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HOW CAN BRITISH GOVERNMENT
CLAIM TO UPHOLD RULE OF LAW?

On November 14th the British
Home Secretary, Mr David Wadd-
ington, confirmed that the British
government was to maintain its
powers to detain suspects under the
Prevention of Terrorism Act for up
to 7 days in violation of Article 5 of
the European Convention on
Human Rights which stipulates a
limit of 48 hours.

What are people to make of this
stand of the British government, espe-
cially when it comes so hot on the
heels of the revelations about the true,
anti-Irish character of the British
judicial system made with the recent
release of the Guildford Four?

Come to that, what are we to make of
the Anglo-Irish Agreement, which is
said to be to encourage the rule of
law in everything in Anglo- Irish rela-
tions, and through which the Irish gov-
ernment is supposed to be able to
ensure that Britain corrects past injus-

tices and comes at last to properly
abide by the rule of law?

Such a stand of the British govern-
ment on the PTA is in direct defi-
ance of the judgement delivered by
the European Court of Human Rights
of November 29th, 1988, in the case
brought by a number of Irish people
detained in this way wunder this act.
Under the European Convention dero-
gation from Article 5 is only accept-
able in "time of war or other public
emergency threatening the life of the
nation” and the European Court clearly
adjudicatd that such conditions did
not apply.

Britain's stand on the PTA vis a vis
the European Convention on Human
Rights shows that the British imperial-
ists simply ignore the rule of law
where it suits their interests in just
the same way that the US imperialists
refused to attend the International
Court at the Hague to answer charges

for violating international law by min-
ing the harbours of Nicaragua not so
long ago.

These big imperialist and social
imperialist powers, especially the two
superpowers, US and Soviet social
imperialism, make it standard practice
to ride roughshod over all rule of law
at the same time as posing as the
authorities on which the global rule of
law depends. But no wonder; they
have had the example of British
imperialism, the greatest world power
and hypocrite of the last century, as
their tutor. But - as the last twenty
years of events in the north of Ireland
have shown - the British impenalists
have not lost their touch themselves.

In the first nine months of this year
some 109 people have been detained
under this act, after a total of 170 for
1988. And here we are not really
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Groundless euphoria over breaching of

Berlin Wall

Last week the mass media had a
field day with the scenes at the
Berlin Wall which ensued from
the decision of the East German
government to end restrictions on
travel by their population.

The talk of commentators was all of
'the end of the Cold War', the possibil-
ity of accelerating the pace of super-
power detente and so on. But is there
any truth in this perspective?

The big powers themselves, from
Bush to Gorbachev, have followed up
by urging what they call 'caution’,
saying that not only is German re-uni-
fication not on the agenda but neither
is the dismantling of NATO and the
Warsaw Pact nor the withdrawal of
Soviet or NATO forces from Europe.

The propaganda about an end to the
Cold War on the basis of an end to 'the
conflict between communism and
democracy' with the 'collapse of
socialism and the victory of capi-
talism' is actually merely a repeti-
tion of the same analysis made at the
time of Khrushchev's so- called 'Secret
Speech' at the 20th Congress of.
CPSU in 1956. But did the arms race
diminish after that? Quite the oppo-
site. It was to become the. perpetual
nightmare of the people of the whole
world.

The point is that the basis of the
threat of world war is not any kind of
contention between democracy and
communism. It is between rival capi-
talists who are competing in life and
death struggle in the conditions of the
world crisis, where the achievement

of monopoly of the world market and
sources of raw materials etc. is really
the only sure basis of survival at all.
What Khrushchev achieved was the
restoration of capitalism in the Soviet
Union. So for all his talk of detente
Khrushchev actually set the Soviet
Union on the course of the foreign
adventures and imperialist striving for
world domination which would lead
to Czechoslovakia and Afghanistan
and ever sharper confrontation with
US imperialism. Foreign imperial-
ism was the inevitable outcome of
the internal restoration of capitalism
in Russia, if not the Khrushchevite
revisionists original motivation.
Meanwhile the arising of the Soviet
Union as a new imperialist rival to the
older monopolist, US imperialism,
has simply spurred the American

Contd. p.2




5
Contd. from Page 1 - BRITISH GOVT. CLAIM TO UPHOLD THE RULE OF LAW ?

touching on the true dimensions
of the use of this draconian legis-
lation, i.e. the many thousands
more who are stopped and ques-
tioned and greatly inconvenienced
through the justification of this act,
but who are not actually official-
ly detained. In addition some 100
individuals are specifically
excluded from entering Britain
under the provisions of the PTA.
Who are the people affected?

In terms of the direct effects, it
is people like the northemn Ireland
parents of a fifteen year old boy
who was killed by a British plastic
bullet, who were detained recent-

ly under the PTA when they went
over to speak at a meeting protest-
ing against a British fireworks
manufacturer which also produces
plastic bullets. It is the relations
and friends of Irish people held in
jails in Britain, i.e. to harrass them
and prevent them from making
visits to their far-off loved ones.
But indirectly the PTA is a blanket
intrument of intimidation against
the whole Irish emigrant communi-
ty living and working in Britain
and all their friends and relations
in Ireland, as well as against the
entire population of the noirth of
Ireland.

