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THE NATION



ONE OF THE BETTER . FEATURES

of 3 Sinn Fein Ard Fhels is that
it is =an o©ccasion on which the
leaders of the Republican Movement
are practically forced to voice
openly their opinions on social,
political and =economic matters.

This affords people like ourselves
the opportunity to assess changes,
if any, in the thinking of the
leadership, and thereby reevaluats
our own position vis-a-vis the
Republican Movement.

THIS YEAR'S PRESIDENTIAL
Address touches on matters of pol-
itical, economic and historic con-
tent. Therefore it offers a rare
opportunity to appraise the intel-
lectual level of the men who are
considered the elite of the Move-
ment. In all probability Tom Gill,
as President of Sinn Fein, had a
ma jor say in the wording of the
statement he read to the Convent-
ion. However, it would be unfair
to blame ° him entirely Ffor its
contents, . because it undoubtingly
. passed the scrutiny of his assoc-
iates before being presented.

CONNOLLY MISQUOTED.

ALL OUR READERS SHOULD 3 AWARE
by now that the SimmFéin "econo-
mists" <consider 1t practical to
salvage our chaotic economic pos-
ition by developing a co-operative
system of land management in areas

cof low.yleld; and UGy encouraging
the ¥growth of credit unions =and
by establishing a state banking

system so0 as to make available
cheap credit for both industrial
and agricultural development.

There is nathing mew in this idea;
idts. omifiral source can be eazily
traced%” - However, we will pass it
Fer +the moment to first challenge
Mr. Gill on his unscrupulous man-
ipulation of the writings of
‘James, Connolly to give 3 revolut-
ionary  base to Simn Fein's co-cp
poliey s

WHEN EXPOUNDING ON SINN FEIN'S
latest fad, Mr. Gill remarked:
"Many people tHIMFK that they have
no choice but to support an unchr-
istian capitalist and individual
ist system or to support an anti-
religious. materialist and commun-
ist system. The alternative is
co-operativism as: preached by
James Connaolly -- thst is co-oper-
ative control of the means OF
production, distribution and gxch-
ange." He went on to claim that
..."Connolly said 'Sociaglism implies

EDITORIAL

co-operative control by the
workers . of the machinery of pro-
duction; in the absence of such
control we have nought but State
Capitalism' ".

TO BEGIN, CONNOLLY WROTE:
"State ownership and control 1is
not necessarily socislism...but
the ownership by the state of all
the land and materials for labour,
combined with the co-operative
control by the workers of such
land and materials would besocial
ism." By omitting the fundamental
necessity, state Ownership, Mr.
Gill has placed an entirely diff-
erent meaning on co-operative
control.

THE LAND CU-OPERATIVE SYSTEM
being sponsored by Sinn Fein, is
similar tothat which was advocated
by Horace Plunkett and associates
during the early years of the pre-
sent century, and which entailed
the collective management of a
group of private holdings. It is,
or should be, very obvious to all
that this isentirely different to
a land co-operative where the own-
grship of the land is vested in
the state, and its control and
managemgnt vested in the community
waorking it.

IF MR. GILL IS5 WELL VERSED IN
the writings of James Connolly --
which we doubt very much -- he may
arque rthat Connclly looked with
favour on=the co-operative activ-
ities of Plunkett. Yes! But things
must beretained in proper context
if we are to ascertain their true
meaning. Connolly considered the
Plunkett co-operative .'scheme a
positive contribution,in that its
functioning could very well awaken
the Ffarming cammunity to the
benefits of community ownership in
the Marxian sense, and thereby
pave the way to an acceptance of
socialism -- and let us not for-
get that James Connolly was aself-
proclaimed Marxist. However, it
was ane thing Ffor Connolly, the
socialist, to look with favour on
the <co-operative schemgs of an

"gpolitical movement; it would be

a different matter to expect his
approval were the same scheme
forwarded &as & panacea for our
gconomic ills by a political mov-
ement styling itself revolutionary

NO, ™MR. GILL, yOU
wangle a blessing for Sinn Fein's
co-operative schemes from the
writings of James Connolly;unless,



of course, you misqguote. On the
other hand, should you desire an
understanding of what Connolly
considered state ownership incom-
bination with the <co-operativs
control by the workers --and note
the term WORKERS-- you should lonok
into both the agricultural and
industrial systems._gs.functioming
in a socialist country. --We app-
reciate, of course, that any sys-
tem adopted in Ireland will
to bedictated by Irish conditions.
But, an examination of a country

such as China for instance will
at least give an opportunity to
understand what Connolly had in
mind.

THE TROUBLE
is that its leaders have, in some
degree, come to apprecliate the
capitalist content of their org-
anization's economic policies that
were inherited fromGriffithH. They
have a vague idsa that these are
bad;but they actually do not know
yet why this is so. 0On the other
hand, they viesw socialism through
bourgeois spectacles,so that they
find it difficult to accept the
economic tenets of socialism as
an alternmative to their old poli-
cies. Still, they cannot condemn
socialism outright; obviously it
has achieved a lot of good in many
areas. Hence the perplexity which
Mr. Gill endeavours to solve by
saying "Communism...zs it has man-
ifested itself in many countries

.is not an ideolcgy which would
commend itself to the Irish peopls”
The ambiguity of this statement is
apparent. Is he issuing a blanket
condemnation of communism? Cr, is
he merely condemning that which
manifests itself inmany socialist
countries, as distinct Ffrom all
SDClallSL countries? Frankly, we
don't know.

THE SAME PERPLEXITY IS5 EVINCED
in Mr. GCill's contention that Sinn
Feln wants neither capitalism nor
socialism. They desire somsthing
suspended between both; they want
gconomic -betweenism, and they
are endeavouring to use James
Connolly 3s =2 basis Ffor this
utopian concept. In reaslity, the
economic policy nowbeing promoted
by Sinn Fein 1s immeasurably rem-

oved from any stand James Connnlly

ever took, It is nothing more
than abizarre mixture of re-hashed
Proudhonism and the Social Credit
theories of Major C.H. Douglas.
And since history stands as the
best judge on both of these isms,
we have not intention now of
wasting any further space to shouw
up their asbsurdities. N

INTE.Q\ETINC REVOLUTION.

. Fa

"WE MUST FACE UP TO THE
act tLthat we are z revolutionaroy
Orgarisation..." says Mr. Gill.

have

WITH SINN FEIN®

"a smattering

W o e T

‘the nmature of

Yes indeed, but there are so many
conflicting interpretztions on
what constltutes Tevolution. For-
tunately an additionzl gem aof

)
wisdom affords an opportunity to
assess the advances made by the

Sinn Fein leadership in their und-

erstanding of the revolutionary

process. The Presidential Address
continues: "This 1is the age of
fresdom...The work of theAmerican

and Ffrench Revolutionaries .are
today begaring fruit...."

DID THE COMPOSER OF THESE LINES
know what in ths hell he was
writing; did Tom Gill know what
he was saying, when he read these
lines to  the Convention? The
American and French Revolutions,
in conjunrtion with the Cromwell-
ian revolution, represent the
origins of bourgeols democracy,
which in turn represent the found-
ation stones of modern capitalism
and imperialism. Consequently,
the legitimate heirs of the rev-
olutionary motivation of the fore-
going zre thepresent-day capital-
ists and imperialists. We will
agree that the bourgeols revolu-
tions are still '"bearing fruit."
Imperialist aggression all over
the world,and capitalist exploit-
ation in general, attest toc that.
But we doubt that this 1s actually
what Mr. Gill, or the Sinn Fein
moguls, had in mind. In their
innocence and 1lgnorance of the
essence of revclution they simply
put their foct in it; completely
unaware that, to anyone with sven
' of knowledge on the
revolutionary process, they were
making complete 1idiots of them-
selves.

