ISSUE 3

MASS-LINE IN EDUCATION

REVOLUTIONARY
REACTIONARY LINE

"REACTIONARY IDEAS AND PRACTICES DO NOT DIE OF THEIR OWN ACCORD
THEY ARE OVERTHROWN BY THE NEW, PROGRESSIVE IDEAS AND PRACTICES"

Words and Comment

Pamphlet Series

e e ————————————————"



WCRDS AND COMMENT

Velume Twe. - Issue 3.

- Feb. 2nd. 1968,

CONTENTS
Editorial . . page 2
Masg Line in Education. : L L ‘ ' '
Introduction S A . -5
Comm«,m on Lenm 8 Emplro Cr1t101sm ' ' : S .8

by D. Daly and M.White .
Monist Concept of History ( Comiment )

by. A.Kinnane; Y. PlCD.I‘d C.Reakes and J. Stc—mloy : 12
Das Kapital: the confradlctlon}m commodities.. ( Comment - :

by R. Cruise,dJ.Hclland, and J. Gillespie. . 13
German Ideology (Comment )

by M. Clifford, K. Majekodunmi, and Mrs. M. Madha. - : 16
Family, State and Private Property (. Comment ) S ‘

by D.Vipond and R, Brosm. . S : 18

Science- Tor Whom ? - Evclution : L .-

by M. Madha J.Simmgans, A Mcs.,all , - L 19
Necessity For uhange (con’ﬂmued) ,P.e-rc e-pt.ual . Knewledgeée v . co22

The Two Lmes

bva ;B'ains‘-. S | o . ; R
Interiw;ﬁionalists" Letter of protest te thé junior Dean - - .- - 30
Inv1tat1on to the Internatlonahsts me etmg on Fmday Feb. an Inéide hackpage

Words and Comment material researched by the Necessity For Change Ideoclogical
Institute. Printed and published by the Internationalists. '



EDITORIAL

So the reactionaries have come out openly against knowledge, understanding
and the act-of-finding~out, They have responded to the challenge of Words and
Comment. In the Editorial page of Words and Comment, Vol, 2, No. 1, we
wrote: Words and Comment opens its new year with attacks on reacticnary ideas
and people and challenges them to bring into the open their sordid and decadent,
retrogressive policies and ways of organising societies. The response to this

challenge, in accordance to our historical expectations, was cowardly like the pa:
impotent frenzy of a person at the tether-end of his life. Reactionaries are thp . .
mest ignorant and unproductive segment of the human society. They do not read, RE
this is their virtue, They do not discuss, this is their privilege. They do not

participate in the production of real life because they are the parasites. But FA

they have lots of bourgeois arrogance which, from time to time erupts into open

violenee; the frantic attack of the arch-reactionaxy, right—wing".elements last Th
Friday (Jan. 26 1968) on Words and Comment, and the Selected Readings of he
Mao Tse-tung wa s just the sort of behaviour one would expect from such ific
types. - B o : ‘ ; cis
' fas
The large majority of the genuinely anti-fascist and anti-Nazi people have ref
not forgotten the Nuremberg spectacle of Nazis burning all books which did not igi
go along with the Nazi line, These fascists and Nazis insisted on carrying out . phy
anti-humanity and genocidal activities until the time the genuinely anti-fascists fas
and anti-nazis Lose to crush the cancerous growth, The verdict of history was phy
definitely against the fascists and the ‘nazis. Attempts were made twice on BOX
Friday (Jan. 26, 1968) to recreate the Nuremberg incidents, One man with the We
support of his coteries tore Selected Readings of Mao Tse-tung, proceeded to - ion
burn Chairman Mao's photograph, and in the process heaped unprinc_ipied, un- and
warranted and the most fascistic abuse on Chairman M4do Tse—'—tling,"beloved ot
leader of the Chincse and the working and oppressed people of the whole world, .
Genuinely anti- fascist and anti-nazi members of the Words and Comment '
selling staff, holding high the principles of The Internationalists, indignantly tilfleﬁ
€

protested and forbade the percon and his supportérs from committing this '
fascist atrocity, When all efforts tc persuade this man to refrain from re- taki

creating the bock-burnings of Nuremberg failed, our moembers snatched the torn a.cc:
book from his hands. 'The same day in the afternoon, another man attemp ted ana,
to tear our informative and genuinely anti-imperialist paper, Words and Comment, pre
but his efforts were combatted by the Tesolute action of our members, Various cap.
other provocations and incidents occurred the same day and during the Intcrnat- of §
ionaliat mecting on Thought Control. . ' ‘ Cooe hav
' . all:

Why are the arch-reactionary and right-wing element in such a violent mood ? o3
con

With all the reactionary press, radio and television at their disposal, why does




a paper like ours strike panic a . the hearts of these reactionaries? The ans-
wer to this is simple: 1. We represent the majority progressive view and our
paper has been, . and is instrumental in expesing the reactionary ideas and pract-
ices. 2. We stand for the act-of-finding-out ‘which reactionaries thoroughly
oppose because 'they believe in containment of all prosrfresswe 1deas and prac‘t—
ices and mzuntammg the status-quo. We see ’10 other reason why anybody 4
should stand agc.mst free mqulry and exchange ef ideas for the purpose of cha*m—f’
ing the s soc1e‘y The Internationglist’ ‘motto is: fixe SEEK TRUTH TO SERVE
THE WORKING AND OPPRLSSLD PEOPLT?‘ GF IRELAND AND THE WHOLE .
WORLD, Why should anybody stand agamst thls motto unless it serves thelr a
mterests by dom«“ mo‘?

Words and Commelnf rigorously coudefun the actions of those persons who
participated in the most outrageous pefformance i.e, of attemptmg to burn and

mutilate political llteratule which is opposeel to their thinking and ideas.
REACTIONARY v IOLENCE SHA. Li BE ME T BY REVOLUTIONARY VIOLENCE

FASCIST BEIN G

The extreme form of egocentrwc Iis tbe I of the fascist; the fascist thmks tnat

he is the only person alive. ' The sgocentric I of the fascist is defindd and qual-
ified in terms of distinctions between him and the remainder of mankind, Fas-
cism starts from a person's being, and it is important to go into the genesis of
fascism and fascistic tendencies.. When idealists talk of fascism they usually
refer to murderous crusades carried out as a result of social, political, ior rel~
igious dogmas. They picture dismembered bodies and-recall all the kinds of i+
physical killing that have taken place through the centuries. - They recognizei.
fascism when'someone has been physically killed, or when somenne is being -
physically killed. History as stch.teaches us that all of a sudden somebody ;-
some class of people, or some society went crazy and started killing others,.!: . :
We would suggest that this is an eagy definition of fascism, a comfortable rat-
ionalisation which allows us to ignore the genesis of fascigm within- ourselves
and within our 'society; it .is an easy definition because it does not take 1nt0
wnsideration the reality of the human situation, :

Do peoplebecome murderers all of a sudden? We would suggest no; the man-
ifestations of fascism are many, and the anti-conscious definition cannot explain
them. We would suggest that the moment we believe something without under-
taking the act of finding out then we are manifesting a fascistic tendency; the
acceptanee without quost sioning of the fundamentals involved in 2 statement, an
analysis or a concept is laying ihe basis of fascism, Cold War slogans operate
precigely in this manner, being built on half-truths and distortions. The western
capitalist prcss, radio, and television all refer to the National Liberation Front
of South Vietnam as 'ccmmunist': because the rdling classes of these countries
have created the bogey of infernational communism! to justify their cpposition to
all the national liberation movemeass in the tri-continental countries, it is
more {r their advantage to continously refer to the Buddhists, Catholics,
communists, businessmen, teachers, lawyers, and the countless peasants
who support them agsriu'ol 'international communiem’,




Beliefs devoid of experienticlvalidity, the accumulated pre judices of the
society constitute the dogma which gives risc toovert fascism; Hermann. -

Goering remarked, '"Voice or no voice,the people can always be brought to the
bidding of their leaders, that is easy.. . All you have.to:do is to tcll them that -
they are being attacked, and denounce the pacifists for lack of patriotism and

exposing-the country to danger. It works the:same in any country.' (At the

Nuremburg Trials). Fascistic tendencies operate when' beliefs ‘arc held with-

out question, and they are expressed as the mode of thinking and the mode of
action in non-confrontational societies. Consider, for example, the attacks
made on the Internationalists by various writers in the local and national
press. None of these writings went into the activity of finding out what we - -/

have been doing for the last few years, and why we have been doing it; instead,

everyone is content to discuss the Internationalists on the basis of rumours.
One of the Internationalists who had been dealt with in the local press dés-
cribed the following experience; "I talked tc one student, a nice naive stu-
dent. After I had explained to her how character assassination operates,

she kept on saying to me how could I say that what was written was wrong
when it was written down there in black and white.. I said . , .
consider me as a person and try to undorstand what I am saying. Now Iam .
not suggesting that the girl should belicve me, but. since that magazmo was

writing about me, she should at least be mterosted to find out what I have to . B

say about myself,” This is active fascmm and affects both people mvolved

That student was ‘consciously av01dmg the poss1b111ty of ascertammg the real—“ ;.!
ity of things, and in so doing, she was kllhng the personahty of the other as =

well as her own, The soldier who sends human beings intc gas chambers,

the bomber pllot Who raing napalm on vﬂlages, or the sclentlst who enthus— 4.‘

iastically sells hlS servmes to equip the armles of aggressmn do exactly
the same thing, In order to perform this operation ichas to consfaously
suppress his hvmg actlvlty, h1s ac» of fmdmg out whether what he is. domg
is justified or not. He has to turn hxmself into a robot, define himself in
historical crib terms (patriotism and duty) and act as a machme in order,
to treat others as machin es and not human heings. '

(flom !The Necessity. For Change! pamphlet page 16

publlshed by tlm Internauonahsts June 1967 ) '

For furthbr elucida‘tlon of ths pomt pl jase turn to PERCEPTUAL -
T L S ‘ K’\TOWLLDGT page 22

. NEXT WEEK! .
i WCRDO AND CM’MENT‘
; PCDULAT GNE . AND TFGOD
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"Quantity without going into quai'itative'rchaﬁge"’b'ecomes oppressive and will
destroy the indiyidual and orgamsatzon whmh lives on that principle.  Thuspro-
gress is transformatlon from one quahty to another gomg through transmonal .
quantitative change."v The 'hrlstmas study program was demgned to develop the o
ideological base for such qu.‘a.l fatwe change in order that our movement wﬂl de— o

velop and go forward SeNaNE

FE et e T fl N R : ; ; . C Lo .vL;.’. ‘i

This report summarises the mvestlgatlon of the last two weeks in: whlch we:
have examined : the origin of the earth, the origin of species, the develc)pment of
of the family, the: prmmples of the natural and soc:al sciences, and trends m phil—- ik
osophic thought. - B : T ERRE SR N R Rtk

