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IRELAND REQUIRES THE SERVICES 
_of an active revolutionary move­
ment if our people are to survive 
~s a selF - respecting community 
with complete control over its own 
de st in y. UnFortunately, no such 
a movement exists today. Certain­
l y, no man in his right mind will 
contend that the present collect ­
ion of "evolutionaries","resolut ­
ionaries", and downri ght "react ­
ionaries, who purport to speak on 
behalf of the Irish Revolution, 
can come anywhere near meetino 
the requirements of a revolution~ 
ary leadership. 

THE MAIN TROU3LE WITH 
presently functioning Republican 
organizations,is that they abound 
in the making of a large volume 
oF incoherent noises , without 
giving any thought whatever to 
the substance of revolutionary 
action itselF. 

FOR INSTANCE, RtPU9LICAN LEADERS 
will talk their heads off on the 
subject of the I.R.A. Fighting for 
Irish Freedom,when they appear at 
some commemoration or other; But 
they make no provisions For such 
a struggle; and from private con ­
versations with them, it becomes 
very apparent that they haven't 
a clue as to how such a war is to 
be waged, and they show no desire 
to find out. Also, to hear some 
of them rantino about their new ­
Found toy , " the economic :cesist­
ance campaion," one could easily 
be mislead -into the belief that 
their economic policies, if ever 
put into effect, would mean a new 
and dynamic era For the Irish 
people . However, when their econ ­
omic proposals are stripped oj 
all the dressings and double - talk, 
it will be Found that present - day 
Sinn Fein advocates nothinq -that 
was not Forwarded by Arth~i Cri­
ffith some 60 years age . 

IN AN INTERVIEW,PUSLISHED IN 
the January issue cF the UNifED 
IRIS HMAN, the Presi~3~t bf Sinn 
Fein stated his party was not 
against Foreiqn capita!.ist2; inves ­
ting in I r ela~d, ~nd WRS nut cpp-­
osed to the continued functioning 
of a free enterpri3s - C2pit?list­
s y stem in the country. To je 

sure, he tried to ~onfuse the 
issue by saying this state of 
aFFairs could not be co~ducted 
according to th~ laissez-faire 
principles of l9th ce-ntur-y cap­
italism . However, since . such p·ci·-

?. . 

nciples have not applied to cap ­
italism in Irelund fer decades,it 
is apparent to anyone with even an 
elementar y knowlsdge of economics, 
that what S inn Fain proposes is 
not the reconstruction of Ireland ' s 
economy along lines vastly dis ­
similar to the present set - up,but 
simply, that the present economic 
order can be better run by Sinn 
Fe in. 

SI:~·: F El ~I IS A L 50 m A K HI C A 
lot of noise about its schemes for 
the growth ·of co - operatives, to 
o f f s e t-· t h e m o r e a d v e r s e a f f e c t s o f 
capitalist exploitation. But the 
fact is,. we have had co - op's in 
this country since the beqinning 
of the century,and they haCe made 
no noticeable impact on the course 
of ou:c economy . If a country is 
to employ the co - operative system 
o f m a n a g Gm e n t i n i t s a g r i c u l t u r a 1, 
industrial 0nd marketing industr ­
ics,with the object of eJtablish ­
ing and consolid::Jting an in .depend ­
ent economy, this has to be done 
within the Framenuork of an overall 
socio-economic order that is inf ­
initely oppo~ed to the present 
order. filsn such as Peadar 
O'Donnell, who are presently ass ­
ociated with Sinn Fein's co-oper ­
ative schemes, are aware of this 
basic requirement- - or they should 
be, if they have not been Fooli ng 
the lot df us over the years. Why 
don't they speak up, and clarify 
the situation? Why don't they 
state the t rue f cc t s to the people; 
that is, that co-op ' s under the 
prev~iling capitalist order ca n, 
at the best, only represent tempor ­
ary stop - gops which will in time 
succumb to the aggressiv8 pressures 
of capitalisrn;or become themsel ­
ves but ten3cl.;s sf the c<Jpitalist 
o'ctcpus. 

ID SALVAGE: THE ~Jl\IImJO.L LIBERATION 
struggle ~ro~ th~ present morass 
of :- e iJ .~ t i. r: n cdl d sophist r 'I , one oF 
tLvo rccour::G .s j_3 c;.;en. First, the 
l . ,-1 .. U.. can i:Jrec'-< v1ich thc:parliam ­
entary liberals of Sinn FGin, and 
rEassert ~tJ leadership of the 
Irish Revolution b y returning to 
its previcus r~ v ~lutionary prog ­
r a mrn e • f= :J i l j_ n:::: ·:~ !-: is - t h tJ o rl us is 
pl:Jcsc: sq • _,;:;:cl\~ on th3 shoulders 
c~ ec:h ~nJ cv~r'/ indivijual rev ­
oluticna~ y tM:oughout the countr~ 
It. is :J ;:: tc the11 to convGne and 
·;: 8 g L.! :. ::1 t Q . ·-·· - ·: - i" ' t " d o s in n "' d t o 
create a ~;: i~i;~ Re:ol3tiona ry 
Effcc':. 



FOR OUR PkRT, WE WdULD PREFER 
to se~ the I.R.A . ,depleted though 
it is at present,disengage itself 
from its enervatino alliance witn··· 
the Sinn Fain constitutionalists, 
and reassert its uncompromised 
status as vanguard of the Irish 
Revolution. The majority oF us 
have served and fouoht in the ranks 
of the I.R . A.; as ~ a consequence, 
i t is only natural we should feel 
this way. Nevertheless, regard ­
less of how we feel towards the 
I.R . A. , our First and foremost 
allegiance must be to the cause oF 
the Irish Revolution; and iF the 
I . R. A. stands in the way oF its 
p r ogress, then, the I.R.A. must 
give way. In this regard, there . 
can be no room for comp r omise. 

I N AN ATTEMPT TO PRESENT 
practical proposals on the manner 
in which the I.R.A . can extradite 
itself From its present entwinement 
with the p r otagonists oF parliam ~ 

entarianism, we suggest for a 
start that the I.R . A. reassert its 
independence by retu r ning to the 
programme adopted by the Genera l 

. Army Convention of rfiarch , 1933 : 
Furthermore , that the I.R . A. cul­
tivate, develop and expand the 
independent and positive revol ­
utionary atmosphere which fostered 
that programme, and thereby inc ­
rease the hopes and status oF the 
organization as the vanguard in 
Ireland's continuing quest for 
freedom. 

IT IS, OF COURSE, OBVIOUS THAT 
the 1933 programme will have to 
be updated,to complement elements 
made more apparent since it was 
or i g in all y issue d. However , it does 
express the essentials of a rev ­
olutionary programme, and by acc ­
epting it anew as the basis For 
a reorganized effort , the I . R. A. 
can conFidantl y issue a call For 
renewed action on the part oF the 
country ' s revolutionaries;and can 
unequivocally demand the alleg ­
iance of all revolutionaries. 

IT IS, THE N, UP TO THE I.R . A. 
to consider this proposal of ours, 
and make known its decision . This 
can ea s ily be done at the fiext 
General Army Convention . Cive us 
t r ue leader~hip, or, give up the 
ghost, and oet out of our way . 
This is all we ask of the I . R. A. ; 
and su r ely it is not too great a 
request to make. 

