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In this booklet we reproduce a number of articles originally
published in the journal Australian Communist’’. We do so be-
cause in our opinion they serve a useful purpose in the people’s
struggle in Australia. " Australian Communist’” is a journal of the
Communist Party of Australia (Marxist-Leninist). It strives to es-
pouse Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought.

The task of the Communist Party of Australia (M-L) is to
strive to lead the Australian working class and its allies in the strug-
gle for independence from imperialism. No other class than the
Australian working class can solve this problem. The Communist
Party of Australia (M-L) is the Party of the Australian working
class, that is, it concentrates the real hopes of the Australian
workers.

It is a cardinal principle of Marxism-Leninism that revolu-
tion can neither be exported nor imported.

Only a Party armed with Marxism-Leninism and deeply
based in the masses and particularly the workers can lead the rev-
olutionary struggle. Thus the Communist Party of Australia (M-L)
set out to base itself deeply in the Australian working class and
amongst the Australian people to lead them step by step to revolu-
tionary struggle. In the process the Communists learn from the
Australian workers and people. There is no substitute for the pro-
cess.

The precise path to independence and then to socialism in
Australia can only be determined in Australia and according to the
way in which the Australian revolutionary struggle unfolds. This
lies in integrating the world outlook of Marxism-Leninism-Mao
Tsetung Thought with actual Australian conditions.

The principles of revolution were deduced by Marx and
Engels by an examination of all history of all countries, of all
societies. They demonstrated laws that governed social events and
history.
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 INVESTIGATING FOREIGN
- OWNERSHIP IN AUSTRALIA

In the Commonwealth Senate a decision was made
to set up a Select Committee to investigate foreign
ownership in Australia. The Committee has advertised
its terms of reference and sought evidence. The terms
of reference deserve close study. They are:

’l’he Senate has resolved that a Select Committec be

to enquire into and report upon forcign owncr-
and control of Australian commerce, mdustries, land

and resources and in particular to report upon:

’ (a} the increasing alienation of the beneficial owner-

3 ship of Australian resources to non-Australian
mterests;

(b) whether or not foreign ownership and control of
Australian commerce, industrics, land and 1e-
sources is prejudicial to Australia’s interests i all

. circumstances,

¢) whether in respect of any commerce, industry, land
( umbmgnmmmlupmmnﬂ 1
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(f) the operation of exchange control restrictions whicl
may prevent Australian investors from buying sharcs
in companies registered overseas which haye a major
beneficial interest in an Australian company;

(g) the advantages and disadvantages of existing and
potential foreign investment, with particular regard
to export performance, commercial and industrial
initiatives, and introduction of valuable skills and
technology;

(h) whether the purpose for which foreign capital is
sought or is made available should be a factor in
determining its acceptability; ;

and to recommend such legislative and administrati
ures by the CO‘H‘II’!‘LOHWCZﬂﬂgl, either a]unedorllilrlls':cfc‘)lil)vi::::gs—
with the States, as will ensure such Australian Ownersli'ni ;: !}
control of Australian participation in the ownershi 4 Ecl
control of Australian commerce, industries, land arlljda 4
amurc';:j;.l as will protect and advance the interests of Australrif;
ese terms obviously raise questio ;
portance for all J‘Sustraliauzrs.llal l{i{:l(! self ITS_SOf )
questions are brought so sharply {;, Lt uch
flects the growing opposition o b PCOR]C. e
domination of Australia. i penlist

; Big questions about Austr:
this whole matter,

The assumptions of the §
reference are clear enough. ‘
vestigation seclf is more Austral | the in-
tion of Australia. They want Au ploi
exploited by Australian capita
capitalists. There are in fact A
oppose foreign domination. And I
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there is no possibility of building Australia into an inde-
pendent capitalist country free from foreign imperialist con-
trol nor of building Australia into an independent imperial-
ism. The world, other than the socialist world, is already
divided among the great powers and there is not room
for a new comer, let alone a newcomer of the comparatively
minor significance (in a world sense) of Australia.

The path therefore of these capitalists must lie in
joining forces with the anti-imperialist struggle. The main
force in that anti-imperialist struggle is the working class.
It is the most selfless, most farsighted, most cohesive, most
disciplined force. It 1s directly exploited by the foreign
imperialists and in the first place by U.S. imperialism. It
alone has the power to be the leading force in struggle
against imperialism. Around the working class farmers,
clerks, small business people can be united. All sections
of Australians except the collaborators with imperialism are
squeezed and exploited by the imperialists.

The questions posed n the terms of reference have n
fact been largely answered. Certainly there is much detail
still to be uncovered as to imperialist domination. But
it is clear tor example, that “forcign ownership and control
of Australian commerce, industrics, land and resources” 15
prejudicial to Australia in all circumstances. It is clear
it is excessive.

Nor is it a question of the best method of how to com-
bat it. There is only one method and that method is not
the mobilisation of Australian capital but the mobilisation
of Australian people in struggle against the imperialists and
their local collaborators. There is a place for capitalists but
not for substitution of one monopoly exploitation for
another and in any event as we¢ have pointed out there is
no possibility of Australian monopoly control.  Australian

3



patriotic capitalists can give their support to the pcoplc
struggle. Doubtless terms can be worked out for that 1.,
this 1s an all cmbracing people’s struggle under the leadcii,

of the working class. %
Again the terms of reference contemplate only (o,
exclusively) parliamentary measures to deal with the prol,
lem. This overlooks the fact that parliament is the inst)
tution of the impenalist dominators of Australia. The rut
less U.S., Japancse and British imperialists are sca
to allow their own parliamentary in
them out of existence in favour of their

The US. and other imperialists back theh- B
ploitation of Australia with armed force both extern :
mternal. They resist and will resist with that armed fore
any challenge to them ew
would prefer to buy
bated by armed fore
imperialist struggle is

¢ can only be com-

ating imperialist
The problem

approached in a class way et gt e
stamped with the brand of a2 ¢l

penialists speak of Australia they
Australia. When the Australg
ralia they speak from an anti

not be an Australian capitalist Ausf
Australia — people’s i

ARMED STRUGGLE AND
REVISIONISM

The revisionist ‘C'PA has recently published a
pamphlet by John Sendy (“Socialism . . ") which quotes
Lenin and other Marxists in order to justify “peaceful
transition to socialism”. This quoting of Lenin to oppose
Lenin is nothing unusual for revisionists; after all if they
did not do this they would not be bourgeois revision-
ists at all, they would just be common or garden bour-
geois liberals (and bourgeois fascists) because that is
what their ideology, stripped of the “quotations”, amounts
to.

