consoll :
iocialism under the essential dictatorship oslthe I;ro;tsar;z;: e the
! ialist Republc o )
Today the People's Socialis ' ; under the
i i ist-Leninist party, the Party o
leadership of their Marxist : . of Labour of
ia wi i t the head, is continuing
Albania with Comrade Ramiz Alia a the | ontinuing on e
i xha, in direct continuation
heroic road of Comrade Enver Hoxha, ontinuation
Gereat October Socialist Revolution and thg genuinely socxa_hst sz;teg}
of the Soviet Union of Lenin and Stalin, on the herglc 1;(3) o
Marxism-Leninism and the classics, Karl Marx, Frederick Engels,
V.ILenin and J.V.Stalin. _ )
Today, consequently, Socialist Albania st:mds bast aﬂl'ieo l[):fllllt;s;
‘inspirati king class, but als
beacon of inspiration, not only to the wor : : o
i lonial and neo-colonial nations.
oppressed and exploited co s, S
ia i found anxiety for
Albania is the source of the most pro _ the wone
bourgeoisie, for both imperialist SUperpowers, U.Sa\mpecr;;ﬂisfl;lc and
Soviet social imperialism, even though it adheres 10 the s T
correct Leninist and Stalinist policy of peficeful co-exgain e
states with different social systems .and- in no way io[;;.[ion >
adventurist 'export of revolution’, which is a complete v
Marxism-Leninism in any case. e and
For Socialist Albania has refused to go the path of ?(rush:.h:: }llzzh ”
Maoist revisionism, the so-called 'peaccfu} co-§x1§tcnc e
actually complete sell-out to and co]laborfmo_n with m(l);l)l(:tiomrv e
capitalism. Socialist Albania's staunch, principled, rev 3
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anti-imperialist internal and extemal, foreign policy of self-reliance

and independence and opposition to the imperialist war preparations

and to both superpowers is making Socialist Alabania friends the
world over.

This is a terrifying indictment of world imperialism and social-
imperialism. It is an inspiration to the working class and nations which
spells death to world imperialism and the rule of the bourgeoisie. Itis a
source of exposure for opportunists, social democrats and revisionists
everywhere, who are peddling their concoctions and lies about soc-
ialism and communism in service of the bourgeoisie and imperialism
and their own cushy careers. It is a complete exposure of all the
political swindling which is perpetrated by the bourgeoisie and these
agents, in order to prevent the link being made between national
liberation and socialism, in fact to set socialism and national liberat-
ion at loggerheads with each other, made in order to prevent the
development of the revolution at all costs, and alienate the working
class and the people from the struggle for the dictatorship of the
proletariat which is the essential means to consolidate the national
liberation struggle with the establishment of socialism.

For Socialist Albania has smashed all the dogmas and taboos of the
bourgeoisie, imperialism, social imperialism, social democracy and
revisionism - the dogmas that it is impossible for nations to be really
self-reliant and independent in a 'world of interdependence’ (read:
nations must be under the subjugation of western imperialism or
eastern social imperialism). It has smashed the dogmas that capitalism
is the most efficient possible form of economy and society, and that
'pure socialism does not work'.

Here in Socialist Albania is a nation and a state and a working class
and people which has disproved everything the bourgeoisie and the
new bourgeois, the revisionists in state power, and the revisionists in
the capitalist countries, preach as gospel. Here is a nation which has
marched unscathed through the conditions of the deepening world
economic crisis of imperialism, with no unemployment, no price rises
and inflation; where the scientific technological revolution is also
advancing (supposed to be impossible without the profit-motive,
selfish careerism and foreign investment and technology from the
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i ing sti rk and
dvanced imperialist powers), but 18 unleashing st_111 geater WO
: Vative energies of the people, whilst in the .capltahst west and rev-
f1;srieonist (actally capitalist) Soviet bloc it is used to explain the
i in leisure’.
' ion of employment and increase 11 - -
red'{‘l;::ugreat danger of the imperialist attack on ghe Irish people's just
truggle - for the imperialists and the bourgeoisie memselves - these
: mpts to defame Marxism-Leninism and communism and. the
sl Jution and for socialism and the dictatorship of

ecessity for the revo d for s >
I&xe proletariat, is that we are living in the same world where there is

the living and advancing reality of_ socialism and ger}umg n:x:(;):a}i
.dependence under the dictatorshlp‘ofl the-proletanat in today :
s 'I:lzist Albania, as well as the invincible 1deology of 'Marx1sn}
izfllinism which has always demoqstrated the i.nevnab.ﬂlty otl;l ﬂt?l:
fyture for humanity and all the nations theoretically, i.. w::han ¢
certainty of science, on the basis gf 2; a:;ua;}:wvi ooril 1.1:;1122; " ﬂgm
ment in society an ory, .
?:gx:rz‘tl)iogontradictions which are 1;:onstantly eating away the very
sons of capitalist society itself.

fogi?;?:ts Alban?a shows the only genu}ne road to a dece:n:i f}ltur]; t;)t
the world's working class, to all the nauon;y artlgi tt)c; r;?hn:;nag;trs;sive
shows that it is not necessary for a country 10 .

i bservient to others, Socialist Albama sho'v\.rs the
:i?lllntsg :glri;spoegs: through the revolution and through opposition to
all imperialism and revisionism and to-botp SUPETpOWErS. e

British and world imperialism and their frle?nds, the revisionists, a
launch their filthy anti-communist hystena against tpe Juslzs I')me
riotic struggle of the Irish people all they hk.e._ ..... : that 1tt r'Itla-I"of e
danger' - or 'the glorious prospect’ as the revisionists put ! of the
creation of another Cuba' etc.etc.. They can try to make p_layl w e
concoction that such a struggle is 10 join t_he ‘communists annsion
Soviet bloc. They can keep up the wall of silence aqd condescean "
about 'little', ‘isolationist’ Socialist Albania all they h'ke. They '(t:'oreggn
about their slanders about 'communist max?ipulatom and ze oreign
ideology’ of Marxism-Leninism all they like. _But this 0 ﬂ{efe S0
show what utter enemies of progress and enlightenment

i i iali V. i i i 1 na. fOI‘CCS a
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selves, what enemies they are of genuine national independence and 1
socialism, which is the only path of social development to the future ]
for the working class and for all countries and for humanity itself - the
future of world communism. It shows how determined they are j
(though completely in vain) that no country should follow the trem- |

endous example of Socialist Albania in being genuinely self-reliant and

independent and against the war preparations and both the superp-
ower blocs.