MODERN REVOLUTION, WHICH FOR
ctical purposes iswusually con-
ered to encompass all progress
revolutionary uphpavwls since
Paris Commune of 1871, poss-

es 2 completely different base
an did the American or French
Revolutions. Today, zll progress-
ive revolutions are socialist in
content; that is to say, regard-
less of whether or not socialist
theories exert an influence on a
presaent-day revolution at its out-
sat, they will inevitably become
the dominating influence due to
forces which will
invariably cppose the progress of
the revolution. In other words
a present-day revolution need not
necess nrlly be initiated by doct-

T

rinaire ocialists to become 2
socialist revolutlan. The predic-
table capltells opposition to the
revolution will direct it towards
a :Dcialist orientation, and if
it is to advance, then, the rtev-
olution itself will infact create
15 oOwn doctrinaire sCciglists.

THE SINN FEIN BRAINS-TRUST
may attempt to counteract this



rather simplified analysis of a
very complex process, Dby saylng
the Irish Revolution of 1816-22
was not socialist. ‘True. gut
neither was it successful.  The
Rarsh truth is that despite the
heroism shown by I.R.A. combatants
in thewar against vastly superior
forces, and despite the fact that
the I.R.A. initiated many of the
tactical elements of revolutionary
guerilla warfare ,the predominan t
political influence: -within the
revolutionary movement was react-
ionary. This is readily manifest
by the turn of events in 1922; and
in what happened afterwards.

STILL; DESPITE ALL @F THIS
there 1s also evidence that by
1922 the actual pressures of the
Irish struggle were forging a
csocialist consciousness ina small
activist nucleus. And had .the
struggle been more protracted, it
is at least conceivable that this
element would . eventually have
gxerted itself to direct the rev-
olution along a more progressive
path. Obviously, all of this is
purely speculative. But keep in
mind also that the Irish struggle
of - that period was wvery short
indeed when compared tocontempory
~.struggles for national liberatlion.

Consequently,many of the contrad-
ictions inherent” in the revolut-
ionary movement were not resolved.

IT IS5 PARADOYXICAL PERHARS,BUT IT
could well be that had Ireland
suffered more and Ffor a longer
periogd during that era wecall the
TAN WAR, it mey in the 1long run
have suffered less. Because, had
a2 condition of social, political
and economic turmoil, comparable
say tothat experienced in Algerisa,
.oceurred. in Ireland at that time,
the limitations of Sinn Ffein's
bourgeois and petty = bourgeois
policies would have been ‘exposed
for what they were, as would the
Sinn Feiners. ~ But the struggle
was not.sufficiently  intense to
resaolve this reaction., Hence, we
have had over 40 years of mis-
management in Ireland that is the
direct nutcome of the reactionary
politics which governed the Irish
struggle between 1917-22. Look at
all the suffering both direct and
indirect which this has incurred?
And the hard fact still prevails
that the Irish Revolution still
remains to be consumated; the
contradictions and political re-
action whichdestroyed theprevious
=ffort still remain tobe resolwed;
znd this will undoubtingly demand
further sacrifics andsuffering on
the part of the people. 50 it can
be seen why we say it may have

n if the nation had
Fered mors during the TAN WAR

EXBLOITING SOC
g L

“and in a manner

and had woen, rather than have
endured-what it -did to.gain  that
pittance of freedom it received.

IALIST IDEAS.

~A PERUSAL OF THE PRESIDENTIAL
Statement as a whole cannot fail
but convince one that Sinn Fein is
living in z lifttle world of its
own . Not alone are its ideas on
revolution outdated by.at least a
century anmd a half,but all ef its
evaluations are based on sub jective
rather than objective interpreta-
tions of existing conditions. The
Address is, of course, ideally
suited to draw cheers from the
floor of the Convention, with its
usual collection of cliches on
freedom, the rights of man, even
a harsh word here and there for
the capitalist,and a2 bit of back-
handed praise Ffor socialism. A
good mixed brew that 1s ensured
not to offend the .sensibilities
of any but the downright West-
Briton.

AL
F

THIS TREND OF GIVING A SGCIALIST
fFlavour to its policies isnew for
Sinn Feln. The whole affair 1is
quite harmless of course,but still
the Sinm Feliners nodoubt think it
the height of progress to mention
such a word as "Communist" before
the faithful; it shows how broad-
minded they have become. However,
the progressive minded Republicans
throughout the country should be
wary 0of this wventure into a soc-
ialist vocabulary on the part of

Sinn Fein, and not be lead to
believe that it implies a chahge
of heart on their part. Judge

them by their actions amrd not by
their words; it is always safer.
During the- latter years of the
last century Connolly had this to

" say sbout theUnited Irish Leanue,

which at the time was . indulging
in the use of some radical phrases
very -similar to
ithe present-day 5inn Felners:

"So far Bur United..Irish-Leagueg
agitators are borrowling the argu-

.megnts of 'the soclialists: “to suit

their own purposes;but they, with
characteristic class selfishness,
stop. short at  the application
thereof." g

HOW TRUE? WORDS ARE EASY
encugh to employ;and safer by Fat
than deseds. If Sinn Fein-truly
desires tc embzrk on a revolutiom-
ary road,  then leat us -sge some
agtion in that direction. Let
them dispense with the flowery
phrases and proceesed with the work
in a pragmatic a2nd honest fashion
When that day zppears,this little
paper will have done its work.
It will them be silent.



THE EDITOR'S POST BAG

"THE FOLLOWING IS A FAIR
cross-section of the letters we
have recelved sincebeginning pub-
ligation.

% * *

THE IRISH WORKERS PARTY.

ADVICE RECEIVED
the Kremlin's baoys.
..."As an Irish Republican (inter-
nee 1940's) and = Communist, I am
writing to you to express my ind-
ignation with regard to your pub-
lication. Not since the so-called
Catholic paper '"The Standard"
attacked the Communist Farty some
years ago have I read suchcritic-
ism of the party of the Irish
Working Class. ’

my ADVICE TO YOU I5 TO CEASE
publication,as there are too many
papers 1n dreland seeking to put
forward . progressive views today.
Neither my comrades nor myself
think that Republican differences
should be aired publicly, as it
can only profit the enemies of the
cause."

FROM DONE OF

* * *

THIS GREAT CONCERN FOR THE
Republican Movement, which has
lately taken hold of the I.W.P.,
is amazing. ‘A few years back thay
viewed Republicans a bunch of
degenerate petty bourgeoisnation-
alists. Of course we are well
aware of the —reasons for this
change of heart, but we'll let it
pass for the time being.

A5 TO HELPING THE ENEMIES OF
the cause by airing thedifferences
which have rent the revolutionary
front asunder: we wculd point out
that our paper is only circulated
azmongst members of organizations
or groups styling themselves"Rep-
ublican", or "Progressive." In
any event, since .thg real enemies
of our cause are already well
aware of the inner conflicts, and
their sources, it is difficult to
understand how harm could be done
by giving s public opinion on the
reasons why the situation is as
it 1is.

ONLY THE GENERAL PBUBLIC
would be enlightened. by airing
openly +the causes of Republican-
ism's present dilapidated =state.
Then, perhaps, the Irish peopl
would really appreciate why th
movement has degesnerated to h
degree it has. But no! COur half
assed revolutionaries wouldrather
keep thecauses of all the dissent-
ion over thepast few decades b=t-
ween themselves and the "Castle"
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AT PRESENT OUR PAPER HAS
only a limited circulation. There
fore, it just brsaks the surface
in its attempt to expose the
stupidity, the ignorance and the
downright reaction that prevails
within the rtanks of organized Rep-
ublicanism, and other self-styled
revolutionary groups. But give.us
a little more time tomobilize the
resources necessary to expand
operations, and we'll tell the
people in general =all about the
Sawdust-Casesars and little Tin-
Gods that have methodically des-
troyed the effectiveness of .the

Irish revolutionary effort over the
years, so as to reduce 1t to a
size which they could manage.

These individuals haven't got the
intelligence of a mentzally retarded
Flea; and their handiwork is the
best evidence of this.

BFOCR OLD FRANCO.