I N THE FOLLOWING PACES WE 
reprint the essentials oF the 
I . R. A.' s 1933 progra'Tlme, so tn at 
contempo r ary Republicans who are 
not familiar with it may have a 
chance to consider its objects . 
It is also important, when read ­
ing the programme,to keep in mind 
that its makers conceived its 
realization through a re volution -

ar y effort headed by the I.R . A. ; 
ana did not deceive either~~hem -
·selves nor -the . membe r i3 ·• o/ the 
Army by ~ugge5lA+~g . ·· iLco.11.ld be 
'implemented through parliame~-tary 
agitation . Consequentl y , the pro ­
ramme must, of nacessity, be 
viewed in its proper context; and 
it must be accepted as a revolut ­
ionary task, and not one which 
can be realized with i n the limits 
of agitation alone . Unles~ it is 
accepted in this spirit it is 
pointless to accept it at al l . 

EACH AND EVERY IRISH REPUB LICAN 
bears the responsibility of real ­
istically assessing the present 
state oF our revolution; oF judg ­
ing the present ba ckwa r dness of 
the I.R . A. and its detriment to 
the prospects of that revolution; 
and of examining our proposals 
f or t h e r e j u v e n a t i on o F t he I. R . A. 
with the view of returning it on 
the ri gh t road once again. What 
we Forward stands completely in 
~ine with our revolutionary t r ad­
itions . All we ask is that Irish 
Republicans oF today act in t he 
spirit of such traditions, whose 
political correctness have been 
substantiated over and ove r. 

FROM THE BECINNINC, IRISH 
Republicans have based theattain­
ment of their objects on the pre ­
mise that they could only be 
realized through a revolutionary 
struggle, during which the enemy 
wou ld have to be completely sub ­
merged . Over the years since our 
revolution was First set in motion, 
man y "false prophets" have come 
Forward to offer the people an 
alte r native to this rea l istic 
stand -- to offer an easy road to 
Freedom. Where did this sort of 
talk ever get us? Has it ever 
ended in anything but increased 
labours on the part of our revol ­
utionary organizations, expended 
in the repairing of damage done 
to national morale and the nation­
al will to survive? 

THE MEN OF 19 16 , WHOM THE 
parasites are now preparing to 
commemorate , sacrificed their all 
to rescue the people from the de ­
basing effects of parliamentary 
op1um1sm. It was a big price to 
pay For national salvation , as 
many an Irish revolutionary has 
since come to realize;and it will 
be tenfold g r eater if we oF t h is 
generation do not stand squarely 
beh1nd our responsibilities. The 
men of 1916 had to do what was 
necessary , regardless of what was 
possible, in order to keep the 
Irish Revolution on the right 
track . Toda y , we can still chart 
our ~ourse between the necessary 
and che poss1ble . But the time is 
running out, and that juncture is 
fast approaching where s uch man­
oeuverability is once mo r e denied 
us . IT IS FOR THIS REASON THAT 

_ :.vE C.<~LL FDR .1:\CTIO i\J 1\!0LV ' . . ) . 



TH-E --1. R &A .• PROG RA~\A K/1 E OF. I -93~ 
- . • • • • . • ' ' I- •. ••' • · • • 

LN. THE "CONSTITUT-ION AND GOVERN-~: 
ME-NTAL PROCR.AiY11Y1E FOR THE R:EPUBL IC 
O( ·-IR.ELA.ND" .the ultDn-ate aims and 
ideas of the .Irish Reput:ifican 'Ar'riiy 
are set . fortM. In this do~um~Mt 
all the essentials of gcive-~nriienf 
are provided far, and a p~o~i~riim~ 
for national ~ reconstrwctiori and 
the establishment of social· just-
ice is outlined .. ,~ -· 

WE HAVE WITHIN GUR OWN NATION 
all~~~ - resources ~hi~h are ~squ­
ired . t~ provide every citizen not 
on.ly w-ith the essentials of 1 if e 
but_ wit~ comfort. Luxutie~ may 
n o t y et b e av a i 1 ab 1 e , b u t t h e F i r s t 
stage . is to provide an adequate 
standard for all. 

THt RESOURCES AND WEALTH OF THE 
Nation are very largely 'in the 
possession and under the control 
of .those s~ctions who are hostile 
to National Freedom, and who have 
allied themselves with Biitish 
~Im~eriali~m . The immediate task 
--is . to rescue . from them the her­

itage ~hi~h they have robbed and 
. plundered tram thB mass oF the 
· PBDple. The powerful interests 
-which dominate Irish . life at pre -
. sent were built up on the basis 

. of the .Conquest. · 

THE MACHINERY O.F STATE W.llS 
de0ised and h~s been developed to 
serve these interests. The powers 
of · this ·State machine--must-be 
smashed . The . machinery of State 

·· of the Republic of Ireland will ' be 
devised to serve, not any privil­
eged sections; but the needs of 

· the whole people, ... 

IY1EIY18 ERS OF THE IRISH REPUBLICAN 
ARMY mustact;:ept the responsitilit y 
which the organizat.ion has should­
ered and which history and trad­
ition has imposed on it; that is 
the leadership of the s t rua~for 
fl at i on a 1 F r e e dam and for t ~ e eO­
nomic 1 ibe rat ion Of the peoPle. 
They must make -:t"hemselves fami ffi r 
with all phases ot that struqgle. 
f\to t .2.Q_~ mu s t ·lb.gy b e t he or a a n -
ised and armed vanauar_d __ bu~the y 
must also ~ppl y leadershlpancJ 
auidance in directina the thouahts 
..9..f. t h e P eo P 1 e a 1 on a c-ons tru cTTVB 
revOTUtionar v l~ 

·* * * * 

THE ~JA TIO N 'S RESOURCES. 
--THERICH I OF THE INDIVIDUAL 

citizen shall be admitted to per ­
sonal and private property, the 

· possession of which is not in con­
flict with or detrimental to the 

common good . 

(l) LA ND & AGRICULTURE . . . 
THE SOTL-uFTHE fiiATlON AND ALL 

its tesources are the pro~erty at 
the people, and shall be subject 
to their jurisdiction. . 

THE soil of the Nation shali 
be used primHily to produce food 
for the peorle . · · 

IT shalL bg the policy of the 
State to ~st£le on the soil ai 
great a P:rc.oortion of the popul~'~ 
tion. as it can bear , a-nd as econ..:. 
omic good sense justifies. Lar~~ 
holdings of l~nd not beina used 
productively in accordance .wit,h 
Co0ernment requirements shall ~e 
distributed. · . 

OCCUPIERS £f. l:..9.Q.Q u1ho co~ply 
wit.!l l.Q§. reasonable £.£9.Uirements 
of the Com~unitv shall be ouaran­
teed-securTfv-of tenurewi~'Fie 
rio'Fi t -OT"""'"Sl:JCc e ~ion to m '8'~b8 r s . or 
their TamTIIes-:--YFesereo~itements 
s h_aTI bemstb V o::·Odu c in q suiT i c -~­
ientfood._to re.Q_de-r-lhe s;ommunTfY 
self-2_1,!PPDrtinq and independent of 
f.Qr e ion f. o ad s u oiJTi:Bs-. .. -

AS the ~tate . s hall demand 
t h e ut i 1 i s a t i o n o f l a n d t o i t s 
Fullest p.roduct.ive c.;apacity, H 
~hall guarantee to the Pibducer a 
minimum ~eturn for p roduc~: · The 
State shall accept responsibility 
for the marketing of the surplus 
at a guaranteed minimum price after 
provision has been made by the 

.producer For himself and his fam -
ily . . 

IT shall be the policy of the 
State to promote, as rapidly as 
possible, the co - operative organ ­
isation of the agricultural indu­
stry. Through-the ~a-operative 
organisation credit shall be .made 
available, b y the State . banking 
institution, for the fullest dev~ 
elopment . of all branches of the 
industry, and for improving the 
standard of life of the agricul­
tural corr.munit y . 

THE agricultural co - operative 
organisation shsll be co-ordinated 
with the distributing and market ­
ing organisations; these shall be 
responsible for regulsting the 
productlon and the internal dis­
tfibution of fdod supplies, and 
f o r m a r k e t i n g t h e n a t i on a l s u r p l u s . 

