'GERALD
_|EE|.. M.A.

.
;' A ;WHAT YOU WANT TO KNOW ABOUT THE
e " DUTCH EAST INDIES

PRICE SIXPENCE




FUT TUOEA WOWX OT THAW LDOY TREN
| 2IAWE TZAT HOTUG




lion, and the Dutch
) 2 East Indi i s
all fell so casily before the Jaﬁng:hin&:}:c)ifm?z \?/1;1131’1(;“'

eca
use the peoples of these countries were not'

free. Imagine if these million:
1es) g s . ns had been free pe i
pur:'x?;l I:}-?eofl';‘i:lms that no force the Japanese czu?glﬁsa;g
Folis the, :am \Fr‘oufld have conquered them.
s d(}gfﬁ“_f({g 2 pr.s hefore them who had no say in their
seemeci one. .f o !ndon;sn.ans, for instance, the choi‘ce
soemec. wasoa];woB:mpenahst masters, Dutch or Japan-
S e - Before the invasion far-seeing Indon-
an patriots demanded arms with which to Eght t]:-‘

Japs, but they were ;
p they were not swen arms to defend them-

selves, Their white o
i verlords feared ¢ ili
i;::.::;plfv}?i I:}dones:a for defence, Many Zf szllll':ts:ﬁ)ntehe
e armon?ed the }?ulk of Queen Wilhelmina's;
¥y in the Indies gave up their lives and

£ .
ought bravely in defence of their fatherland, but they

were rankers and al]
) the officer Wi
Dutch.  This question of [reed. on 1. ot sEl

B et om for the peoples t
> affects you and me, every Australiarlj p:jrfsohe
, n-

ally. It is a vital f i
t
I thought this bookler ginec” @fence:  That was why

GERALD PEE],,
Sydney,
April, 1945,

ABOUT THE AUTHOR.

Mr, Gerald Peel, th
Mt ; N e author of this p
Lhil.q'f:lti?orrA;;S"gi-lf?f;zplllct;ge University, E%lfglglzihdlmﬁi: ;;
2 ) utalities in Nazi Gen FRE :
Australia,” and other anti-fascist publri]clgllzliz'ns e

Mr. Peel was formerl
as for ¥ a teacher at Sout
ggi}:;ﬁ)en I‘,m;glon. assistant lecturer at Mat'bltl):}gl{'t I}Irﬁgz;??? :
o Lan.gﬁ;igesngnlisl‘:.-e!ﬁltg' gs_tti Malmo International chogf
IgUs s i glving courses in I
University, Sweden, and later Headmaster olgncﬁif gfainlt‘ig"g

Eﬂd ng Eul opean schi 0 C i
1 i HEITY ools h o '
8, rist Ch urch BO}'S High

CHAPTER ONE

THE EMERALD ISLES

“Despair not — something great can be achieved there
in the Indies” (Jan Pieterszoon Coen, 1618)

HE name Indonesia was originally coined by a Ger-

man ethnologist named Bastian. By Indonesia he
meant all the islands of the region including Formosa,
British Malaya, the Philippines, and Madagascar. By
use this name has become more and more restricted to
the Dutch East Indies. It is in this sense | shall use it
in this booklet. This definition of Indonesia incident-
ally gives it practically the same territory as that of the

old Hindu Kingdom of Madjapahit to which shall

later refer.

Unnatural Boundaries

" Culturally the people of British Malaya are close to
those of the Dutch FEast Indies. But they have different
political problems due to British overlotdship, and a
different national-problem. In British Malaya, the
Malays, though the largest single community, are a
minority of the population. In the last census the pro-
portion was: Malays 1,962,021, Chinese 1,709,392, and
Indians 624,009 (. Malaya is a separate study.

Then, obviously, the British parts of Borneo, and
the Portugese part of Timor, properly belong to In-
donesia, while the Dutch part of New Guinea does not.
But these parts’ are thinly populated and they more or
less balance each other out; so their inclusion in statis-
tics doés not affect general arguments, )
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No Stove No Ice-Box.

Indonesians call their home “The E

: e Emeral 6
Truls;. ltllrles'fe islands, populated by over 8;3%016]8560
people ', are among the richest and most beat;tiful

in the world. is 1 i
s This is due to the geographical condi-

e ;fh? Isl}?nd&' haw'a many natural advantages, not the
i st of w zch__m their climate. Since records have been
t(:ep:'tis;nhaa}:avmhthe temperature has never been known
el 15 er than 90 degrees Fahrenheit or fall lower

n egrees. Average temperature in Batavia the

year round is al 7 5, T'isi
d is about 79 degrees, rising to 80 degrees in

the hottest months and dropping to 18 degrees in the
r;:of.esl. months (). [t will be seen that the time of
the year makes little difference to the temperature. The

higher you go in t i
A g he hills, of course, the cooler it be-

Umbrellas In Demand.

# > 0
| There is a copious rainfall. Humidity is high and
the average rainfall in Batavia, capital city of Jg:;t o
over 80 inches. in Borneo and Sumatra it is 10 :m' IIZS
f-e?t 0. Rainy seasons are defined, but there is Onol
rain the year round. This weather makes possiin];a e
than one crop a year and big yields. SRS

_ d_F'pr administrative purposes the Netherlands Indies
is lVIf:iﬂd into two, Java and the Outer Provinees With
Java is also _in_c]uded Madura, the small island ‘to t-lhe
?orth e?ft' divided from Java by a narrow sea channel
Jave, 1% of the total area, accounts for 69 % of tf ,
population. The figures at the 1930 census wrr -’_] v
41,718,000, Outer Provinces 19,009,000 1.~ o,

Manure From The Mountains.-

s Ja}:ra is the most highly organised part of the terri-
dy,. 1as t}}e best harbour facilities and is the centre of
administration. From the steamy green coastal regions

6 .