Proof that Ireland's struggle is an
integral part of the world proletarian socialist
revolution of this epoch

These attacks of British imperialism, the international bourgeoisie
and the Irish bourgeoisie expose the fact that the Anglo-Irish Ag-
reement is nothing other than a component part of the offensive of the
world bourgeoisie to make the working class and the colonial and neo-
colonial nations pay for the crisis of their world imperialist system,
and to suppress the growth of the world proletarian socialist revolution
which threatens the very existence of world imperialism, in which the
escalation of rivalry for world hegemony, the preparations for another
world war play the role of blackmail and of subversion to blot out the
rights of the working class, nations and people and the means to
drown the revolution, which is necessary to achieve these rights, in
the blood of a fratricidal world war.

This is shown graphically in the elements of the Anglo-Irish
Agreement, where the southem 26 County 'Free' State has now
signed the European Convention on the Suppression of Terrorism,
which is nothing other than an instrument of the international
bourgeoisie against the revolution that threatens their existence. This
is part of the U.S.-led campaign of preparations for world war under
the hoax of 'combatting international terrorism', and this has its count-
erpart in the policy of Soviet social imperialism. The two play the role
of foils to each other. The U.S. imperialists attack every just
movement for national and social liberation with the hoax that this is
‘communist inspired from Moscow"; while the Soviet revisionists

4
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ithi i ises the just struggle
attack anyone within their ov-vn- camp wtho m{ses i e
against Soviet social imperialism as Ofgamsed by the ah m
headquarters of U.S. imperialist te@nsm. Thus U.S. 1mpe1.'1 hs-le
attacks the people of South Africa, Nicaragua, El Salvad_or etc.; :pg ¢
goviet social imperialism attacks the people of Afghanistan an
am(i)?ftf:;)urse, it is true that US.imperialism dpes seek to get its t?e_th
into the anti-Soviet movement whergver this occurs, aas11 Part 0 all]tg
contention with Soviet social imperiahsm,_to v.veaken the 1alr)1cc‘;sunks
spheres of influence of its fellow imgenahst rival, and to glglretl ks
in rivalry for markets and for strategic advan@gcs, for mili ;11ryrever :
ctc., from Soviet social imperialism. Equz.ﬂly it .1s Frue thaF whe overa
chink appears in the armour of the U.S. 1plpenz}hst el;.’]lplrt?, \;vreland
in Asia, Africa, Latin America of Europe (@c}udmg us here in o m:
it should be said), the Soviet social impeqallsts tr)./ 1o l‘mpreslsl_ e -
sclves on the anti-imperialist forces as 'th;u best frtlendsvan'da allies ,he
order to themselves win advantages against 'U.S.xmp.enah:.r'n 1on u ¢
giobal chessboard of the nuclear strategy. sieze new colonial tem
On;Suettfl.xese facts alter nothing in terms of principle. The wzrfk‘m;g
class and people of Poland, of Afghamgan, of South d ! (1;1;31
Nicaragua etc. deserve their right to national 1nerendence iz_mh soete
progress. Of course, the people in those countries are not fig i ; o
go from the frying pan into the fire, from U.S.mpenahst don;ma "
to Soviet social imperialist domination or vice versa. If some elemen
come forward within the ranks or the leadershlp.ot such moven}emg
but to act as the agents of the rival superpower in _the course 91 the:lr
liberation struggles, or even out of sinister ampmons of their 0\;_;
then this is a matter for the people of those countrics to sort out, an ‘1;
not a question to justify interference by the superpowers In their
rivalry.
a;rlfch treacherous elements, who are nothing but agents of bghﬂ:
bourgeoisie, imperialism and on¢ Of other . superpower (ﬂo; ot
together), will be sorted out by the people, just as tgdago " eoi;ie
people are sorting out their national traitors, the Irish bxg‘ ' ~lilo§i§t§ "
and their agents, the opportunists, social democrats and reViSIOMSE
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all persuasions. Because the people in Ireland and every country are}
fighting for liberation, not new forms of enslavement, not to transfer |
from one superpower bloc to the rival. They are not interested inj
boosting the power of one aggressive warmongering bloc against itsj
rival, because their struggle is against these blocs and their domination §
and their war preparations as such. The people are fighting for the§
freedom of their own countries and for their social emancipation from §
class exploitation as part of the struggle for a world of free and .
genuinely independent nations, for a world without class exploitation }
and without imperialism and without the colonial and world wars §
which arise inevitably out of this rotten system. 1
For the British imperialists to utter these threats now - that the Irish {
struggle 'creates the danger of another Cuba' etc.; and for U.S. and |
EEC imperialism to get involved in suppressing the Irish people, l:
especially at this point after 800 years of heroic and just struggle ag- §
ainst the most unbearable and unjust national enslavement, is only
fuelling the determination of the working class and people in Ireland §
to further intensify the struggle for national and social emancipat- §
ion against imperialism as a system, which means against the overt |
imperialism of the U.S.-led western bloc and against its partner in
crime, the social imperialism of the revisionists of the Soviet bloc, and 3
against any other imperialist power which might emerge, such as
China, as well. 1
For the British imperialists to utter these threats now, at this stage
of history, is only leading to ever-deeper crisis for British imperial- 3
ism itself as well as for the whole system of imperialism in Ireland, '
heralding the final and complete overthrow of imperialism itself - as 4
an entire system - exposed as it is as entirely an unjust foreign imp- |
osition, in the first place of British imperialism, but now increasingly §
as part of the criminal and most dangerous imposition of this system $
on the working class, the nations and the people of the whole world, {
with the two greatest enemies and the most dangerous threats in all
human history heading this system, U.S.imperialism and Soviet social §
imperialism, which have together donned the mantle of Hitler today.