~0-DPERATIVE org~nisiHg of the 
agr1cultural industry shall be 
vo luntor y. Legislation shall 
not be applied to compel those who 
do not wish to erit~r the co­
oper2~ive . 

THOSE who elect to iemain 
aloof shall not be entitled as of 
right, to :;hare in the ·state' cred -
i ~ ., ' " ; 1 . ~ . ., ·- f " . . -

11
-. c s a ' o r a :; - ·' 1 ,_ l e s a ; or de d to the 



c.o=.bP .sx.~ :tj~_e . "~:ommu nit i e s . - They 
sh_a_l T'oe Tesp orrsip Fa:·-ror : ~a.c.C-D:t'd .iD:§ 

to any- hir:e-d ·labour they may emp­
loy condit:i -qns of employme_nt equal 
to the standard rnai,ntained in the 
co - operative enterprises. 

.,(z) (lSHERIES . . · __ ._ 
ALL-rivers, lakes ,arid ·inland 

natural ~at~rways, and E~eir re~­
ourcss, : ~r~ the property - of the 

.: p e 0 p l ~ a n d s h a ll - b e s u b j e et t 0 

-the ir ~urisdiction, 
-· 3HE cl~ims of any individual 

· :Or. C-Qmpaf1y, - to their exclusive 
.. ownership or use,. or. to the· fish ­

e-rie.s- thereof, shall be abolished. 
Inla~~. ~~ast an~ de~p - sea fi~h ­
eries·-·snaU·be controlLB.d. and pro­
tected by the State. 

· IT shall be the policy of 
the State to promote the develop ­
ment of .the fishing indGstry on 
co - ope rative lines. Through the 

.. . ca:.·o·(~fer·a t hi'e ·fisheries organ is a­
t i on · c r e d i t s h a 11-b 8 .inad e:. a, V_i'Ji l a b l e 
by the s ,~_ate banking institut -ion, 
for the . t~llest development, org­
anisation and modern equipment of 
the industry, and for improving 
the standard of life of th e fish ­
ing communit y . 

(3) INDUSTRY. 
T.HE.National L\lealth and Credit 

shall ' bB made available and shall 
be ap;plied by the State for the 
cre~iion of a manufacturina ind­
usEr~ capable at least of 0rovid ­
ing .for ths normal and essential 
needs of the community. 

, . , . _ '· _· lfiJOUSTRY so created shall 
·;:'<6·e--:~ t~~ ·property of the community. 

,Worked in these indtJstries shall 
: :::• ' be resp-onsible For the :Cr .. operation, 

unde r State•direction and manage ­
ment,and they shall be remunerat ­
ed on a wage basis. 

THE productive organisation 
shall be co~ ordin ated with the 
distributing organisation; these 
shall be responsible for regulating 
production,internal distribution, 
and for the marketing abroad of 
any surplus . 

(4) DISTRIBUTION. 
IT shall be the policy of 

the State to bring about,as early 
as possi ble,the· co - oper~tive dis ­
t ri bution of products . To achieve 
this end such financial andcredit 
facilities as will be required 
shall b_e made available through 
the State banking institution . 

EACH Co - operative shall be 
responsible for distribution with ­
in its own area,and for t r ansfer ­
ing any surplus to the Central 
Marketing and I~ports Board . 

THE distributina co-operative 
organs shall work In conjunctio~ ­
with the producers, both agric ­
ultural and industrial, in their 
areas, and with the Central Mark ­
eting and Imports Board -

3ANKING AND CREDITS . 
THE St~te ~hall establ i sh a 

~~nopoly in"bankin~J ~·n nd .- in t~e 
d f:ra·t'i 0 h a n tJ i s s u in g 0 t c r 8 d 1.1 a ri d 
CUrreilcy 1 SO- t:h.a.t the· _wea{.th ~nd 
CT-e di t of the·· N a tii-on __ sh q l-1 b ~ , O:a;de 
available for the· ' benef-it .- of t.he 
'c• o'mmu ni t y . ' . . . . . - ·. 

PR I V A T E ENT ER PR I SE , _ .: .... , _ 
PRIVATE enterprise bet~ in the 

p r oduction and distribution of 
commodities shall be perm4tted, 
subject to the maintenance ·:--8 6-ciJn-

· ·aitibns of employment ifl private 
.. ertterprises , equal · to the standard 

m·a i nt a in e d in State f in an c e d ~i::: o-

s . 

operative ente-r:p-r:-ises . . -· Privale 
enter-prise sh:a-11 not be of. right 
entitled to share or participate 
i;ri: the credit arrd ·other -·facit'ities 
afforded bj the State to=~o - ~~~ r-

-atives. ·· .· 

TRAOt AND COMMERCE. 
10 stabilise and safeguard the 

national economy, . and to cbntrol 
production and distribution, e xp­
O-r-ts- and impoJts shall be con_trol - . 
led by the Stat~-TFtr:Ough the=·tt;n ­
tral rnarket'ing and Imports Bpard. 

IMPORTS wh ich would impede 
internal production·· shall n.o.t be 
~~mitted . Overseas and coasting 
trade shall, as - far as pg~sL~le, 
tie · carried by the State - !Yle r~an ­
tile Marine . 

TRANSPORT . 
-------ALL Forms of p~blic inland 
t ran s p o r t s ha ll be: · \J per ate d . by a 
b o d y s e t up b y t h e N at. i on a l E c on -
omic Council. 

INSURANCE. -
ALL forms of insurance shall 

b e m a d e a S t a t e m·o n o p o l y • - ,1\J t e r 
a d~te to be appcrinted insurances 
shall not be effected with private 
companies. Insurances which have 
not at that date matured or exp ­
ired may be continued. 

HOU SI NG . 
THE State shall be responsible 

for the pro vision of ad~quats 
housino of citizens . Citizens 
shall 6e encouraged and ~ssisted 
by the State to become the owne r s 
of their own houses. After a date 
to be Fixed by the government,the 
building of houses for sale or 
rent shall be declared illeoal . 
Houses declared unfit for habit ­
ation by the Public Authority 
shall be destro yed and no compen­
sation shall be paid to the land ­
lord in respect of such houses 
and sites. 

GRO UN D RENTS. 
·· ·As· the s·o--i-1 of the na.t ion is 

the propert y of the people and 
subject to t heir jurisdiction , 
t h is ju risdiction sha ll be exer ­
cised to abolish l an dlordi sm in 



qtl .01J}" c\j:_) is and .t.aw.o.s_._.:...:. ... an.d~ .. i.o. 
any l aod· ·.r: E!yui r ed as -site$ for 
building p~rposes. Land iequit~d 
for buildi ng purposes and ' For ~ 
prbviding social amenities - shall 
be acquired on the basis of its · 
agricultural value, · and n6 p~y ­
ment shall be made i n respect of 
the additional values cr~ated in 
it by the community. . - · 

TA XAi.lON . 
-~ ,J)XATION_ for natio-nal plrr:poses 

shall be assessed and 1evi8cf-ori - ·­
( U Personal income of the 1Mdiv- · 
idual, th21t_ is, after al'ta·w:an ce· 
fat the maintenance of -: hi~~elf 
ahd his family has been pr6Vided 
for. - -- -- - - -
(2) Pt f o~~e ti~~ing a nd prbpe r ty; 
(~) Co~operative t r ading . . : - - ­
(4) Unearned income -- a supertax 
to be imposed . . ' 
(5) Land not being used prod~ct -
ive~y . _ 
(Ei) Luxuries . 