' |
the island rises in the centre to considerable volcanic ‘
heights. = The fertility of Java is due to volcanic eruptions i
and mud streams flowing from the mountains. The

different soils at varying levels give Java its wide range
of agricultural products. Java can boast one of the
richest soils in the world. She has also vast riches under-

neath the earth's surface.

which enrich its soil by constant replenishment from ash L
f
i

|
. There’s A Lot In A Name. \
|

949 of Indonesia’s population is rural (. In-
donesians are wedded to the soil of their islands. They
are a peasant people. The word Indonesia has a magic. |
It binds the peoples of the islands. A common history, a
common fate, and a common struggle against Dutch Im-
perialism draws them together. The Malayan lingua
franca gives them a common language. |

The population consists mostly of Malays. There are
a few Papuans and negritoes in the more remote parts of
several islands, also in New Guinea. The 1931 census
showed 97.49% of the population to be natives, 2%
Chinese, 0.49% FEuropeans, and 0.2% other non-indigen-
ous Asiatics (7. FEuropeans include Eurasians born in
the islands and Indonesians ‘who have acquired Dutch
citizenship. The figures for Chinese include many
Chinese-Malayan half-bloods and Chinese who have
lived in the islands many generations and speak Malay as
their mother tongue. The majority of non-indigenous
Asiatics are Arabs who are also Mahommedans. [t will
be seen there is no large alien group in Indoncsia.

A Common Language.
Exeluding New Guinea, there are eléven main groups

of languages in Indonesia ¥, These eleven are distinct
though more or less related languages. There are many
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dialect variations within each group. In Java there are
three languages, Sundanese in the west, Javanese in the

middle and south, and Madurese in the north east. Ac-

cording to the 1930 census the Java people numbered
27,809,000, the Sunda people 8,595,000, and the
Madura people 4,306,000 (9, Language groups live
in contiguous territories. The idea of a confused Tower
of Babel would be wrong.

There is a common language for all the islands called
Laag maleisch or Low Malay. This language originally
came from Sumatra. Though Javanese is spoken by
many more people as their mother-tongue than Low
Malay, the latter can be understood in every island of
the archipeligo as well as, with variations, in British
Malaya and other parts of the Pacific, It is 4n this
language that newspapers, other than the Dutch ones, are
published for all-Indonesian circulation. -This is the lan-
guage of the National Movement of-Indonesia. '

60,000,000 Muslims.

There is no difficult religious problem in Indonesia.
Nearly nine-tenths of the population,—according to the
1930 census, 60,000,000—are Mahommedan, Pagans

. come next with 3 million, Christians 2 million, and Hin-

dus (confined to Bali), [4 million (0, Some whole
areas are Christian, “for instance the narrow strip at the
north of the Celebes, and generally speaking of one de-
nomination only in each territory, due to the policy until
recently of separate fields allotted by the Imperialist
Government to each denomination to work in.

Added to the wonderful climate, the rich soil, and
the mineral resources of Indonesia, is her 72,000,000, of
an industrious and skilled peasantry, or peasant stock,

Yes, :'something great can be achieved there in the
Indijes."

-

CHAPTER TWO |
QUE!":'.N WILHELMINA’S FATTED CALF

s pxploitation of the
“¥ siow that the day of the exrp : A
rgraeurﬁr:s and the people of one tmm!lrl:ie?i);i :{{:{; bj:jﬁ”
; oup in another country 1§ vitel
?{&;3-?1? 23&1, 11943, the late President Roosevelt.)

Idea of the tremendous weall:h g}wlaln tbegwogéirgg'
1 i ‘ollowin .

i is contained in the fo : :
I“dlon:i:': srovides the world with the foiio.wm.g porg;::jzs
Inc.f_;n I;],ée(}g. Rubber 40%, tea 19%, c;nchmr.a ?’rp;
oéf-:): prud;,’cts 209, tin 20%, I;(;pf)k 7?‘.,6, lé:axij: ogl
?H;V pepper  92%., sugar 5%, bauxite l/éi; o
.2l4;9/?$“” " Minerals in which she abounds cllnc u olci
b-au‘:cite 'iron ores, coal, tin apd to a small:;rag3zg&8% %ons
and silver. In 1940 Indonesia produced 7, 200 tone.
of crude oil, putting her in fifth ;)Ilgce zér}rllon.g e ol pro
ducing countries of the world (2. She is | i
largest producer of tin in the world., _whlch is mk:ne e
on the islands of Banka and Blllllaiton O;Fa-t e fzxports

i era
largely by Chinese labour. iner:
SUHQ:tLE:)ail;l%aogf tsiw total value of Indonesia's exggrts
ﬁf?' the rest being agricultural products such as r? ct::::
teal sugar, cocos products, etc. Exports of manufa
ed goods are nil.
Who Gets The Rake Off ? s
It goes without saying that thc; oil wells, the En]mmets:;
and other mineral wealth of the islands do not iioz%her
the natives of Indonesia but to the Dutch han Dhact
foreign imperialist combines. What about the ag
orts ? . ]
mr%l‘?gi}; of agricultural exports are prmhg:e: UDHU:;L
tates (which are practically g:;c;u‘;lvely OT::E : :'ms o
igners), only 39.7% on native ;
?::d lo‘;}%%r fcél;;i‘::f% of sugar .exported was p!anmtu;:
grown, and 81.9% of tea. Kapek, copra and pepp
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:}e:;rﬁ?zt.ly :,:{mwln on native farms while in the case
o Butl and ru sber the proportion is about fifty-fifty
ek thﬂc:ve.n in regard to. the 39:7% of agricultural
sl ?w grown on native farms it must be realised
nates who ?m::;e:ﬁ: ;:Zi?g i:oncerns e ipping mag-
farmers, and get the mainpr(:ll.‘:;s:-:;af"l'ﬁl R P

i They Share It Out.
Lo woilc?n‘i);t]real] effect Indonesia’s part in providing
\ a large portion of i ¢
g aoldovy i its needs has on the