In the history of 1deas, philosophers have conmstently fallen into one o;- other
of two world outlooks. o _

PEREERERESS H D
"In his Ludmg Feunr bach Engels declares that T
the fundamental philosophical trends are matemaixsm
and idealism,  Materialism regards nature as
primary and spirit as secondary; it places being
. first and thought second, Idealism holds the contrary,
e i '“view.v " This root dlstmctlon between the"two great camps"
Co 'mto which the phllosophers of the "var1ous schools" of
' idealism and material ism are divided, Engels takés ag "
the corner-tone, and he*dlrectly charges with "confusion"
those who use the terms idealism and materiahsm .

i an th i LRI A
; -7 i.if:f v n y o er Way ( Lenin ¢ Materlahsm and EmperimCrztfc‘em J).94)

Historically, however, there was stlll much confusion, The materlalism of '
the ideologues: of the F rench Revolution: { Diderot,. ete. ), while correct in so far
ag it placed matter primary and spirit secondary, failed to:accountfor. :
the growth and development of phenomena, - "Man is & machine,rthéy»'said, and
thus they fell into metaphysxcs to-aceount for motmon and change. RPLSS:

It was the 19th century German pTulosopher, Hegel who led the advance ag-
ainst the French matenahsts. . Change'he contended, was not a mechamcal pro-
cess, a simple reaction based on  some external or infernal mechanism, but a
dialectical process in which a struggle between contrary oppos1tes took place.
Change iand development was; therefore, the: result of a qualitatwe transformatxcnf
of aphenomenon into 1ts opposite. A G D e i T S TR

Unfortunately, Hegel's dialectms were 1deahst Mmd dommated matter. o
The d1a1ectic was glllded by the supreme 1dea or the World Spirit wh1ch unfol'ded

Py

its form in the persomﬁcatmn of certam nation states. , Hegehan idealysm served

! 1 (
the react1onary status quo in German pohtlcs and reached 2 dead end in. 1ts attempt
to guide and develop man's understandmg. e o . S

L7 B R I i FRETRS B R

Marx synthes1sed Hegel's dialectics w1th the early materiahsm, dlscardmg




the incorrect.  aspects of each philosophy. ~ Modern materialism, or dialectical
materialism, emerged in permanent oppbmtimm :@tﬁ?&ﬂealis;m and metaphysic.s.

ERE N DO

~ ORIGIN OF SPECIES
Foimr iy cebae o0 . Ll L LT FIRETRT S FIR Y oL '{vai.fi'fi )
In-explaining theiorigin of the development.of life ,, Darwin was.a materialist in
that he believed in-things existing "indPendently of: gur, sensation. !! ('Eox.the basic.
position of not only Marxian materialist but of everysmaterialism,.of ail: ~ =
carlier materialism is a recognition of real objects, outside us, to which. objects
our ideas correspond.” V.1, Lenin). Thus Darwin put forward the,idea. of progress-
ion of spg_@i{q,_‘s,?f?‘l}frgpgﬁ al;,l, ages ‘IE_!:III:(} where this p__rogr"'egs‘jgp does not appear contin-
uous,, sﬁggeéfg that the link is maintained through extinct species. ‘Hé-'states, '"ex-
tinct species can all be dlassed either in still existing groups, or betwéen them, "
However, he was not a dialectical materialist and therefore did nct portrdy the cie-
lectical balance in the contradiction of structure and function or environment and
species; He shows, for éxample, how well the bee adapts to.the flower but not how
this development depends on their mutual struggle and, instead, puts forward the

untenable idea of inherent variation, . = .
Joat S ini sy wl T
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itiad sl s jlaioes D s
The applicatien of dialectical hateialism to-the .soeial geiencesy that is, the
Marxist scientificranalysis.of sbeiety;: had revolutionary censequences. It was not,
as the idealists'and God~fearing souls ‘believed:ideariwhich determined the world
but, rather, the'world which determined ideas.: Casting: aut:the:metaphysical and
and theological noticns of imnate ideas and-oohceptssresiding-imsomerheavenly deity,
Marx showed that it was man's social béig.::fvs@imhdeterminedhis-"QenBciousness.
More importantly it was not simply society -as-such (not-some vagueiimentally-
dsduced abstractions) which shaped men's thinking but..... '
" In the social production of their life, men enter info'definite™ """
_relations that'are indispensahle and independent of their “ 7
‘will, relations of production which correspond to a aefd
inite sfage of dgvelopment of their material productive
forces. The sum total of these relations of production
_constitutes the economic structures of society, the real .
--foundation, on which rises a legal and political -super-
. .. structure. - ' S S
But, the "reasonable-minded' liberal asks, are you suggesting that écénomic s
determines everything, even what I am saying??? No, that is dogmatisfn, Marx-
ists recognize the interaction between the economic base and the idelogical super-
structure. Engels, in Origin of Family, State and Private Property, demonstrates
the determining influence of men's productive relations. on the primitive family.
structure. But we can see, in turn, the influence of the family structure on the -
economic foundations. The bourgeois family, .while clgarly a product of the cap-
italist mode of production ( with its fundamental basis:in commadity consumption;, -

N
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| and pmvate accumulatlon) in. turn affects tho economm relatlons in soc1ety.

Pl
,’(l

Bourgeo1s mtellectuals ~~ the sociologists, psychologists, historians and an-
thropologists -- fail here in that they do not grasp the internal contradictions in
thmgs . Nor, do they, see the interconnections and interdependency of phenomena,
Rather, they are one-51ded and sub]ecuve in their approach and because of their .
vested 1nterest (as para51tes of the react1onary explo;ltmg classes) do not probe,
deeply mto a thmg SO ag to dxscover its pr1nc1pa1 contradlctmn and reveal its ..

. essence. , e

I BN LSS R B R S Vi

In oppoéitio'h to thesubjectwe sup'erflmahty of these "boufg:eois|geht1etﬁen'
| rises the solid weapon of scientific socialism, Dialectical materialism, openly
, declarmg ltself in the service c,f the workmg and oppressed peoples, exposes

the confpsmn and nonsense of the mtellectugls of the bourgeom ehte.., :

-+Lénin maintained that materialisi necessitates '"the concrete analysis of conc-
reteiconditions. " This method-ofrapproach is best illustrated by Marx in his de-
mystification of the'workings of capitalist' society through the analysis of the simple
commodity relation, In Das Kapital he shows how the contradicticns in commodity
exchange develop and lay the bas1s for the flnal destructlon of the entire cap1tal~
ist system JAREEET A B L

RS B TSRS Tt SR AR [ R X

| QIJ’A'L‘I'I"Y~ ’Q—QlfANTI;T?_ —QUALITY' |

Our mveeugauon in the natural smences soctal sc1ences pohtlcal economy, /
£ and in the hlstory of 1deas revealed that in all these. f1e1ds a common Process..
could be seen to operate ie, the quah*atwe growth of, {phenomenc. (on the basis -
of the struggle of 1ts 1nternal contradlctlons) and then a.sudden leap. or trang-

! formatwn when the 1nternal balance slufted and a new. essence emexged, ThlS

| process; quality dlffusmg mto quantity and giving rise. {o the necessity for

' qualitative change, can be seen cperating in all phenomena in which there is
motion and development. T RS FPY PEAE TUNN EEEERPEE SRR A

Ihe key to graspmg t}ns proceps,, Wthh reveals the mner workmgs of the
un1verse1 is dlalectlcal materlahsm and our subsequent reports and mvestlgatlon 1
will attempt to show the concrete operatlon of this process in al forms of ... .
life and matter.




——eem
COMMENT ON MATERIALISM AND EMPIE O-CRITICISM |
o B R " BY V.L LENIN

Up,: through the struggles of history we can, today, see that there have been

two. main protagonists-, two cosmolegies, or ways- of intérprefing the world,two

forces. struggling in nature and in man; one to promote ¢hange, the other to
impede change. At any one time in history cne of these forces is in ‘ascend-
ance, the other in decay. With growth a thing must leap into a new way of’
doing things, or it decays, and it's opposite grows in proportion to the decay.

Natura_l laws :show us, through active.experiéhce,' that unde-rst'ahaing o{ff“”
the world does not passively mirror material conditicns but téke_s part in the |
ordering of things by coming into contradietion’ with material conditions. This

contradiction increases and through struggle fevelops to resolution . The -mater-

jalist recognizes this fact, the idealist , ‘sees hia thought but not-the franzy of .
his actions, aﬁd;deﬁies"féhgi'&':c'dhtradi'ctivqn»_leads to change. He has become. The,
materialist is becoming, T L Lol

'For example, as the European Middle Apes fossilized their feudal v'falues‘,,:, o

the materialist forces were beginning to develop new values. Feudal land owners

were being challenged by the nobility and wealth of merchants, and scientific
investigation developed., With: Galileo''s announcement that the earth was not the
centre of the universe, the forces of reaction, of status quo rose to assert

that God's image,  MAN, was still the centre of existence. In othéer-words, it
was a power struggle-between the hitherto power-holders; and‘the ascending B
forces. How did the idealist reactionaries cothbat their ¢asé- by sit -ins?

No, with centuries-of burning; lootings, rapihg:and shoctings. In a wordthey o
objectively defend their power,: th’ oughunconeious that their ac‘ps&Were'any-' S '

proving the natural laws of materiakidevélopment.correet. -

I : o

The dialectical problem of the materialist outlook is how to solve the contra=

diction between thoery and practice. In his philosophical essays, Maoc gives us

first a description of the materialist theory -of knowledge(ON CONTRADICTION:')_‘

In ,q!th:er,_r words; he describes matter, then motion:ie. when hé speaks of the o

theory of knowledge he is also speaking ¢f it in practice.