Part four :

THE NECESSITY
FACING OUR GENERATION -
REVOLUTION

These days the workers and other sections of thehworhrflgu?:ogz
of Treland are on the move in absolutely every sphere ore e
struggle. You could not find one‘ﬁeld in which there a

emerging.

omu’?hzeajvilzk:rzv:}l%p?eegﬁe haveg bgen ﬂghtingAhar;i,min th;: n:)nrgls(t:
adverse circumstances of the evgr-deepen}ng cn}sl;i 1:)has z Sc:,;l pomie
system, especially in the depression of the 702‘ wm'n S e it
still more rapid rates in the '80s. People are ighti gl R
j and living standards and are st-n'vmg. to raise el
1123:,1 vg? %cexsistence sogthat they, their famll?es, in their r:ioréi:sfu:uni
ioughout soiety AL g 44 9 LRl b

nerations can live on a Ieve ] \ . -
ﬁigﬁi:; and reflect the culture of the nation, 2 nation -1 dthet Ir;it(lip;cglleest
which is the proud inheritor of one of the oldcs

ivilisati d cultures in Europe. . ' .
Cw;ltlsiznl(:gts :ﬂ question that this vigorous lifet is occu_nng z:iaus :,zl;z

simply against the backdrop of the v‘vorld crisis apd its ex  severs

burden on countries like Ireland, which are colonies Or n€o lones
under the heel of the big imperialists and at.the merc()i/ 0 ther
multinational companies and banks, or where like .Irelfm fw; ave

both these features at once, in the context of the nation 1ts§1- alr:rd o

by partition. And it is certainly not the case, as the bourgeo::;t; e the

British imperialists make out, that the _Inst.1 people are

benefits' of modem capitalism and foreign investment. e ok

These vigorous developments are taking pla(?e, beca}lse Ihe \C;vriSis
ing class and the masses of the people are fighting against the )

i i inati Ireland by imperialism and the
against the foreign domination of y impe o
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multinationals which is the cause of the crisis in Ireland as throughd
out the world. This is a struggle against the whole system of exy
ploitation, against the degradation of society by the parasitic imperialisg
bourgeoisie and their class brethren, the native monopoly bourgeois4
ie. And most of all this whole struggle is focussed in the remarkable]
mass patriotic resurgence, centred in the north, but with the sympathy?
and support of the nation as a whole, which is against nationall
subjugation and the colonial and neo-colonial partition of Ireland b
British imperialism. 1
The working class and people of Ireland have fought hard over Lhef
decades to end the grinding poverty and the constant haemorrhage of?
the life-blood of the Irish nation, especially the youth, in emigration: ;
But the advances in living standards which they achieved, by |
comparison with former times, including the provision of greater state 1

welfare against unemployment and on the fronts of education and §

health care, are under the most savage attack by the British gov- 1
emments in the north, in particular the vicious monetarist government
of the Conservatives since 1979 headed by the notorious Margaret §
Thatcher, as well as the governments both of the current Fine Gael- §
Labour Coalition and by Fianna Fail in the south. ]
This proves once again that any advances which ever were made k
were not the product of the benevolence of imperialism and the 1
bourgeoisie, nor of the so-called 'wealth-creating’ system of mon- §
opoly capitalism. ]
No, they never were. Only the class struggles and the labour of the _:
working people have won them any advance, and even this was onlya
fraction of the wealth they have created, left to them after the 4
expropriation of the foreign banks and multinationals. Any imp- j
rovement in social welfare and other features of the so-called 'wel- }
fare state’ have only been the insurance policy, to which the British 1
imperialists and Irish bourgeoisie themselves have been forced to 3
accede - just as the British imperialists themselves were forced to
relinquish their colonial occupation of the southem 26 Counties - in
fear that otherwise their power and wealth will all be swept away in
the revolution for national and social emancipation. :

The struggle in the past, that is the genuine liberation struggle, goes

UNITY AND FREEDOM TO THE IRISH PEOPLE ! 119

- - .
forward today against the very same enemies, agamst- the san*;elz mtlt;n
system of exploitatiog, ﬂforlel‘f;l &?Egsit;;n and national sellout by

itish i iali e I .

Bnilsriltlrtnhiegzlslsntlh?tl the vigorous renaissance in Ireland's natiogal

Cultlslre in all spheres, in our national language, Gaelic, in our music,

dancing and literature are the product of the patronage of the bourg-
isi itish imperialism?

eo?;ai:nl?a? E:esrll] g?epzbsurd claim, in the first place, of the natiopal

traitors in state power in the soutﬁ, and n'ow, witlll'the An'g}o-l'rirslh

Agreement and the cosmetic 'promises’ of .reforms r_ecogru.smg(i be

Irish language and culture, this patronage 18 also being claimed by
s T

Bnlill;ttlhli?llge tE:l:he Irish people have ever achieved could have ever

been the benefits of such a system itself, nor 'couldhtht.ay be today.

It took armed struggle to throw the British imperialists out of the lpm
of the country which is nominally independ_ent tpda'y. How cou.q 1;
possibly be the case, as the constitutional 'nationalists (gnd the BH[ES
imperialists themselves!) try to make out, that anything O'Ihel" [;n
armed struggle could remove them from the final 6 Counti¢s in the
north? . N

These days the British imperialists and the Irish bourgeoisie ax('le on
the offensive against the working class and people of I‘reland, and are
unmasking themselves on all fronts. The -Anglo-Insh Agreement
amounts to the broadest possible offensive being n}qunted to make the
working class and people of Ireland pay for the crisis apd to snuff 0111t
the revolutionary movement which has emerged agalqst me.who J
system and against the comerstone to the wholt? .syst.em m-pgmcullill;(;
foreign colonial occupation of the north by British 1mpe_n‘ahsm. \
the Anglo-Irish Agreement, as the act of the bourgeoisic also. int-
emationally, in particular the westem blpc headed.by US unp(;
erialism, is part of the world-wide offensive of tl}t: 1mpenahs(t1 a[nhe
social imperialist bourgeoisic 1o whip the worku}g clas‘s an ¢
peoples and nations into line behind the chariots of the ‘t.wn
Superpowers in the preparation for another wc?r!d war for rednflsltcl)1e
of the world markel as their solution to the crisis, and to drown p
world proletarian socialist revolution, i.e. all the struggles for nation
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and social emancipation, in the blood of a fratricidal world conflict.