: » 18 an extra burden on the fary
vide food for the cool; e the e e
. s tes who wo
the m:i?_era]s from the earth. *h the seiates o 5%
lle peasants in Java : d i i

od are advanced in their know.
ge of farmlqg metl_lods, those of the Outer Provin(:‘:s

il::ri?arfgirp!antahops (;lwned by foreigners where com
ops are produced. In Sy % :
B v o dumalra b7 2
lﬂﬂ-f{rr}f controlled by the plantations (1) N sl
e country which gets th T
v e main share of

- of the

alth exported is of course Holland, but othae:o'\lﬁfeftﬂ

ern Imperialist Power i
1 s also im iti
raw materials from the Indies, port laree ausntities/fof

But Not With Natives,

So i i
7 L“;.nfeaf OIP _how little Indonesians share in the
o weelih o I:\Ew country is shown by the following
) ough Luropeans are less thar
1 C s than 0.59
pt:ii?ll_lstmn, the).r receive 65% of the incczrniaé]';:?fhm"B
i?(-swzj O;Jall’y iul}ject tIo income tax non-indigenu‘:s I:-':\ ad
8, 4% of the population, receive A
S » Teceive one-fifth, and natives
ulati eceive a / i
saom al il poy Jtom, recewe only one-eighth of this
The Duteh 1 iali
3 h Imperialist policy has b
) ee
Indonesia in place as a producer of ;‘aw “n::te i

:??Irlgg in the wealth of the land. That is wh
h;_:q eth gro;:th of native industry. Only since the 1930
ﬁy;t ;-;Hfgay?g tiievelodpmtﬂ:fnt of industry in Indonesia 3

/8 and roads of course, since 193() e
velopment in mettaluygical industry, also light ?nocli?::t:il:;
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v she has

such as native-cigarette factories ete. By 1936 there
were still only 1% million Indonesians out of a population
of 70 million working in any kind of industrial work,
and of these only about 120,000 were working in large

European factories (%),

Drain Of Wealth.

Perhaps the best method of all to show the drain of
wealth from Indonesia to the benefit of the foreign capit-
alists and detriment of her people, is to compare export
and import figures. In 1928, imports were ;
1,003,492,000, exports Fl. 1,580,488,000. In 1940,
imports were Fl. 437,678,000, exports FL 881,913,000
(19, The great decrease in total figures is accounted for
in the difference between 1928, during the boom before
the depression, and 1940, a year of economic upset, the
year Holland fell to the Nazis. It will be noted however
that the export surplus has been kept up to nearly the
1928 level in the low year of 1940, viz., F1. 576,996,000
in 1928, and Fl. 444,235,000 in 1940. In other words
the main burden was put on the backs of the Indonesian
people in the form of less good things of life while profits

were kept up.

A Poor Excuse.

In face of the fact of this tremendous surplus-of ex-
ports over imports which was sustained right through the
depression years, Mr. Preger, Dutch Imperialist apologist
in Melbourne, had the hide recently, referring to cuts in
the administration’s activities for the welfare of the
people, to write (29 that during the depression the finan-
cial resources of the country had been inadequate® to
maintain all these activities and that “many of them
were curtailed and retrenchment took place through-

(2]

out.
A\ . . J .
Mr. R. Dixon, assistant-general-secretary of the Aus-

tralian Communist Party, pointed out in a recent article,
21) that in the last year prior to the war, Indonesian
exports were around the £225 million mark whereas
imports were about £125 million. This meant that
Indonesia with ten times Australia’s population imported

# My italles—G.P.
11
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very f"“?" more than this country, for in 1938-39 Aus-
tralia’s imports amounted to £114 million. [t can be
understood from this how low is the standard of livin

of the _Indonesian worker, and farmer, and people ng-
erally, in comparison with ours. The Dutch policy isgfh

same as that of Imperialists the world over:—From th :
that have to give let it be taken ' A

Too Many Mouths.

To accentuate this economic unbalance, i '
tion prt?blem, especially in the rich island éfl}aiéjop%}?e;
population of the whole archipelago according to the
1930 census, was 60,727,000 @, By 1940 ‘the
estimate was 70,000,000 (%), and by 1942, 72,000,000

(24),

ﬁne;in:e japecial popL{lation problem however was con-

m;m{nfg ?:af.; Java {z; one of the most !righ-ty-pupulm.ed

: ries i the world, comin second only ;

< . wo) _ & second only to Belgium.

th!letre‘;(l)“]e Bbellguxm is a highly industrialised country and

fhe Othre able to partly absorb her surplus population
er useful work, the growth of industry in Indonesia

has been stifled i
: ed as 1s usual in a colonial i
say in her own affairs, W Cptreataie

The 1930 census showed 8 ivi
si%u4a6‘e mile in :’I‘ava (25), l:f.i?;i)filae] h:.':;rgn;?e tfil:
e hwas 990 8, In some areas the density was
tl?i igh as 4,700 to the Square mile !, Ty get what
lat:dn;gzza.t goll-npare it with Iapan-proper. thickly-popu-
e wa: 1&179;;?&: 7(1{; mighty empire whose density

; e i 2
Outer Provinces of Indonesi}; Lijﬁug?f)l’gﬂ: s;:;.r SEn

y > ;
9 or Australia with 2 Per square mile e mile,

Land Hunger.