Lenin wrote a great deal and it is not hard for revision-
ists to find isolated words and phrases that, taken out of
context, can support their views, there is nothing at all
surprising about this. What is surprising in Sendy’s pamphlet
however is the depths to which he sinks in secking to use
Lenin for his own purposes. Instead of merely distorting
Lenin (which is now so common as to be almost ‘acceptable’
from the revisionists!), Sendy goes one step further and
actually reverses him! We reproduce below Sendy’s quote
from Lenin and what Lenin actually said. The example
is instructive, not only because it clearly indicates the difter-
ence between Lenin’s views on armed struggle, and Sendy’s
but also because it sheds light on how and why Sendy
quotes Lenin. It shows that Sendy’s distortions of Lenin
are not merely confusion or “misunderstanding”, but a
deliberate and conscious policy of lying. No other in
terpretation is possible when Sendy reads an article by Lenim
on “Cuerilla Warfare” (Vol 11, Collected Works, cited on

5
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1 g 2ty ﬁ l ¢
(quoit{e:ireil:sf:ﬁm:g P ﬁom p 19 of his pamphic
context.): B e md of taking him out of

“Th D oy
en there are : ]
those young revolutionaries, who

despite their praiseworthy efforts and volume of worl.

attempt to a e cari
p e caricature of Maoism to

Autinlinn ool |
d::s ismrti‘pe forbet to think that the working
ing between the workers and - the only things stand

n are ALP politicians,

trade union bureaucrats and * " of the CPA

“To give some exa
ardour (sic). At a July 4 d
a handful rushed to the he
consulate chanting ‘people’s
prominent young ‘Maoists’
people’s militia among stude
police appearances on campus,
of Vanguard after stating
way to political power goes
arming of the workers’ as bei
persistent work to organize :
its political consciousness’.

h to the US
", Recently,
nation of
to combat

.‘Such are the kind of
Lenin argued in connection wi
day, ‘demoralise workers, repel
populaﬁon’. disorganize th'e “:!l.
revolution’. Such tactics are again
intellectuals who are either incapa

revolutionary struggle with the labor movement or lack any
real possibilities to do s0.”  (emphasis ours)

Here is what Lenin actually said in his article about
the armed struggle (“Guerilla Warfare”, Collected Works
Vol 11, p 213-223. Also published elsewhere as “Partisan
Warfare”, originally written in 1906) :

“The usual appraisal ot the struggle we are describing
is that it is anarchism, Blanquism, the old terrorism, the
acts of individuals isolated from the masses, which de-
moralise the workers, repel wide strata of the population,
disorganise the movement and injure the revolution.
Examples in support of this appraisal can easily be found
in the events reported every day in the newspapers.

“But are such examples convincing? (Here Lenm
examines the example of guerilla warfare 1n the Lettish
territory, citing with approval such things as the publication
by the party newspaper of regular lists of spies ‘whom it is
the duty of every decent person to exterminate’, and the
reporting of a sum of 5,600 rubles contributed by 2 party
branch ‘for arms’ and obtained ‘by expropriation’ ~Ed.)

«The example of the Letts clearly demonstrates how
incorrect, unscientific and unhistorical is the practice so Very
common among us of analysing guerilla warfare without
reference to the circumstances of an uprising. These circum-
stances must be borne in. mind, we must reflect on the
peculiar features of an intermediate period between big
acts of insurrection, we must realise what forms of struggle
inevitably arise in such circumstances, and not try to shirk
the issue by a collection of words learned by rote such
as are used equally by the (liberal bourgeoisie and other
reactionaries) anarchism, robbery, hooliganism!

1
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“It is not guerilla actions
ment, but the weakness of 2 pa
taking such actions under its cop
anathemas which we Russians usyal
actions go hand in hand with secr
guerilla actions which really do disorg

“What we have said about dj
N - d
to demoralisation, It s not gue

moralises, but unorganized, irregular, non-party guerilla acts.
We shall not nid ourselves one least bit of this most un-
questionable demoralisation by condemning and cursing
guerilla actions . . .

“. .. We fully admit criticism of diverse forms of civil
war from the standpoint of military expediency . . . But we
absolutely demand in the name of the principles of Marxism
that an analysis of the conditions of civil war should not be
evaded by hackneyed and stereotyped talk about anarchism,
Blanquism and terrorism, and that senscless methods of
guerilla activity adopted by some organisation or other . . .
at some moment or other should not be used as a bogey
when discussing the question of the participation of the
(Communist) Party as such in guerilla warfare in general,

“The argument that guerilla warfare disorganises the
movement must be regarded critically. ‘Every new form of
struggle, accompanied as it is by new dangers and new
sacrifices, inevitably ‘disorganises’ organisations which are un-
prepared for this new form of struggle . . . But this does
not mean that one must not fight. It means that one must
learn to fight. That is all.