ECONOMIC CONTROL AND DIRECTION. · 
A body shallbe created by 

the, Governme'nt andstyled The 1\Jat - · 
1sn;a1 Economic Council, the mernb _­
ers of which shall be chosen by 
the co - operati~~s . Its functions 
shall be toco - ordinate and advise 
~n : t~e confiof and development of 
: - (l) Agriculture. (2) Fisheries. 
(3) Manufacturing Industries. 
(4) Banking,credits and taxation~ 
(5) Interhal Market1ng, ~ E~RQrt~ 
and Imports. (6) Transport . 
_(7) Insuj_'ance. (8) Housing . -

JUSTICE. 
THE present elabo r ate and 

bewildering system of law shall be 
swePJ away' and a codifi~-~-t-ion of 
)a_ws - _ in · non:-:technical language 
shall _be _carne_d out . T'he princ ­
lple .of arbitration shall be 
adopted ' a_nd_ extended as far as 
pbssible in ~ivil cases . 

THE JudicL:ir y shall be appointed 
by, but shall be independent of, 
the Go v er nm en t and shall :.b.e ____ i:r re~ 
m_ o v a b 1 e e x c e p t ci n p r o v e n -~-~T­
administr~tion. The l egal p~of -
ession sh~ll be a branch of the 

, Civil Service and the services of 
l~w~ers shall be availab l e tci all 
c1~ 1 zens . , . In certain ca~e~ the 
State may charge a fee for leoal 
services . · • ~ 

~ : · TH~ t:egular police forces shall 
_beas , small as · possible and shall 

_be:$upplemented by forces rec -
_ r~lte~ and controlled by local 
·a 'u t h or i t i e s • 

TH E penal code shall aim at 
t h e r e f o r m i n g o f o f f e n d e r s r at h e r 
than at their punishment . 
------------ --- ---- ~ ~ = - ~~= -------

BEWARE! PCLITICIANS 01\1 THE .MARCH. 

THE - PROCESS.OF C0 ND1i10N1~6 
Republicahs- for the acceptance of 
Sinn Fein"s entry ~nto Free State 
p o lit i c s in c re as e·s in tempo. The 
la test "front" used for this pu r­
pos __ e is the "Economic :l.fl .. clE3Pen.dence 
Committee",; under which ba-nner 
Si'nn Fein, accompanied by their 
friends of the 8ouraeois Labou r 
Part y , and a conii~~ent from the 
I .W . P., launched a series of meet ­
ings,and sent a lobby to Leinster 
House , on the Free Trade Pact. As 
Torn Gill said in January ' s U.I.: 
"that means that our purpose · now 
is, through pol iti cal means; to 
end British rule in lrelan~" We 
all .know what POLITICAL MEANS 
stands for in Irish Republican 
term-inology. It means that the 
bold Tomas is now . preathing the 
gosp~l of a Peaceful trans.ition 
to Irish Fr~edom . We ~ur~ hav e 
cc:im-;-a-Tong uJaysince 1916. · · 

ACCORDING TO TH[ GRAPEVIN E, THE 
boys in Cork were :ndne too happy 
about the E. I .C. ' meeting held in 
that city early in Jariu~ry; And 
'tis hard to blame them Luhen thei r 
top men combine with . Free State 
labourites and l.W . P; 1ers to speak 
in the name of RepubLican Ireland. 
Only men who have str-~yed ' very 
far from the goals of.tevolution ­
ary republicanism could P:ind com­
mon ground with representatives 
of a labour Party that has b~tked 
t~e treason of 1~22 from the beg ­
in~ing, arid with so - called comm ­
unists, who have ncit once,repeat, 
not once,promoted a revolutionary 
a c t s i n c e t h e y w er e s et u p b y t h e ir 
immediate superiors of King St . , 

_London. The Sinn Fei n ian k -and-

6 . 

file in Cork, and all ove r f o r 
that . matter, have good reason to 
feel uneasy about these trends . 

THE IRISH REVOLUTION IS NOT 
going to advanc~ by Sinn ~eih's 
collaboration wi 'th such Free State 
group s as the . Labour Party; not 
are its so c i a l i sl ob j e et s going to 
derive the necessary impetus by 
a s s o c i a t i n g w i t h . p a r li a m en t a r y 
communis t s . who ·prea-G~- uf .. _t.ha. 'path 
of Cdnnoll y ,but pra~tice the ways 
of O'Connell. Irish revolution ­
arieS Can W 8 ll d 0 With DU t t h 8 a dv ­
ice or assistanci of either, and 
be .the better off . by formulating 
the1r own Socialist progiamme,and 
their own policies to realize it. 
H6wever, this wili never be ddne 
while politicians run the Republ ­
ican Movement. : The oolitici~ns 
are only · getting -irho their stride 
now; a Few more years and the/' ll 
be heading for _Kildare Street~ 

· · Padd y Mac 



TREACHERY 9Y 
UNION 8 -U RE A U C RA T S 

IT IS OF SOmE SICNIFICANCE IN ADDITION, STRIKE ACTION 
that the November, 1965, issus of that is unauthorized by the union 
LIBERTY MACAZINE -- published by ourea~~rats invariabl y tends to 
the I.T.C.W.U . --carried no less comprhmise the latters relations 
than . three articles which cond - eith~r with management o~ the go-
em~ed as irresponsible,and indeed v ernment itself. Indeed, it is 
as covertly irreligious, the act - very significant in this instance 
ions of Irish workers who deemed that bureaucrat Kennedy launched 
it necessary to strike in defence his attack against strike action 
of their riohts . Two of these in Li be rty IYlagazine at a time ~Jhen 
attack&~~ wer~- ieproductjpns of... FL3nn.a Fail was preparing to push 
sermons·-; pv .. ~aci:led at a ret -reat in' -throu.~h legisl~t ion fqt i_r:eciGlate 
Limerick;'tile th'ird; by non-8 other --·industrial relcltions .. .. J Th'e whole 
than -·a---··oubTCn--··-f. T .t:liCO·: . shop ·--· ·aTraii:' smells of· - a--u[At--·in .. ·the 
steward. making between thef'ree State Cov ­

AS TO _THE ANT1 - WDRKING CLASS 
ccintent of the two sermons, and 
th€3 slavish drivel composed by the 
br~inwashed class-trait6r,we have 
no comment to make. All men are, 
after all, entitled totheir opin­
iohs. What is questioned, and 
justly so~ is the motiv~s oF an 
alleged · trad~ union maga~ine, 
which uses its columns to prop ­
agate direct attacks on the leg­
itimate offensive and defensive 
taGtico; of--the working class 
s t r i-k e : :a<; Li..D.n . ..... 

Wt .. ALL KNOW T~AJ THE CREATEB 
peicentage of th~ : country ' s nsws ­
pa0ers ~re controlled by,and used 
in theinterests of,the capitalist 
classi So that when anyone gives 
voice to opinions which are in 
accord with the objects and int ­
er es ts of that class,as in the 
case ·of the fo['ementioned aTticles, 
it .. is inevitable that such ideas 
wi.lJ geL ample coverage. · LV hat 
t b.an ar.e the _l]lOtives . of fhe . I.T.c. 
IAJ.U .• :::. .. in displaying suc6 .... ~iCJ.c1:~ _s_ 
so P.:J.' .. Q.m.inently,_, in their .trade 
u n i 0 n . p a p 8 r .? • T h' e a 'et Tc!r\ w a s 
hardJy_ in · the inter~sfS. . ~[)f Yr_ec~ 
speech! 