ARE ALSC HOWLING.
Foreign events in
our first issue brought zstack: of
letters in defence of Franco. - It
was difficult tomake senss out of
most of them; but we did get the
message -- there are alot of BLUE
SHIRTS around vyet, =and they are
as thick as saver. Here 1s an
extract from one letter:

"AS AN ARDENT ADMIRER UF GEN.
Franco, the saviour of Europe
a2galnst Communism, the man whose
cause was oObstructed by both de
Valera and 2ritain at the same
time;whose armies were 0Opposad by

..(A) handful of so-called Irish
Republicans linked with the ranks
of the British Tommies inthe Int-
ernational Brigades ...I was dis-
appointed in the organ styling
itself AN PHOBLACHT ..:Rid.Russia
would be delighted with your cor-
respondent's vapourings on Spain.
...The 5Spaniards can look after
their present-day interests them-
selves without Irishmen and -I
hope their allegiance (Irishmen?)

THE FASCISTS
Cur comments an

is to Ireland and not to the Com-
intern."” :
* * *
WELL, IT TAKES ALL KINDS TG
make a world. However, for our

money Franco never was any goad,
and never will beany good. History
condemns him a2s a2 mass murderer,a
racist, a fascist, and a dictator
who has exploited religion to
further his crusade ageainst poli-
tical freesdom, economic democracy,
and human dignity in gensral. If
our resaders don't already know



what Franco isz,and what bp stard
for, therte is little chenck th
we can egnlighten them in a couple
af lines' off typd. ' )

WE wOUuLD ONLY LIKE TGO ADD THAT
the articles on foreign revolut-
ionary svents have been omitted
due to lack of space. We anticip-
ated this, but thought it best to
make our general position clear
so that =everyone  knew where we
stood in relation to the revolut-
iovnary struggles around theworld.

~
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A CHANGE O0OF PACE.

"YOUR VIiEWS UN THE REPUBLICAN
Mocvement are hard-hitting ... I
chink they will in the next few
vears bring about theitr own down-
fall. At present they don't know
uhcthpr they are going or coming.

"Should we FECDQHLSE the courts?'
"Should . we enter Leinster House
or not?'! This is all they talk
about lately

IN MUNSTER THEY THINK IT
progressive tomove in on 1916/1966
Cdmmemoration committees even _if
it means rubbing shoulders with
F.F« and F.G:. traitors; Don't
say .anything “against the Labour
Party they tell you; after all,
didn't Mac Aonghusa their Vice
Chairman agree to speak on a ch-
ublican platform in Waterford.
Keep up the good work ladq ..... .

Enclosed you will find 10/- for
the funds."
x*x -‘~ *
THE ONLY COMMENT WE wOULD

makxe on thls letter, 1is that the
Republican NMovement, and for that
matier thefree State and Stormont,
will never fall down ontheir own.
No matter how rotten
they have to get a push. 5o,it's
of little use saying "keep up the
good work" to us;if you think we
2Te in any way right, then you
Sﬁould be in there working withus,

ping us to give that little
pu5h that will topple the R.M.;so
as to clear the oround to take on
the Fres State and the other crowd.

-
=

FAIR QUESTICN.
TLY I OBTAINED A COPY GF
es of AN PHOBLACHT. Hgv-
them I will say that at
hey make a fellow think,
¢ that's a change....... I don't
cw yet whether I agree with y ou
or not,but maybe vou uld answer
One gusstiorn for me 1if you have
the time. Being a believer in
physical force, I have a2 great
suspicion of political pzrties.
Gver the vyears I have seen too
many sell-outs engineered hy pol-
iticians.....I -would like tb know
whet you mean whsn you say that 2
new revolutionary political party
:Huu d be formed.... For myself

cer't sezwhere we nzed apolitica

2
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.the Irish revelution
without theprior establishment of

they aet.,.

party, I think it would be- more
buysiness-like to start:-getting a
new: army ‘together and " have acrack
at the bastards azcross theborder.'
Eoin Mac C.

* *

THE GREAT TROUBLE WITH MUOST
physical force men is that their
concept of politics is usuallyvery
limited. Generally, politics and

"parliamentarianism are synonomous

to their minds. This view is, of
course, erronecus.

REVOLUTION IS YET ANOTHER
form of political action,since it
entails the overthrow of one syst-
em of gbvernment,and its replace-
ment by another. To achieve this
revolutionaries have to posses an
armed force and apoliticel force.
In simple terms; the armed force
is the battering ram which will
reduce the enemy to political
rubble; the political force will
serve as the guiding hand in this
job, and will assume thereins of
state power when the task 1s com-
pleted, and continue tc guide the
labour of reconstructicon which
must inevitably Follow.

THE MAN WHO SAYS THAT
can succeed

a revolutionary politicsl organ-
ization to guide 1t, 1s as stupid
as heswho claims it can be realized

without resorting to armed struggle.

~THE CRUCIAL POINT WHICH
must beunderstoad is that physical
force is but the megans to an end.
It might well be that a purely
physical force movement could free
[reland. But what then? With no
pre-established political. author-
ity to guide it the " whole affair:
would either fall prey to inter-
movement disputes on what should
or should not be done, or, into
the hands of careerist politicians.
And there are always plenty of
them around to avalil of any pres-
ented opportunity.

IT I5, OF COURSE, 0OBVILUS
that the inter-orgasnizational
relationship between thepolitical
and military bodies 1in.a truly
revolutionary movement cannot be
the same as that existing within
the Republican Movement. However,
to deal with this matter woulgd
require at least one or two arti-
cles;and we shall try to fit this
into the next issue.

WHEN  YOU HAVE READ AN PHUBLACHT
WHY NOT BASS IT ON TG A FRIEND,
AND HELP FPROPAGATE THE IDEAS OF

REVOLUTIONARY IRELAND.




THE SECOND ACT OF UNION-

is soid

¢, the land
And English sovereigns tuoo,
Qut
And Fiscne Fail Ballyhoo.

* * *

MR. LEMASS, IF PERMITTED TG
proceed unimpeded,will put an end
to partition. However,
is not about toachieve his objects
by way of the revolutionary destr-

uction of the last vestiges of
imperialist rule in the land. Mr.
Lemass has a different plan; he

will remove the border by a re-
enactment of the ACT OF UNION,

IN THE ACT CF UNICN GF 1800
dritain,frightened at the thought
of a self-supporting Ireland,del-
iberately set out to destroy the

limited zmount of economic indep=
The Act

endence we then emjoyed.
ensured that Ireland would remain’
wesk and econaomically undeveloped;
a source of cheap food,cheap lab-

our and a source of manpower for
times of war and peace. The system
of imperialist rtule brought - us

famine, unemployment, mass emig-
ration and left us aweak and dep-

endent colany. ~
DARTITION AND THE ESTA3LISHMENT
of the Free State made little

change in the pattern of affairs.
The continued decline of populat-
ion is sufficient proof that this
is so. We secured the shadow, but
little of the substance of freedom.
Now the Irish ruling class ispre-
paring to dispel even the shadow-
-the advent of Free Trade will mean
no effective difference Dbetween
the Free State andthe & Counties.
The 6 Counties, after all, also

have their local parliament and
ENJUY the ©blessing of massive
emigration.