Taking Materialism and Empiro- Criticism, we must first examine its
historical background which contains, obviously , the dynamics of its creation
from the objective conditions of the turn of the century, the forces at work in

the world in general, and in Russia in particular. As Stalin pointed out, things

were pretty ros 'y for capitalism at this point, Capitalist growth was stit.
moving its predatory body ahead with few impediments. This was reflected

by the state of much of the proletarian movement, infected as it was by Rev-
isionism, parliamentary reform, and lack of progressive strugglc amongst
leading cadres. Quantitatively the people's movement had developed, but

1
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it was havmg second thoughts on the eve of its qualitative change (in Britain the .
second’ thoughts have lasted 50 years) Thls of course,. is a direct. reflectlon
,of the mfIll ence of the capitalist , reactionary mode of productmn on its oppogite,
" The people Lenin is refuting were self-professed Bolshewks, but objectively
they were liberal Bolsheviks, Hence in the party the contradiction was between
empirjcism and iarxism, .. We can see. by practical definition that empiricists
are observers of phenomenon ,whlle Marxmts are part1mpants in phenomengn, At
the outset it should be obvious that an observer doing batt le with an "activist"
is gomg to put h1msei mto an untenable posmon. , et -

'S0 the Russ1an emp1r1cmts, or fpllowers of Earnst Mach who were profess—
ed Bolsheviks d1d not grasp the. concep’r of transformc -on in Ma:rx;tsm They
saw knowledge in static planou,' they said Mavxists were 1. detached for look—
ing at thinge-in themselves foutmde ok man), . 2, dualists for seemg thmgs-»
for-us’ as Well as 'thi ngs—m themselve ,3 me+aphvs101ans for speaking of ..
leaps in knowledgo In ghori, they used against Marxists-the criticism that .
Marxists used against 1cleul‘i sts. without undertakmg to understand this criticism,
They waved the red tlag o defeat the 1r'ed flag. Thewr detachment, indeed, ref- .
lected their class ; hackground, and their unconscious comm1tment to reactxon.

Let's loo:{ at thelr pr tlce. '; Wo mg w1th the Bolshevxk party ostensxbly
to nelp liberate the ma]ol ity of imen to mcz;ease people 8 consciousness of the
necessity of natural laws, they caid thny Were séeKing truth to serve people. ‘,
They professed to be struggling to correct the incomyplateideas in the party,
By filling in the gaps of Marxist theoryg they thougat they were settingupa
revolutlonary party based on emp1r1cal lacx, a sollo ieundat,lon, which when

complete, could have the gramte walls of revulutlon loweregl onto. 1t

These people were rev151on1sts wuo chd not see the d:alectmal balance bet—._
ween contrad1ct1ons, ini which' two become one, one d1.4,_.:_,., _ mto two.and the ;.
result is unity agam through ‘He process of stmggle. B

I

In other words the v failed to grasp the primacy of practice in the process
of . - the growth of knowledge; their acts of revision were not based on first
hand practical applicaiion among the people. They were academic bourgeols
gentlemen preparing for a paper revolution, They failed to realise that obj-
ectively they themselves were engaged in a dialectical struggle and develop~
ment with real Marxists, They were as Mao says laz: bones,

The objective character of these early revisionists is very important for
us today. These Russian Marxists were irying to fight the new with old meth~
ods and hence, hy natural laws were doomed to failure from the start, They
were forming groups within 72 oup, blind {o the objective fact that their
methods were leading them e conclﬂmon in direct opposition to their avowed
intentions, They were lifin roess and dropping them on their own feet,

Lenin for his part in this struggle, showed the af ‘mlty/these Russian emp-
lmicists to Berkeley, who in 1 719, brought out his Treatise Concerning Haman




Knbwledgé, This was his subjective contribution to the world;and the develop- e

meft & British law, crder, religion and civilization t¢ the colonies (Ireland and

Atherfca) ¥dre his objective acts, {otally in keeping with his class and his class's

prodifetién rélations, 3 B ST PR, '

Hig distinguished materialism: "'thé absolute existenide of sensible objects

with o without the mind " from idealism: ‘wherein objeécts donot exist ‘without

{he mind, objects being combinations of sensations (table). He taintains that

man's innate perceptability wes predetermined by God. " Causality then, for an |

idealist of this nature, is symbolic of divine order, rational will, and for mater-

jalists, is émpirical causes. That is - Berkeley"s objéct is a reflection of God,

wheteas to'a naturalist it is 2 reflection of the objective physical world, |
Between these two camps, there were the agnostics personified by Hume

and Kant, * Hume says all we've got are sensations and we can never rationally

know their cchnection with objects. He says the system is short circuited if

God is dragged in, ~ He believes the causes we ascribe to phenomena are cult-

urally determined by habit - psychological craving.

Diderot, leader of the Encyclopedists, the intellectual elite of bourgeqisie
prior to the French Revolution, showed how Berkeley and his followers were
solipists ; that is ego-centred, subjective idealists, the most detached beings

possible. o o Ty

One further example of Berkeley's éiﬁn%éﬁticn" ,Efﬁ‘ objéct is a compléx of o
sensations. A man is an object. A man perceiving another man is one group
of sensations interacting with another group of sensations, Who, Lenin asks,
can embrace this brainless philosophy when the brain is but another bundle of .
sensations? And he shows by means of the objective works of the Machists

that they can and do embrace the brainless epistemology. .’ '
i D, Daly
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NATURAL SCIENCE - M. White

This statement by Abel Rey: "An historian later will see steady evolution;
contemporaries saw conﬂmts contradictions and divisions into various schools, "
reflects the situation in natural science at the time Lenin was writing this book,
Machists and physical idealists were arguing that there wes no: objective truth
1ndepende’nt of manklnd because the old truths of physies; some.of which were -
thought to.be establlshed and 1nv1olable had been proved: relativié: e, g, The-
dlctum that energy can't be created or destroyed was shattered with the disc~
overy ‘of radlum for it is in a state ef transformatlon, giving off energy. ' Later,
with the sp11tt1ng of the atom matter was changed divectly into energy, and ths
old dictum completely ann1h1lated Thus Hermann Cohen, a:Kantian-idealist,
can state: "Theoretmal idealism has already begun to shake the materialism of -
the natural sciéntists, and may need only a little while to defeat it: completely.!"
In opposition to this, however, iz Lenin's statement that ""dialectical material-
ism insists on the apprezimate relative character of every scientific theory of
the structure of matter and its properiies; it insists on the abisence of abgolute:
boundames in nature, on tbe transformatlon of moving matter from one state
to another " and Marx who mamtams that abgolute truth results from the sum-.-
total of relat:we truths m the course. of thelr development; that relative truths
represent relatlvely fa1thfu1 reﬂectmnmof an; abject independent of :mankind;
that these reflectlons become rniore and more faithful; and that every smentiﬁc
truth contams an element of absolute truth,. (p. 298) ..o oo - E
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Thus’ there is’ always the oppos1t10n of forces 1dealism and matemahsm,
reaction and revolution. Lenin argues in this book that many of the sc1entlsts
and ph1losophers waver between .idealism:and materialism. .. They are, he says,
shame' faced matenahsts e.g. Hemmch Hertz and Rey, whg e.g. says: ”Ob]ect—
ive is that wh1ch is given from w1thout mposed by experience;. it is that which -
is dot of our makmg but wh1ch is, made independently of us and which to a cer-
tain extent makes us."., '"These men express materialist ideas but in other terms,
and mdeed are often 1gnorant of d1alectlcs, . P ‘

The physicist, Ijenin”maintains, is by instinet a materialist for he is convin=" .
ced of the reality of the external world, Why then the dichotomy ? Thecontra-
dictions between the idealist and materialist stance in natural science? One !
argument is. that the 1deallst cannot see the progression of history, of: scienod,, .+
of life through the struggle with contradictions.:. He wants to accept that whatf e
is here and now is absolute,, . g G e P EEAE
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THE: MONIST CONCEPT OF HISTORY ' .o
Plekhanov illustrates how from:the French Materialists of the 18th,. Cent.. ..
materialism developed beeause of the empirical consistency: of this-logic.as .. ¢
opposed to, idealism which kept reverting pack to the spirit as a: eriterion. for.. .
knowledge, i He shows how idealism only appeared.to progress because- it uged i
the lmowledge gained by materialists of previcus eras. It was not until the Ger-,
man Idealist Hegel that idealism tock-a strong stand,. The reason for the matri ;-
erialists weakness lay in their inability to solve.the problem of evolution in:nate-.
ure or. in history. . They took an.idealist. stand on th:ese;queéti‘;ons,‘.maintain,ing‘
that human pature and opinions. governed the world, - U N
‘Idealists at. the beginning of the 19th. Cent.: set about trying to combat this . ;
abstract way of thinking. - They attempted, to discover. gome, concrete gxplanat-...
ions for real life or the proocess of development of phenomena. . .Hegel contrib- .
uted.to this thecry by oppesing metaphysics to dialectics, _He called metaphys-
ics the opinjon of One who:disregarded:the process of development of phenomena,
Dialeetics is opposed to.this in that it.is the study of phenomena in their devel-. .
opment and interaction based:on the understanding of their contradietions and o
motion. Plekhanov illustrates this by examples - life ending ‘in the nggation . .1
of itself, that is, death, and free competition ending in monopoly, that is, its
OppOsites i i b gl e LRI R T T LT S BT
. -The metaphysicians: explained evolution as though phenomgna were originally -
microscopic and gradually grew up onlyto:gradually diminish in size, that is, no,
leaps. Hegel maintained that in natyre and human society leaps:constituted just
as essential a stage of .evolution as: gradual ‘quantitative changes, -He said quality
passes into quantity and back in quality, He said . that the . 'Perfect legis~ . -
lation' that the Utopian Socialists thought. was possible,. could never-he as every::
thing was in a state of flux and every useful institution eventually becomes
harmful., - 0 e eiinirinon el bl e AR AR ER ST

_______
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The German idealists weakness was that they did not understand the phil-

osqphy of nature, their strength was in their theories dealing with various sides ..
of historical developments. - Like all the ph}lgsopllgx;s.befope!-;hegn:th-cgncerned
themselves with the relationship of being and thought, the idealists of the 19th . ;
Century found the old question of freedom and necessity coming up, They main-~
tained that the possibility of the free (conscious) historical activity of any particular
person is reduced to zero, if at the very foundation of free human action there does
not lie necessity which is accessible to the understanding of the doer. Thus ideal-

. ism leads to fatalism which the metaphysical French materialists fell into
earlier. The dialectical idealists understood that necessity is the only reliable

—~_
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guarantee of freedom. ‘They: abandoned the standpoint of hiiman nature and as
fa result they got rid:of the Utoplan view of social phenomena, They began: to
3 examine social life as a necessary procws with its own laws “But in a round~:: |
. about way; by personifying the” process of our logical reasonmg (i.e. one of
~ the 51des of human nature ) they returned to the same unsatisfactory point of
. view and therefore the true nature of social relatiohs remained mcomprehen—
s1b1e to them, The problem was 181t tc Marx to solve. -
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THE CONTRADICTION IN COMMODITIES,,...