“When I see (Communists) proudly and smugly de-
claring ‘we are not anarchists, thieves, robbers, we are
superior to all this, we reject guerilla warfare’, — I ask my-
self: Do these people realise what they are saying? Armed
clashes and conflicts between the Black-Hundred govern-
ment and the population are taking place all over the
country. This is an absolutely inevitable phenomenon at
the present stage of development of the revolution. The
population is spontaneously and in an unorganised way he
and for that very reason often in unfortunate and undesir-
able forms — rcacting to this phenomenon also by armed

9



conflicts and !thcks. I can understand us refraining fro),,

leadership of this spontaneous struggle in a particula
place or at a particular time because of the weakncss i
unpreparedness of our organisation . . . But when [ see o
(Communist) theoretician or publicist not displaying regic
over this unpreparedness, but rather a proud smugness ai
a selfexalted tendency to repeat Y:l;ases learned by rotc
in early youth about anarchism, Blanquism and terrorisi.

I am hurt by this d 5 ¢ :
doctrine in the worl '-.g adation of the most revolutionan

Could any HONEST person, reading this article o
Lenin's say that Lenin would have disagreed with :;itéciiatcf-
ment in Vanguard that “step by step arming of the workers "
is “inseparable from patient persistent work to organise the
working class . . .”? Could anyone but a DELI
LIAR be responsible for quoting only
Lenin refutes, and not his refutation of“

Earlier (p18) Sendy quotes from the same arti

in, saying: “To attempt to answer yes or no
question whether any particular means of stry
be used, without making a detailed exami
concrete situation of the given mome:
of its development, means complete
Marxist view”. Needless to say Le
against parliamentarism and trade
favour of guerilla warfare. Nevert
portant and it is entirely reasonable
Lenin certainly would not say that s
ported guerilla warfare in Russia ir
should, in Australia in 1972 (neither f
we, we are not arguing for the desirabil
msurrection tomorrow, but for the i
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resisting the cxisting level of police violence now, and pre-
paring for future armed struggle as this violence continues
intensifying). But what is imteresting about Sendy’s quote
is that he does indicate the source on this occasion, whereas
he doesn’t for the completely dishonest quote about armed
struggle demoralising the workers, disorganizing the move-
ment etc. One can only conclude that he was fully aware of
his deceit and did not want anyone casually looking up his
references to come across it. (Without exception, all Sendy’s
“quotations” are taken out of context from works which
in essence argue in favour of armed struggle, but this was
the most glaring example of something not merely “out of
context”, but an OUTRIGHT LIE).

So much for Sendy’s complaint that people “should
talk about Lenin a lot less and study his writings a lot
more instead of just the bits and pieces selected and handed
on by Stalin and his successors” (p 12 — perhaps he would
prefer us to confine ourselves to the falsifications selected for
us by Sendy and his colleagues! )

It is not at all surprising that Sendy refrains from
accurately quoting Lenin’s article. 'We need only compare
Lenin’s remarks on the relation between national oppression
and guerilla warfare, with Sendy’s conclusion that‘urmed
struggle is “justified” (3ic) “Where national oppression has
to be fought ... ", to understand his reticence about quoting
Lenin. Nevertheless it is surprising to see Sendy deliberately
falsifying Lenin’s writings. Even with the safeguard of not
citing the source of the quotation, surely a more prudent
policy would have been to pass over the point in silence?

The reason for this recklessness is simple. The revision-
ists are getting desperate. More and more Australians are

ing the necessity for armed struggle, and they are doing
so under the leadership of Marxist-Leninists (why else would

11
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It is of course true that Mao's writings refer mainly
to Chinese conditions, after all, it is only geniuses like
Sendy who are able to proclaim the path the whole word
is to follow, without having any concrete knowledge as to
what is going on.

Here is what Mao actually says in regard to the asser
tion that “In Australia other paths are open to sevolution-
- £ "

“The seizure of power by armed force, the settlement
of the issue by war, is the central task and the highest form
of revolution. This Marxist-Leninist principle of revolu-
tion holds good universally, for China and for all other

:

“But while the principle remains the same, its apphi-
cation by the party of the proletariat finds expression in
varying ways according to the varying conditions . . . "
(emphasis ours).

This is the very first paragraph in the article to which
Sendy refers, “Problem s of War and Suat?y It is mot

1 ' ith i refrains from
quoting it but he can hardly expect us to believe fhat he
pever moticed this introduction, or that he honestly be
that Mao would disagree with the Jication of bis
views on armed struggle in Austrdlia in 1972 (despite Sendy's
MdWMBmﬂhcﬂ’swmﬂwamﬂ).
mud-wdwvm it
# .m’ lm‘ t F.m@. ' mu
struggle and people’s war. It a5 mot enough for us to affewm
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qﬂ “ultimatel Epoﬂ armed struggle (as
ﬂw : the”m-:eﬂmnfsum in words), wgeg must
M prepare for it with deeds. Lenin’s article o
Guerilla Warfare and Mao’s article on Problems of War
and Strategy make a good start for study, actually combating
and replying to, fasclst police violence, makes a good starl
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A !.nt it be thought that it is only from Leninism and
Mao Tsetung Thought that Sendy departs, and that it is
somehow possible to do this while remaining a a “Marxist”,
we conclude this article with some Ml by Engels i

his classic work “AntiDuhring”. Engels deals thh the

very heart of Sendy’s position, no less elmly«ﬂim‘  Lenin
or Mao: i

. That force, however plays anot
than that of a diabolical power) “in his
role; that, in the words of Marx, it is th
old society which is pregnant with the
instrument by the aid of which the s
its way through and shatters the de
forms — of this there is not a word
Mr. Sendy — Ed.). It is only with
he admits the possibility that force
sary for the overthrow of the econ
tion — unfortunately, because
demoralizes the person who uses
the immense moral and spiritual i
sulted from every victorious revolutit
Germany, where a violent collision
be forced on the people — would at least
of wiping out the servility which has pen
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consciousness as a result of the humiliation of the Thirty
Yearss War. And this parson’s mode of thought — lifeless,
insipid and impotent — claims to impose itself on the most
revolutlonary party which history has known!” (Quoted by
Lenin in “The State and Revolution” Chapter 1, 5. 4).