LIMITED REPCRTS FILTERING

down fromabove indicate that Lem-
ass, following numerous pilgrim-
ages to the flesh-pots of London,
has already reached an agreement
to mortgage Ireland to England's
imperialist exploiters. The Irish
ruling class, with their pawn-
broker's souls, are ready and
willing to betray the nation for
a price. The meagre natural res-
ources of Ireland will be placed
at the disposal of the English and
American Angln-Sazxon rulers of the
Western world, and what little
industry we have.managed to. dev-
elop over the past few years will
be soon wipsd out by massive com-
petition from thecheap Llmports of

bold Sean’

for German gold,

|

BY

we'll live like kings on tax and things,

AODH MacELROY

the mass productlon areas. Irish
capitalists, whose loyalty is to
their bank balance and not to the
nation, will take the prics of
betraysl and invest 1t in areas
that will provide greater profit
roturns than <can be obtalined in
developing Irish industry. . '
THE END RESULT GF THE
Free Trade agreement will be to
turn Ireland into an agricultural
hinterland to supply meat and
dairy products for English tables
while Irish workers and farmers go
hunqry. The concentration of ever
greater tracts of Irish lands in_
fewer--and alien--hands will rec-
eive considerable impetus as the-
agreement begins to take full
gffect. The Irish will become
landless and workless;soon to be-.
come homzless and doomed to flee
the land in search of life's nec-
essities. Unce again Dark Rosal-
een's exports will bethe children
she bears. N
HALF COF IRELAND'S
agricultural lands are already
alienated from her people with the
lgast economical units falling.to
the lot of Irish farmers--and the
trend continues in the same direc-
tion with increasing maomentum. A
3ritish rubber company,taking note
of a resurgence of Mzlaya's fight
for national liberation,has liqu-
idated its Malayan rubber inter-
ests, and is bargaining for the
purchase of a 300 acre island in
Waterford's river Suir. (The cur-
rent owner is an Italian Prince).
The brave men who took a shot at
the B3ritish torpedoc boat in Wat-
erford Harbour would be well adv-
ised to give someconsideration to
the idea of making life somewhat
less tranquil for those who are
buying up Waterford land.
THE SUGGESTION THAT OPEN
ports andcloser union with England
will leac to prosperity is a tale

that will be believed only by
those who still have Ffaith in
falries. The Federation of Irish

Industries expressed grave doubts
on the matter and listed some of
the bad effects the agreement wculd

have on Ireland's economy. They
contended Free Trade would mean
stiffer competition for home ind-



ustries. with ;heqost serious .eff-
BCigs comlngaaFqu 1530. THe hmmé
market ahd expbtts would ‘expahd
‘more slowly after 1970, znd there
would be a fall in pnplavmpw» inm
manufactuni@d Lwdu:try with s con-
seguent shatp rise in emigration.

Any beneffts that might accrue to

agriculture could not possibly "te="~

verse the trend of ﬁeclinino em-
:wfoynenf.ln industry:”

. IF ANYD“L I: TN DGU3T
as to what' Free Trade holds in
store for us, let them look zsbout
in the land, there are plenty -of
examples tobe studied. Look tothe
6 Counties that have never had
anything but close union with Enn-
land. What has this union brought
other than unemployment, misery
and heartache? When Enagland -in
~wartime had need of the hard labour
and military support of the 6
- Counties population there was work
and -promises aplenty. 3ut  with
“the passing of England's hour of
trial there was nofurther nesd to
cagtef"to the people of the 6 Caoun-

‘tiegs -< England's ruling " class
-went off in search .of ‘more. prof-
“itable markets to -explett, . and

‘condemned “to
of .unemployment or

* Ulster workers were
-bitter years

=7to .emigrate 'in search of .work -=in

forgign.-lamds. With the-main-sec-
tions ‘of - industry --and-the banks
~2in .fereign hands- the -6 Ceunty
bovermment .has -no contftol over
“~Investment and the. export of -cap-
ital (thz same is true .of the Free
‘Staté). Capital is exported at a
~eonstantly increasimg raté: and
wihat little local industry -there
-is-operates;or ceases~to operate,
atthe-absolute discretion .of for-

~.eign capitalists whose only motive

is -maximum profFit.
. THE- FREE. STATE AREA IS
‘not lacking- Lnexperlence in these
.matters itself. English owned

- .retail chain stores have establi-

shed a firm foothold in recent
years, and will certainly expand
operations wunder the Free Trade
agreement. Uperating on a central
buying system there will be a ten-
dency, with Irish protection rem-
oved, for these chains to carry
only the same lines as the 3ritish
outlets, resulting in the elimin-
ation of Irish products sven when
these products are fully compet-
itive, as to price and quality,
with similar English goods. Thsre
will be an additional hazard due
to the well known fact that these
chain stcres ownmanufacturing and
packaging cperations whose lines
they will be anxious to push. A
bleak prospect indeed Ffor the
future of Ireland. What Lemass
is doing under the banner of Free
Trade 1is leading Ireland back
along the road to England 's re-
conguest of Ireland; snd with

gever a shot-being fired, .lLemass
mlil..achlave* Unlty—dlbﬁ Of'Neill
under“*Enaland 8 DrUtectlDﬂ and
Jartition will be "ended lﬂthﬂ new
Act of Uniocn.

THE ONES SLATED TGO READ
the major benefits from this shady
deal (after the London finmanciers
take the cream off the top) will
be the unionist bleck of imperial-
ist henchmen who, by ¥Uirtue of
their fFirmalliance withthe imper-
ialist bourgeoisie, will be tran-
sferred into the majority bourge-
cis group in the lanpd; and will
give the nationalist bourgeoisie
their come-uppence for having had
the audacity to think they could
rule independently on their own
behalf. But there is little to be
gained on talking to this brand
of traitors who will risk their
destruction, and take the hation
down with them in their mad cuest
for-wealth and power.

IS5 IRELAND TG BE REDUCED
to the status of playground for a

“dissolute band of wealthy parasit-
“es; . little better than a brothel

to satisfy the lust of amid~twen-

“tieth century edition of the Rakes

of Mallow? Gr will d&Ur land® move
in the direction of real UNITY and
TRUE FREEDOM, walking ' in digmity
and with head high amongst allthe
nations of the earth?

UNDER LEMASS "AND THE 'TRISH
capitalists, who are partners in

A conspiracy with " Stormont and

the English lmperlallsts, Ireland
and her people can “only look Ffor-
ward to a future that isbleak and
pregnant with disaster. It istime
Irishmen awoke to the reazlization
that we can no longer affotd the
luxury of 3 class of parasites who
make a career out of betraying the

nation and selling the people into

bondage.

IRELAND WILL NOT REALIZE
unity in freedom until the "men of
no property,"” the heirs of thaoss
who fought with Hope, McCracken,
Tone and Emmet,with Pearse, Conn-
olly and Clark,the working people
of Irish town and countryside,
rise up and drive thetraitors and
exploiters from our soil and give
back the land tothe common people
whose land it is by right.

WITH ALL THE STORM CLOUDS
that are darkening the horizon
Ireland is now,more than sver bef-
ore,in dire need of a revolution-
ary party that will lead the people
in an unrelenting struggle to
change theplanned course of events
from a direction that spells dis-
aster for the naticn, to one that
leads tofreedom from foreign rule
and explaoitation. While the pot-
ential far such an organization
undoubtedly exists it cannot tru-
thfully be said that it is now in



Cwith
~-themselves-tobe mer—0f—greatwvis-

being,or that the outlook T
immediate future is . at.all rg sy

THE GROUPS NOW_ IN
existence that makepretensians of
being revolutionary are anything
but that in fact, and are more of
a2 hindrance. than a help to the

~developmertof-a revelutionary-par-
“ty-and: the-sglaboration --of = rev-
‘-glutionary -programme-:

: The “ranks
-gf--these organizations are filled
faltse prephets- who -anmounce

-iom--gemmissioned te-lezg-the-gpeo-
ple to the promised -kamg---by
"peaceful, parliamentary paths."
Caughey and Coulding,the Connolly
Association and the Communist
parties (two of them, far they
dccept the imperialist partition
of the nation),each present their
own special panaces to cure Irel-
and's 1ills, and in spite of the
different wrappings they . look
strongly alike. We are callesg to
the REVOLUTIONARY task of organ-
izing co-operatives with which to

drive the capitalists ocut of bus-
iness by means of peaceful com-
petition. Nothing is said of the
fact that - the capitalists have

control of the land, the raw mat-
erials,the factories amd the mar-
kets, -and "that they have in “their
hands the armed pouer of the state
to ensure a continuatien of thair

control. Only a fool or a krave
would ‘suggest that  the- ruling
‘clasgs "-will “‘vacate "the field of
battle ‘without -putting up a2 fight

with gevery weapon althelf comman@

These ‘hate- b:alned 'revolutiona
ies" would send out the hunterarmed
with a wezpon no more deadly than
a2 willow wand to brinmg down the
wild bull elephant.