Marx, in Das Kapital , provides a key to the working class for unlockmg
. the. mysteries: of the:capitalist mode of production. Why is this st’ important
for us?

| . cpient ot
P ! “In‘thé social produc on 9f ihen' 11fe, men entexz 1111:9
: f’deflmte relations’ that ‘are indeSpensible and indepen—

-"rden‘t of their w111 'relations' of producuon wh1ch cor-

Viréspond tod definite” Stage ‘of ¢ 'velopment of their matena,lj .
rosiupa o ‘prﬁduc't’we forces:” ‘The sum—total of these relatlone of prqql;wnon
constitutes ‘the eécondinte strubtures of somety, the real

I;oundatlen, -on,which, rises ia.legal and political: Superstmcmfre.
00 (Plekhanoy g The Momst V1ew~of lHlstbry, Quotmg
v MATX, s, 190)i 0 - .
i ol

Meﬁ’s produeﬁt/e rélations,’ ‘the‘ fore’, prov1de thexthre:;d for. un:cavelmg
all the pﬁénemér{& of our” swfél einste ) jWhat tfxen, is the fu,ndamental
nature of the éapi‘talist mbde of ﬁ}od;u,cpgn ? Lemn wrltes, ( Mao, gg ggntra_
D T
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In hlS Cagltal, Marx hrst Analyses the s1mplest ‘Mot 'e‘rdmary and
fundamental, most common and everyday relation of bourgeois,
SEANIE (ébmmodity) SOC1ety, a relétion encountered b; 1111 ps of tlmes, ‘v1z.,
-iDthé exehange of commodmes.l ' théﬁ YL §1mple phenomenon ettt
S G (m thisfcell! ‘of bourgems sociéfy)/reveals all’ the contradmpqné o
i (ordhie ‘g6tmE of all the contradlcuons) of modern somety The. .
subseyuent exposition shows us the development (growth and move-
ment) of these contradictions and of this society in the(summatlon)
-’of‘it§5 mdzwdual parts, from its begmmng to its end.’._,1 ‘

|(,(l[l\ g *‘ Gl

The followm,g dlagram ﬂlustrates the "slmple” relaticnship!bf the 'form of
value' of tyvu cpmmechﬂes,é suy.a.coat and some linen, The arrows: demarcate
Coﬂtradlctlonsr . i ey z SRR |
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,.,;..f(,ini the-grela_ﬁ.ve fo_rm. of value). . . s o m tlle equlyallent form of value)

‘ EET I L TR U ETT N ST SUut H«j; R e Eme

In th1s 'value form' the two commodities are related by virtue of thé fact
that they both contain the same amount of 'mecessary labour time'. In the rel-
ative form of value we' are answermg the q}iééhbn .. “What fs' the value of,
say, the coat?" 'I‘he answer is provlgled by bringing it'into reléﬁbn with another
commodity (. of a certan’l de}'lmfe qdantx vis, 'ohe whose ‘productlon requires
the. 1dent1ca1 amount of socxally-necessary abotit fﬁhe‘. y Thus

ERED A N P 807 ST=fiLr e STy } i

The bodily foxmof the commodity. be@omes n:s valuﬁriorm unt mark
well this guidrpidiquo exists in the ease: -ofiany commedity. B, only when
.:gome other: commodity A .entersiinto.as valuewrelatmn with it, and then
only within the limits of this relation: Sin¢e:n9 commodity can stand
-1 -in the relation. of equxvalent to itgelf, and thus turn its own bodily
“s‘hape 1nto fhe expressmn of its owd v‘alue, avery coﬂi:hbdi{y is’ cbmp-
elled 0 choose ‘some btner cOmrﬁodfty fbr its ec{mvalent aid fo decept .
“the’ use-»value ‘that i€t jsay e bodily' Shape of that dthler COm:nddi)c‘y as

the form of 1ts own value. " (Cagltal 1} Al

Do

rate 931te (polar' ﬁﬁbfnterdependent) rel-
atlon, v1$ the eqyivalent form of value, '_l{ere, ‘in the diagram 20 yds. of
lmen is. the equw,alent of[ the’ coat and ,‘,'the equ1valent form) and expresses
its bodle fprm ( M:s \ftse-—value o0 as opposed to its exchange value) in the
fact that if is dJ.rectly exchangea.b 'e;with the coat. ‘

: But tlne embryomc analysls of commochty relation is merely the seed
‘which gives rise t0.a 108 mmom Weed patch of contradictions. "For example
Marx develops the relatwe form of %ralue info the e};panded "forn‘of value
( in wh1ch inwiverable coinzhoditiés chn be-aquated to X Commodity A) and
“tinally, by'véversing the equation, produces a single commodity that comes.
2 ¢
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,Only the semal act can make a partlcular commodlty the universal. .
equivalent — money.. The immanent contradietion in a commadity as the

direct umw of use-value and e*;chaugew-value, as: the product.of ugeful
private labour. .. and as the direct social materialisation of abstract
human lapour - this contradiction finds no rest until it results in dup-
11catm,g the COlandlty into commodlty and money, ~ .

Further developmg these contradmtlons which appear in the. c1rcu1atmn of

_.commpdltles, Marx explams,

‘il Circulation bursts through all restrictions as to time, place, and
» toqndividuéls, imposed by divect barter, and thug by sphttmg up, into the

“wae ' antithesis of a sale and 2 purchase, the dxrcct identity that'in" barter

i1 does exist between the alicnation of one's own and'the acquisition of =
al "-"%'Sms otier mén's product, To say that these two' 1ndependent and antl—“ '
« thetical aets have au intrinsic tnity, are essennally ofe, 1’5 %héfsame as
o sa'y ‘that'this intrinsic oneness enpresses itself in’ ‘an exterrial :inti—
i thesis Ifthe interval in time between the two' comp’.ﬁemen»tary phaSes
of the complete metamorphosis-of a comrmodity hécotnertso great, if'
the split between the sale and the . purchase become too pronounced,
i the ifitirhate: connexmn betwaen them, their oneness, asserts 1t‘self (
1y -produciig —- a crisis. The ant1thes1s, use-value and value, the ' j
S cmtramctmn that pr1vatn labour is .bound to manifest 1tse1f as dlrect

i goeial labout, that-a patticularised ‘conerete kind of labour has to pass :

for abstract human labour; the contradlctwnbetween the personiﬁcatl,on
‘of objects and tne representatmn of persons by thmgs all these anti-
- theses and' cont‘radlctlons ‘which’ ’aire 1mmanent in commodltles, assert
" them selves and develop ’che1r modes of motion, in the antithetical
phases of the meuamOrphods of a commodity K Cap1ta1 1) '

Erom begmmng tp enu, fplle orlgmal contradlctmn in:a commodlw (between
atsfuservalue anu Ats value in exchange ) is scientifically analysed by Marx..

’ The development of capltel as a'social force' is shown to operate independent

of the'will' of any individual capitalist and independent of his understanding
of the phenomena. Capital rigourously adheres to theimaterialist theory of
kmowledge: recognising the primacy of matter over spirit and holding to the
premise that the real OBJECTIVE world exists 1ndependent ofour. sensatwn or
copsciousness of it..., G et sl e e s
Marx S qevelopment of the commodmr relatmn in 1ts mmple' fox:m,, on,;-m
through to tae end of the bogk, is, a brilliant .exampie of the dialectical: . .-ii»
materialist method of apalysis, Capital:, from beginning to end, illugtirates
the correctness pf. the law of ik unity, of opposites which Lenin defined. ag: .,
"the recognition: (discevery) of the contradictory, mutually exclysive,. opp081te

. tenuenc:.es in all phenomena., arl processes of nature (inciuding mind and

society)." Mao On Contradic! lOY"
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Marx ridicules the-total failure of many economists (bourgeois) to grasp
his basic analysis of the commodity, In a footnote in Capital he writes....
"The few economists, amongst who is S. Bailey, who have occupied themselves
with the analysis of the form of value, have been unable to arrive at any result,
first because they. confuse the form of value with value: itself; and:second, be-

1cause, ‘under the coarse influence of the practical bourgems, they exclusively
give. then' attentmn to the quanntat.we aspect of the quest‘ion W

Capual as a somal force produces commod1t1es, more and more commod-
ities, with the growth of surplus-value.. . This quantitative growth'is most
apparent undexr US. ‘monopoly capitalism where the surfeit of commoditiés has
transt8rmed living human beings into consumption gadgets and. totally detached
them frem the production and reproductlon of real life. That there is a finite
limit to'the degree that this commochty culture (corporate sensate culture) can i
provide -sustinance, warmth or amusement i§ obvious, Or1gma1 ’quahty,' seen
in terths of the exchange of commodltles (tradmg in the 16th Century onwards)
so that others could benefit from your skill or partlcular product hag diffused
into’ quask tity (in the form of higher man’', the 1mper1ahst baby, _whose exist- LRl
~encé-is complete w1th a can opener, bottle opener and a cheque book) With- BENE
out gualititive change (vis. socialist rev’olutmn) ' commodlty productmn in
America can only further degenerate and decay i
i+ uIn the 'context of the commodity relatlon, quahtatwe change means RESOL-
UTION OF THE CONTRADICTION: BETWEEN USE -VALUE and EXCHANGE—
VALUE; - 'This contradiction  cannot bé resolved (as the 1mper1a11sts and their
lackeys would 80 ° like 'to believe) through the dehumamsation of all useful labour
andall useful’ products into pure ‘exchange vilue, Rather, 'the’ necessary trans- -
formation is the DESTRUCTION OF LXCHANGE—VALUE AS lSUCI{I and the de- 50
veldpmient of the productive forces' under’ relations which’ ensure that goods are TR
produced for real needs and for the welfare of the majonty of’ the people and not L
for the ‘profits for'a mmority " The first step'in the resolutlon of this contra- -
diction in the éommadity is the’ sodislist revolition and the” final resolution of
the elunmatmn of, 'exchange-value as such’ underthe dictatorship of the proletar-

.Cruise, .Holland, Je Gillespie.
) . ************u‘***‘ ol U :
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SECTION ON FEUERBACHm ey

"The philosophers have only 1nterpreted the world the pomt however is to-
change it. ' (11th, Critique of Feuerbach)Marx's criticism of his contemporary
philosophers -in Germany,namely the Young: Hegelians, Bruno Bauer: and Max
Stirner is.in. gssence contained in the above statement, : i

. He says. of the Young Hegelians---"they did not relate German phllosophy to
German reahty, That is: they did not relate their criticism to their material sur-
rpundmgs. What were the Young hee‘euans saying. Marx says of them that they re-
‘duced, suoh thmgs as Law, politics, ethics and phuosophy to.one ground rehglon and

toe
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set about their criticism with that as their basge. . : Thus 1t was possible for
them to consider, conceptions, thoughts, ideas, in fact all the products of
consciousness, to which they dttribute’ an“iiidependant existence, as the real
bonds of men. They propose that men exchange their present consciousness
for human: critical or egoistic consciousnéss dnd‘theréby remove man's limit-
. ations, Marx shows very clearly how these assumptions are incorrect. 'Where
" do ideas come from? ! asks Marx, Ideas come from the- material activity of real
. ‘men;and not: from what men iay 1magme say-or-cohicieve, ... . that is madns conscious-
_ness-is: determined by hig productive activity. For mstance the proletarian:world
.-outlook as:opposed to the bourgedis world outlook of today. Mark empiricaly reveals
-+ how mang consciousnegs arisés from his produetive activity. Hé says, that the first
o condition/that must be met before there can be any history isthe-existence of living
- human mdzwduals Thelr first historical act is to produce thie means of sustaining
- theix- existence. vea the satisfaction of this need necessarily gives rise to new needs,
-one of them’ bemg an increase in population. This increase in population necessitates
. - & qualititive 'development in production which s1mu1taneously gives: rise to a division