15



YENAN "TALKS" OF GREAT
ASSISTANCE TO US

Chairman Mao’s opening remarks to, and his sun
ming up of the discussion at the “Talks At The Yena:
Forum On Literature And Art” are a brilliant develo)
ment of Marxism-Leninism. They deserve constant an.
serious study by all Australian revolutionaries.

At tlus_ fomm,_mirman Mao made crystal clear, tli
truth that ideology is the fundamental question in the cla
struggle against reaction. Over the last decade we ha.c
waged, and are still waging, a basic strugg
struggle, against revisionism. This stry
for a correct outlook, a correct ideology.
class stand of the proletariat or do we take
of the bourgeoisie — this is the question
everything. If we take the stand of the
that we have to wage a deep and tho
against all bourgeois influence. We
the bourgeoisie, not passively but
that we take up the battle for the
letariat, the leadership of the proletari
the last ten years we have waged #
against the two sacred cows of parliam
trade unionism. In this we have re
: %’a‘d down by the DON I'_::"

range the working class against the g
slnpandlhcmstmmtagoaf that die
The capitalist class exploits the worki
working people. In life this means that
lead a hard life, an insecure life. Thei
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arc not sufficient to mect their nceds; the pressure, despite
improved production techniques, is in the direction of
depression of living standards. On the other hand the
monopolists, that is the big capitalists amass huge profits.
These profits come from the exploitation of the people.

The people struggle constantly against this situation,
Everywhere there is spontancous struggle, struggle that has
immediate demands such as higher pay, better job con-
ditions and, in a broader sense, struggle against pollution,
forcign domination and for the independence of Australia.
Such now is the breadth and depth of the people’s struggles
in Australia that the ruling class (and their class is under
the dominance of US. imperialism) is using force more
and more openly to smash them and break them up.

The task of revolutionaries is to join in all these
struggles, become part of them in order to give them
revolutionary perspective. This can only be done by inte-
grating Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought with the
practice of these struggles. When we talk of revolutionary
perspective we mean joining the immediate, spontaneous
struggle to the long range struggle to oy erthrow the capital-
ist ruling class and establish a state that is under the leader-
ship of the working class and scrves all the working people.

The people develop class consciousness in struggle.
This is fundamental. As Chairman Mao says:

“In our struggle for the liberation of the Chinese people
there are various fronts, among which there arc the fronts
of the pen and of the gun, the cultural and military fronts
To defeat the enemy we must rely primarily on the army
with guns. But this army alone is not enough; we must alse
have a cultural army, which is absolutely im‘]nspsnsabie for
uniting our own ranks and defeating the enemy.

17



i capitalist class relies fundamentally on force
! u its state machine. But it must have its “culi;
alsc 'ﬂgmpﬂntdludoes not just exploit people and 1c.,
it at “ No, it is forced to conduct a ruthless ..
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to justify exploitation and aggressive ﬁ&'ﬂt,mnies thi
ideological struggle right down into the - of the workers
Its newspapers, T.V., radio are used | day ir
the battle to stop the people from dey R
ideas, from rebelling. Without its
battle the capitalist class would be in
reality would assert itself ever-more s
class pays great attention to its ideol
mstance when people with talent em
away from bourgeois influences and
proletarian art and literature, the
deliberately to bribe them and bring
There are examples of this in Aus
3 mention _ﬂ:ﬂeir names here. Afte
writers, influenced by the a
the people which tesulbtzd in .:?
and its allies, emerged. But some ¢
succumbed to revisionism, that is the
of the working class and working
peacefully through the so-called der
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capitalism. Look around — there is no artist or writer
who gained prominence in the period mentioned who is
today upholding the red flag of revolution. They are all
conforming, keeping well within those capitalist boundaries.
And they try to justify themselves by shouting at revolu-
tionaries “leftism” or ‘“secretarianism”.

Today there is a great upsurge of revolutionary struggle.
It is the main trend right throughout the world and in
Australia. It is creating fertile conditions for the sprouting
of revolutionary art and literature; art and literature that
assists the working class to see itself not only as a class,
but as the most advanced class of society, the class which
is going to liberate mankind forever. What a really glorious
perspective this is! We are now gaining some good, solid
experience in the revolutionary class struggle and this ex-
perience can be written about. Past experience can be
written about in the light of the new revolutionary ex-
perience. The prospects are, indeed, very exciting. Nothing
can stop the ‘new culture” from arising. It is already
sprouting. Chairman Mao in the “Talks” said “to oppose
the new culture the Chinese reactionaries can naw only
pit quantity against quality’.” Proletarian culture is quality
and much can be done with quality. No matter, at the
beginning, if form is a bit rough it is the content that counts.
Content decides form and with helpful criticism, study and
effort new techniques will be developed to give the highest
expression to revolutionary content. In this issue some
comrades have made some contributions. All revolution-
aries should study them and offer helpful criticism. “What
we demand is the unity of politics and art, the unity of
content and form, the unity of revolutionary political con-

19
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MESSAGE OF COMMUNIST
OF AUSTRALIA (M-L)

—Signed by E. F. Hill, C, L. O'Shea,
N. L. Gallagher and E. A, Bull

Ever since the rebellion of students against reaction-
ary university councils commenced, the Communist
Party of Australia (M.L.) has supported the rebellion.

The Party has not necessarily supported every view or
every action in the rebellion. But it has wholeheartely sup-
ported the essence of the rebellion and has joined in it with
people who have different views and participated in getions
with which it may not have wholly agreed.