FOR A NUM3ER OF
leading committees in a number of
Communist Fartiss around the world
have begen joining inthe universsl
chorus: "the peaceful parliament-
ary road to Socialism." No matter
how great the difference OGetwean
nations,or how varied their trad-
itions, the sazme monotonous ref-
rain is hegard. In the aggresssive
imperialist camp of the United
States; 1n bourgeois-democratic
England:in the social-democracies
of Scandinavia; in the Fascist
dictatorships of Spsin and South
Africa and the militarist regimes
of Latin America; in neo-colonial
countries likeMalaya,Scuth Korea,
the Congo or in colonies like
Angola and Mozambigue; whereever
there is a Communist Farty that
responds tothe dictates of Moscow,
we encounter g sterectyped version

YEARS *NOW

of the "parliamentary road ta Soc-

ialism" Like a couple of nat-

tering fishwives Ireland's two

Communist PFartiss join in the

joyful chorus: "the peaceful path

to Socialism --glgct Progressives
1

to parliament.”

"A PROGRESSIVE GOVERNMENT,"
says the Irish Worker's Party,"is
needed to carry out aprogramme in
the Twenty - six Counties which
would lay the basis for a united,
independent Irelangd."

THE COMMUNIST PARTY NORT
Ireland is not to ©be outdone in
the exhibition of lunacy. Here is
a sample from theParty Programme:
"The aim of the Communist Party,

HERN

jointly with the Irish Worker's
Party, is .the establishment of
Progressive Governments in3elfast
and Dublin.”

"The Communist Party, the Irish
Worker's Party in the Republic and
the Communist Party of Britain

will participate in the struggle
to secure working class and pro-
gressive majorities at Stormont,
The Pail and at Westminster."

"The Irish working class can rely
on its powerful ally, the British
orking class, to ensure that

in London or its rep-
in 3elfast will not
the advance of the

Imperialism
resentative
bar the. way to
Irish people.”
WHAT THE HELL THE IRLSH
people --Narth ggﬁjgkLh~- have to
do with the election"or”;rooress—
ives" to Westminster is apiece of
logic that escapes my comprehen-
sion. I have always been of the
opinion that the task of the Irish
people is "to FREE IRELAND and
leave the 3ritish workers to set-
tle accounts with their own ruling
class; or st least for us to stay

put umtil invited te participate
on the side ©f the downtrodden.
Perhaps the Communist Party N.

Ireland could enlighten me on this
point. -
THE CUONMMUNIST PARTY
must take us for damn

they expect uUs torely on

N. Ireland
fools if

the British working cla ass, gﬂ
their present state of confusion
and political backwardness, to

protect us while we pass resolut-
ions oOrderinag the capitalist
class to dissolve themselves. Go
ask the people of Malaya, Aden,
the Congo, Rhodessia, Cyprus, how
much reliance we should place on
English labour to protect us from
the vengesance of the imperialists.
How much can the Liberation forces
of Vietnam rely onBritish workers
to prevent the lLondon imperialists
from siding with U.5. imperialism

in its aggression in Southesast
Asia? Is lt not a fact that the
British workers own "Labour" Gou-
srnment is doing everythino possi-
ble tofacilitate that sqaression?

Tﬂf HECOPLE OF IRELAND, LIKE
the people of every land,must rely
first of zll,and mainly, on their
own efforts,unity and strength t
defeat the wenemy 1In their own
country,and not wait for guarant-
ees Of suppaort from abroad.



FEATING IMPERTIALISM IN
reland Irlsh workers will beren-
dmrlno assistance to the workers
of 3ritain, by undermining and
weakening the caommon enemy. Whe-
ther or not English workers take
advantage of the situaiion to rid
themselves of their own tuling
class 1g entirely their affair.
The possibility of their falilure
to do so should have no effect
whatever on our decision to eng-
age the enemy where we find him.
TO HELL WITH STORMONT AND
westminster -- and Leinster House
For that matter. Ireland has no
need of "progressives" with their
blgeding hearts. What we reqguire
is For the people to rise wup 1in
revolutionary wrath and clear the
land of the traitors and knaves
who. would sell +the nation into
bondage.

THE PLCT COOKED UP 3ETWEEN
Leinster House,Stormont and West-
minster must be defeated at all
costs. This can not be done by
electing toparliament PROCRESSIVES

hunary to share in the spoils of
political office. There is one
sure and certain way to bring, to
‘naught the plot of Mr. Lemass. To
conselidate his Free Trade mar-
riage Lemass needs harmonious re-
lations with the imperialists. But
if Irishmen were to take up arms
tc swesep the remnants of imperial-
ist rule-from the land it .would
De impossible for Lemass to cont-
inue. “im- his cemspiracy with
Westminster -- if he did he would
.be shot as a traitor.

EVERY IRISH REVOLUTICNARY
worthy of the name whould strive
to-unite the people around a pro-
‘gqrammg. of strqule, designed to
place” Ireland S . desELny -securely
_in the _hands.: of the- DéoDIé”UF
Ireland. The "men: of nd propefty"
_must take control of the political
" and. economic affalrs ‘of the nation
.then, and not till then, will we
be wholly free. .

SBEING ULSTER 30RN AND HAVING
witnessegd, 1in my earlisr years
some of thetragic events that led
to the division -of the nation and
Ireland's long night of travail,
I cannct, in all conmscience, end
my comment without making some
voservations on the astounding
programmeg cooked up .by the Comm-
unist Party N. Iresland aspublish-
ed in 1963. ’

THE IRISH CLMMUMIST PARTY
gives tacit recognition to, and
infers acceptance of 3ritain's
political tactic of "twd Irelands"
designed todivide the Irish people
and facilitate England's imperial-
ist domination  over the nation.
This recognition is both implicit
and explicit. in the organization
of separate political partieswith

-that haunts

‘widespread bigotry
illiteracy that psrmsates the po-

distinct procgrammes for each part
of. dismembered Ireland, the Comm-
unist Farty in the 6 Counties;the
Irish workers' Party dn the Free
State.

THE CUMMUNIST PARTY N. IRELAND
noes tof antastlc lengths in their
endeavour to provide an lideolog-
ical base _for an act of TREASON,
and - at the same time ingratiate
themselves with the 6 County bour-
geoisie and middle class and prove
their fittness to hold office at
Stormont. In the very first page
of their programme, "Ireland's
Path to Socialism" they attempt
to forge for Ulster a background
of traditions distinct from the
revolutionary struggles of the
people as a2 whaole. Reading the
first page of the programme one
not versed in Irish history might
well believe that the White Boys,
Right coys, Hearts of  Steel and
support for the french Revolution
were all movements peculiar to
"Protestant Ulster," and having
little or no effect ©n the rest
of - the land. It seems apparent
that the Communist Party N.Ireland
is diligently working to besmirch
the proud name of the Ulster Dem-
ocrats by making the Unionist
henchmen of the imperialist bourg-

‘eoisie custodlans of the Dlssenter

tradition.

THROUGH THE -USE OF- LUTWqu
anti-Tory cliches the Programme's
authors adroitly sidestep any
incisive criticism of the 3elfast
working men's, desertion from the
struggle for national - libera-
tion and Sociglism. :

WE CANNQOT ACCEPT AS SERIDUSLY
intended any examlinatiocn, however
brief, of Ulster's rtole in the
revolutionary struggle that does
not take account of the signing of
the Ulster Covenant by 100,000

Ulstermen at 3elfast in September,
1912. However much the responsib-
"ility for the origin of the policy

may be lalid at the door of Carson,

the Unionist traitors and the tory

imperialists, the fact remains
that it was the act of national-
suicide by the men of Ulster,more
than any other single act in that
period, that made POSSI3LE the
defeat of home rule, military de-
feat at Easter Week,Partition and
the Civil War that follcwed it.
It is the continuation on this
path that makes POSSIBLE themain-
tainance of partition and ignoring
it, attempting to conjurs up for
Ulster a revolutionary tradition
that 1s mnot hers by right will
not Tesult inexorcising the ghost
the & Counties and
brings tragedy on the land. -
INSTEAD CF PANDERING TO THE
and political



“-there are

litical, economic an{{jsc@izl llfy

of the 6 Counties,relcdluticharigs
shoyld ,ba__helllﬂ to Ulster men
and - :Wéﬁtfh bittey Truth gﬂH lay
bare for all-tosee’ths tragio re-!
sults to Ireland of Ulstar's re-
jection of-a united Irish revol-
utionary strugole for national
liberation, national wunity and
national dignity. 3o long as

Ulstermen fail tolearn the lesscns
of history they will rtemain but
pawns 1n the hands of the imper-
iglist overlords. The revolution-

Tou!

arysdut £y-of Communists isto point
the 1esgans, not to pander.to
political Dackwardness to gain
-ropular ty as~a stepping stone to
' sai?*t‘zLDrWDN*

\01'

THE VIine NEED IS FOR
emphasis on the  fevolutionary:
unity of the nation, and not on
its divisicn as 1s the case in the
gstablishment of two Communist.
Parties and the forging of bogus
revolutionary credentials, for
"Protestant" Ulster.