¥ ;{hefsllaleed_ of population increase jn Java is shown

in};lu(i?ngoEz:»;;:ga ﬁgug:ﬁ: The native population (not
lud ns, imese and other non-ind;

Asiatics), was only 4,449,250 in 1815, had rligzxr:o::!(:
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34,428,711 by 1920, to 40,891,093 by 1930 0, and
the official estimate for 1943 was about 50,000,000

@0,

When it is remembered that in Java only 69% of
the population lives in cities (32, the land hunger that
exists can be imagined. In Java with its 50 million or so
inhabitants there are only six cities with a population of
more than 100,000, of which Batavia is the largest with
437,433 (33 Palembang in Sumatra is the only town
in the Outer Provinces with more than 100,000 6%,

A Bare Subsistence.

The land under cultivation in Java cannot be in-
creased, as deforestation has already exceeded the
danger limit, and further cultivation of virgin country
would endanger the water supply. The result of this
land-shortage has been, smaller holdings which are un-
economical, and a bare subsistence for the Javanese
farmer. In Java (1930) it was estimated that 81% of
the natives were getting incomes below 300 florins
(about £25 @ year) 5. Since then the situation has
greatly deteriorated. Where tenancy predominates, as
in Central Java and around Batavia, exceptional popula-
tion pressure has meant that rents rise as high as one-
half of the harvest (39, k

“ ... 1t is clear,” says an Australian Army Educa-
tional course on Indonesia written for the guidance of
Australian soldiers in the Pacific 7, ‘“‘that because
of the rapid growth of the native population, the natives
on the whole have not shared in the commercial pro-

gress of the colony.”
There Is Only One Solution.

Nor will they, until the control and economy of
their country is in their own hands in a free Indonesia.
Dutch schemes of emigration to Sumatra from Java and
80 on, do not get to the root of the problem. The solu-
tion is development of a native industry which can

13
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absorb the surplus agricultural population, a stop to the
drain of wealth from the country for which nothing comes
in, and raising of the general standards of living of the
people, in a free, democratic and prosperous Indonesia.

Present problems will only be solved when Indonesia
wins the independence which is her democratic right.
Then there will no longer be a 500 million florin surplus
of exports over imports, but the wealth of the ¢ountry
should be the same as the wealth of her people, and
there will be healthy balanced trade developed‘with
other nations, she supplying our needs, we hers, as
equals with equals, i

14

CHAPTER THREE

A SHORT HISTORY
BEFORE AND SINCE THE DUTCH

“ ... dat duntsche loy vertelt
Dat van onrechire ghewell.
Ilighindoem es comen. . . .

[2EA

Maerlant, 13th century.

The first outside influence on Indonesia was Hindu
influence from India. The first Hindu colonists arrived
about the 2nd century A.D. But it wasn't until the 5th
century A.D. that Hinduism really entered the archi-
pelago in force, and it didn't spread to Java until the
7th century A.D. Other early invaders of the islands
were the Mongols, including Kublai Khan.

The Adat, which still remains the basis of present-
day native Law, is said to date back to times even before
the first Hindu colonists, but it was the Hindus who
brought the use of iron and writing, and it was in this
early Hindu period that the native alphabet was develop-
ed in Java where the standard of culture was highest.
Translations of Hindu classics are among the literary
works of this time. Hinduism also profoundly influenced
Sumatra.

The Arabs Came.

From the end of the 13th century, after the invasion
of Kublai Khan, to 1447, year of the Arabian conquest
of the island, the famous Javanese Hindu Empire of
Madjapahit held sway over the islands. In the Madja-
pahit period Sivaism and Buddhism were practised side
by side within the tolerant framework of Hinduism.
Accompanying the expansion of East Indies trade in the

Lo the Dutch law proclaims that property has come from unjust

violenee” —G.P,

15
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15th century, Mahommedan migrants, who had arrived

much earlier in Sumatra moved southward and east-
ward to Java and the other islands, and other Mahom-
medans came in from the north and west. With the
Mahommedan migrations began the process of Islamisa-
tion. Today, as we have already seen, Islam, while
modified by earlier indigenous beliefs, is the prevailing
religion- of Indonesia and is especially strong in Java.
Hinduism survives only in Bali.

F'rom the opening of the 15th century to the arrival
of the first white men, Mahommedanism spread very
rapidly, anda number of petty Mahommedan states were
established. The first Europeans to appear on the scene
were the Portugese, though before them Chinese traders
had been attracted to the islands, had settled there, and
have ever since formed an important trading community
in Indonesia.

The Portugese.
v
The first Portugese arrived in 1509. In 1511 a

Portugese company was formed. The main attraction
for these first Europeans was the trade in spices, specially
nutmeg and mace then much in demand, and they estab-
lished their first trading centre therefore in the Moluccas.
Friction quickly developed between Portugal and Spain
over the Indies trade. This rivalry commenced about
1529. A Spanish-Portugese Treaty was signed in 1529,
but in 1580 with the annexation of Portugal by Spain,
Indies trade became a Spanish monopoly. But not for
long. Holland, a young and more virile bourgeois trad-
ing nation than old Spain appeared in the scene, The
first Dutch trading contract with Indonesian natives was

signed in 1596.

The Dutch East India Company was first formed in
1602. The first trading station was established at Ba-
tavia in 1611. Ever since that date, until the Japanese
conquest in 1942, with the exception of a 5 year inter-
regnum, [811-16, under the British, Indonesia has been
under Dutch overlordship.

16
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Company Rule.

The first period, until 1798 when the Dutch Govern-
ment took over, was a period of Company rule. The
Company had been given power, east of the Cape of
Good Hope, and west .of the Straits of Magellan, to
perform acts of sovereignty in the name of the States
General of Holland, such as, concluding alliances and

_making contracts with princes and potentates of the east,

also sole monopoly in the shipping trade. The Dutch
Government retained only a right of control. It was
with these great powers that the Company went to work.