THE ANSWER IS 5 I1'11PLE . Ui\J ION 
~ureaucrats abho[' what the y style 
"wildcat strikes";that is , direct 
action taken by the men involved 
in a .. dis . .P.LJ.te with · the "boss'', 
wJtho.LJ.t c_pn_sulting the moguls of 
t_)Jeir u_rlion . . Class warfare waged 
aJ.ono these lines · cons titutes-a 
direct th~e-at to -th-~ dictatcid.al 
basis which bureaucrats, such 
as Kennedy and Co . ,use to control 
a n d m a n i p u.l a t e t h e o r g a n i·z e d 
worker fo~ their own ends. As a 
m at t er of fa c t , "w i l d cat s t r i k e s " 
v·e·r,_.y;; . .-often express· as mu·ch dis­
sention : with the metho.ds of bur ­
eauc·raf'un:io·n-bosses, as do they 
e'nfa.il . . a· s'truggle with the c:ap:. 
i t aT f s C ti·a s 5 . -
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ernment, the repr esentative of 
capitalism in Ireland,and a large 
segment of the trade union lead· 
ership , whereby both will enter 
into. partnership to_ control l~ 
worker; in the interests of the 
community oF course . ·· 

Oi\1 THE WHOLE , THIS TREND IS 
in step with a widespread racket 
that Flourishes in the so - called 
labour circles of mari~ capitali~t 
count ries~ This hiri~es bn ~ rie~ 
class of DRONES . that have emerged 
from the ranks bf trade unionism; 
"labour bosses " who make a career 
out of-manipu~at1n0 the worker in 
the interests of capitalism, in 
I_ eturn for£ respectable s t atus ..!:_Q 
the bouraeois order . Such par ­
asites vote themselves high - level 
salaries . from the hard-earned union 
fees oF workers enrolled in thei r 
tespective unions ; and the capit ­
alists do their part to maintain 
such a position, by refusing to 
treat with any union othet than 
those they term RESPECTABLE and 
RESPONSIBLE . You had a classic 
example of such collaboration 
smoothly at work during the recent 
I.'T.A. strike . Big Business in 
liaison with Big Union Bureaucrats; 
and the poor unfortunate worker 
caught between both, and squeezed 
by both . 

FEW KNOWLEDGEABLE OBSERV ERS 
remain unawa re oF this situation; 
with the result, it is highly 
ludicrous for Sinn Fein , and I.W.P·. 
and the -l·ikes-; ·c. to talk about t-h e 
trade union movement being in a 
P gs it ion to save Ireland.- The · 
fa~t that unions are made up of 
workers does not necessarily make 
them the implement ~f wo r king - cla ­
ss 1nterests .. The·· Labour- ·Party is 
also a workers ·party, ·· but we have 
yet to see it ' operats in their 
fundamental interests. The hard 
fact is, if existing unions and 
the Labour Party were truly str -



ivino to establish aL\Jorkers' Rep ­
ubli~, they would, of sheer nec ­
essity, have to be revolutionary. 
Tt::_e y.,a r_ ~ _not. , : _,Ir:J _~e_!;Jd,. --~t'best 
b oth are ~lth·~_r /t:~~F~_'il~.mls_}\.s-i .·· aP~rj 
log i s·ts- - for-t he;---flou r g e 8-i.s- -GL.d9.L-.:, 

or, racketeers. At the best of 
times the y strive only tomitigate 
the more adverse effects ef c~p-
~talist exploitation; rievet•yet 

~have they m~de any attempt ; to 
destroy the cause of such effects 
~~ the capitalist order itself. 

·. SO, TO PROPOSE. THAT THE 
. union movement and the ·. Labour 

Party represents the only mass 
body which is today in the pos -
it i orir' Cj sa v' i ~f'h 8.; c .o1..fn t.t;y ;::i.S.. very . . f... . /1' . ~· ' ' 
much -i·ike--·strg-qe-s:t-~ing :tna.L-:tJlSl Fine 
~a13/~ :crowd could do the same job. 
T~~-!'i-' t_~ t i s , t h e on l y d i f f e r en c e 
]etween Fine Gael and Fianna Fail 
clr}. :t .h.-e c:one hand, and the combined 
labo~~ ~ ~ovemeAt Or:J .. the otber, is 
purely .one .of- _degree . Because, 
a~l subsc~ibe t6 the existing 
Q):'der, ; and all are; as a ' conse ­
quence,committed .. to the ~aintain ­
anc~ of the fund~fuentals of that 
order. 

* * * 

--------~-- - ---- - --------~-~--~-- --------------- - ~- -~ - - --------------

THE FR~E 
SINCE BEGINNING PU8LICAT10N 

numerous remarks have come t~ our 
attention, to the effect th~t al ­
tho u g h· are h it- ha r d a t: t he R e pub l i can 

·r,lov em·eli+-;:~~ have .9:.9_.!2..§. ea-sy on::th.e 
Free State traitors . We · do.c::~ot 
right ly know what is intended by 
owch ·remarks. However, let one 
f~it be. clearly understood: in 
so far. as ·w e are concerned, the 
Free~ t at e-. w i t h a ll i t s .:g ci r k .§. 

represents the very essence ' of 
treason--to the - traditions, the 
sacrTii c e s: t he a~atTCinS an Q 
the welfar,e £.f. our pe ople , 

· ~ · . 

T 0 us· J H.[ F R E E 5 T A T E · P 0 L IT I C I A N 5 
are nO{h-ing but a bunch of polit -

·· icar· prostitutes, and thei-r--'fi·atJnt 
in Kildare SL--;-not h ing: ·b·ut~-a , -~w l ­
itical brothel founded to pander 
to th~ whims of tha blood-s~cking 
robber b-arons .of . 3ritish imperia­
lism. If we were to devote ~pace 
to the condemnation of the . many 
social,- political . and econornic 
perversities that are continuilly 

~ be in g p e r p et u a t e d by, s u c h lac k e y s, 
w 8 w o u l d h a v e r o o m f o r 1 i t t l e e l s e; 
an_Q would therefore defeat . the 
main purpose Qf. our existence ._ 
-· 

-' "· · OUR PRIMARY 03JECT IS . TO -, SEE 
:: a . d f n a m i C . r e V 0 1 U t i 0 n a r y m 0 _V e rn e n t 
established in Ireland. Now , to 
devote our energies and time to 

~ ~xpbsino the treason . of the Free 
State W~st - 8ritonsjwou1d not con­
tribute. appreciably to the fGJund ­
ing of such a movement . . A.ll . pot ­

•f!ntial re volutionaries shOUI""d know 
bi; no.w whaLthe Free State , ,,crowd 
are~andwilT-:-beFDr s.o 1on~ 

· they exis-t -.-What thev,-:-:dofl'~app ­
. : :; ·~: :' ~ t (J:":raa l i Z e-:-1 S ----rh e -e. X t en-tt 0 

:. :Wli1d1-:- a kind red r:e8c IT on ,,- has 
p r o'l if e·r:a t e d : with .in . -the ' ran k.s.-:clf 
Re pub l .i canTSm : -· itself, ~Tt-Tst.h IS 
reac tion • which--:-:wB"Ciiu~t expose. i f 
we are ev.er going _to: _o.v,e.r .c.ome the 
in er ti:a : t h a-f~ pt es en t:ty"··-:-w:~-1-gtrs· ,. s 0 

heav _ily on_ the ,back . of. .Irish Rep ­
ublicanism, and which represents 

STATE 
a solid roadblOck to our advance. 

CALLI NG THE FREE STATE TRAITORS 
names is not going to endanger 
their position in any way . Ir _ish 
revolutionaries must f .irst clean ­
up their own back ya rd and put 
their ranks in order, so as to .be 
in a position tohit theFree State 
with someth~ng weightier tha n mere 
words. This is our object. 