This has been because we see the essence of the re-
bellion as against imperialism, and in the first place,
against U.S. imperialism.

What has happened in the world that has led to
students’ rebellion?

Imperialism has increasingly isolated itsclf from the
people. Its anti-popular position has become clearer. It
has been unable to depend upon its monopoly of ideas.
Its ideas have lost their capacity to deceive.

This is because the naked exploiting character of im-
perialism has been forced into the open. The world has
been divided up among the great imperialist powers so that
there are no new “untouched” areas for imperialist ex-
ploitation. That means that the imperialists struggle to
intensify their exploitation of other countries, they jostle
each other out, what was one imperialism’s domain becomes
another imperialism’s domain. So Australia from being the
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‘l‘hepnﬁu of the oppressed countrics have 1,

against impenialism. Just as the hardships imposcd on 11,
mlu by the imperialist war of 1914-1918 led to chelli,
by the peoples and the great October socialist revolutio,
in Russia, so World War 11, and particularly its ultin,.
anti-fascist cbnmctet, led to world wide rebellion of 11
peoples. China’s liberation was achicved in 1949, ‘'
were great upheavals throughout Europe.  The most popnl
ous phom the world, Asia, Africa and Latin Amcric
m{ . 1? centres 1(,]{- anti-imperialist struggle.
mpenalism was beng challenged as never before

very lnmval was in issuf Chi:1aghg¢%- T Ii:tfo(r)t‘t “E
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%oople_had ~mounted an unpreceden 1

S g:adnt mmperialism. Al over the world revoll :it{::;
occurred or was brewing. What was at stake w
historical destiny of the peoples — either impe i
slavement or liberation. |

Ciritical to the survival of imperi:
perialism must strive to maintain tl?eL '
[:tl must maintain people, cadres, expe
;im eas. It was put by the great Russian

t as crisis ‘develops imperialism
number of “scientists agitators and pr
serve to train these experts. Univ
ﬁ of being objective, propagate
o of the status quo, they allow “de
imits that are not formally defined b
as if formally defined, that the de
challenge imperialism, i

To be objective means to recognise facts and facts in
their essential movement. It is objective to recognise the
crisis of imperialism and its overthrow by the oppressed
peoples. These things are objective facts. To deny them
or to recognise them and then to deny their implications is
not to be objective. The universities serve to impose a
class “objectivity” i.e. an objectivity which suits the im-
perialists. Our objectivity is based on an analysis of the
facts, where they are going and people’s conscious participa-
tion in social affairs as facts. We beliecve that Marxism
alone holds the answer to proper analysis: “The Marxist
philosophy of dialectical materialism has two outstanding
characteristics.. One is its class naturc: it openly avows
that dialectical materialism is in the service of the proletariat.
The other is its practicality: it emphasises the dependence
of theory on practice, emphasises that theory is based on
practice and in tumn serves practice.” (Mao Tsetung)

The universitics aim to turn out ideologists and function-
aries of capitalism who propagate ideas to serve imperial-
ism or at least not to challenge it. This whole process has
been greatly intensified in recent times.

Of course the current questioning of “accepted” ideas
has caused a change in the tactics of university authorities.
These authorities stress the old ideas of “objectivity,” “the
search for truth”, “academic freedom”, etc. In certain
ways, they carry those ideas into effect. But they never
carry them to the effect of a real challenge to the social
system they serve. All this has been made clear in all
universities in the capitalist world. In the final ana]ysnﬁ
their “‘objectivity”, “academic freedom”, “scarch for truth
have to be protected by police, army, courts and gaols.
Imperialist U.S.A. and Japan provide the most spectacular
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examples. Australia has seen it in universities i, Brisha,
dney, Melbourne, Adelaide, Perth, Hobart and C.y/,,,
ehin the “academic freedom”, “objectivity”, “searcl
it .dl:.“;tll!llﬂMlﬂltlm, Derham and Glenn st
army, police, courts and gaols. This is not to refl.
Ohg& personally but to show that despitc wl,..
u - men carry out imperialist policy. Rebellio,

3 hb"sef'lomly and act upon “objectivit,
hm Mﬂh n, “search 501' truth”, soon find that

things have imperialist limits,
A university is

— E‘lﬂhsm'
iur_ P

or labor party members appear on suchi Couneils. 1hat toq
is only camouflage. These Councils directly ensure that
imperialist policy is carried out in the universities. In
Australia, as the whole bias of thought has been in the
direction of U.S. imperialism, so the University Councils
and ideas are part of that bias. Concessions to student
representation or hearing students, etc. are indeed con-
cessions, concessions by imperialism. These concessions do
not in any way alter the essential imperialist content of
University Councils. By their very nature of concessions,
they confirm that imperialist content,

In short, universities are just as much a vital part of
imperialism as are newspapers, armies, police, courts, gaols,
cle.

It is precisely against imperialism that people’s struggle
has developed. It takes varying forms, from the armed
struggle of the Vietnamese people to the demonstrations
against and criticisms of impenalism in Australia.

The student body of Australian universities is com-
posed of honest courageous and sensitive young men and
women. They are not in the main imperialist or imperial-
ist minded. Their minds have not been corrupted or filled
up with a lot of rubbish. The world outside their minds
is in fact a world of poverty in the midst of plenty, of
enormously rich countries and enormously poor countries,
of war aganst people like the Vietnamese people, of disasters
like the Yarra Bridge collapse with multiple deaths, of enorm-
ous profits and exploitation, of inflation, of difficulty in
getting jobs, of ideas that do not explain these things but
seek to justify them or push them to one side. Naturally
they revolt. They seck a way out. They would stand con-
demnned if they didn’t seck a way out.
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"then they are compellc | are essentially similar to those used to repress workers
?Cﬂhtﬂﬁ struggles. 'Eihc gausclthcy both serve is common: the
P B licected i 1| weapons uscd against them are common. We helieve
311 u‘ agm:m”ﬂ ;hu‘uld unite and struggle. We believe the opprestl;yn
- ' against students and workers is a component part of the

F_Ilﬂl .‘;/a}r;a(ic;, ion which in Indo-China takes the form of bombs,
tics. en the gas, chemicals, ctc.