SINN FEIN Anp THE

THE "PROCRESSIVES" IN
S5inn Fein leadership, who failed
to swing the extrzordinary Ard
Fheis in June behind the motion to
‘enter into Ffree State politics,
are presently holding fast, wait-
ing for their next break.It would
appear that most cf them werse
scerry to sse Caughey go from the
party when he did; they felt he
had jumped the gun as 1t were..

THE

STILLy BDESPLTE THE

lull in the overt activities
‘the "Progressive" cligue,it is by
‘no means difficult to chart the
trend in their covert operatians.
This cult of mutual admiration
that has lately sprung up oetwsen
the Labour Farty and Sinn Fein,is
oRe indication of the way the-wind
is blowing. No doubt sasbout it,
oreat hopes of s future
"Sinn Fein - Labour alliance in
Leinster House.

TEMPORARY
of

SHEEP FOR SUCH
the Labour Party
has, someg time now, recelved
‘favourable - and esver 1increasing
coveraoe 1in the pages of the Unit-
‘gd - Irishman. Did any of you ever
stop to wonder why fthis was so?
Yes indeed,even Mr. Tom Gill per-
celves "a new awareness By the
Labour Farty of the dominant pos-
ition of 8ritainm in the 26 County
economy.'" Now isn't that amazing.
After 43 years service as the
bourgenis labour faction in Lesin-
ster House, .our so-called lzbour
leaders suddenly discover that the
place is nothing but a clearing-
house for the interests of 3ritish
Capitalism.

THE SINN FEINERS AND PARLIAMENTARY
communists see this new Labour
Party position as a oreat break-

through; an svent of

: great revol-
utionary potential

"Labour north

and south has. a great opportunity -

to
the

become & aqgreat

8 party;"
IRISH DEMOCRAT

cf

says
November

et

L ABOUR PARTY

last, "if it combines 1n a2 united
front with the Regpublicans and the
left it may win the honour of est-
ablishing the new Ireland." OF
course, our Red advisers in Lond-
on do not think that this new
Ireland should be sought through
the use of force. Uh no! It must
be achieved through parliamentary
means -- the reasonable man's way.
The winning of afew seats 1n Sto-
rmont and Leinster House will do
the trick. "This will be done,"
the Nemocrat tells us, 'and then
the peoplewill be fighting British
imperizlism on the terms of the
late twentieth and not
trying to
the experiences Of

WHAT ALL OF THIS AMOUNTS TO IS
plain encugh. The "Progressive
Sinn Fesiners, and their counter-
parts in the Labour Party, view
the ever 1increasing rtightwards
swing of fFianna Fail aspresenting
an opportunity for the emergence
of a new bourgenis left in free
State politics. By forming aUnit-
gd Front both groups have hopes of
capturing the leadership 0of this
new left; an achlevement neither
apparently considers possiblewere
they to operate azlone. As for the
parliamentary communists:they are
endeavouring to get on the band-
wagon early; after all, this sort
of "revolutionary action' isright
down their alley.

REPUBLICANS CAN'T SAY THEY
were naot  warned of this typical
bourgeois political intrigue that
is being carried on behind their
backs. It's only a matter of time
befors the issue of entering Free
State politics will again come to
the fore in Sinn Feinjand when it
does, vyou can be sure that the
"Progressive clique” will bebetter
prepared than they were last June.

PADDY MAC.



" boured hard

THE NEED FOR

REVOLU

THE PAS1T YEAR HAS SEEN
a tremendous rise in the level
‘of social and economic discontent
throughout the country. There can
be little doubt but that the stru-
cture of the bogus national state
established in 1922 1is beginning
to-creak-under- the strains- of
neo- rolonlal committments. How-
‘evel. ; Molu;uonary,ﬁepubllrans
shou g nof bé ! %e0 hasty Tn-their

assessments of the situation.

There exists discontent, both
consclpus_and-unconscious, with
the Free State government's man-
agement of Irish affairs;but this

is far removad from being revolu-
~tionary in its content.

~IF A TRULY REVCOLUTILCNARY
movement  was presently function-
ing in the country, there can be
- no doubt that it would have la-
to give a political
~and therefore revolutionary, ori-
entation to the diverse forms of
" dissention that sprang Up in so
many areas. Such a movement would
" have moved into Midleton to give
leddership- and direction to the
town's people in their battle
against the sale of their touwn
from one foreign landlord to an-
- other. It would hsve come to the
Fore inlLimerick to ‘lead the storm
" of protest against the unreason-
‘able rise in rents by the Corpor-

‘ation. A revolutionary movement
_wQULd_ have committed its forces
to the assistance of the I.T.A.

in its gallant fight against both
bogus trade uniomism and govern-
mental tyranny. It would also
have raised 1its voice in support
of the Itish farmers, and would
have used its resources to direct
the mass protest of farmers along
a wlder course. A revolutionary
movement would have done all of
"those things; and while it is
unlikely that this, . of itself,
wnuld have begun a revolution, it
mast certainly would have contri-
buted to the laying of abasis for
one at .a future date.

3UT WHAT HAPPENED?
The so-called revolutionary body,
the Republican Movement, 1in con-
Junction with its tacit allies the
Communist Party and the bourgeois
Labour Party, advised the peopls
of Midleton “to ”protest“ to the
government and to "demand" that
"the deFacto government" buy the
town from the imperialist
The pecple were not ‘"advised" to
‘fight for their rights; they were
not given the leadership

although they were in the mood for

landlord.

to fight,

il ==

—

.Government

‘do?

.State on the Act,

.barricades

TIONARY LEADERSHIP

Our Republican
wanted the Free State

to pay an Englis h
robber-baron for the property that
was STCLEN IN THE FIRST PLACE FROGM
THE IRISH PEGPLE, so that they,
the Irish people of Midleton,could
continue to live under -reassoneble
conditions ‘on what is theirs

a battle.
Movement

No sir!

by right. ’And-fthose/ poiltAcal
bastards Call tﬁemselves Tevoltt-
ionarigs !1!!

WHAT HAPPENED IN THE CASE UF

the I.T.A.? Here was a small, but
militant, body of Post Dffice
workers who moved 1into battle
against both reactionary trade

unionism and the Frees State Gover-
nment which brought out itsspecial’

weapaon, the OFFENCES AGAINST THE
STATE « BET. If any body can lay
claim to the trade union heritage

of Connolly the I.T.A. can. We
certainly take off our hats to them,

and are only sorry that we were.
not inmn a position, as an_0org-
anization, to give them our ACTIVE
SUPPCRT. We can only hope that

‘the forces of revelutionary Ireland
will be in

better array the next
time a militant trade union takes
to the field. 3ut what did the
Republican Movement and its allies
Well, the heirs of Arth-
ur Griffith gave the I.T.A.'s strug-

gle some coverage in the U.Il.;al-
though they were careful not to
mention the fact that its origins

arose froma disputewith thereacti-
onary company union, the I.P.0.W.U.
Gther than this, the Republican
Movement availed of the TI.T.A.
battle to grind its own axe on the
Of fences Against the State Act.
Sinn Fein distributed a document
to all Local Authority in the Free
and advised its
Cumann "contact members of these
bodies who you may think would
be well disposed towards us in this
instance It may be a2 long time
before we get an opportunity like
this again." In aword: Sinn Fein's
reaction tothe battle being fought
on the streets anmd in the cells of
Mount joy by the members of the
I.T.A., was an attempt to make
political hay at the expense of
others. When Irishmen mounted the
to fight for their
rights, our brave Sinn fFeliners, in
the tradition of their patriarch,
Arthur Griffith, mobilized their
scribes to pass resoclutions.