FURTHERMORE, WE HAVE, FROM THE 
outset, made it qu~te clear that 
iri our v i;;-TheF~t~;-ust be 
comPT8t BTY- dest r ov;d a 1 ono~ I'h 
Stormont, before the count r y- can 
be considered free -. -- We--rail-rD 
see how our attitude . towards the 
Free State could be made any clear ­
er. Most assuredl y our ~tand is 
much cLearer on , and more ant ago n...; 
istic to, the Free State : regime 
than any ~dopted by Sinn Fei0 . We 
don't beat about the bushtwhereas 
they are forever ambiguous . . And 
whats more, althou.qh· we would not, 
e v en l:_~ o u r w i ld e s t d r 8a m s-;5UO g est 
our freedom c~uld be secured 
Qi. a l iei'ninb" Re pUbii c a ;:;-fore: e s with 
.9. Fre·e State polit.ical group, , the 
·si nn Fe'iners · are actually pr·acti­
f.ino such collusion .e_lpr'esent.with 
the bourqeois Labour .£arty. 

FOR OUR PART, ONE FREE 5T4TER, 
regardless of whether he wears a 
bogus labour tag or not,_ ·is as 
fdtte~ is the next. They must all 
cio ;~ .9_te all offs;;rTrios of the 
same ~ ' illicit union between 

· l3Tl1'ish · imperialism and it-s Irish 
mistress. -- -- ----

: FRANKLY, WE DODBT IF OUR POSITION 
- vis - a - vis the Free State could be 
' any clearer; Ahd we fail to see 

how it tan be . said that we are 
harder on the Republican Movement 
than on iL We E_re only l.lli!29. l.2_ 
sav 'e the R. !Yl . from itself ·; we aim 
to see the Free State destrove~ 

B. -



PART ONE CONTINUED 

IN THE PREVIOUS ARTICLE A 
RevDLutionary Programme was brief­
Ly · out lined and defined as a pras ­
e n t a t i on o f t he s o.c ia l , p o L i t i c a l 
an~ ~conom~c goals of a · revolut­
ionary movement. .The fact that 
suCh ~programme exemplified the 
ideriloqica l motivation,and there ­
f o r· e t h e p r in c i p l e s , o f t h e r e v -
elution· was also underlined. 
However, the . realization of a 
r~volutiohary • programme tequires 
pbinning, to ·take into account the 
resources ofthe revolwtion and of 
the opposition to it, - to select 
tha meens by .. which the revolution 
adv~nces, and to dictate the emo­
loyment · of ·• - revolutionary - fnrces 
an~ · rcsou~ces; Such . rliver~ i fied 
planning falls under the general 

0 head in g 0 f p 0 l icy . 

REVOLUTIONARY ·POLICY . · 
- -

A REVDL'UTIONARY. POLICY REPR;ESENTS 
a·n- assessment:·- of- any give_n: sit _­
u at i on , and t h e s t r a. t- e g i-c and­
tactical plans adopted for the 
enip-Loy·ment of re·valut ionary forces 
ind resources in that situation1 
~ram this it .can be seen that a 
fundament a l d i Ff ere n c e exists bet -
~een the . basis of a revolutionary 
programmec·;and the various policies 
conceived to realize it; And it 
is pr ecise ly this difference, by 
no means obscure or undefinable, 
that causes much confusion in the 
appreciations of many Irish Rep~ 
ublicans• 

A PROCRAMM~ EXPRESSE~ THE 
PRINCIPLtS onwhich the revolution 
is founded . IQ modify such g_ E..I.Q­
o r a m m e , Q.E. l.9_ p u r s u e .§. c o u r s _e £1. 
action antagonistic l.9_ its fulFp ­
m en t , r e p r e s e·n t s .£ p o s i t i v e v i o 1-
ation of PRINCIP LE. On the othet 
hand, pol ic_ies are dictated by 
prevai lin g conditions; of nec­
cessity, they must change ~s con 
ditions alter, or when new oppor ­
tunities emerge. The .9DJ:.y princ ­
iple aovernina policy_, is the 

.pr .inciple of camoatabilitv with 
the ultimate realization of the 
""[;VoTUTI~v proaramme i t is 

-desianed lE_ ~· 

. . THIS SOMEWHAT BRIEF OUTLINE 
should at least serve to illustrate 
a great .weakness among contempory 
Irish Republicans; that is, ·the 
tendenc·y- _ to cohfuse ~policies for 
a p ro· g r ·a m m e , arid t h e r e f or e t o t on -
fiJ:se ·p-f;intiples wit.h strategic and 

· t ·actit-a-1 --e xpedienc·ies. An Irish 

BY -

JER. COLLINS 
re volutionary pr_ogramrne must be 
b~serl on the destruction of the 
neo -c olonial system, and the con­
struction of anew socialist order. 
The employment of Fo,rce to achieve 
this end is purely g matter of 
policy; and for that matter,so is 
the participation,or nonpaiticip~ 
ation in the arena of parliament ­
ar y politics . However,expeiieh ce, 
coupled with a pragmatic assess ­
ment of current . conditions in 
Ireland, points to . the use of 
force as the only re a list i c p o li q. 
An~ in this sense only is fprce 
~omplemen.tary to our principles~ 
.On -th e other h~~d, should the 
unp~recede_nted occur, wherein our 
obj_ectives could be gained with ­
out- t.h-e use of forc _e, . . afld Lilh_er·e 
the ._ ;J.s3 of force could ind~ed 
c-omplic-ate, rathe.r than ,compieni-ent, 

-· t-h .e re-a.lization of a 'prognim_me, 
_then, uri'der th,Qse .. particular 
·circumstances a pollcy of physi~ ­
~ al force would . in fatf _~e in .dir­
_ect ~iolat i6n of our ~rlnciples, 
since it would be ~~tag6rifst ic to 
the-realization of our programme. 
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AN UNDERSTANDING OF 1HE 0[RY 
clear differences between prog ­
ramme and policy is c om plicated 
in our particular case, l) by the 
lack of revolutionary theoret ic­
ians to char t our struggle over 
the years; 2) by the fact that 
the contempory ·Republican ~love'ment 
has never bothered· 'itse lf with 
such a thing as a revol~tion~~y 
progrimme, at least not since its 
reor ganization i~ the late ' 40's . 
T h e p r e s en t m o v em e n t .. in.v o 1 v e s 
itself entirely in matteis of 
policy,which have nevor b een des­
igned to serve a clear-cut prog ­
r a m m e . I n o t h e r tu ci r d s , t h e c on -
t em p or v R e pub 1 ic an--le'" de r s - a r e 
akin to --the ---c:~;-PTain--o-~'-a Sil.lp 
w h o s p 8n d s t=l1 s -tTrii-8 -cE a r TIn a- t h e 
course of hl:'S- vo'/20eWlthout hav-: 
in g an v - -past -1 c ~l~-Ci e 5-:-Gr:;atT oilT n 
mind . 

AS A MATTER OF HISTOR ICAL 
accuracy i t s ho uld, perhaps, be 
mentioned that t~~ I.R.A. lead~r ­
ship of 1933 is~ued one of the 
ve r y few revolutionary progra~m9s 
that has ever e~anated from an 
Irish· revolu tio~ary movement . 
That the men Llf ::i1-:o:t ti:nle ,f.ailed 
to a~hi~~J~ i::-,e:. r oo2i'1s drr~s-~ ::not 
det-~act --- F.ro~ tl19ir p-osition~; at 
least they pre~en~~d a co~eient 
programme, and con ceived policies 
to realize it . Their failure lay, 
in part zt l~~st , i n the realm of 
their p o 1 i c i e s . H .JL•J e ve r , aLthough 



the best of revolutionaries ~an , 
and v er y o F t en d o , m a k e p o l icy 
mistakes,it takes a bunch of ~6m ~ · 
plete idiots, such as th.e present 
leaders of the Republican .l'li'ovement, 
to prdpose the building of a new 
nation state without the shreds of 
an understandable policy to guide 
them. · 

HAVINC ESTABLISHED THE ROLE 
~f policy in the overall frameLuork 
of revolution, it is necessary to 
proceed and sub - divide polic y 
itself. 