As Communists we believe in socialism but we do not
demand as a condition of our participation in and su
for workers’ and students’ struggle adherence to socialism
So long as the given struggle serves the cause of the people
against imperialism (even if that be fairly remote) we
participate in and support it.

In the current struggle at LaTrobe we have supported
the students from the beginning. We do not seek to
impose our Communism on them. We believe that they
are waging an entirely just anti-imperialist struggle and
are quite capable of making their own decisions, Their
demands arc modest demands but they are important de-
mands. The University Council at La Trobe is composed
of big businessmen and their representatives. That is 2
simple fact. That Council is acting to suppress the
students. It is doing so as a test for repression throughout
all Australian universities. Civen success, repression will
hcintauiﬁeﬂmdthcunxofimpaialismmmpam‘
mg::d. (It threatens also all workers). We do
not believe the Council will be successful. It will be
e b e . L3 Tiobe sudent

- -' - - C4 2
are acting in” sccondante. with that tiend. They have
abundant support. e

Australian Communist No. 52 (June 1972)



- REVOLUTION IS THE MAIN
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~ TREND IN AUSTRALIA

Revolution is the main trend in the wo
Y : rid today
This embraces Australia. Seemingly, appearances !u‘ll\{-
prospects of revolution in Australia. But Mary.
Leninists look below the surface,

G\ustr_aha exists in a real world. Its dependent positio:
on US. imperialism rtenders it subject to all the ups an
downs of US. imperialism's crisis. U.S. imperialism is cn
ulfed in the general crisis of capitalism which set in .
orld War 1 and it is beset by tl,g eriodical crisis of
capitalism within that general crisis, US, imperialism i
beset and pesleged by the people of the world. It 1"
:s:ail‘::_by ‘t‘lsl oc\]vn people. Tt is a coloss h feet of cla,
in called i ige ‘ (

i t and a paper ttger* irmar
In Australia an ever
agamst USS. imperialism is developing
deepening. Under the leadership of t
and more people are participating in §
_ There are many many struggles.
vanious issues. They have their ups ang
. ruggle of the ing el
big struggles for improvement :‘;1022:)1 .
of these have been in industries no
monopolies but any struggle in Aus
dmons_ inevitably affects the U.S. im
ment in conditions threatens them
ments whereas a defeat for the worker
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the employer involved but the U.S. monopolies which consti-
tute the core of capitalism in Australia. Again any struggle
against pollution either directly affects the U.S. monopolies
or indirectly affects them in a similar way. This is because
again victory in the struggle against pollution even though
it may not be (though most will) directly against US.
monopolies affects the chief polluters, the U.S. monopolists.
A struggle in a university has similar implications. It is
so throughout the length and breadth of struggle.

A special word should be said about the Australian
black people. Victory for them in their land rights struggle
or in their struggle for equality or for improved wages on,
for example, the cattle stations, affects the U.S. imperialists
in their drive to take over Australian land and minerals.
They have a special interest and special experience in te-
pression of black people.

We mention all this because all struggle does as a
matter of fact, as a matter of objective reality run into
the anti-U.S. imperialist stream and insofar as Japanese
imperialism increasingly enters Australia, then into the anti-
Japanese militarist stream.

All these struggles have greatly intensified over recent
years. They have become more bitter. The U.S. imperialists
and their local stooges have resorted to more and more
repression and more vicious repression. We have pointed
out, for example, that when rebels were first brought before
the courts sometimes cases were dismissed or adjourned for
long periods to be ultimately dismissed. When that did
not stop rebellion small fines were imposed. When that
did not work, larger fines were imposed. When that did
not work small gaol terms were imposed. When that did
not work longer terms were imposed and then indefinite
imprisonment.
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o ti?n muu::dmh m comparatively quick iy,
workers working people. Some result i
backs [m' the workers and working people.  Some canse 1.
les, some cause more casualtics, somec canse
m:ultle;, Sme are and go through many pha
m vmyud 10ds of defeat. In the L'Ulll ¢ 0f
struggle one must never be led astray by victory o1 ¢
down by defeat. The revolutionary struggle is “tortuo,
Of its nature it has victories, defeats, setbacks, casualt
Some people are apt to be led astrav by victories and
jected i defeats not understanding that no revolution
struggle w‘e_ver was waged without victories and defeats. 1.c11 1
m o out that intellectuals particularly tend to be afflictc|
st temate moods of exaltation and despair. Stalin war
danger of dizziness with success at some achievemcr !
The revolutionary struggle in Austral
There will be no quick, no easy victory. I
many phases and it will go through many
certain to be successful but it must be worky
for. Supreme optimism is certainly cor
room for pessimism. Our optimism is g
sponsibility, of materialist dialectics,
patgd fur victories and responsibly asse
optimism, mistaking a partial victo
quite wrong. Pessimism in defeat is
must be analysed, assessed. ’
] Tl;ough we have done much to |
m:?aﬂument, against trade union pol
against illusions about democracy, ag
would be quite wrong to think t]
There is much to be done both in
and in the way of experience.
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We are well aware that force and violence are weapons
of the U.S. imperialists and their Australian stooges. The
army is the chicf component of their state power. It is
used for internal repression and external aggression. It

must be met by the forcc and violence of the people’s
united front against U.S. imperialism and its local stooges.
That demands a peoplc’s army. As yet there is not a people’s
army. Only embryonic experience in people’s revolutionary
violence against counter-revolutionary force and violence
has been gained. There is much experience and much hard
work involved in solving this problem. But the problem
must be stated, must bc worked at, for it involves the
central question of revolution, the seizure of state power.
To overestimate its development can lead to dangerous
putschist moves. to underestimate it leads to disarming the
people against the enemy. In the process of devclopment
on this matter, setbacks arc scarcely avoidable but it is
certain that the sctbacks arc sccondary to great achievement.