The Dutch merchants quickly mastered the regions,
and there followed a period of enormous profits for
them, a period of shameless robbery of wealth from the
peoples of these islands only rivalled by the stripping of
Bengal carried out by the British East India Company
about the same time. On this wholesale spoilation of
the East and amassing of big fortunes in the West, was
built up the strong bourgeois class whose accumulated
wealth made possible the Industrial Revolution in
England, and whose accumulated power made
possible the French Revolution on the continent
and establishment of a bourgeois order in Europe.
The great glories of the Furopean architecture, palaces,
statues, paintings and other achievements of the | 7th and
|8th centuries, of baroque and rococo, had as basis the
full coffers of a merchant class in London, Amsterdam,
and the other trading cities of Europe, got from blitz.
spoilation of the native peoples of the East.

Long Live The Queen.

But the Dutch. East India Company didn't have
everything its own way. There was continuous rivalry
between the Dutch and British East India Companies.
The Dutch Company got little support from the naval
authorities at home. Nor was its only difficulty from out-
side. In Indonesia itself there were frequent rebellions
against Company rule, sometimes led by princes who
objected to usurping foreigners interfering in their do-
mains, more often spontaneous rebellions of the people
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against forced labour imposed by the Dutch. In 1798
however the Company was dissolved and the Dutch
Government took over.

After the fall of Holland to Napoleon, the British
took the Indies and for five years Raffles, the man who
first hoisted the Union Jack at Singapore, was the Gov-
ernor. Several present-day administrative practices date
back to this period.

When the Dutch took over again after Napoleon's
defeat, they established their system of dual administra-
tion by a European civil service, alongside hereditary
native officials which is still in operation 'in general
principle today. The 19th century witnessed rapid
expansion of Dutch overlordship, not only in the island
of Java, main field of the East India Company's activity,
but also in-the outer islands.

18

CHAPTER FOUR
DUTCH RECORD

“In een land mitcen beperkte vrijheed ts voor Oranje
geen plaats”® (Queen) Wilhelmina 20th century.
1 s

And what is the picture of Indonesia today after
350 years of Dutch rule. That is to say what was the
picture before the Japs took over. Let us first examine
progress to democracy. :

Indonesia is governed by a Governor-General ap-
pointed by the Crown. His powers are roughly similar
to those a Governor-General had in Australic in the
early 19th century.  The Governor-General has an
advisory council of not less than four or more than six
members, all appointed. In 1942 this council consisted
of two Dutch members and two appointed Indonesians,
besides the Governor-General and Vice-President (%
(80, The Governor-General is also commander-in-
chief of all the armed forces. The Governor-General has
almost autocratic powers, though in some executive de-
cisions he needs consent of council.

A Cigar King,

Rule is through the Governor-General, Governors,
Duteh Residents, Native Princes and Chiefs.. The system
consists of direct rule through Dutch officials, and in-
direct rule through native hereditary princes, side by
side. Some of the native princes, such as the Sultan of
Deli who gets a bit of dough out of every Sumatran
cigar you smoke, are very rich. But generally Indonesian
native princes have not got the power or the wealth of
their distant cousins, the Indian Princes. Chiefs are just
petty hereditary officials in the pay of the Dutch Govern-

ment.
% ¢In a land wilh w limited freedom there’s lo blace for the Ilouse of
Orange”.—G.D.

19
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The old Dutch East India Company dealt mainly
with the natives through their chiefs or regents. When
the Dutch Government took over, the Dutch Residents
began to take over the functions of the regents, but later
they tried to revive the status of the regents to the
extent of making out of them hereditary officials under
constant supervision of Dutch officials. When they open-
ed up the outer provinces however they realised the
mistake they had made in weakening the power of the
native rulers, and bolstered up a form of native reaction
‘by “forming native states, (1. *“The natives were
encouraged to observe their festivals and ceremonials in
traditional’ fashion” 1. Today the native states in
the outer islands account for 60% of the total area.
253 native princes transferred part of their powers to
the Government in the "‘Short Declaration,’”” 1938 (1),

Powerless Parliament.

Besides the Governor-General and Council, the Gov-
ernors, Residents, Princes, Chiefs and other officials,
there is a so-called Parliament, Volksraad. This body
consists of 60 members made up as follows:—30 In-
donesians, 25 Dutch and 5 non-indigenous Asiatics,
(Chinese, Arabs etc.) Of these 10 Indonesians, 10
Dutch, and 2 non-native Orientals are appointed. The
remaining 38 are elected on a very limited franchise, and
by an indirect system of election.

This Volksraad meets twice a year, once to discuss
the budget, and once besides. It has no power to pass
laws. Between sittings there is a committee that acts
for it. Its raison d'etre is given by one authority in
these words, it ""helped the Government to keep in touch
with the wishes of the people™ (18),

Four Freedoms.

So much for the "democratic’ Government of the
country. What has been the Imperial attitude to ques-
tions of human uplift ?

The general attitude to the four freedoms is well
shown by the Dutch Government's record as far as relig-
ion is concerned. Substantial Government grants are

% My italles—G.p,
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given to both Catholic and Protestant Churches which
cater for the needs of the Dutch in Indonesia, but no
grant is given to the religious bodies of the 60 million
Mahommedans.

In relation to missionary work among the natives
the Government's attitude has been dictated by material
interests. Christian missionaries are not allowed into
Hindu Bali. The feudal chiefs who stand for the old
order which the Dutch wish to preserve, pointed out to
the Government that “he public order and peace would
be endangered by systematic ‘missionary activities' in
Bali @), ° That was enough’ for the Dutch Imperial
Government-——no public order, no missionaries.