What operates in the relations
between Britain and Ireland, so
long as imperialism remains to dic-
tate these relations, is not the rule
of law, but the theory that might is
right. The Anglo-Irish Agreement
has done nothing to change this sit-
uation. In fact it has only enabled
the British imperialists to further
raise the level of their hypocritical
propaganda about how concemned
they are to defend the rule of law as
a still more effective screen behind
which they can actually step up
their use of force and intimidation
against the Irish nation.

AN END TO 'FREE' STATE
CUTBACKS?

Subventions cut for places in
old people's homes

As we go to press the row is just
beginning over the truth about the
Minster of Finance, Mr Reynold's
contention on the occasion of the
publication of next year's govemn-
ment spending estimates: that "the
days of big cuts are pretty well
over”.

But meanwhile the cutbacks are
actually going on unabated and

_the crisis in the state welfare, health
and education system is continuing
to sharpen, causing great hardship
and heartache to many thousands
of people.

A case in point is the provision of
state assistance for placement of
elderly people in homes in the
Dublin area.

It is reported that the Eastern
Health Board has run out of money
to fund the scheme because of the
escalation of the demand for the
service this year. The budget allo-
cation of £2.4 million for the year
had already been used up by July
with subventions of $39 to £45 per
week being granted to 200 new
cases between January and June.
In the four months since then only
a further 14 elderly people have
received the subvention as the pro-
cessing of applications has been
'slowed' by the EHB, leaving at
least another 50 on the waiting list

and forcing families without the
means to pay £150 to £200 month-
ly towards places in homes if they
can afford to pay for this at all.
Many families are having to keep
on elderly people needing 24 hour
nursing care in their own homes,
and even such support services as
could help the families cope have
been cut.

One doctor said that "We have
half the number of long-stay beds
at St James's hospital as we had 10
years ago, yet we are deaing with
an ever-increasing number of elder-
ly." In addition four other hospi-
tals in the state system which for-
merly had long-stay facilities have
been closed in recent years. The
EHB has tummed to the subven-
tion of patients in private nursing
homes as the alternative (about
1,000 on an annual basis) and this
is what has led to this present cri-
sis.

It seems that only £30 million
will be made available for new
developments in the state health
system in the public spending
estimates. And this is the point
about the so-called 'increased
spending' of these estimates in gen-
eral. Such a scale of increases is
not capable of making up for the
past cuts, the effect of which is

that they bite ever more deeply
with the succeeding of the years.
Such a scale of increases for the
welfare of the people certainly
does not compare with the alloca-
tions for new prison staff, new
clerical staff to release garda offi-
cers for police work and about
1,000 new recruits for the 'Free'
State army.

" (Next week,
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bourgeoisie to still more desperate
efforts to maintain their old hege-
mony.

Gorbachev's policy of 'glasnost’,
openness or 'democracy’, is simply
a demagogic enticement to the
Soviet working class to accept
still greater exploitation to over-
come the economic and political
crisis of revisionism in their bloc
by the open restoration of capital-
ism (known as perestroika), so that
the new Soviet bourgeoisie can
the more efficiently finance the
sinews of capitalist competition in
the world market and also the
sinews of war.

The events in the Soviet bloc,
each more rapidly following the
other, do not augur a reduction in
international tension and the dan-
ger of inter-imperialist war.

an article to
explain  further how the so-
called ‘contention between democ-
racy and communism’ cannot be
the basis of the threat of world
war since these are not oppo-
sites in the first place.)
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THE ELECTION CAMPAIGN IN BRAZIL

by Joao Amazonas

From Left to right : ' %
Jodo Amazonas, _
Luis Inacio Lula da
Silva and Renato
Rabelo.

Inset : Senator
Jose Paulla Blsol -
vice presidential
candidate of the
FBP

GUINALDO ZONDENONI

Reprinted below is an article by Jodo Amazonas which appeared in the
Canadian magazine - "The New Weekly Magazine' recently. Jodo
Amazonas is the National Leader of the Communist Party of Brazil and
is @ member of the Frente Brasil Popular (FBP) whose candidate is one
of the main contenders in the election for President of Brazil.

For twenty-nine years there have
been no elections in Brazil to
choose the president of the
Republic. During this period the
country lived through decades of
fierce military dictatorship. The
struggle of the Brazilian people
overthrew the dictatorship, in 1985
but did not manage to impose
direct elections for the presidency.
After the promulgation of the
new Constitution, in October of last
year, direct elections in two ballots
were set for the 15th of November.
Twenty-two parties, with their can-
didates, seek success. Nonetheless,
only three or four have a chance at
victory. A fundamental feature of
the campaign is the division of the
electorate into two well-defined
camps. The camp of the ruling con-
servative elite and the camp of the
popular forces which advocates a
programme of advanced transfor-
mations for the country. It is the
first time such a thing occurs in

Brazil.