':v:.af.vw‘n‘::f‘s?of-~labou‘r‘; “THe division of labour only becomes tru ly such with the division into

-~ -mental and material. Marx substantiates this by pointing out that priests were the
. first ideologists. At this stage consciousness can,eﬁ;ap‘éipate‘ itself from the world
.“and proceed to the formation of pure theory, ... thedogy,-philospphy-,- ethics: etc,
. Marx shows here that any philosopher or historian who traces the development of
man prior to the development of the various ideological supgratmetvres’, These '
- historians and philosophers call this era'pre-—nzstorytbut ~they do not enlighten us
as to how we proceed from this nonsensical 'pre-hlstoxy' to history propert.’
In dealing with Feuerbach, Marx says of him tha.i; e accepts and at the same
. time misunderstands existing reality. For instance Feuerbach proposes that the
vriziessence' of man {soul) is identical with his 'ex1stence' (mode of life)when these
.two are not in haxmony he considers it merely as an accident, However if we take
;zthe example of the working class whose 'existence' is obviously seperate in that
~iit/is in contradiction with its 'essence' can we call thls fact an accident. Marx
<.suggests that we cannot and that this will be brought to our attention when:the
+-millions of proletarians decide to bring their 'essence! into: harmony wrth the‘xr
'existence' by means of a revolution,. . SRRRTEEE SECEPRE S T O (A Teoves
Thus Marx says that this expla.nation of Feuerbach's that all such contrwdmtlons
are inevitable abnormalities (accidents) does not essentialy differ from the consol-
-‘ation that Max Stirner offers to the discontented, Stifner: says that this-contradiction
. (the poverty of the human condition) is their own contradiction and this predicament
their own predicament,whereupon they should eitheé¥:set theirminds at ease, keep
- their disgust toithemselves or revolt against it in some fantasticoway. This differs
just as little from Bruno: Bauer's allegation that these unfortunate circumstances
are due to the fact that thode concerned are stuck inthe muck of 'substance!, have
not advanced to absolute 'seli-conseiousness', and do not reahse that these adverse
_conditions are ‘spiritiof their gpirit'.’ : e - :
. Marx clearly shows the origin and. deve]opment of the soual hlstory of man
..+ always revealing what forces give rise to the contradiction between 'existence!
and 'essence', whether it be fhe primitive tribal community or the modern indus-
trial state. Thus in doing this, he accomplishes his primary task which is as he says
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Yeo-unelnallicso sheop (philosephore} ‘wiio take u:emﬂplvoei and ale taken for wolves'
and he shows how 'their bleating merely imitates in philosophic form the conceptions
of the German middle clags! _ v,
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DEVELOPMENT OF FAMILY, PRIVATE PROPERTY' AND S’;[,‘AII‘@ Tl
K Lsgoris
Man is in contmual struggle with hlS environment, in this struggle he. tj.evelops his
 means of productmn. As these means of production change the family and sacial
7 gtructures ‘also change, Primitive gronp marriages were narrowed down to the, gentile
“and fmally., the monogamian families, thus inbreeding was gradually restricted, re-
e ,'sultmg in more healthy people. Under gentile society the means of production were
T r1m1t1ve—--—hunt1ng, fishing and the population was sparse. The only division. of
vlabour was the patural one between man and woman. Some tribes found that ammals
"gould be domestlcated and this led to a)social division of labour and an increase in g

' the range of products leading to exchange property. The increase of production crea- '
~ ““"ted conditions for slavery,and this was the first great class division of gociety. g
" This great social revolution destroyed the gentile family. It required a more dense it

population so that tribes now joined together to beeome a,'peaple’ living in ftheir own
(seperate) territory. To these peoples plunder was eaeuer a.nd more, henop.rahle :than

s RS

ion was' changed }nto th‘e‘l, oppos1te ,r:}m‘ organisation for. ruh;ng, angd; oppressing their
i I\ i H '

Bs su'tmg claqs dlfferences led to the state, the instrument which

productive work, As man controlled these 1mp3:pved means of ppodyet;onr he usurped O
the dominant position in the house, and mother right changed 1o father ,mght,. With the th
development of metal work and hortlcul.tu!:e a secopd great division of laboux: gccur- it
ed between agriculture and handmrafts g,nd slavery thus,, hecame, essentxal. s
’ Due to the sthch from mother r1ght to father right,. 1t became usual to. eleqt i
al thufs leading | tQ -2 rising nobility. in
Communut}f[}n ?rests changed to 1nd1v1dual antag.oms;ns. Thus the mode, of prod- io
uction "'ed the famﬂy, and the orgamsatlon of .tribes fox their free administrat- W

‘éhéiwisf«,‘lhnt tries ﬁ)“l‘ ; the 1rrecoqc1hab11,1ty of classes..;; The state has gwoilmp- te
ortant"‘atthh)téte’e' 1, it p;vldes peqple aocord;ng to terrxtones and 2.t has-a.pub- "
hc pqwerl "dvlerk )and above the people. . The:state is the.state of the.mest.powerful in
econommally dommant ‘class, which, through the medium of the- stafte begomes;’ H
the politically most dominant class. (T.HM ciabs, rules today by means of univer- ar
:‘Sal suffrage,) T C e iy et aparondes cldefivent wnn fin
To day, l1,1qder capltahsm (and espec:lally under 1ts.h1gheet,;ﬁorm,, ugpem&l;— fo
N 1sm) the state is based .on the exp101tat1,on,o(f the proletariat by the boyrgeoisiel ‘ at
' and the conceptlon of wealth .and private properiy., as.ends 19 th,emeelvesw The ' 1
"‘ meé.ns ofproductlon (as we have seen in the ,evolut}on of society) affects.the, i l‘e
famﬂy hut also the family affects the means:of production -‘Thenboug;g)ems famr li‘

i ffecfg, the mode of productlon through the _1dea_logma1 superstructures.; All if‘
ly relatmns are based on pr1vate p1:0pert 'the man ig.the. bourgeois:and. ;. we
“"the wite is the proletarxat’ The capitalist system contams withdin it the, sgeds o;f th
its own destructvon, ie. class distinction, and class struggle(a When thig.struggle do
has‘deve ‘ ,ped the d;lc:ta,t xshlp of the. bourgemsxe will ghange. mte its-oppogite;the or

sh1‘ of th,e p1 o]retarmt and thus chang,e m the means, qf produetiqn by;abohsh* co



lves!
ptions

p8 his

ntile
re-
re

als
rea-

dense
own
than
ped

h the
Cur-

olish~

G
ing private property, will cause a change in the famlly. Women will be able
to take part in productive work in the society.as household work becomes a soc—= "
ial industry, This gnd the. elimmatlon of private property are the cond—
itions for the liberation of women from * donmratlon by men, '

i ************$***$*§¥******

7 SCIENCE FOR WHOM?-'EVOLUTION'

Darwin says that ""Owing to the struggle for life, variations however shght
and from whatever cause proceeding,. if they be in any degree prof1tab1e to the
individual of a species, will tend to the. preservatmn of such individuals and will |
generally be inherited by the offspring. The offspring will thus have a better
chance of surviving, - (for of the many mdlviduals of any spemes which are per—
10dlcally born, but a small number can survive) and will thus mcrease. i

'I'

Darwin terms thls pr1nc1p1e , the pr1nc1p1e of natural selection, but points

out that "the expressmn often used by Mr. Herbert Spencer of the Survwal of

the Fittest is more accurate, and is sometimes equally convenient, " Thus
it is clear that Darwm uses these terms Synonymously. BRRRLARCRE

He further points out ""that as more mdi Vlduals are produced than can poss- -
ibly survive, there must in every case be 3, struggle for -existence ) elther one
individual of a species with another of the species, or. thh the phys1ca1 condlt— i
ions of life, It is the doctrine of Malthus applied W1th mamfold force to the -
whole animal and vegetable kingdoms," :. S

Apart frorq mentlonmg that climate plays an 1mportant part in checkmg the
tendency to increase, and the pressure of competmg for'the same food gives
""the extreme limit to which each {species) can increase' Darwin does not go .-
into detailed explanation of the factors checking the animal and plant population.
He'implies' that variation is inherent, that "as new gpecies in the course of time
are far med, through natural selection, others will become rarer and rarer and
fmally extinct", ... and "each new variety or species durmg the progress of its
formation, will generally press hardest on its nearest kmdred and tend to extermm -+
ate them n : : AT -

= Thus by a process of gradual natural selection the "unprovement mev1tab1y
leads to the gradual advancement of the organisation of the greater number of
living bemgs throughout the world," - Later he adds that it "may be objected that
if all organic beings thue tend to rise in scale, how is it that throughout the
world & multitude of the. lowest forms still exist?" and counters this by saying
that this "offers no difficulty, for natural selectlon at the survwal of the fittest
does not neécessarily include progressive. development " Later he adds - "owly
orgamsed forms appear to have preserved to the present day, from 1nhab1tmg
confined or peculiar stations, where they have been subjected to less severe

e
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competition, and where their ‘seanty numbers have retarded the chance of
favorable variations arising” and finally ''that many lowly organlsed forms
now ‘exist throughotit the world from various causes, " S SN RN T

1. Some cases of variations of 4 favorable nature may never have arisen for SRR A

natural selection to act on and accumulate,

2. In no case probahly, has time sufficed for the utmost possible amount of

development, -

But

3, "The main Cause lieg in the fact that under very 'simple conditions of

life a high organisation would be of no service', Thus these live in protected
niches.