IT HAS ALREADY SEEN SAID THAT 
revolution in Ireland involves the 
two phased process of d~struction 
and reconstruction ; with both 
dovetailed together to comple~ent 
t h e u l t i m a t e r ea l i z a.t i on o F a r e v -
olutionary program'lle. Now , since 
the revolution must be divided 
into two distinct , though co~plem­
entary , phases, the over - ridino 
trend in policy must be likewise 
influenced for maximu~ efficienc y 
and results. Consequently, to 
expedite explanations, the dom ­
inating policy during the initial 
period can be classed as War Pol ­
icies;and those of the second per ­
iod , Reconstruction policies. 

L\IAR PGL ICY --- ----
IT IS POINTLESS TO 

talk on what should be done to 
save the country, unless you are 
in the position to imple~ent your 
proposals . Therefore, having for­
mulated its programme, an Irish 
revolutionary move~Eint must assess 
the situation,formulate plans for 
the mobilization of support, and 
then commit its forces against 
the stat!:!..§. quo in a struggle For 
state power. 

POWER IS THE KEY TO 
revolutionary success; unless a 
movement succeeds in its struggle 
for state power its hopes, lts 
aims,its aspirations for a better 
and more equable life For the 
nation's people amount to nothing 
more than wishful thinking. It is 
for this re as on that the quest For 
power looms so large in revolut­
ionary appreciations during the 
initial stage of the revolution. 
However, it is of equal import ­
ance that a revolutionary leader ­
ship retain this quest for power 
in its proper perspective . State 
power is itself but a means in th.s_ 
5-;r:vice of the revof~t ion' and is 
not an end Tn-itself . For--rhis 
reason, -aTtEOu~all ~eans can in 
theory be justifiably employed by 
the revolution in its struggle For 
power, in practice, limits are 
imposed by the necessity to stre n -

,u Qu sly guard a t a l.l t1i ,m 8 s a g a ins t 
~h'Y. v e ntu r e .. o r c d l)].~:.:hl~~ f1l en t t h a t 
w 0 u l d t e n d . - •t. -0 c 0 m p r 0 m i s e t h e 
status or Functioning of the body 
which is to symbolize state power 
once victory has been achieved. 

IT IS NATUR AL THEN THAT 
although LV ar Policies ~ust be dic ­
tated by the need of doing what 
is necessary and what is possible 
to re a l i z e power , at the same t i me, 
they must also be governed by the 
paramount demand of avoiding any 
compromising action, even though 
such ac t ion may hold the possib ­
ility of a quicker victory on the 
surface. In other words, when War 
Policy is being formulated at any 
given point, its makers cannot 
isolate the ranqe of their eval ­
uations to within the scope and 
demands of the pa rticular revol ­
utionary phase they are engaged 
in. They must at all times look 
beyond that juncture where state 
power is actually acquired by the 
forces of the re vo lution,and take 
into consideration the probability 
of any longranged repercussions 
a course of act ion they contemplate 
initiating may have, or could 
possibly have, on the ultimate 
revolutionary reconstruction of 
the nation: 

A FACTOR WHICH SHOULD, 
perhaps, be reemphasized, is that 
bearing on the employment of phy ­
sical force. Force is an element 
which can be used in a variety of 
ways other than in its obvious 
for~ of ~ilitary action. However, 
we are not concerned here with 
any partf~ular policy governing 
its employment;more specifically , 
we are inter~sted in basic att­
itudes towards (ts employment . 

OF NECESSITY, A REVOLUTIONARY 
movement, ~ust, From the outset, 
regulate its policies on the 
premise that Force will have to be 
used in the struggle For powei. 
Both pri:rcedent and ordinarv common 
sense points to the realism of 
this stand . On the other hand, 
while a revolutionary movement 
~ust organize and prepare for the 
employment of physical Force, 
should it so happen that an unique 
opportunit y presents . itselF to 
Faci~i~ate the ascendancy of rev ­
olutionary forces withbut its use 
naturally the leadership will not' 
turn _.it down. On such an eventual ­
ity policies can easily be realig ­
ned to avail of the opportunity. 

THE IMPORTANT THINC TO BEAR 
in mind, i~ l~£l althouqh it is 
r e l a t i V e l y s i m p l e F 0 r a r 8 V 0 l uti on­
arv ~ement, that has from the 
beqinninq oet ermined its prooress 
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on - '[!OllCleS Which ~~the ,emp~ 
T'[jyment ' £f_ fdrce,l_£.E_g - adjust rap ­
-illY ~ exploit _§_Qy opportunity 

_to acquire power Q_ypeacefulmeans; 
it is practically imposs-ible for 
a movement whose ' ·.-p:t<oqress relies 
on - jJOTTCl8s oJ-:';iJeaceful - means ~ 
c;hanoe its .:ccrurse : t.uith equal 
success and s'p'eetf, -- when it has 
been demonstrated'that forceoffers 
_t~he Qnly solu'tion.~he truth of 
thisstatement is substa-ntiated 
over and over in the pages of 

_history; - it is an uncontestable 
fact. 

CdNSEQUENTLY, THE MOTTQ OF 
~ - r~volutionary movement m~st 
al~~ys -be- : '---lAie are go i ng to pre­

----p a r e f or ; : a n d u s e , . f or c e ,_ t o a c q u -
-- ire Ol=lr-- objects. Ho.wever, _ sbduld 
the ene:my be so kind. as _ _t_o __ v_acate 
the field and allow tb. e. ~revolution 
to march forward without h lh d ~ ~ ­
ance, then, we will n~turally 
avail of the_ situation . 

-- -'R£[-0-N STRUt T I ON. P O.U.CY . 

---'--'--BASICALLY, -THESE_PDLICIES 
are th6~e formulated for the reg ­
ui~tion of the revolution's adv ­
a~ce once stafe power is in the 
hands of the revolutionaries. 

PQLICIES GOVERNING THE 
_country's reconstruction, along 
lines compatible to the principles 
oF S~cii~iism, are of tremendous 
importance; Indeed, there are 
many cases Luhere the revolutionary 
forces experienced succe~s on the 
battlefield, only to lo~J- their 
way when it came to t ·he '··,implem­
entation of the social, political 
and economic changes that just~ 
if ied their existence iri the first 
place. So that when revolution­
aries do acquire powe r ,they rr.ust 
be constaritly on the alert against 
the emergence of any attitudes 
tending tn foster the reactionary 
notion that the job - f's ' now com­
plet_ed for all practical purposes; 
or ideas that the revolution can 

- -- -a-Fford--to, gi1Te ·a ·r itt:te -het a and 
there withou.t-Lmdu.e.adverse effects. 
The job is far from being done, 
and the revolution can no more 
afford to com~romise during the 
course of national recon s truction, 
t~an it could during the period 
of struggle against enemy forces. 