Bible Banned.

The original blanket-opposition to missionary activity
has been modified. The Government impounded the
first translation of the New Testament into Javanese be-
cause they feared it would be subversive of law and
order. Later however the system of separate fields
already referred to was introduced, and “The only ques-
tion the Government now raises when permission to
engage in missionary work in any section is sought is
::!;eti":ér the undertaking will cause political unrest”

But some say a benign dictatorship, is better than a
bad democracy. Lets look what the Dutch have achieved
in 350 years in just one important branch of social ser-
vice, education. In 1937, 1 in 11 children were attend-
ing school (9, The annual cost of the education system
is about £3,250,000 a year, less than [1d, per head
of the population (17, Most of the pupils included in
official figures get an education of only a very nominal
kin_d. in primitive schools with unskilled teachers and no
facilities. The construction and upkeep of these village
schools is paid for by the villagers themselves. Then
there are more advanced schools for those who can
afford it, up to secondary school standard of the Dutch
schools, All such secon ary education is carried on in.
the foreign Dutch tongue. Total pupils recorded in all
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schools in 1942 were 2,502,694 of whom 53,000 were
Europeans (%), Compulsory education is not known
in any part of the islands. According to one authority
99% of the population of Indonesie is illiterate (19,

Open Door.

The boasted efficiency of the Dutch colonists, let’s

face up to the reality, is not efficiency in the interest of

the people.. The natives are poor peasants producing
rice, and other food crops such as peanuts, cassara, sweet
potatoes; commercial crops for the big Dutch trading
monopolies like tea, coffee, kapok, tobacco and pepper;
or they are coolies on the Java plantations, or labourers,
mainly imported Javanese, in the Outer Provinces on
contract and liable to punishments if they break their
contract. The capital invested in the Indies on the
other hand is foreign capital.

The Dutch have been forced to practice to an extent
the “Open Door’ policy in Indonesia.  For instance
capital in estates, while mainly in Dutch hands, is also
shared by British, American, Belgian, French and
Japanese concerns. This was made necessary by the
lesser industrial development in Holland than in other
European Imperialist countries; also by the need for
powerful allies, who had also a stake in the Indies; with
big navies, armies and air forces for defence.

4 The Philanthropists.

The following figures show the real “‘philanthropic”
motive that dictates Dutch policy in Indonesia.

In 1939, no less than 61% of the total export ton-
nage was to Holland ©%.  Three-quarters of the capital
in the islands is Dutch ), The nationality of incoming

shipping is as follows, Dutch 46.79% (of which KPM is
by far the largest), United Kingdom 30.7%, Japan

9.49, (2, Of incoming coastwise and inter-island
shipping the share is, Dutch 79.1%, United Kingdom
11.9%, Japan 2.7% 63, £32 million profit flows
every year from the Indies to Holland 5%, ‘
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CHAPTER FIVE
INDONESIA AWAKES

“Obuviously if the Allantic Charter s Lo
: s : ¥, . J Nis A { ] { 4
g{ruma}mel_-; effective, then the close of the rf-m'! (_'.u:::m:!m:f{;
.-:} e perpetuation of a system  whereby 8,000,000 Nether-
fl?}ffl‘.*r.:s' most of them living hal] the world away rule
iy cxp_i'os.-f. 70,[)0_0,00(] of the people of these tslands.” (An
I!:.fiﬂl)palan loyalist, quoted by Hallett Abend, well-known
Amevican writer, Ramparts of the Pacifie, 1942.)
. c'(l}e N?tlo?gl Niovement in Indonesia is young, even
onial national movements go. This ; i
by several factors, . I Sk Bined
{Jr}!_l:ke India, there is no developed native Indonesian
caplda lsiclass. Development of industry has been back-
Ear. the workmg-class small in numbers, Outside
Aurzpeaga}?;: Int‘]orllaesw.rill trade is mainly in the hands of
rabs, Inese, British Indians ete. FEurasi
A _ete, rasians, treated
}:u)lu: }?uhl:hmen by the Dutch, identify themselves with
Dutc _r[L} e. There is no Eurasian middleiclass with anti-
Jmpen; istic Interests and national aspirations as is the'
ls-iasua for instance 1~:1t!1 _the Spanish—speaking Catholic
puras.:amst of theh Ph;{l‘hplnea where this class has been
rominent in the National Mo i
e vement against U.S,
The first Indonesi iti i
slan political society, organi i
y ganised
i!‘)()Bci was called B.’oedz Oetomo (Beautifu.l Spring) ]1:;
I‘j:un €r was a pensioned Indonesjan Government doctoy
Fppet;}c]ass Governmernt officials and intellectuals
]t{:;r(:;ag ":rl-:e E:‘nembl}rship. Nevertheless by 1910 it had
, ‘mboers. lts main activity was furth \
popular education. [ts membershi Gl
. ! rship wa
to Java and the Javanese. P Jwes migcly:confined
i 0 Russian Example,
out 10 a more radic
. : > al movement
Sarekat Islam was started in Central Java. The :;:ltlifr‘;l

Congress
The 1917

independence the main

in 1913 still pledged loyalty t :
coqference however ,deci:srei; D ol
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objective. This was to be attained if possible by parlia-
mentary means, but Conference made clear that if the
peaceful way proved impossible, the Party would know
how to offer itself for land and people. Great emphasis
was laid on the class struggle.

The Russian Revolution had a profound effect on
the peoples of Indonesia, as on all Asia. The eyes. of
Indonesians looked more and more to the example of
Soviet Russia as to a beacon light for their future.