The class limitation of thé author, & ' oo R S AN TIT S S S TR AR R
Before Darwin presented his theory, thé prevaleut view in society was ‘the:

"immutability df spemes” and that 11 the animals and the plants had ‘arisen bv

sudden dcts of creation! * As ALJ. Hall says in "The Scientifiv Revolution' ’after

the revblutmn tithe belief:on the fixity of spéciés was no ‘less 'respectable than

the belief in the fixity of the earth.'  ‘Thus Darwin's: 1Owigin of the Species'!:.

revolutionised the thinking in terms of fixed species. . Nevertheless, we. note

that at each. stage the facts, of aclence a,re the same but tbe 1nterpretat1op, of the L

facts dc,p\,nds on, Whlch dass onc Serves. . Darwm came from the bourgecus
class and transplanted hl pI P]gchces f"om the bourge;pls s001ety onto na‘cur '

1. He uransplants Hobbes idea a1l men dgamst all men in war' and emphas1ses ’
that'struggle is greatest between the same! species; withdut showing that the
quahtatnre change gives Tise to the struggle, hor does: ‘He show more clearly

or grasp firmly what e Himgélf: g1ves in h1s data ‘the unlty of those who i :nmi
struggle against’ the ‘eommon’ foe i e pdlintd Do siitealh e RPS S A CER e

1

2. He imposes the bourgecis economist Mal thus*i'am théory of pop‘ula:tmn- Py inrhyy

3. He imposes the houigeois, econop;uc theorv cf competmon - and, does not sl}ow
how a variants charactcmut*c ma,y be geggegg; _:.when l)f,e as awhole 1s c}onsid-
ered. . ... e '

. AN
LA A £

EERE RV S RAST/A TN BV AP R
The transplantatmn of hig bourgems outlotak ontnature is spartmulaﬂymllustm
rative in the chapter oh instincts where he talks about therslavermaking-instinet. /!
He arbitrarily imposes the ¢oncept of’ slave .and master onto:the antghgwasot
studying. '"The slaves work energetically with theirrmasters: in.carrying: they:

" (thé exposed larvae) away to'a place of safetyi " Hence it ig clearthat the sl‘aveﬁs 1
feel quite at home'....and again "Mr. Smith informs me that he has nevexr:séen::
the -slaves, -though yI‘PSCHb in lacge numbers. in August, either leave or enter the
nest.. Hence he considers them as st*"wctly h,(SuSehom slaveu ,.r‘”he masteps, on
the other hand, :may be constan Iv seen, mnnsfmg m materlals for the ne’.:t, and” "

food of all kinds.! .. | '

L ’ll

The advantage of the dialsctical m&teuahst outlook and the Weaakness xﬁf the: ;
mechanical materialifit outicuk: SRR
“The male,ctmal mawi ia¥ st outlook of the evolut:on of thre@ species axs,that ther@

is a cont“hmctmn betweom .Jtm"‘ SER 'md fxmetmn hetween rigidity -and Iﬂex:xbﬂlty,

Do PV gy oaiTLTT abdd
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and in history progress, as Engels said ”makes its appearance as the negation
of the existing state of thmgs 1" (Dlalectlcs of Nature.) The species maintains
. its structure from generation to generation, and in'its search for food the
environment alters the species in its contact and expressron with the specres -
thus a struggle ensues and this resolves itself in history if ‘the pressure of a
large piopulation alters the dialectical- balance in favour of the progressive.’
variants. As the.new variant with its new mode of living appédrs, the old:
quality either dies away. (régression) on account of being unable-to adapt, -or
clse the dialectical halatce-alters and thus allows the old quality to survive :
'in a niche!. = Accordingly a struggle takes place at each stage between.:
cohtrachctory aspects, between progression and. regression, between old: qual- Sr

o ity 2nd the new quality and as the'new quality wins cver the old and -beging toiv:i
e g ‘inérease, new contradictions come into play.: - Thus at. each stage the Jpreaentr e
)y, quahty and the future quahty are present and struggle for expression.
ter: - Darwm E theory of 'mherent var1at1on' is untenable, for not only is ;t h oA
JBERE mechanistic - but it is plainly snnple to think of say a bactena, contammg -
S ‘ the mherent capab111ty to turn intoc a man,
the Darwm ,also does not seem to see , how the env1ronment and specres are f” 5 ;
AN constantly, affecting and changlng each other through a process of d1a1ect10a1 a
S ' struggle,.: T A T T Chrarr TR Do
ses Fmally before: we look at the overall view of the evolutlonary process it o ¢
! ‘ should’ be noted that the bourgeoisie takes the theory of natural selectmn and-

A : surylva]’. of the fittest and emphasxses the part which' will: Support its Feact~' i

jonary stand - and distorts the rest into bourgeois rhetoric. Thus the phenom* -

A ¥ ena whereby durmg the historlcal penod, progrees is maintained’ by ‘history's:
selection’ of tHosé who are the most progressive, is distorted by the bourg-""
,-?I}OW ; eois when he conmders h1mse1f in a non-continous, d1smembered way, ‘&g the- -+
id-

end product of ‘hlstOry (Things have bedome rather than things are becom—
mg) and goes so far as to transplant his VleWS back mto h1story. D

S

'I‘he overall aspect of evolutmn is the cons1stent theme that when a new: .
quality arises, it goes into quantity, becomes oppressive and in turn a new
quality:afises. Thus from gquality to quality, new. species are formed. in a.. _
progression. - Regression in the species.as awhole may arise, as w1th the case
of parasites,. but natural history as a whele Progresses On. o hinrgn

" M. Madha, A McCall 7. S1mmons. S

*****ﬁ*********************.,

SUENTIY

Al ‘ HOU’SING CRISIS ST | S R TP (At

DUBLIN HOUSIN(J ACTION COMMITTLE
St pUBLIC 'MEETING . # o
Abbb} $t. Corner at 8pm. ' ‘ -
followed by a march to.City Hall on Monday. Sth February;.'

SUPPORT THE JUST DE '\/IANDo OF DUBI TN'S HOMF‘LECS

ERE LI RS BT T B £ 01§ ERRPE AR




A

and detached understanding of a phenomenon. One has to depend on some super-
natural power to explain the phenomewon indeed, cur knowledge will be
limited’ 4nd supernmal The basic question, }\_&_11 7the’ thmg operates 1n th1s B
partlcular manner, goes unexplambd '

In br1ef concepts based on sense—percepnons and on mechamcal mater1al-

“ism cannot isplate the dynamic force which brings about ti:c troncsamation

of society. One cannct comprehend the historical development of cities, the .
family, or the means of production, nc matter how hard one tries, nor can -

one understand the future trends, The -basic contention is that things and. sys’cems
exist in themselves without inter-relationships, that they develop in th emselves,
and that the metive force for the existence and development of the systems and

the things is obscure. People who believe in this outlook, c.g. the bourgeoisie, .
fail to answer the why's and how's of their system because of their class-interest,
They can't tell what is the real basis of progress. They cangive the history of
the systom in a manner that proves 1, that society has reachQd its height of -
progress and 2; that no more.progress in terms of the basic inter-relationships,
is possible and 3. that the broad " masses of pecple cught to be content with their .
lot. You ask what is the basis of movement of a thing? What is the basis of .
motion? This; they cannot 2:swer. Their analysis is cne-sided because it
overlooks the inter-relations of the system; it deals with the system only per-
ceptually. - You can, if you like, visualize the concept of historical development
in the following manner: You can lock at history as it is taught in the bouxgeois : -
institutiens, as moving from one-point to another,. and yoursclf as static
onlooker,: History is spread over a period of time. . You can't understand that- :
man is develeped -in the process of the movement of history and that things
transform. Yeur consciousness will be detérmined by what is perceptually -
available at the moment in your society. Bourgeois society exhibits art

and articles from the past in the muscums, External dévelopments like -
buildings, planes, going into space ctc. personify. linear progress. You will

be overwhelmed by all that perceptually exists and through deductive logice, -

you can only forescefuture development as the development of bigger and better
things, without knowledge of why and how come, o

The bourgeois intellectual, whose consciousness is limited by sense-per= -
ceptions and deductive logic, claims himself to be the most objective (object-
ive is uged here in the bourgeom sense ) 1nd1v1dua1 because he looks at things
in themselvw in the most Qetaohed manner,  So hé has the objectwe perc-
eptual lmowledgw, based on the belief that man has no palt to play in the develop—
ment of hist‘ory; that history oxists as such. and that the world was croated
that way. Perceptuaﬂlv this understanding is logical because you have ‘
looked at the thing, compared it with ancther of a similar kind, and céncluded
that such and such & thing exists in such and such a a way. It is logical not
to look for @ nyuhlnzr else. W‘l at PlS" ig there? » '

The bOU.I‘g"‘OlS propags Lnol‘st use this world cutlock to confuse the large
mags of people who are unidirectional, sense-perception criented, liveina
corporate—sensate culture. . These propagendists present a factas something.
which one must be able to percepinally experience in a direct manner. Sc




if you have not’'seen something with your sw: eyes, then you can excuse your- a)

self by saying; I really don’t know, I have never been there." So many people . b)
in the imperialist countries are willing to glve their. 1mperlahst governments the - c)
benefit of the doubt about all kinds of war-mongering and aggressive policies R
by saying; I don’t have facis; I have never visited Vietnam or the Dominican : T
. Republicor. ’IFhalland or Burma or Korea To legitimise this attitude, members 7
of the! :ﬂuhng mrcles 1iks haxles PerCy or Romney or Kennedy go.to Vietnam - | n
on fact~fmdmg missions." 8o understal ding of the Vietnam problem becomes an . is
issue synonymous with 100&1ng at a tree or watchmg the squlrrels running around be
~ your back—ya,ld Attempt is made to dupe the peo;ale to believe that:fact is o u
something you can see with Ieasc mental or physical ¢f fort, in a detached man- 7
ner. Bourgeois journalists are trained to pe”eeptually report about an event g a
€. g. a bourgecis journalist reportmg about a‘war, enumerates the number of 8

- “people dead or injured and the rezctions of the belligerants (uuually the imper- th

ialist .ide) without undertaking analysis of the cause of the war; ‘who. f1;ced the of

- first shot is made the major issuc..” This is called cbjective reporting, ' th

interpretation is left to the readersu Based on this concept of fact, (that th

fact is something which depends on ‘seeing), deductive logic is safely agreed. an
upon as correct, and because Iaet 1a ‘dependent on seeing then legltlmacy is
given to the various interp "OtathTlS ¢f the same fact by various individuals.