The definition of the present
political spectrum is due , in large
part, to the creation of left wing
front - the Frente Brasil Popular -
which brings together the Workers'
Party (PT), the Communist Party of
Brazil (PCdoB) and the Brazilian
Socialist Party (PSB). The PCdoB
was the first proponent of the Front.
The candidate for the presidency of
the Republic is Luis Inacio Lula da
Silva, of the PT, a a well-known
trade union leader and popular left-
wing personality.

The campaign of the FBP is hav-
ing tremendous repefcussions
amongst the people, especially the
workers. During these past few
months dozens of meetings have
been held, bringing together hun-
dreds of thousands of people.
Conferences, gatherings, debates,
meetings at the factory gates, take
place daily, one after the other,
throughout the country. At the pre-

sent time the candidate of the
Frente Brasil Popular appears to be
one of the two probable winners of
the first ballot.

The success achieved to this point
indicates an unequivocal tendency
of the electorate towards the left.
The right wing candidates, are gen-
erally repudiated by the large mass-
es of the people. This fact is linked
to the grave situation in which the
country has been placed under the
rule of the generals and the conser-
vative, reactionary politicians.
Brazil suffers the terrible conse-
quences of the payment of exhorbi-
tant interest of the huge foreign
debt of some 130 billion dollars.
The imperialist exploitation is bru-
tal and unbearable. From 1980 to
1987 alone the country paid the
international bankers 74 billion dol-
lars in interest on this huge debt.
On top of this, the latifundio con-
tinues to be untouchable. One per-
cent of the rural property owners
own more than half of the arable
land, while 12 million peasants
don't own any land to cultivate. A
handful of very rich people enjoy
two-thirds of the national product.
Inflation is 1000% a year. Forty
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million Brazilians live under
the poverty line.

In the face of this terrible situ-
ation, the electors are making
up their minds. The perspective
for victory of the left wing can-
didate has made foreign capi-
tal, the big bourgeoisie and the
landlords jittery. For this rea-
son, they are now talking about
a coup d'etat, and they are
preparing themselves, in the
event of such a victory, to sab-
otage it, and for repressive
measures and desperate resis-
tance to the popular govern-

ment, in an attémpt to make it
retreat from its objects. For this
reason, the political conscious-
ness of the people who want to
see the 13 point programme of
the Frente Brasil Popular put
into practice, is rising.

The Communist Party of
Brazil is the fearless defender
of the unity of the people and
is going all out to consolidate
and broaden the Frente Brasil
Popular. Together with its
allies, it will support the strug-
gle for the democratic and
national transformations, and it
will fight for the socialist
future of our country.

Resurgence in El Salvador

Following the car bomb which
was set off outside a union
headquarters killing at least 7
people and injured 30 in the
capital San Salvador on
October 31st, the patriotic
Salvadorean forces broke off
peace talks in protest at this
state-organized terrorist out-
rage and initiated a powerful
new military offensive against
the fascist Arena government.
The attack began with an
assault on the residence of the
Arena-backed president
Cristiani. The scale of the
fighting seems to be extending
with every day since then, the
capital is increasingly surround-
ed and cut off by the insur-
gents and the patriotic united
front is reported to have called
on the population to riseina

general insurrection.

The struggle in El Salvador
has been continuing since
January 1981. Some 70,000
people have been killed, most
of them by the notorious Arena
death squads led by Major
Roberto D'Aubisson. But all
this oppression has been orga-
nized and financed directly by
US imperialism which has
spent $3.5 billion over the
past ten years to crush the lib-

eration forces. However, the

patriots control about one-
third of the country despite
this; and this new resurgence
shows that the spirit of the
Salvadorean people, -far from
being cowed, has been steeled
to continue on the struggle to
final victory. The government
has declared a state of siege.

Public Meeting

Organised by Communist Party of lreland
{Marxist-Leninist)

Anniversary of
National
Liberation of
Albania

CORK

Tuesday, 28th Nov.
8 p.m.
Clock Inn Tavern, Oliver
Plunkett Street

DUBLIN

Thursday, 30th Nov. - 8 p.m.
Kinlay House,
Lord Edward Street

Works of Enver Hoxha and
literature from Socialist Albania

Literature of the
Communist Party of Ireland
(Marxist-Leninist)

Progressive Books

25 Essex Quay, Dublin 8
Works of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin

Mail Orders
to:

P.0. Box
695,

Dublin 8

PROTEST
RALLY
AGAINST
EXTRADITION

CORK
Saturday,
November 25th
at 3 p.m.
outside Cassidy's
on Patrick Street

sessevsansensse

Organised by
Cork Anti-Extradition
Committee
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