IN MANY RESPECTS IT COULD. 
be said th.at the period of nation ­
al recdnstruction is one d~ring 

··which . errors of policy more easily 
occur, . th~n during ~he period of 
struggle against the forces of the 
reactionary regime. Or perhaps 
it is more correct to say: erron ­
eous p o} i c i e s -can· r em a in u n de t e c t -
od for ~ greater time during the 
reconstruction period,than during 
the PJriod of armed struggle. Th:is 

·can develop; First, through a 
relaxation in revolutionary vig ­
·ilance·,arisino fromthB mi-sta-ken, 
t h o u g h f r e q u.e.n t., - n o t i o n t ha t t h e 
revolution Ls a -reality once the 

-strugg'le foL.:power is w_on. Sec -
ondly,due td the growth ·Df arrog ­
ance in leadership ~ircles; which 
can express itself - -- in ~-.the shape 
of pursuing policies that the 
people . ln general aDe - not yet 
ready to accept; . _on the premise 
that the leadership knows what is 
best for the people, This latt~r 
contention may well be true. 
Nevertheless1the role of revolut­
ionaries is not to under~ake the 
consttGctiub of a socialist state 
as their exclusive responsibility, 
but, _t_£ auide the people~ their 
rebuildina £f their~ country. 

THE FUNDAMEN~AL DIFFERENCE 
between a Socialist and a bourg­
eois revb~ution, is t~at. ~hile 
ths latter represents a struggle 
for state power in . the interests 
of a particular mtnority class, 
the former represents one for mass 
emancipation. As a - result, alth ­
ough- boGtgeois revolutionaries 
rely mainly on popular support for 
the winning of their revolution, 
once: they have that power in their 
hands they invariably proceed to 
arrange things in the interests of 
their class; disregarding the 
interests of the masses when ~uch 
interests conflict with their . own. 
The great bourgeois cry ~f: LIB­
ERTY; EQUALITY, FRATERNITY, takes 
into accouht only thebourgeoisie; 
it has never yet been known to 
include the "Lower Or ders,", as 
they style the working classes. 
To the bourgeois revolutionary, 
the people is a very , abstract 
phrase indeEld; but to the revol ­
utionary Socialist it is an entir ­
ely different matter . The Soc­
ialist r~volutionary is of the 
people and For th~ people in the 
fullest serise of the tetm; and 
should he ever forget this, and 
set himself up in the garb of a 
bureaucrat, orderin~ the people 
around, you can be sure that 
there is one revolution on the 
road to ruin. 

STATE POLVER, IN THE HANDS 
of a revolutionary le~dership , 
must only be used to Forward the 
revolution, by doing what is 
necessary in a tempo regul~ted by 
what is p os s i b le at any g i v en t i m e. 
A revolutionary leadership cannot, 
through the employment of the rev ­
olutionary movement backed by the 
might of state power, proceed to 
construct the new society by 
decree, completely disregarding 
the attitudes and voice qf the 
mass of the people, and -at the 
same time expect to realize -in the 
end that concept of society envis­
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ioned by the philosophy .. of · Revol ­
utionary Socialism. For success 
in reconstruction,a strict equal­
i b.r i u m mu s t , a t a ll t i m e s b e m a i n -
tained betw~en the revolutionary 
leadership,the re volutionary mov ­
e~ent and the ~ass of the people. 
In a word, socialist reconstr~ct­
ion represents a co - operative 
endeavour between the leadership,: 
the movement and the mass of the 
people; and in this undertaking 
state power is merely a tool to be 
used just li ke any other, and not 
a whip with which to dfi0e the 
people towards their salvation. 

THE SOCIALIST RECONSTRUCTION 
oF a countr y .represents the labours 
of ·ns peOpTe "to tJuild a societY 
wh-Ich is to l "he ·adv21ntage of all. 
Howeve r, the structure that ult-
imately emerges in any given 
country can only reflect the 
amount of labour which has been 
devoted to its building . No people 
~21n expect such a blessing as a 
gift; no revolutionary movement 
and its leadership can say to the 
pe.ople : give us your support in 
our struggle for state power, ar.d 
we will give you a socialist state 
in which all will enjoy benefits 
hitherto undreamed of. No !! If 
such a state is to be created, 
then the people themselves must 
b.u il d i t ; t h e r e v o l u t i on a r y l e a d .;. 
ership and the move~ent can only 
instruct, direct and co - ordinate 
its creation . It is of the utmost 
importance that revolutionaries 
grasp this fact from thebeginning; 
an d that they keep it in mind 
w~en they are formulating policy 
a~ any given time. And it is for 
t~is re ason also that the danger 
of isolating consideraii6~s for 
any given policy, to within the 
Li,rnits oF immediate demands, has 
besn stressed throughout. It may, 
for example,appear SMART POLITICS 
to make all sorts of promises when 
yo u are appealing for support to 
wage a struggle For power . 8ut 
what happens when power is . act­
ualiy yours, and you find your­
self in the inevitable pdsition 
oj not being able to pay up? You 
can, of course, use you r newly 
acquired power to keep the people 
in line; you can also use state 
power to coerce tha people into 
the building of th21t dr~er oF 
things you promis.e:d would b-e real ­
ized so readil y and so painlessl y. 
aut what the end. result .of this 
course Luould be is .. difficult to 
say. 

IT IS DBVIDU~ THA T AT THIS 
stage it is ;impractical to extend 
our d is cuss iD n on the b as is of 
proposing sp~ci F ic policies to 
m~~t the neerls oF our own partic ­
ular situatior ~ in Ireland. ~e 

must, of ne·c·essily, limit t he di ­
scourse: l ) t.d: .. ::i l Lust rat i ng the 
role of policy io ":the revolution­
ary pr ocess as a .illh.Ole, s .. o as to 
clearl y define its :pro i]e r ·.fL.inction; 
2) to establiS:hill.g some basic 
teneths which g.o.'j_e.r.n the:Jo rmu.la.t ­
i .0.9 of policy ; e_sp eciaTl y - ~some 
poji}Js that maY. __ ea:sily_.~ .. b:e ... OVEJr ­
looked by students ... in thei.r. study 
of revolutionery techniquEis . The 
great need is to de~onstrate over 
and over, that this business of 
revolution cannot be reduced to 
such relatively simple terms as 
learning how to use a gun , and 
then taking ofF across the hills 
to take a shot at a " 8 " Special, 
or the likes: Revolution rePres ­
ents political ~tiOQ under the 
most demandiQg £f conditions; it 
is .9. haven neither For ~,roq ­
u e·s · QI adventu r ers. 

THE GREAT TROU3LE WITH MANY 
who have set themselves up as 
l ea de r s o f I r e.l and ' s c a u se -,.- ··is ·· 
that ~ uJOuld E_Q£ear to possess 
9..!2 J:D.finite capacity 1.Q confu~ ~ 
rssolution for a revolution. With 
th8f;5U'Tt-,--t heir t endency is 
to approach the latter with a 
shallowness so oFten prevalent in 
the making of the former . This 
r~actio n ary state of affairs has 
to be eliminated if we are ever 
to get anywhere . In t e.res t ed 
parties must knuckle down t~ the 
task of learning the ins and outs, 
the demands and the ptOCGss, of 
revolution; and then put this 
knowledge to work. 

A~~IN, LET IT BE REMEMBERED 
that the profession of a revol ­
utionary is not merely relat~d to 
the correct leadership of apeople 
.in their strugg le for freedom , but 
also to correct leadership during 
that period when the people must 
work, and wo r k hard,to give a 
durable substance to their new ­
found stetus . 

To be continued. 

'l'C OU~ RE:AS>EffS 
I.~ITH THIS, THE 4th ISS UE OF 

AN PHG3LACHT, we can confidently 
s21y we are here to stay . To date, 
the tes pon se to our venture just ­
ifies our efforts, and also makes 
obvious .. the areat necessity for 
increasing the-circulation, size 
and coverage oF the paper . In 
orc!er·,:; to ensure the future success 
of ~~ PH03LACHT , ~.§. nee.Q.--your 
supoort,both mor21l and Financial . 
Oo not withold -;hat support you 
can af(o rrl. Your oenerous help 
today ·call assist "enormously in 
the ta~k of re vivino the rev ­
ol u tionar y ef f.ort n~cessary to 
sec ure our independence . 
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