Most of the arguments, under the beurgems system centre around 1nterpre— A the

~ tations and the whole idea of analvs1s is made nonsensizal. Thus everybody o tw
..o s free to have their own. mternreta tions and present mentally deduced iacts the
- which may have nothing to. do w1th the teality of the thing. For example ce
... you do not have to go to Vletnam to find facts you. can analyse the soczm- om
"".]-‘,pohtmal system right where you are living. and you “Wwill know the ;regsens why .. Col
* ‘the war is being waged against the U. S, mlperlahsts' Ultlmately, pe‘rceptual pr
and mentally deduced exper«enCes are nothing but the* “etrogressl,ve splral ste

which if it goes uneontrolled 1eads the person to antl-conscmusness, .the stage
of ultlmate ‘blindness, -

“Anti- conscmusneus and perceptual kno_;”edg,e are comphmenta,ry qual- ge

ities of an 1neiv1dua1 or a ‘system;-anti- -consciousness is the act of negatmn of Th
everything. that, 'Toes agdmst the pez ceptual knewledge Let us dlscuss the ' L pa.
basic qualities of both: < . : : SR - Th
1. Perceptual knowledge is the mewledge based on sense perceptionss, ie.” ysi
the recdgnition of the éxistence of: Ob]eCtS as immutable and dependent as to =~ on
their quality and rature,:ca the- message perceived by the particular senses of gex
the perceiver. . The natural extension of this theory of knowledge is that the bor
quality of perception’is depenccat on the intelligence of the partieular person, ‘ { pe:
people who are mteTligent can pc,rc:elve the ornes that are 1acking intelligence '

cannot, : R : ‘ B CG
2. Antl-conccmusness is the quality of those people who believe that knowledge 3 .
is based on ’sens%percemlone and are thus actively engaged in negating the fruits of

1 liv
of real }mowledge Aat1 CONECIOUs people hve on faith and not on scientific . ort
enqulry R ' .‘ the

3. Both anti- COHSCIOHS"IDS‘ and perceptual. Knowledge stem from TEecog n1t10n y
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of the false fact that the most important task of all human beings alive is to;
a) concede that things have beccme and there is no poss1b111ty for further change,
_ . b) that it is their responsibility to protect the final stage of human development,
e o c¢) that their duty is to: ne”fate any attempt mdde by anybody to have depth analysis
! of the society. : . :
To elucidate this point, we can take the &xample of transition from zero to cne.

LS. . Zero, according to perceptual knowledge and anti-conscious people is the state of
: ncn-being, a state of non-existence, - One is the coming of being or becoming ex-
n.- - istence. - Zero is considered as a fixed point and cne is presented as the jumping-

nd board to life,ie. two. Zero, then, is nothing, one is everything, - There is no

use exploring the transition from zero to one., How much is the difference between
zero and one and why ? Is the crigin of one zero? = Or is the origin of capitalism
avaccuum ? = Or is life the product of zero? . Anti-conscious pecple, instead of
going into the origin of cne, a cively participate in the repetitive experience of one,
this is why for a corporate-sensate-culture product, it is the quantity of experience
of sensations with infinite variety (without bringing about change in the quality of
that experience) which is the mest dominant aspect of his life. - He can only achieve
this by harmonising the contradiction between forces of change and development,
and the forces of retrogression and status-quos

The active negation of anything which interferes with the bourgeois system, By =
the bourgeoisie gives rise to a very serious contradiction ie. the contradiction be-
tween the structure and function of the society, For the preservation of structure
the functicn must he curtailed to suit their systém, and the structure must be for-
ced to give rise.to a function which it cannct give. Thus for every loophole there
must be a stop-gap, and this.process at its maturity, will go completely out of the

. control of the defenders of the status-quo. This anarchy will be smashed by the
progressive and productive forces, the seeds of which were sown at a very early
stage of the system; ‘

People who are ,anti—conscious cannot sce, There is a large majority of
genuinely honest people who just cannot see and we have to be very patient with them.
They must.be shown.in concrete terms that the small minority of the privileged and
parasitical class has pit itself against any kind of depth analysis of the system.

They want to kecp the masses ignorant. It was Marx who provided the depth ‘anal-
ysis of the commodity~-producing society -and laid down the scientific foundaticns

on which the now society will be built at the cost of the cld.: - This'is why the bour- -
geois ruling circles fear the Marxists most, . It is against thé interests of the =
bourgeoisie to. promcte analys1s while it proflts them to keep the people at the sense -
perception Icvel, ~ :

CORPORATE -SENSATE-CULTURE AND PERCEPTUAL KNOWLEDGE

e
its of
c ..

* Liviny; is the negation of development under the m]pcrlahst bvstem. What is
living? W]f‘a.t is develcpment ? Living under the imperialist system is to live acc~
ording ‘tc the historicdl erib.  What is vh‘, historical erib?  The historieal crib is
the world outlook that we are cenditioned to |, because of our bnckground Under the
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bourgecis system, we have the bourgeois historical crib. Perceptually it is the

pattern of cxistence given by parents, priests, politicians and cultural leaders.

It is the active state of anti- —-consciousness and for its validity,-depends on pcrceptual
knewledge. The workmgs of the world frem this vantage point arc scen ds statid‘as things
existing in themselves without the possibility of change. This bourgcois hlstcncal crib is
consistent with its world view; it does not develop and cannot go further quahhtwely with-
out negating ltSo].f it du.rOIOps the status-quo by repressing something., What is repressed?
The negation of itself. ‘And who arc the architects of its negation? The pr@letamans whom
it gave rise to in the first place, It is the historical reality that the bourgems system has
reached the end of its rope and must be eliminated. The hourgeois system attéempts to
repress this hlstorlcal rcah:;y Tbero 1s no hope for: the futurce under the bourgecis histw
orical erib. Why does bourgeois socicty which bases itsclf on security at every lével

have no futurc? The answer lies in the perceptual knowledge and the anti-conscicusness
of the bourgeo1 sie, in the encouragement of detachment and compartmentalisation, Indeed
the only future for a detached person is more detachment ! * As long as-the bourgems indivit
idual remaing unconscmus of his situation, he has:.easy answers to everythmg One such
eagy answer is that hlStOI‘y is simply a chroniele of events. 1mllarly, life'is a line

cf events based cn sensations, and things have always existed as such for one's use,

like Pongloss' nose existing to hold his spectaples. Parénts;cars, alechol, girls - all

exist for your exclusive use. If you don't get these tnmgs you complam lik 2 child
wh1n1ng to 1ts parents. IR : '

Then ‘wvha.t is this devélcgment‘? A physical growth ! = A sucession of events ! A ser-
ies of varieties ! . What is the negation of development ? Negation of the status ‘que can
best guarantee the lme of, . . “events -and the variety of objects for your exclus-
ive use. Securlty i bullt by remforcmg the status quo. Anythmg threatening this
status quo, threatens of .course this development and: security..: - Then what is progress?
Progress under perceptual knowledge,. is the growth of bfﬁcmnCy in.the saféguarding of
of the status quo, the security, and development.  All thid goes against the means of
production, change in distributive relations, real scientific enquiry and democracy
What 11: promotes is stagnation , arbitrariness and sc1cnt1flc blackmall :

‘The sensatlons of toucn abd tdsto .and others are thb loglcal exferiences of real life
for the boul geois. ., As mcntwned before, that fact fcr such people is graspmg som«.thm\
in a perceptual manner . . Similarily, life personifies itself through the passave of ob-—
objects’ through the body- - What do you value most under: the imperialist system ?°
Eating, sex, entcrtemment ete. , Im other words: anything which prov1des you with sen-
sation and you can Slt still and O"IJOX it. For the bourgeois, the basis of hvmg is en-
joyment of oneself, i.c. negation of change and consolidaticn of the status quo; o The'
bourgeois is the static and constant factor ; the movement of objects through the * body
is the sensation of living and the gratification is limited to the variety of objects which are
available for consumptmp ina g1ven period. - The.dominant aspect of this kind of life
is that it never ends because it never begms but is eliminated by the real providers
(i.e. thh working class) of objects. = The bourgeois will try to repeat the existence.

of the consumpticn of objects at the cost of the livelihood qf the large majority . But alas! ;

Plogress of real human-kind discards all parasites!
‘ TO BE CONTINUED NEXT WEEK
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There are two opposing lines which are put forward for the interpretation of ‘world history
the idealist concept of history, which is the philosophy of the status-quo, the historical anal-
ysis of the feudal and bourgeois ruling civeles and it ad-oceies the detachment of labour
from the-produetion and reproduction of real liferthe second is the Materialist concept of
history which:intergrates labour with the historical process of production and reproduc-
tion and shows in clear terms that it is the working class which is the motive ’force"'bf“history
These two lines-arc suppeied by opposing cconomic interests: The idealist line peéfdé;l‘ed

by the Capital ard Monopoly-Capital ciass and the Materialist line, reached through the
scientific analysis of the society by the vanguard of the large majority of the working class.
This line shows that the death of cepitalism is inevitable, The non-scientific ‘li‘ne','i;"é_, the
Idealist line, whiclris retrogressive, presuppeses the cxistence of some supe'rnatu‘ral’ power
which triggers history inco motion, while the Materialist line,through scientific analysis

has conecretely shown that life traasforics »om onc stage to another, on account of its
internal and external contradictions. In the same way chemical compounds,under the in-
fluenice of physical facters.give rise tn bio-chemical compounds. Similarly property o
relations under the influence of sharpening class contradictions on the one hand and the loss
of the colonies ,neo-colonies on the other, will be destroyed with the inevitable development
of relations based cn preduction and reproduciion of real life. Sc it iz impossible to

stop the progress of chemical info bic-chemical compounds apart from assuming subjective-
ly that some supernatural power will stop it, sumilarly it is :rapossible to harness the
progress of histery by pacifying and repressing the progressive forces; it is not poss-

ible o supress the working people of the whole world even if an.automatic machine is

built ir. the heads of all people making sure that who-so~ever demands the destruction

of the imperialist system, based on predatory monopolycapitalism, and internal

and cxternal exploitation and subjugation; the automatic machine tears that person to

bits. It is this impossibitity which the icenlists fail to see and the materialists com-
pletely put their faith in. The two lines can be analysed further, as two diametrically
opposed systems of thought and action; idealists believe in the invineibility of the

status-quo and reaction on the other hand ithe materialists believe in the jnvincibility

of the death of reaction and the overthrow of the status-quo. Thus materialists

advocate development and b‘rogr@ss while the idealists propound living passively

under the aegiy o1 the swetus-au- Waterialists are staunch and aciive. Idealists

ave feeble and pascive. Thus the forces of progress prevail ¢ver the forces of

retrogression. - |

Ts history a fiued point which linearly moves without undergoing transformation?
Is history the consequence of transformation which has been taking place since time

" immemorial? Is history imposed upon man by some ;supematural power? Orirs
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The idealists, because of their faith in the Gartesian concept of time, believe
that individual life is short thus ii is impossible for anybody to comprehend what
really went on in the past and what will happen in the future., For them pact is
dead and gone cnec and for ali. While materialists; recognising the fact that
individual life is short and recogaising also that populations dc not come into
being and die in one sweep, stress learning from the chjective trends of history,
The subjective side (ﬂieoretica% of histery ie revealed in the objective {observable
facts or practice), and it is cnly/objective understanding of the subjective and its
application in practice can we guide the course of history. Idealists contend that
history =7 nothing to do with them, so they claim that they are living cut of the
context  of history and that is why they attempt to absolve themselves from any
responsibiiity for the crimes which their clags (capitalisi) is and has been comm-
it ing against the weal producers of life {that is to say the working class),  Mater-
ialists, on the other hand, take fuil respensibility for their acts, because they
live only in the context of higtory,. and through the summing up of their pers nal
experiences build the foundaticns for ths new cbjectives, At this point it must be
stressed that the materialisic cn account of their grasp of the historieal process
correlate their expericnces with the general trend of history, going from the general
to the particular and back, march v m one stage o another. idealists negate the-
experience of history and attemyt o foree peopie to live a detached existence,
because they know ful’ well *hat when working peopnle are successful in relating
the evils of the society ic ihe impecialists they will be destrcyed. Thus'it is in
their interest to keep historical transformation unexplained and the working
people divided, The interest of the materialist is directly opposed to the idealist
as they advocate the unity of the working class and put the interest of labour first.