The British imperialists and Irish bourgeoisie have bared their truly }
fascist features increasingly, and have cut back every aspect of the
living standards and 'welfare state' for the working class and people, 1
as well as the British imperialists themselves waging a savage colonial §
war themselves in Ireland, and having the open collaboration of the ]
neo-colonial bourgeoisie in the south. This is because the fear of the ]
bourgeoisie and British imperialism of the anger of the people - the |

only factor which made them make any concessions in the past - is

increasingly being outweighed by the gravity of the crisis in their !
system of monopoly capitalism and imperialism, which threatens |

them with bankruptcy, and threatens the very existence of imperialism
and the capitalist system in Ireland.

The real aspirations of the Irish people

The authors of the Anglo-Irish Agreement, the British imperialists
and the Irish bourgeoisie, are constantly preaching about how they
want to facilitate the realistation of the aspirations of the people in
Ireland, of 'all the people’ etc.etc.. But the aspirations of Irish people
are not to be 'protestants’ or 'catholics', 'unionists' or ‘nationalists' as
they are trying to make out. This is no more true than the lie of the
U.S. and British-backed South African racist and fascist regime, that
the ‘aspirations of the peoples of South Africa are for separate
development as blacks and as whites'. The working peopte in Ireland,
Just as in all countries, aspire for a life of freedom and the prosperity
which rightfully should be theirs, because all the wealth is the prod-
uct of their own labour. They aspire to live in a country which is free
because without the freedom of the nation, how can there be freedom
for the people living in it? They aspire for a world of free nations,
where there is no more the domination of one country by another, or
the dominion of all the people and nations by a handful of big
imperialist powers, today headed by two superpowers, U.S.

imperialism and Soviet social imperialism, whose whole reason for
existence is their life and death competition for world monopoly and
world hegemony, whose whole development lies in the direction of
world war as the inevitability arising from their economic
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iti cept it is averted by the revolution).
Comg:uz?lgg-lnpsth Agreement is further proof of the absolutely
implacable opposition of world imperialism, the bourgeqisig and their
whole parasitic and aggressive system of monopoly capitalism to the
realisation of the real aspirations of the people to a decent future for
themselves, their children and for the people throughout the world, for
rity and lasting peace.
free%?én ;epalfi)ssgt?or? of the real aspirations of the working pepple of
Ireland today therefore, can only be realised in struggle ag?mst- thg
Anglo-Irish Agreement and the whole rotten syst'em which 'n is
designed to prop up with its deceptions of bourgec_)ls fic.:n'locrifcy ar§d
the fraud of its ‘reforms of Northern Irelapd', foreign ‘aid' etc.; anq in
struggle against the authors of this criminal scheme, v\{ho are using
this to float the most vicious onslaught and pogroms in the fascist
unionist 'Ulster says NO' campaign, and send in their troops am.i
police with their plastic and lead bullets to 'ke.ep the two sides apart’,
but actually to attack the Irish people's patriotic movement and snuff
i istance. '
ou%zugaﬁ::ti:n of all the real aspirations fo.r economic @d social
progress in Ireland, and for a world of free nations and la§nng peace,
can lie only through the revolution for the OVCI.'ﬂll.‘OW.Of imperialism
as a system in Ireland and the world, and the ehggnamn of the class
that has spawned this rotten system, the bourgeoisie.

The question of the revolution in Ireland tums_on thfa struggle for
national liberation, since the achievement of nauona} mdepender_lce
and re-unification is the essential democratic political f0l.mdat10_n
without which the Irish people are in no position to @tennme their
own future, let alone what social system they sh01.11d hve.und.er, how
they can end exploitation and crisis or make their contribution to a
world of lasting peace and intemational harmony. National liberation
is the foundation for the new Ireland, opening the door to the re'flgi
isation of the aspirations of the working class and people for soc;x_
emancipation and the eradication of wage slfwery aqd .class
ploitation, achievements which are the only basis for building a new
Ireland in which the people are genuinely free.

The realisation of the genuine aspirations of the working class and
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people is therefore a matter of the masses themselves rising in thg
national insurrection, because it is only through the mass insurrectiorg
of the nation that these savage enemies and national traitors, the Britd
ish imperialists and the Irish bourgeoisie, can be defeated. It is only
through the masses of the people taking the destiny of the natio i
into their own hands that they can win the victory, achieve sta
power and build the new Ireland as masters in their own country.

The Irish people's struggle is just -
It is their own struggle and could never be
imported

Today the revolutionary movement is increasingly consolidated 1
and stands on the brink of new, major advances to take the level of ]
the anti-imperialist struggle still higher and bring it to final fruition in ,'
the revolution itself,

The Anglo-Irish Agreement with its massing of every force of the ]
British bourgeoisie, the national traitors and the bourgeoisie on an §
international scale against the Irish people, gives the necessity for 1
the preparation of this revolution additional urgency. ;

The Irish people are facing an all-sided offensive of the bourgeoisie
and imperialism. It is tantamount to the securing of the future for our :,
people that every tactic in the strategy of national subjugation and ex-
ploitation is met head on and defeated, with the perspective of §
militarily defeating and expelling British imperialism from the north !
and overthrowing imperialism itself as a system in Ireland. i

The struggle of the Irish people is a Just struggle for a democratic
objective, for the freedom of our nation, the freedom of our land and }
our people in the genuine Irish Republic, in which the masses of the |

people will hold state power, just as the Provisional Govemment, led
by Pearse and Connolly, outlined in the solemn and binding under-
taking of the Proclamation of Poblacht na hEireann in the heroic Easter
Rising of 1916, and for which the generations have fought ever since
and are still fighting for this very day.