Class Struggle

In 1919 a central Trade Union organisation was
established. There followed a wave of strikes, of which
the most important were the Semarang-Cheribon tram-
way strike, the Sumatra Fast Coast Railway Strike, the
Soerabaya printing office strike, the tailors’ strike, and
finally a strike 'in that stronghold of European capital,
the sugar industry.

In 1920 the Communist Party of Indonesia was
formed.

1920-27 witnessed a very rapid growth of communist
influence in the islands. Strikes continued, including a
strike in the State pawnshops in 1922, and a transport
strike in 1923. The Governor-General took drastic
measures. He restricted the right of assembly and made
it an offence to incite to sirike. The main basis of the
working-class movement 4t this time was railway workers
and dockworkers, with some support from the plantation
workers.

1927 Uprisings

By 1923 the majority of local branches of the Sarekat
[slam had communists in the leadership. But in that
year, the right-wing inner group on the central executive,
the Old Guard, effected a purge. A new society was
formed called the Sarekat Rayat Merah (Red Protestant
League) with great popular support.

1925 saw a new wave of strikes and lockouts, par-
ticularly at Semarang and Soerabaya, and from November
1926 to January #1927 there were violent clashes be-
tween nationalist and Government forces in both Java
and Sumatra, The outbreak in Java lasted about 6
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weeks.  Skirmishes and clashes with the police were
frequent in early 1927. The last and most serious of
tl}esa was at Silooengkang where 7 revolutionaries were
killed and 2 policemen wounded:

Savage (;ounter-Measures

Then came the Government countet-offensive.
4,500 Indonesian communists were jailed, and a further
1,308 sent to a concentration camp about 500 miles up
the Digoel River in Dutch New Guinea.

Tﬂ'-f.lﬂh Merah, the name of this concentration camp,
has a significance for Indonesians not unlike Oranienburg,
Dachau and Buchenwald have for Europeans, or the
Andomans for Indians. - It was a strange land across the
seas, far from their homes. The place was unhealthy.
_It'was surrounded by mosquito-infested swamps and
jungle-country inhabited by head-hunting savages. A
few of the prisoners managed to escape in 1929, and
after incredible trials landed in democratic Australia
feeling certain they would find refuge here from their
oppressors. But the Scullin Labour Government put
them on a ship and .packed them back to the Dutch
concentration camp. ‘

17 Years In Hell

In 1943, as the Japanese were advancing, the Dutch
brought the inmates of this camp, the original number
havi_ug been inbetweentimes added to by many more, to
Australia, where they were again interned. It was only
after Australian democratic bodies campaigned for their
re'lease that those of them who wished to play a part to
win th_e war were released, Since when they have given
of their best for the defeat of Japan, and the liberation
of the Indonesian people. Some of these men | have
mgt were shut up in this camp for 17 years before coming
hf:re.' They don't want to be sent back again after
victory is won. Many other Indonesians man the ships
which play a big role in Pacific campaigns, and many
have given their lives in the war.

Trail of Glory ; !

]92‘7' remains a year of glory in the history of
Indonesia’s struggle. History will show there were mis-
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takes, an over-enthusiam and too optimistic analysis on
the part of the leaders, failure to see the main problem
of Indonesian freedom as an agratian one or to recognise
the isolation of Indonesia at that time of temporary
capitalist stabilisation, therefore wrong slogans. But
these pioneers blazed a trail of glory that will not be
forgotten. In the period of terror which followed 1927
the Communist Party was yet able to reorganise on a
strictly illegal basis, and to learn from the mistakes of
1927. ’

The Dutch, after removing the leadership of the
national movement in the form of the communists,
suffered the existence for some time of a bourgeois
nationalist party of a more or less reformist character
called the ‘‘Partai Nasional Indonesia.” The patriotic
seng ‘“Indonesia Raja"’ dates from this time. In 1929
however the Dutch Government banned even this ex-
pression of Indonesian national feeling, arrested the
leadership, and deported them too to Tanah Merah
in New Guinea.

Couldn’t Take His Seat

‘Meanwhile amongst important sections of the Dutch
in the Indies there came into being a dangerous political
trend. Fascist and semi-Fascist organisations found
considerable support. The Vaaderlandsche Club was
the strongest of these bodies. It had a European mem-
bership in Indonesia of many thousands, and defended
the principle of inviolability of empire, while attacking
the red danger. Mussert, Holland's National Socialist
leader, also visited Indonesia and formed a branch of
his organisation. There was however, for obvious
reasons, not much support for his racial view among
Fast Indies Europeans. Thus it will be seen that in pre-
war Indonesia fascists were allowed to organise . freely,
communists were sent to concentration camps. This was
how the Dutch East Indies prepared to defend themselves
against Japanese aggression.

An Indonesian, Roestem Effendi, is a communist
thember of the 2nd chamber of the States General in
Holland, elected by Dutch electors. Sarejono, another
Indonesian, was elected on the communist ticket to a
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seat in the Dutch parliament, also by Dutch electors, but
.he was in an Indonesian jail and has never been allowed
to take his seat. Sarejono is now working for the war
effort in Australia.

' New Factors

And what is the picture to-day, as the day of Indo-

nesia's freeing from the Japs draws nearer? To gauge
likely future possibilities, some new factors must be taken
into account. First, there have been great shocks in
the course of the war to Indonesian economy. 'When the
Germans overran Holland the old economic basis was
undermined. Things were just beginning to get going
again when. the Japanese conquest came, and once again
the country's economy suffered severe shocks. After the
Japs _have been driven out there will have to be a further
re-orientation, and some confusion for the people, None
of this makes for stability.
h But that is not all. The defeat of Holland, and then
in Indonesia, has not enhanced Dutch prestige among the-
people, while the Japanese policy of making the Dutch
burra sahibs wash latrines in public, and utterly to dis-
credit white rule in every way, has had its effect.