Linear movement without undergeing qualit: tive change is not movement at
all but the repetitive producticn of the same quality at the cost of the productive
forces of man. Thus under the imperielist gystem, sex and money ares used
to undermine the working people, and abound in more grotesque and Cppressive
forms today than ever before. To say that Guantity is progress is tc deny the
basic dialectic of quality goirg “hrough quontity, and developing its internal
and external contradictions, reaching & stage where the principle aspect of the
thing is cither trangforming into new quality (one divides into twe, through
struggle between the two, it +ransforms inﬁ%gew cne changing the internal
relations or degenerates). Quantity without/gcing qualitative change becomes
oppressgive and will destroy the individual and organigatior. which lives on that
principic, Thus progress is transformation from one quality into another
going through trans:it_ionai quantitavive change, Idealists demy this fact that is
why they are retrogressive ana they advocate rarogressive chauvinism, Thus
the history of the idealistc ovelope in terms of quaniily and goes no wurther, but
recedes while the hiﬁfory JF the materiaiist dev zlops i ferme of quantity,
reaches its maturity and underge . gaalitative change, It is important to
point out here in passing that ke histor a3 wiib, under any system, is the
quantitative accurauletion of prejwiices of a slese trangfarable to the coming
generation: the idealist nistcrical ovih cousciously suppresses any possibiity
of charge while the materialist higic rical cxib enthusiasticaly promotes the
possibility of. devalopment frozn the histforical crib o a higher stage, It is indeed
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oo ot lasmaner it e T ment of the Indfvidual under the imperialist
.,ystem means lmcarly developmg to the stage of fitting into the historical crib of
ieve © the imperialist system without paying any attention fo the facts around, Itis aloo
jhat a historical fact that under socialism large masses of the proletarians are en- - '
is - couraged to paruclpate in thé development of the society.. Itis a rrlaring fact v
t that the Great Proletarian Cuihiral Réﬁ'fb‘lution at present going on in the People's o
Republic of China, is ‘only pos igiblé under the socialict system because urd er the
Y. imperialist system if such 2 thing happened it would mean the destruction of that
Tvable system, 8¢ imperialists dread revolutlons most of all Whlle ant1—1mper1ahuts :
its ‘ cherish them. Mass democracy is poss1ble cnly under a system where Progress | and
that ~ development is the way of thé historical crib as under the dictatorship of the pro-
he . letariat, while it is reprassed’ under a syutem which is baged on reaction and the pre—
gm ‘ uervatlon of the etatus—quo, ‘asg under the dlctatorship of the nourgeom '
2ter- Under the 1deahst gystom correctmn of basic relatlons is repressed. Priority,
; (because of ite class in reaction,and, status-quo) is given to 'fixing: up' things in detail.
a1 1t is commen knowledge of even the most ignorant rustics, that if you "ix up' the '
the _ details of an oppressive system it will only sophisticate oppression, and make it-
88 . more efficient and nothing else... But it goes againgst the interest of the idsalist
seneral . tc question. the fundamental while it favours the. materialist to expose the rotteness

the ‘ | ,=.s_0$a system. " S , ‘ : o G s
v Jidalists further deny the experience of hlutory a5 well as of the mdwidual “iTo

f{g them' it'is’ meaning less to talk about experience of anything.’ " But the ‘materialist rec-
In : ognise the experience of the history of classes and the class struggles cn the local,

: - tiational-and the international scale’ and they also Tecognise the 'rolé that e wo:rkmg
Hst eclass plays in the moulding'of hmtory. ‘Ttig ‘within this light that ‘oné ¢an see bow ;
rst. ' idealists attemp‘t o fal,m'y h1§tcry and they attempt {6 white-wagh the obj ectiire ex-

penence of the ﬁeople by explammg to'thern that ¥aeir problems are the 1"3 sgl ,
of fate, - Thus distinction « should be thade between apostles of mystery ‘and explo1t-_; '
atlon and t:he aposﬂes of change and liberaﬁon of the productlve forceé of man. o
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VIETNAM MEETING

SFORMATION OF A~ COMMITTEE ™ ;>UPPORT OF THF SCUTH VIETNAM, .|
NATIONAL FRONT FOR LIB hArION , S
ﬂOn P &ih. February. | o
“The Power's Hotel Inldar St—reet. - o I
; mee Spm. - S | o s
1t , All genuinely interested individuals who staunchly support the :atrugtflc of t‘le ,_
o yistnamese people oamst 1’rnper|ai1sm are invited to attend. S
Lo This medting has been conviene d by the Tnternationalists-as a rosult of the' o
" Resoltition passed by theth and various progressive ornamsatlons on Jan '19th “’_:j
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INTERNATIONALISTS! LETTER CT PROTEST TO THE JUMNICK DrEAN

Dear Sir, = . L
Following the protest made to. you last Friday,Jan. 26th. on behalf of the Internation-
alists, it was agreed that the Internationalists would confirm their protest, to yourself -
in the form. of 2 written statement which follows belows . ,

and the callege authorities

On Friday 26th. of January, the Internationalists set up their stall at the Front the
of the College, to sell their publication. Words & Comment as well as some other publi~
cations. During. the period between 2p. m. and 2. 30 p. m. whilst attended by:a woman stu-
dent the stall was approached by Mr. David Naisby-Smith, with several of his friends. Mr.
Smith bought a copy of 2 book entitled 'Selected Readings. of Mao Tse-tung''.Standing dir-
ectly in front of tae stall,in the middle ‘of the entrance from Front Gate, Mr. Smith began
to mutilate and deface the book, sayihg thui hé had wanted to ""do this for a long time". The
seller protested verbally at'Mr. Naisby-Smith's abuse of the book, whereupon Mr. Smith
ripped out & page fromithe boelk whick bore a photograph of Chairman Mao. Tse-tung, and

set it alight. Holding the burning pkotograph aloft in a demonstrative and provocative man-
ner, Mr. Stith uttered ignorait and slancerous staterents about Mao Tse-tung to the large
crowd of studente who had by $Héii congregated around the stall.‘This rowdy misbehaviour
was causing considerable dicturbance at the Front Gate;people could not come to dnd from
the stall and the crowd was Blocking the passage way through the Front Gate, but this was
not, interfered with by gpy Coilege official, instead it was allowed to grow uninterupted.

REBAIV N

\1.this point one of the students arriving on the scene made a vigorous protest against
this abusive behaviour, snatched the burning photograph and retrieved the defaced and muti
lated book from Mr. Smith, Mr. Smith s2id that as it was his copy he was entitled to do :
anything he liked with it. The protesting student asked if Mr, Smith had read the.book,and
he replied that he had not;she protested that this was a university, an institute of learning
and for a student to deface and, mutilate a book,and slander the author, and further more to
not even have read the book, was to act in a manner contemptuous of all knowledge and
learning and was not worthy of a university. She further rejected the view of Mr. Smith
that his 'private property rights' allowed him to treat the book in snch a manner;the book
was published and on sale to allow people to read it,and book-arsonists would not be all-

owed to deprive people of the access to these works.

At this point Mr, Smith was asked by the seller and the protesting student to mbve
away from the stand and to stop creating a disturbance, M7. Smith then snatched back the
remnants of the defaced Look and moved away with bis friends to the corner of the grass
in Front Sguare, Here he began again his exhibitionist. and ignorant behaviour, and provoked
further protest. There was stili no interest on behalf of the authorities.

Shortly a.fterwdr:ls_ Mr. Beverly St. Vaughan, came to the stall, after be’ng seen con-
versing with Mr.Smith, Mr. Vaughr: bougit a copy of '"Words & Comment'and immediately
began to tear it up.T'wo studenis ctaer thar the seller protested to Mr. Vaughan in 2 sim-
ilar manner to the way the protest had been made to Mr. Smith. As he refused to show any
respect for a student publicaticn, they wrested the copy from him.

The student who seized ths sopy from him wefused to compensate himwith the one shil-
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ling he demanded and he threatened to sue them.

L

Between five and six p. m. when a woman student was selling, two tall students, Mess
Buchanan and Bourke, tried to create a rumpus at the stall:one of them picked up a cop;y
saying that he would not pay but take it to Mr. Vaughan, The Seller protested and retrie
the copy from Mr. Buchanan;the other gentleman then picked it up and walked awdy als
without paying. The seller went after the student and wrested back the copy;when she
tried to return to the stand Mr. Buchanan physically chstructed her return.

This being the sequence of events, the Internationalists strongly protest
1. At the unruly behaviour allowed to grow unheeded at the Front Gate of the College ar
in particular of Mecssrs. Smith, Vaughan, Buchanan, and Bourke.
2. That in an academic institution students should be allowed to behave in this manner
reflecting as it does the very antithesis of what a university should stand for, The Inter
tionalists vehemently contend that the behaviour of Messrs, Vaughan, Smith, Buchanan a:

Bourke was diametrically opposed to the ehtos of this university, to promote knowledge
and learning,

Further more at no time in the afterncon did the protagonists Messrs. Vaughan,
Smith, Buchanan and Bourke attempt any discussion of their disagreements---either wit
the Internationalistssellers or the individuals who intervened at various stages.

The Internationalists view the defacing of any book as a most unscholarly and arrog;:
act, and the slandering of a book and its writer,as an example of unbridled ignorance
and active fascism. Mr. Smith's admitted ignorance of the contents of the hook, simply
underlines his arrogant and unscholarly attitude,

The International ists categorically support the actions of those individuals who on

their own behest , protested and intervened, to uphold the best interests of academic

freedom. % ok ok sk ok ok K ok

INTERNATIONALIST § MEETING
FRIDAY FEB 2nd. at 8 pm '

To  discuss the topic :
MASE LINE IN EDRUCATION

You are invited tc participate and contributc to the discussion
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