In the first place it is a struggle of the people themselves, it is not the
manipulation of some ‘extremists’ and 'terrorists' who are out for their

UNITY AND FREEDOM TO THE IRISH PEOPLE ! 123

o F h a struggle of the masses of the people of Ireland,
ol 1 ot f such manipulation.
s voing on today, could never be the .product of such ma ati
N l'ilfer can this struggle be a manipulation - as the British imperialists
1:;1 trying to divisively insinuate - fgr some seemingly '.more pr:E-
ive' or 'more revolutionary' objective, such as attempting to make
rcssrl:;tional liberation struggle a struggle for socialism as sgct?, fora
'[EZcialist' or 'Workers' Republic as the immediate goal. Tplts is g:ijzl
the malevolent and mischievous activity of the -opporFums rsl sTmt_
democrats and revisionists of vaﬁpus br_ands, mclurclimg t er_ ror
skyites and anarchists, who are trying to impose sucl [5.1 s;lp:)evemem
revolutionary objective on the revolutionary and patrio 1ch ovemen:
for their splittist objectives as th.e- agents thﬁ:y are (Zj ish and
world imperialism, cynically explontx.ng the w1desprea. allam sincere
sentiments of all patriots for sociahim Fo'di?;‘ especially wi
inspiration of Connolly and Marxism-Leninism.
ms]glli?t:g: (;)oint is thgt this 'socialism' they Prate ab?u_t, the allegt;i1
socialism of James Connolly, this invenupn of Insp or a;gre i
socialism' has in any case got absolutely nothing to df’ v_vnh real soc
ialism. It has certainly got nothing to do with the' S.OCI-allSlTl’ of J all;nel:s
Connolly. It is simply social democracy anq revisionism, thel w o g
illusion of class collaboration of the labour anstogrgcy (and cxi tl'V a:;
systematically by imperialism and thé bour.geonsle.today). ; is in(e;
bogus illusions of 'nationalising the hl_gh pom%s of mdu§niy, eav Si
private capital otherwise intact, including foreign impenalist .m\./e
ment and industrial ownership, but with a Jugos'lav-type gf lm.ut 01}
the proportion of foreign capital' etc;tq, 1.et:i. the direct continuation o
imperialism i urely neo-colonial situation.
pe;};l,lsgllell}:isg pezple's struggle is not the product- of sucllg
Manipulation, and it is certainly not a struggle 10 use the Iqsh peop °
a3 cannon fodder to achieve the objectives of some a‘he.n foreign potv;e
or other, to achieve a base for attack against Britain or any other
<ouny . .
Ntolze of these things could be further from the truth. Tlrlle izzlrll
People’s struggle is a struggle simply to free Ireland t;mintd‘; Irish
People. This is a just democratic objective in its own fg t;h;n has ro
Need of any 'more revolutionary' justification, such as

e
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achieve national independence purely in order to achieve socialY
ism', as though there is something ‘not sufficiently revolutiona A
enough' in fighting for national liberation itself. Neither does the Iri

people's democratic struggle need some label that sounds 'reall;}’

internationalist’. What could be more revolutionary and more prof-

oundly intemationalist than fighting to free Ireland and the Irish
people?

The goal and aim which the masses of the Irish people have set |

themselves is, in any case, the only obective and principled approach
to the actual situation and stage of the Irish people's struggle itself, |
where, of course, with the achievement of national liberation, when §

the Irish people are for the first timein a position to make a democ- 4

g

ratic decision, no doubt it will be a natural step for the Irish people §

"

themselves, under the leadership of the working class, to carry for- j

ward the revolution still further, and consolidate national independ-
ence itself by the establishment of socialism.

But only those who aim to frustrate the achievement of the unity
of the nation for the democratic objective, the unity of the working
class and people of Ireland; or those who have been (temporarily)

disoriented by such opportunist and revisionist troublemakers, could
be interested in imposing the objective of 'socialism' - (which in this ]
case is only a label, without any connection with scientific socialism, }
with Marxism-Leninism) - on the democratic movement in this j
mechanical fashion and violating the unity of the nation which is 1

essential for the revolution. Only those who are also out to frustrate the
working class and Irish people achieving socialism itself, or who have
been (temporarily) misled by such elements who are really anti-
communists and national traitors, but masquerading as ‘socialist
nationalists' or ‘nationalist socialists' (national socialists), could be
interested in violating the unity of the nation in the struggle for the
democratic objective of national independence and re-unification. Forit
is clear that the democratic objective is the surest guarentee of
establishing the basis upon which the socialist revolution itself can
unfold in Ireland. This democratic struggle has no need of being gilded
with the name of 'socialism' as if thereby it becomes 'more
revolutionary' and 'more internationalist', because this democratic,
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.
ional struggle of the Irish people 18 already a component part of
na

i iali i d is therefore already the
1d proletarian socialist revolunpn, and } ' :
- ‘Zofror 11?63a1 fraternal, internationalist rejations with the working

bf S;S the pedple and nations of the world, including the British work-
class

- hout
ing class and geople;na:is iIvl:'ellﬂz s;;o:t;lt:::;r;ge ‘;o a world with
naﬁﬂ?ﬁﬁtﬁgﬁiﬁmgmir freedom is not a ?rugglc w£?$$
peen exported 10 Ireland from any other coun'gy,l r?rr:ll axllryilSh o
: world terrorism’, Of ‘world corymumsm.‘ e :
1?:3: 1(1)(;f need to import revolution - efvzrll if su(c)?uz:it;;llnii v;:: pltisisslb;:é

ich it i - si ¢ basis of the rev .
::;e(::llsilttylivﬁ?:h wil,n ftc;eﬁllrish people have fa;:}ed da)( in t(:)z;yi;)u; t}floexl:

1 our freedom. If this is happening '
zf)rllltrllltrt;?s’, ::) i?ﬁ:tvfg;der. They are faced by the same oppression anlcic
exploitation of imperialism and social impe}'lallsm, Jus; at; w: s:eki.ng
Marxism-Leninism comes forwa;'d as the 1deology of ¢ f: e
class and increasingly of the Irish peoplg and their anti-1mpe e
movement as a whole, this is no wonder elther: 1t does not cgmzm "
anywhere but the character of the workers _m. IrelaEnd :;In (i)deomgy
integral part of the world's working class. This is their o‘11 ideolosy
and does not need importation. And the increasing popularnty ¢ 1
Marxist-Leninist ideas amongst broad strata of the people smlg)n y
derives from the fact that these ideas are the truth and the wor gf
class constitute the most revotutionary c1a§s and the pamra_lé:adg;i (i)n
the Irish people in their democratic revoluuon‘for nauc;zil li mr;au nin
this epoch, a development which is happening naturally g
me ) . -