The place of sctbacks and sacrifices must be seen
the revolutionary.struggle. Wc do not want setbacks or
sacrifices. But we arc materialists.  History, facts show
they are unavoidable. Our job in daring to struggle,
daring to win, is to minimize them and to avoid unnecessary
setbacks and sacrifices. Our approach to this is determined
by the mass line of Marxism-Leninism-Mao  Tsetung
Thought. We are living in a period of new awakening of
the working people of Australia. “If we tried to go on
the offensive when the masses arc not yet awakened, that
would be adventurism. If we insisted on Jeading the masses
to do anything against their will. we would certainly fail.
If we did not advance when the masscs demand advance,
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WE STUDY TO PROMOTE
REVOLUTION -
NOT TO BE KNOW-ALLS

The spirit of studying problems together is one for
which persistent fighting is required within the Party
and revolutionary movement. Personal ease of mind
and liveliness is how it is sometimes put, The atmosphere
must be created in which comrades feel they can put
forward their point of view without reservation.

Only by the cxchange of vicws i this spint, only by
the studying of problems in this way, can correct conclusions
be reached.

It is simply a fact that some people arc timid and other
people ate bold in putting forward viewpoints, Some
people are domineering and impaticnt with views that differ
from their own. They make it very difficult for others to
put a different point of view. Such people must study how
to develop the style of work that puts an end to any form
of supptession or limitation of other viewpomts

Those who take part in revolutionary activity are honest,
sincere people. They all without exception make 2 con-
tribution, Australian revolutionanes, particularly  amongst
the young, have displayed wonderful initiative and courage.
Phey are the pride and joy of the revolutionary movement:
it vis ton ‘hcir shoulders that great sesponsibility rests.
Youthfal ‘enthusiasm and impationce are very good things
i ar AN sanie tinie thoy can be bad things,  Amongst all
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young revolutionarics 1),

y sur;?isz:o?lcn;\]s B the re. any correct line. Today the situation has changed. But
4 ; h r wd g._f B ot . St.lll there 15 lnot full understanding of how to handle
- bvicndepr diz:j ng i .thc contrary wor d;ﬁcrcnccs. Some do not fully understand that the very
' in envi ng pomts of view vigour and manner of their activity and expression of ideas,
B than environment from one to the ofl.. their style of study and work, docs intimidate others and
i h&gmu nd, d;ﬁ-crmms in experi does not fully contribute to personal ease of mind among
5 M’d # position, ‘dlﬁﬂcnccs ) revolutionaries and liveliness in putting forward ideas, On

> ooy on. ' e the other hand those who feel suppressed or intimidated

t 1o pursue mm_.wi\dt}f & Al_m. ' have an equal responsibility to acquire ease of mind and
1wllbund the M M‘ questio g liveliness and to speak up about their views. In short

_ the people in the struggle to . 1CVO this very problem is onc that must be studied earnestly

. # 40 WiIn pcop- together. ~Criticism and self criticism is the method of

AN T handling differences. By criticism and self criticism we

do not mean its improper use. It requires proper practice
of criticism and self criticism. Chairman Mao said: “We
can never succeed if we just let ourselyes go, and lash out
at him. In treating an ideological or a political malady,
one must never be rough and rash but must adopt the
approach of ‘curing the sickness to save the patient’, which
is the only correct method”  (Rectify the Party’s Style
of Work). To one degree or another we all suffer from
the sickness of imperfection in style of work and study.
We are therefore talking of ourselves. Chairman Mao's
“Combat Liberalism” 1s a very good study in this regard.

eatly assist in lifting up revoly
' Even if a Sta“dPOill)H it T
o others assist in clarifying the corre I
::-m mw stand;%inton]f" ¥
- Commonly astandpoin
Sttt has to be modified in the ]

The suppression of differ -
i ent !
thing. It was characteristic of the

We do not advocate turning the Party into a debating
society against which Lenin 50 vigorously argued and ex-
in such works as “What is to be Done” . Our Party

is a Party of action and operates on the principle that
without revolutionary theory there can be no revolutionary
practice. Its organisational principle is democratic central
ism, the subordination of the minority to the majority and
lower bodies to higher. But, of course, there 15 in the Party
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- ;lt.." wrong publicly to d ; organisation, the history of all.  There are enemies, The
_ ﬂ.’-MBict ot P"'_;l‘ W o class enemy goes to all sorts of trouble to plant agents within
- M butiitiiss very diﬁclr :_”\' f1n' the revolutionary ranks. The prime purpose of this is to
= P ‘m By y fng destroy the mass work of the Party by spying on its mem-
. m . .Flt differences. . lsaers},l dlell]f;t}ng lts acﬁwty and various other filthy gctivities.
_ mehcmlm_ are all Sompletely . AL;C people must be exposed and relentlessly driven out.
e ul. is much  better { o we said they are few and far between. There is no
£ When o“posﬂiwc and put ¢ 8 0 st panacea for revealing them. Experience, however, shows
wtion: lights ¢ thinks oneself R n the that people like Sharpley, Petrov and Co. almost all had
% fight. One g;lght 0. “Comnms “<olp '{ght the no real 1dcolqg1cal grasp. They used the words and phrases
iller was his i the . L e S of Communisim but lacked any grasp of it. They had
Sl in & ﬁmhﬂg:ty of viewp he late K. « no real fecling for people. Commonly they were degenerate
1 i s ; s . ! d people in matters of drink, sex, etc. More -recent cases
‘was' corr Ewhtpotes w:l he expressed 2 view ther ed | are of people with no real politics, even anti-Semitics, liars,
% ect b it on others At he‘thoug) degenerates. In their revelation it is critically important
‘hevwras support but really to test it T consciously, diligently to cultivate an overall high ideological,
political and organisational level in the Party. This does