THERE ARE THOSE WHO QUESTION OUR
call for a Revolutionary Movement
in Ireland, by pointing to the
existence of the Respublican Movg-

Continued on Page 16.

to



A F’PIM R ON R‘T\/OLT

BY

__FART 1.

INTRCOUCTION

THERE ARE MANY IN IRELAND
who flippantly disregard thegreat
need for a theorstical knowledge
of revolution, by saying that it
is ACTIGN and not THEORY that is
required. This sort of error is
one which cannot avoid producing
dlire coOnsequUences.

A THCROUGCH UNDERSTANDING OF
revolutionary theory 1s indispen-
sable to the.successful pursuance
af revolutionary action. A rev-

olutionary activist «can no more
cope with the many and diverse
‘nrablems of revolution without
revoluticenary theory, than can ah
gelectrical Dngineer master his

without a knowledge of
The question is as
thatn

-problems
electricity.
simple and straightforward as

UNDER NORMAL CIRCUMSTANCES
men and women “endowed -with the
burning desire tochange thecourse
of their country's history .would
receive a:revolutionary education
when joining the ranks of arevol-
uticnary organization. In this
manner a wide and tnorough appre-
ciatien on social, political and
geconamic problems,  their causes,
effects =and solutions, would be
- acquired by them.

3UT THIS IS NLT THE
method of Irish Republican organ-
izations. There 1s npo such thing
as prcmoting an educational prog-
ramme on revolutlonary theory in
the ranks of -Ipritsh-Republicanism.
As 3 conseqguence, not alone ars
the rank and file Ffor the most
part unable to participate know-
ledgeably in the Fformulatien of
Republican programmes and policies,
but, they are also incapable of
deciding as to whether or not such
programmes and policies are truly
rgvolutionary 1in content. The
facts are: Republican programmss
and policies are formulated by a
.few-at the top,and then presented
to the general body for ratifica-
tion, where they zre usually
accepted without guestion or com-
ment.

OBy I0OUSLY, THIS STATE OF
affairs 1is not inducive to the
cultivation of a revoluticnary

consclousness among Irish radicals.

Instead, it 1is bound to produce

JER.COLLINS

that situation we Republicans have
been experiencing over the past
few decades; where a repetition
of past errors has been the rule,
and where the last vestiges of our
revolutionary heritage have been
cast aside by men who possess no
identity whatsoever with regvol-
ution. [t is, perhaps, too much
to expect of the majority now in
the ranks of organized Republican-
ism that they would change their
ways. Their political tomfoolery
has becomes too much a way of life
to the most of them. Howsver,
there are always that few whose
sincerity keeps driving them on-
wards; they want answers; they
crave understanding. Eventuslly,
these men and women find themselves
discarded by the movement because
they refuse t Dbeccme just another
round peg tofit intotheregulated
compartments DF accepted repub-
lican thinking. It could well be
that our. appeals for a return to-
the path of revolution will be
headed by those pecple, and that
they will join us in our struggle
It may be that these articles on
revolution will help to light the
way for their return to the fold.

THIS SERIES OF ARTICLES
on revelution have bzen undertaken
with thehope that they will serve
in some small way to'introduce the
fundamentals of revolutionary
theory to our readers. They can-
not hope to give all the answers;
but thesy should at least serve as
a stimulant to sesek out those
answers. As a beginning the main
elements of revolution will be
given so as to differentiate bet-
ween themj;and toillustrate their
interrelationship and interdepen-
dency . This should serve as a
rough picture; presenting a basis
of understanding aof - the overall
process. Future articles will
then deal with each individual
segment;elaborating onthe various
aspects as they relate specifically
to Ireland.

REVOLUTION

IN TERMS CF PRESENT CONDITIONS
in Ireland: Revolution stands for
the total overthrow of that social,
political and economic system
which functions in the country as
a whole: and its replacement with

1§,



an esntirely new order of things,
more compatible to the needs of
the people, more bgneficgial to
their progress and general’ WplfaE&
and dESlgﬂPj toensure tHe-
ified® independence .of. Dur
State.
FROM THIS IT I§5 0BVIGUS THAT
‘tha Iriish:s Revolutlon must be a
“two-phaged eFFDrt " The first,
must be aimed primarily at the
overthrow of the Partitionist reg-
imes, and the seizure of State
power by the revolutionary move-
ment. The second, must represent
a co-ordinated national effort
during which the national commun-
ity, under the leadership of the
revolutionary movement, will un-
dertake the reconstruction of the
nation on completely new lines.
.THE MOST IMPORTANT THING
to wunderstand, and understand
fully,is that revolution not alone
entails that period of national
struogle to free the country, but
also encompasses an after period,
to implement the social,political
and economic changes necessary Lo
give the newly acguired independ-
ency 2 durable substance. Con-
sequently, the revolutiocnary pol-
‘itical organization which mobil-
lzes a 'popular support for the
“battle agalﬂSL the present reglmes
“in Ireland,” must, of ﬂECESalLy,
retain :the directorship of nat-
ional affairs after that battle
has been won,so 2s to ensure that
vwhat the poopln Fought for shall
be realized. :
_ TO PROPOSE THAT THE MATTER
of national leadership could be
“arranged 1im any other fashion is
ridiculous. It is stupid, for
example, to say that when Ireland
is liberated from its colonial
yoke, and re-united politically,
a parliamentary election shouldbe
held to elect a32 County Parliam-
ent. What political interests are
going to compete with theparty of
the Revolution in such anelection?
Are theold parties tobe permitted
to continue, even under different
names? UObviously, such a set-up,
wherein the political opposition
to the revolution 1is allowed to
retain its cohesiveness after the
revolution has won, cannot be
entertained by any- reasonable
person. Furthermore, it is high-
ly absurd ta suggest that new
political parties would come into
being in the aftermath of victory.
Where are they going to come from?
What interests are they going to
represent? It should be plain
enough that all progressive qroups
in the country are going to ident-
ify themselves with therevolution
during the colonial struadgle, and
a@s a caonsequence, they are going
to become part of therevolutionary
political organizstiocn. Anyone,

Naztion.
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any soclal or economic interest,
which does not establish such an
identity must be opposed to the
YDUvuaﬂﬂGt haveg wneut-
cals inia rﬂvolutlonary struggle;
and“‘lF““’k ~stould happen—-that a
seqment df the popllation didadopt
a neutral position during the
struggle, then, they have auto-
matically forfeited the right to
particlipate as an independent pol-
itical force in the State founded
by the Revolutdion.

THE FACTS OF THE MATTER ARE:
a modern revolutionary movement
must have a popular base if it 1is
to succeed. During the anti-col-
onial struggle its organizational
structure must facilitate a mass
mobilization ~of the community
within the framework of the move-
ment. The desires of the people
will thereforebe expressed through
the revolutionary movement during
the struggle.This is quite logic-
al; and it is eqgually logical to
say that the will of the national
community can be as beneficially
expressed through the same medium
during the period of reconstruct-
ion that follows the anti-colon-
ial struggle. ;

IN EFFECT, A REVULUTIGNARY

government under these conditions
would be drawn from one political
party--the People's Revolutionary
Party. The State would Ffunction
under a system 0of Socialist Dem-
ocracy; wherein the various cont-
radictions,or legitimateconflicts
of Interest, of  the community,
would be represented in the Peop-
le's Party, and would be resolved
by the democratic® machinery of
that party. The only interests
which would not berepresented in,
or recognized by, the State would
be those antagonistic to the
interests of the community. This,
gentlemen, is the revolutionary
way. There is no other.