But not only white imperialism has been discredited.
The co-prosperity talk of the Japanese has been de-
bunked. The Japs found some Indonesian nationalists
to co-operate with them at first. So bitter was the hatred
of these people for the Dutch. But Japan proved in-
capable of bringing any prosperity to the people. On the
contrary they were worse off under the Japanese even
than before. Behind the honeyed words of co-prosperity,
and Asia for the Asiatics, these new rulers soon showed
the mailed fist of Japanese imperialist exploitation and
Japanese Fascist brutality. It was clear that when they
satd “'Asia for the Asiaties" they meant ** Asia for
Japan.” ;

‘ They Work for Liberation

““The natives are generally docile in nature,” wrote a
J_apanfs_e about Indonesians before the conquest (9),
As a “master race” the Jap Imperialists soon got bugy in
Indonesia, with face-slapping, and all the other delightful
attributes of the Jap Fascist stormtrooper. They exploited
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the country more savagely than ever, and ruled with an
iron hand. Communist-led underground forces organ-
ised against the Jap Imperialists from the mountains.

Inside and outside their homeland, Indonesian
patriots work for the liberation of their people. That is
why Indonesians in Australia work so valorously with
the allies to win the war and return to their homeland.
Communists, nationalists, have not allowed any feelings
of resentment to hinder co-operation for victory with
the Dutch.

Other factors to be taken into account in estimating
future possibilities, are, what is happening in Holland.
and the general democratic temper of the people in all
countries.

Australia’s Duty

There are signs that the Dutch authorities are
planning for greater participation by Indonesians in the
administration of ‘Indonesia after the war, but within
the framework of colonial rule, There is no sign of any
fundamental change to date in official Dutch poliey.

. But very different is the voice of the powerful re-
sistance movement inside Holland which is led by the
communists, The Dutch resistance moveinent declares
for Indonesian independence. Fot the last 3 years Dutch-
men have suffered a colonial status at home similar to
that they have imposed on Indonesia for the last 300,
What will determine the future for Indonesia is the unity
and determination of her own people, in conjunction
with the working-class and democratic movement of
Holland, and aided and helped by her neighbours in the
Pacific and democrats the world over.

We have had it expressly stated that when Japan is
beaten Korea shall be free, China will have all territories
including the International settlements, returned to her.

The unambiguous declaration of America speeding
the final day for independence for the Phillipines un-
doubtedly did much to strengthen the peoples' resistance
to Japanese fascism in these islands. France is also
preparing for radical steps towards a freer Indo-China.,

Australians, if they give more than lip-service to
democracy, must help Indonesian friends to theix free-
dom, too,

28

r

CHAPTER SIX
CONCLUSIONS

- I thas war s iy faet @ war Jor the liberation of peoples
st assure the sovereign equality of peoples !,hmuyhou.{,
the world. . . The principles of the Atlantic Chayier
must be guaranteed to the world as g whole—in all oceuns
éu_ad. wm all conpinents.” . (My. Sumner Welles, then Assistant
.Bgi;Io‘atalgi;)f State for the USA., in o broadeast, Mareh

The question of Indonesian advance is not only an

Indo:nesian question but an Australian one. l.ow wages
and incomes, for colonial workers and farmers, threaten
our standards here. . The Australian Labour Movement
has a very direct interest in Indonesia's struggle: for
freu?:clom, and the right to organise in Trade Unions and
political parties, and plan for a better life.

~ But it's not only the working-class that is interested
in a higher standard for the peoples of the Pacific,

Ourl Vital Needs‘

I'.”iTi]l ['l" = !"" 3 1 4 et N i "’.
) Australia is dependent on Indonesian production for
vital needs. e get nearly all our tea, petrol, oils,
kapok and quinine from Indonesia. Also large sdpplies
of rubber etc.
‘ The trade of Indonesia with other Pacific countries
including Australia, tends to increase. In 1913, thc;
percentage of her total imports which was from Pacific
countries was 24.7%; in 1929, 37.49%: in 1934
42_.5% G0, It would. be to Australia's advantage ii’
this healthy increase should continue.
Richer Indonesians, More Trade

In 1937, while Indonesian exports to Australia
totalled 40,401,000 guilders, imports from  Australia
were only 15,396,000 guilders 7 order to fuylly
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develop our exports to Indonesia, which can mean greater
trade for our Australian manufacturing industry and
create employment for our people, a sine qua non is a
higher standard of living for the Indonesian people, a
free Indonesia, able to decide her own economic life,
and not subject to the dictates of European monopoly

influences.

With the defeat of Japan, and her likely collapse as
a major industrial power, Australia can also supply many
needs of the Indonesian people formerly supplied by
Japanese monopolists. Indonesia's imports from Japan
before the war were worth 85,108,000 guilderd, her
exports to Japan 24,788,000 guilders (38),

There is a certain inconsistency when, while we are’
fighting a war for democracy, we have in our midst
friends and neighbours living in Australia who enjoy no
democracy even while they are here, who are man-
powered and ordered around by a Government they
have had no part in electing and in which they have no

confidence.

Bluntness Suggested

So let's tell our Dutch allies frankly :(—

“We don't like seeing people pushed around. WWe
sympathise with neighbours who are struggling  for
nationhood in the same way we had to struggle for ours
in Australia in the past. We don't like concentration
camp methods, or deportation of patriots to far off
lands. That is too much like the convict system we had
to fight against so bitterly here.

“Australia, Mr. Dutch Ally,”" let us say, “wants to

trade and have dealings with a free and democratic
Indonesia -and not with a colony.

because it's a matter important to our defence, and to
our own future,—as well as the future of the world.”
Finis.
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