Tl\:a(s)ggctg:::\(tions of manipulation by outsid; forces, this acgusau;n
about some import-export pusiness in revolution aqd Sub\.’CI‘Sl():il atlzist;
is simply the British imperialists doing the usual trick of :lrlnpeam o
everywhere: crying 'stop thief to distract the. people that they af e
Criminals themselves. It is they who export violence aqd. aggressio 0
Ircland with their British Army. It is the Irish bourgeoisie who 1mp<>of
British imperialism and its aggressiqn 10 protect _memsysf;;e o
capitalism and foreign imperialist domination on w?uclzh dege depend
as part-payment for their sell-out of the Irish people’s 1and,
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and labour to British and world imperialism. It is British a g
U.S.imperialism and the Irish bourgeoisie who are in the imporf]
export business in drugs and imperialist culture to wreck and waste he
lives of our youth and disorient people against facing up to the realiti
and responsiblities of life as free people, who are out to enslave .
people as mid-Atlantic degenerates aping this lumpen bourgeois li o
style - the life-style of the super-rich jet-setters themselves. It is Britishy
and U.S imperialism and the Irish bourgeoisie who are spreading theif}
filthy foreign, cosmopolitan ideas and lying propaganda about | o
western way of life' and are trying to discredit and eliminate ¢
culture, the national language, Gaelic, and the genuine values and
traditions of our country and our ancient and cultured people. And this}
is the same with the opportunists, social democrats and revisionists?
who prate about the need for 'Irish socialism’, not 'Albaniari$
communism’, who are the importers of every filthy distortion of¥
Marxism-Leninism and the political situation in Ireland and the wor $
from the Soviet revisionists, Chinese revisionists, or from the}
Trotskyite stables of British Intelligence and the C.LA. ks

It is the right of the Irish people to choose their §
own social system in the new, liberated Ireland

While the national liberation struggle of the Irish people is aimed t0")
achieve the democratic objective, which is our right, it is equally the ™
right of the working class and the whole nation, united around the
working class, to take up the struggle for socialism in Ireland on the *
liberation of the country. For it is up to the Irish people to determinef'
what type of society this should be. ]

They will determine, at the achievement of national liberation, to
build a society, and an economic and political system, which will def- '}
end national independence as the pre-condition to all else. b

What is this slander that the Irish people have no right to build 3
Socialism in the new Ireland because this will open the door to the )
Soviet Union?

That is the last thing that would happen. For with socialism, under

the dictatorship of the proletariat, under proletarian democracy, rule of
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reland by the Irish people and for the I_ns.h pepple, the door wquld
closed to the re-establishment of imperialism in Ireland, and this goes
for imperialism in any shape or form. . -
The Irish people are not fighting and making cquntless sacrifices
in order to be put once more under the yoke of national sup]ugatlon
and capitalist exploitation. The Irish peop%e, led by the working class,
would be armed to defend the country against all mterferfance whethe'r
these imperialists come with the flags of the so-cal}ed Frce'World,
(including any so-called 'United Nations pe?ace!keepmg forf:e).or the
Soviet Union's 'proletarian internationalism (read: .so'c1al imper-
ialism and social fascism, socialist in words, but imperialist and fasc-
™ Tt (1\::12?321 be the same as has been the case qf heroic Socia-hst
Albania, which has defeated every attempt at invasion anq spbversmn
from whatever quarter it was launched, whether from Britain and the
US.A., or from Tito and the Yugoslav revisionist a‘gents' of thle
British and American imperialists; or whether from U.S.lmpenahsn} ]
next agents, parmers in crime and then rivals, the Krushchevite
revisionists and Soviet social imperialists, or whe?her from U.S.
imperialism's new acolyte, the Chinese Maoist revisionists.

The task on the agenda today

The task of today, the preparation for the revolutiop, means to bl.lllds
broaden and deepen the participation of the nation in the r.e_volgmn-
ary movement to free Ireland and free her people. The mgblh_sauon of
the masses depends to a great extent on smashing the 111usu':>r.15 and
1aboos cultivated to defend the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie and
British imperialism's colonial and neo-colonial subjugatioq of %rel-
and - the illusions and taboos of bourgeois 'democracy’, the 1Hl{s1ons
and taboos of the Anglo-Irish Agreement, especially the blackma.ll and
bogey of 'the danger of a bloody civil war' as the alleged 'incvitable
Consequence’ of the patriotic struggle for Irish freedom. ]

This struggle 1o prepare the revolution necessitates the advance 0

LL the stry ggles of the working class and the people - on the

®onomic and social front, against lowering wages, mass un-

LM’ 4 o
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employment, dead-end prospects for the youth and the re :
scourge of mass emigration to Make the rich pay for the crisis ! @
the front of struggle in defence of all manner of democratic righg
including the right of the workers, small farmers etc. to organise a
defend their livelihood in trade unions, the struggle against the vicio
state repression of people, in particular of the youth, on the hoax &
‘combatting crime', such as the British Police Act and the parall§
legislation in the southern ‘Free’ State, the Criminal Justice Act.
It means also to advance the Just struggle for women's rights and {:
the complete emancipation of women, for equal pay and jol
Opportunities, against discrimination, low pay and unemploymen
and all the propaganda to deny the rights of women to work, espedy
ially married women.It means to fight against the whole anti-wom el

offensive of foreign imperialist culture of degeneration, porograph ;

and violence against women. The mobilising of women in the generl)
al political and revolutionary movement, including the democratid

struggle for national liberation, is essential to the struggle for women’, ?
emancipation, which cannot be reduced to 'women's issues' alone, buf]
depends on the achievement of social emancipation of the worki 2

class from class exploitation. Thus the struggle for women's em
ancipation can only proceed in the closest possible connection with .

class struggle of the working class, under the leadership of thei

Marxist-Leninist party, as opposed to the diversion of the women'
movement into capitulation to the anti-women capitalist and imperialist
offensive through the diversions and sabotage of bourgeois feminis
and its allies and exponents, the opportunists, social democrats N
revisionists of all hues. At the same time the participation of the’
masses of the women is one of the basic pre-conditions for the reala-’
isation of the revolution itself. And this line is a reality of the struggle
today, with participation of women in the heroic patriotic struggle ag}
one of the most important examples. One struggle which is essential to'}
advance in this connection is the struggle to  Stop the strip searches !,"v
this vicious and specially anti-women policy of the British imperialists‘§

against the patriotic movement, against the women patriots now in er

Maghaberry Prison since the move from the notorious Armagh gaol.