REVOLUTIONARY PROGCRAMME.

WHEN A REVOLUTIONARY
movement calls upon the people to
Tise in active opposition to the
status guo, it must base its case
on positive proposals of its own,
as well as onthe negative aspects
of the ruling regime. The people
must be given =& tangible reason
why they should overthrow the ex-
isting order;in that they must be
presented with the prospects of an
alternative system emerging fram
their struggle which will incor-
porate bemefits not forthcoming
under theprevailing ruling cligue.

GENERALLY, IT IS THE
practice of revolutionary move-
ments to issue asocial, political
and economic programme, sO as to
enlighten the community on its
ultimate =aims and ideals. This
programme,with .its contents exem-
plifying the ideological motivat-
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programme could eventually
realized through & process
protracted parl'ampnfarv aglitation.
Aa an example, tzke the oresent
rogramme OF bwnn Fein. It con-
_alns nothina which could not ne
achieved eventuslly thraouah the
parligmentary process of £ompro-
mise; and this includes the pol-
itical reunification -of the coun-
ry,and the withdrawal of 2ritish
forces from"the.6 Counties. The
fagt is, thess
can be fulfilled without major
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soclal structure which Forms the
@ssence of the nso-colonial order
now ruling Ireland. Ths 6 County

sl (’J U

}—'"1

o
LV ]

(@]

+

ruling cligque can ©be integrated
with that of the Free State with-
out suffering gconomic or social
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3ritish influence in
Thz only thing that
wauld lose by such
an occurrence is a certain amount
of independent political power.
But =2n aggressive parliamentary
campaign could convince them, sas
it wauld Britain,that it was best
to sacrifice adegree of peolitical
gowef in order to retain, maybe
weven.strengthen,
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In fact it is, Ffor
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“reuolutionary organization” it
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ion with Sinn Fein's programme,
the I.R.A., gs a conseguence, can
claim rmo ql Justification for
its continued xlstsnce as an armed
body.

A THULY REVOLUTILNARY PROGRAMME
for Ireland must,of necessity, be
dlgm:frlca1lv 0pposed to the exist-

ng order of things. This is only
logical; and since Ireland now

functions according to thedictates
of capitalism, then, it is but
common  sense Lo suggest that an
Irish revolutionary movement must
found its programme on the princ-
iples of Revdlutionary Sccialism.
There exis tSITDthpr known altsr-

native. p
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aims
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movement
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IS USUAL FOR A r‘E'DL(T
te conceive 1its
the limits of 'a minimum
maximum programme. This
that arevolutionary leader-
will formulate its ultimate
social, political and economic
goals, which will bs considered
the maximum programme; this will
represent,; as 1t were, the revol-
ution as a finished product. How-
ever, to mobilize the osople it
must be taken into account that
they ars not necessarily condit-
ioned to-an accegtance of radical
changes in their way of life,reg-
ardless of how beneficial they be:
changes must be introduced grad-
vually, and not vioclently; people
must beacclimatized tochange, and
this isbut matural. Consequently,
it ismecessary for the revolution-
ary leadership topresent an init-
ial programme that is at once an
advance on the pravailing order
but not too radical in its alter-
ations to that order, and, at the
same time complementary to the
maximum programme. The initial
programme is styled the minimum
programme.
IN PRACTICE THE MINIMuUm
1s that by which the
mobilized behind the
revolution. On acquiring state
power. the revolutionary movement
will immediately move to implement
However, as cir-
cumstancegs and conditions permit,
tional programmes, gradually
in radical content,
then presented and realized;
aventually the maximum
programme is reached. In this
manner the social, political and
gconomic structure of the nation
is remoulded through a gradual
process OF change. The people are
acclimatized to this =cvolution-
ary march FuLward;th can absorb
it, =and the final condition will,
when reachsad, c Ezd without
any gualms on their
s ]

programme
people are

until

te a
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ment. Surely,it must be apparent;
without delving deeper into the
events of the past year, that the
R.M. is as far removed from revo-
lutionary acticn as is the-free
State government itseslf. The Raep-
ublican Movement is aparliamemtary
body; 1ts reactions to recent
gvents,combined with its policies
and programme,give adequate proof
of this. In-eour opinion,the 1ills
of Ireland demand a revolutionary
remedy; and this in turn requires
the services of a revolutionary

movement . Unless revolutionary-
minded Irishmen awaken tothe fact
that they have to start anesw and
construct such a movament, then,
we Can seeg little hope for salvat-
ion. The past year has ssesn many
instances of the 'necessity for
a revolutionary lgadership in
Itreland. Come togsthar you men of

revolutionary fibre and forge
such a leadership, such a move-
ment. It is the only hope Ireland

has got today.
*

A VOICE FROM THE PAST

THE ARMY COUNCIL GF THE I.R.A
released early in 1935 g "Folitical
and Economic Plan for the Republic
of Ireland.” This programme 1is,
in many ways, an- illuminating
document jespecially when its con-
tents are compared to the present
programme of the Republican Mave-
ment . We will —republish this
programme. in . its entirety at a
later date faor the perusal of our
readers. However, we  will now
guote a few excerpts from the int-
roduction, just to give an idea as
-t0 the tenor, oFf this-historicg
document. ;o

* * B3

M"THE RESGURCES AND WEALTH OF
the Nation. are very. largely in the
possession and under the control
of those sections who. are hostile
to National Freedom, and who have
allied themselves with . B8ritish
Imperialism. The immediate task
is to rescue from them the her-
itage which they have robbed . amrd
plundered from the mass of the
people. The powerful interests
which dominate Irish life atpres-
ent were built up on the basis of
the Conquest. .

THE MACHINERY OF STATE WAS
devised and has been develaoped to
serve these interests. The. powers
af this State machine must be
smashed. The machinery of State
of the Republic of Ireland willhbe
devised to serve, not amy priv-
ileged sections, but the needs of
~ the whole people.

."LAND bETTLEMENT CANNOT
be serxously tackled while it pro-
. ceeds on the lines of Land Acts
and Land Bonds Acts digtated by
the landlords. The &entire Land
Commission with its whole land-
lord-created system must be swept
away . Landlordism has its root
in the Conquest, and consequently
it must be abolished. As far as
possible restitution must be dem-
anded from the plunderers of Irish
soil."

."CWNERSHIP AND CONTROL OF
industry are in the hands of ind-
ividuals and of companies whose
only object is to reap the high-
est profits which can be extract-
ed, and who,naturally, while act-

uated by this sbject will strike
to keep the workers in economic
bondage."

"MOREOVER, INDUSTRIAL CRCANIZATI-

on on such a basis will,in time ,

Tead to more widespread unemploy-
“ment
"the ctase today”

dUstrislised Country "

{‘DﬁVEfTY and hiunger, &5~ L1s
in every highly in-
which™™ has
the maximum of productive

Side by side with vast
wealth and pro-

reached
capacity.
actusl and potential

_ductlve capacitymillions arestar-

ving. Our ‘programme zims at elimin-
ating these .evils from Irish soci-

gety,by the establishment of amore
just and saner economic andsocial
order."

."MEM3ERS DF THE IRISH
Hepubllcan Army must accept. the
responsibility which the orgamis-

ation has shouldered and which
history amd traditiom has imposed
on it; that is the leadershlp of

the struoqle for National Freedom

~and For the gconamic libaration
of the pebple. Not.only must Lhey
be the Ornanised”3and armed

vag-
Quard bUL they must.also suEE%y
leadersﬁip amd nuidance indirect~-
ing” the thouahts of the E_EE__
alomg COﬂatrUEtLVE reuolutlonary
Liras, " ,

HEXERER XA XXX XXX K %%

THERE CAN BE LITTLE .DOUBT
but that the Iv®.A. has strayed
a hell of 2 long way from the -path
trod by the men of the thirties;
and Ireland is the worse off for

it We Republicans got rid of
Simn Fein once;if the remmants of
the present I.R.A. desire to ret-

urn to the path of revolution,they
had better do so again,or be lost
forever to the Irish causs.
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