Preparation for the revolution also necessitates - as is widely grasped

lf‘ 3 - . _ . PE— o
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-
and implemented, including within the Pn'son camps - the smggle :ﬁ
dvance and develop our native culture and our nation
upholc, @ i ich i dle of Irish culture, to Smash the
Janguage, Gaelic, which is the_ cradle o 1‘t’a Sraash the
foreign imperialist, anti-national and. cosmopolitan cu
eneration ! Preparation for the revolution, in particular the struggle
:i: gSmash the fascist , 'divide and rule' Ar.lglo- Irﬁsh Agreerr;gptai
means to take the offensive against all 'the_: ideological and po 1-t1c
pressure and onslaught of British impenalfsm, US and world. 1m[i-
erialism, Soviet social imperialism agd revisionism, the wgolljz 1de00;
ogy of submission to the imperialist dlctz}te, to the blacklmal ;ge’I)fh >
‘civil war in Ireland' and to the blackmail of world nuc ear war. )
offensive is being waged, hand in hand with the most v1c19us'a:n
ruthless war of colonial occupation of the north, under‘ me fasast d.1v-
ide and rule’ Anglo-Irish Agreement to channel all pohgcal dlscus§1on
and debate about the problems facing the Ifish people into the lovglcal
quagmire of the 'two nations', 'two communites and two trad{uons .f
Thus to fight the Anglo-Irish Agreement means to ﬁght, in the }rst
place, the British imperialists and their foreign colom_al occupation
and all their fascist military and police forces and their ‘fvhole opp-
ressive colonial regime in the north. The necessity for thf: ideological
and political struggle is to mobilise the masses of the Irish People t.o
participate in and support this just patriotic struggle. Essenpal to this
ideological and political offensive is the actual suppression of thﬁ
Promotion of the pemicious anti-Irish ideology of the Anglo-Iris
Agreement. It means 1o organise for the Irish pegple to Suppress fhc
attempts to promote dscussion within such anti-national, anti-scientific
and a-historical terms. And it means to fight for lhf} exposure and
Suppression of all the bourgeois and opportunist poIiu(?lans and part-
ies of foreign imperialism and national betrayal, socnhal democ'racy
and revisionism, which are upholding this whole fascist analysis to
divide and set at loggerheads the ordinary people of Irela.md as
'Protestants' and ‘catholics’. This means that the democratic apd
Progressive forces and the masses of the working class and Irish
People must take up and implement the democratic. and rer)lut-
‘Onary slogan: Foreign imperalists, fascists and national traitors
Ve no rightto speak or to organise in Ireland !
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We must smash the anti-Irish ideology of the foreign aggressor, N
British imperialists, and of the national traitors, their promotion of
their own mentality of slavishness to the foreign aggressor and worlg
imperialism and to everything foreign - that is, slavishness t§
everything foreign that is bad, whilst hostile to the progressivil
achievements of world humanity and to proletarian intemationalism,

We must smash the lies and deceptions of foreign 'divide and rule
so that we - the Irish people - can for the first time talk freely ourselvey
and Unite in action to achieve our rights and our needs. We must stz 3
up for what we are - all the children of the one nation, the Irish people
it is irrelevant what is our region, our background or any othef
secondary 'difference’. k

At this hour of real need for the heroic people of the north, facing thef
fascist colonial pogroms of British colonialism, All Ireland must unit ;
against the renewed colonial fascist menace organised by Briti
imperialism !'We must fight the attempts of British imperialism and th
Irish bourgeoisie and all their political parties to preach that the people
in the north must rely for their salvation on British imperialism and?
its 'law and order', and rely on the Anglo-Irish Agreement and
Intergovernemntal Conference, representations by the ‘Free' State}
government to the British government 'in protection of the rights off
the nationalist minority' etc. Self defence is the only way ! People mu
organise to defend themselves and their homes against pogro
being organised by British imperialism ! We must unite as one nation’}
in the struggle for the freedom of our land and the freedom of h"'
people and support all those engaged in this sacred struggle. We"f
must Support the heroic struggles of the patriotic prisoners A
Smash the system of paid perjurers and the British colonial™
kangaroo courts ! We must ourselves, one and all, north and ':f.
Support and participate in the patriotic war to throw British'}
imperialism out of Ireland !
The heroic struggles of the Irish people, all the heroic fighting
generations of 800 years of struggle, the legions of martyrs, and §
today's generation of people risen once again - all this has brought
Ireland to the tuming point today. The British imperialists and the 3
national traitors of the Irish monopoly bourgeoisie have launched their 1
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offensive in the Anglo-Irish Agreeqlent. But Qus, Wh}lSt a ;CHOISf
{hreat, is a measure of their desparatlofl and their guilt in the face
{heir own exposure, the exposure of their weakn_ess and failure to stem
the patriotic resurgence of some 18 years durat_lQn, anFl the gxposure
of their whole rotten and iliegal foreign 1mposx.non of 1_mpe_nahsm.

In the turbulent, complex and confroqtam?nal . snurfmon today,
both the national situation and the glojba% situation, in this epoch 1())2
jmperialism and world proletarian SO.Cla:hSt revolution, t.herf: car; -
no room for either euphoria or pessimism, but only objectl_ve, tf:a
fless facing up to the necessity of our time -The necessity for
revolution - to meet the needs of the people, the people of Ireland_and
the world, imbued with the most profound conﬁdencfe in th.e. just-
ice and the invincibility of the people’s cause, the; 1pev1tab111ty of
victory for Ireland and for the world proletarlap soglahst revoluu(_)n_.

The struggle of the Irish people is sure to win victory becau;e itis
a just struggle and it is a component part of the \A{hole revolut.xo'nar.y
process on the world scale. Ireland's struggle, ancient though it is, 1sf
part of the forces of the future of humanity to bur}_' .the dead h@d 0
the oppressive past. We must throw our weight ml_htan‘tly bepmd all
the struggles of the working class of all cour_ltnes, including the
struggles of the British proletariat who are our allies. We must supp(_)rt
all the nations and people rising up for their own national .and ss)m-al
emancipation against the oppression and aggrc?SS}on of the 1mpenalxst
powers, just like us; and oppose the criminal aggression and
incitement for world war of imperialism, headed by the two super-
powers, U.S. imperialism and Soviet social imperialism. We must
oppose the criminal activities of both N.A.T.O. and the Warsz.iw Pact,
including the current attempts to whip the Irish ‘peop‘le mto. the
N.AT.0. alliance. We must demand the removal of the illegal imp-
osition of the British nuclear base at Bishopscourt in the occupied
north, and demand the same action on the communications and early
Warming installations in the south and the use of 'Free' S[.ate troops t0|
further the policy of U.S.imperialism in the name of Umted N'fmons
rpﬁ"aCekeeping', in particular at this time their active rol_e in thet
Lebanon in support of the criminal U.S.-backed Isracli Zioms
dggression against the Palestinian and Lebanese people.
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But the greatest possible support which we, as a nation, can give to
the working class and to all the oppressed and the nations and people }
of the world is to overthrow British imperialism in Ireland ourselves. |
Then Ireland too can stand shoulder to shoulder with Socialist Albania
and with all the other people and nations as they take the path of §
genuine freedom and independence, the path of revolution, and uphold
the foreign policy of those who are not slaves to their own greed,
driven by the sordid imperatives of life or death in the capitalist market
place, who are prepared to stop at nothing, even the destruction of
humanity itself, to save their profits and their parasitic existence. Itis |
the existence of such free nations, the existence of socialism, that will {
put imperialism and the bourgeoisie in their graves for ever, andleave |
mankind and all the nations free at last to develop in harmony and co-
operation and socialist internationalism towards world communism
and lasting world peace.

The necessity facing our generation, both as oppressed Irish people
and as citizens of the world, is to bring to fruition all the sacrifices that
our long-suffering nation, the Irish people, have made. The deepest
will and desire of our people is to be realised by every democratic
and patriotic individual of whatever personal convictions or politics,
of whatever background, group, party, strata or class, both men and
women, young and old, rallying to the cause of the people, regardless
of any secondary differences, and uniting in the Irish people's just
cause and national united front for the insurrection of the entire nation
to militarily defeat and expel the foreign British colonial regime from
the north of our country, crushing and rooting out for ever all forces
of foreign imperialism and national betrayal and sell-out. For this
people's revolution is the realisation of the dream of all the generati-
ons of Irish people - the new Ireland of genuine sovereignty and
national independence, in which the masses of the people hold state
power; with our ancient land and her ever-young people forever re-
united, no longer aliens in their own country at last; living in peace and
equality, free and armed to defend freedom; with neither ambition for
nor submission to foreign conquest; a free nation amongst free nat-
ions, a free people in a world freed of all exploitation and tyranny.




Title: Unity and Freedom to the Irish People!
Organisation: Communist Party of Ireland (Marxist-
Leninist)

Date: 1986

Downloaded from the Irish Left Archive.
Visit www.leftarchive.ie

The Irish Left Archive is provided as a non-commercial historical
resource, open to all, and has reproduced this document as an ac-
cessible digital reference. Copyright remains with its original au-
thors. If used on other sites, we would appreciate a link back and
reference to the Irish Left Archive, in addition to the original cre-
ators. For re-publication, commercial, or other uses, please con-
tact the original owners. If documents provided to the Irish Left
Archive have been created for or added to other online archives,
please inform us so sources can be credited.


https://www.leftarchive.ie/

	ELECTION LEAFLET001
	ELECTION LEAFLET002
	ELECTION LEAFLET003
	ELECTION LEAFLET004
	ELECTION LEAFLET005
	ELECTION LEAFLET006
	ELECTION LEAFLET007
	ELECTION LEAFLET008
	ELECTION LEAFLET009
	ELECTION LEAFLET010
	ELECTION LEAFLET011
	ELECTION LEAFLET012
	ELECTION LEAFLET013
	ELECTION LEAFLET014
	ELECTION LEAFLET015
	ELECTION LEAFLET016
	ELECTION LEAFLET017
	ELECTION LEAFLET018
	ELECTION LEAFLET019
	ELECTION LEAFLET020
	ELECTION LEAFLET021
	ELECTION LEAFLET022
	ELECTION LEAFLET023
	ELECTION LEAFLET024
	ELECTION LEAFLET025
	ELECTION LEAFLET026
	ELECTION LEAFLET027
	ELECTION LEAFLET028
	ELECTION LEAFLET029
	ELECTION LEAFLET030
	ELECTION LEAFLET031
	ELECTION LEAFLET032
	ELECTION LEAFLET033
	ELECTION LEAFLET034
	ELECTION LEAFLET035
	ELECTION LEAFLET036
	ELECTION LEAFLET037
	ELECTION LEAFLET038
	ELECTION LEAFLET039
	ELECTION LEAFLET040
	ELECTION LEAFLET041
	ELECTION LEAFLET042
	ELECTION LEAFLET043
	ELECTION LEAFLET044
	ELECTION LEAFLET045
	ELECTION LEAFLET046
	ELECTION LEAFLET047
	ELECTION LEAFLET048
	ELECTION LEAFLET049
	ELECTION LEAFLET050
	ELECTION LEAFLET051
	ELECTION LEAFLET052
	ELECTION LEAFLET053
	ELECTION LEAFLET054
	ELECTION LEAFLET055
	ELECTION LEAFLET056
	ELECTION LEAFLET057
	ELECTION LEAFLET058
	ELECTION LEAFLET059
	ELECTION LEAFLET060
	ELECTION LEAFLET061
	ELECTION LEAFLET062
	ELECTION LEAFLET063
	ELECTION LEAFLET064
	ELECTION LEAFLET065
	ELECTION LEAFLET066
	ELECTION LEAFLET067
	ELECTION LEAFLET068