ey gentle in dissent; he pever
whom one said that it is easy toy

ong, 2grees but difficult ‘to
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mean study. It is not ncarly sufficient for the vanguard
of the working class to have a superficial understanding of
Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsctung Thought. It is not very
difficult to acquire a superficial understanding. Nor is it
very difficult to acquire 2 deeper understanding and it is
precisely thatthat wc must acquire. That deeper under-
standing turns upon the unity of theory and practice. The
“theoretician” alone, the armchair philosopher, is not much
good mor is the “practical” man alone. Deepest study,

t understanding, arise from the synthesis of theory
and practice. One is 0o good without the other; they are
a unity and a division. In the correct atmosphere enemy
agents cannot live, they are perforce exposed. Just because
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PARTY ORGANISATION

Australian Communist has often spoken of the
ideology politics and orgenisation of Communisw. A
ot of attention has been paid to ideology and the need
ﬁoﬂaaitinﬁ‘ltphceinf'arty building. Historically
far too little attention had beeo given (o Marxist-Leninist
ideclogy. After the reconstitution of the Commuuist
Mhl”ﬁbﬁgdmwmmdewcoﬂmthhmd
to place Party building on the ideological plane.

Ideology politics and organisation ate at once @ unity
and division. They serve each other. Ideology on its own
is of no importance. Manx said: “The philosophess have ouly
interpreted the world o vatious ways; the pomnt however
is 4o change it” (Theses on Feuerbach: Thesis XJ).
Mancist-Leninist-Mao Tsetung ideology leads o particular
politics, the politics of class struggle, the struggle of class
against class, 10 Australia the struggle of the people agams!
imperialist domination. Ideology and politics
organisation to semve them. Lenn said that in ks strugghe
for power the working lass has mo other weapon ‘thap
organisation.

Qur Party organisation therefore has the puspose of
SETVITIE m‘uﬂinist-Mao Tsetung ideology and politics.
1t is the most important organisation i Australa and wein
i organisation is the most important thing w
wen Communist. This does not mean
for the sake of membeship. It means

i o change ‘the word. 10 Australia 1t means



i dwﬂlsl ot 1.
oy w0 the Wbri«i oy ¢
and Communist 1.1
i i . Rm(’”"!“
QI — B suprcr .
’ L en of as the Iluy/f:: -
% 5o St It s the .
?""* ;“ general stafi

EEE ATy ‘

» "".*

M e
L the social /.

iy o

 That involves strengthening s politics and iy
don, One cannot cxist sithout the other

Om mnbmlup st b “)mim:;,ui o the best sons
and ers of the ;.-mlx,mm (spcduded m whh e Hgse
from classes who have sdopted 3 proltaran stand )
Those best soms and davghters st place they Com
munist Party membership and organsation abpoluiely m e
first ;;hw in thelr bves, “Vhis s service Lo l"“l"ﬁ T
Party can only devdlop As ongansituns, iy pbitacy and de
M in actual bhu%ﬁj Membwsshiy and ogansation wive
that struggle.

1o the conditions of fap:uhf,ru there s 2 foe Oass
st‘%» ‘)‘J‘,‘ Hﬁw,'q of that S‘fuwh s 10 subom Com
munists from ther sovolutionary duty  Visssumes, crude and
ﬂbﬂt,mts Al the tune, Vi trade sanomst lias the ey
suse of trade wmion politacs o divert b Lom sovoludiisy
poﬁk&, the worker w the factory by all wrts of Loamplations
and ) to divert b from bos svihiatipnasy Aty
The student has prudbuies with they owe Charsctenstios
Evesyone has the piessuse on Liw for the womdontable e
showld | werry ). Jn e Aot sabian cnviomment, the
calls of P. mesiborship and oganisation can caslly be
casuaios, Wistosicadlly thewe ae cxmmples (very negave
cxamples) of these casugitios and wdesd dwmost 3 whle
leadendhip supommibed 4o sy Foar, witmndatio,
bribery phus the over prsont 1A subthe  sfiuences of
capitabion combmed du ceate sawsplse whiose Varky
mewibessbip and orgaumsation cay ks woond place.  Aw
featuse of the mantenancs O sovobitnaty WHAE
sity i Ao soit Al thws by g dust phacs tu sovobutaiasy
' , pokitacs and orgamnsalion.

%)

—

|



g

the m'm]:].::d more importantly. 1.,
Gmmm mm?;ecrgcd n struggle in Aust
o ed From their Positive
. mﬁnm « The Party orga),;..
e mg gOOd examplcs and pro,
i€ most important. At ], .,
negative example is a vital f.c(,

1
g

£
i
:

o
i
i53

Zad

busy” is an i ‘
€xpression sometimes used whe,
bou

H

:

! Ty : OW can it ha ?
o Bt s e T
“ . d place in one’s life. Absoly ko
o s o e pope e
ous e for Party id
1sation. Wherever he or sher?rs; i':o :voﬁ G

g

i bloc :
(eemmation to serve Porty ,ééf,’n?gy

:_l;l' evewthlﬂg under th.e s
e = o G Gt

ion nd W
demand precision, puncmaalnit;nd ‘;,:’ e

42

ion to substitute ’talk

organisation and membership call. 1,

How Can one ever b
d obligations of par

ful consideration, discussion dirccted to action, talk so as to
work, fulfilling the tasks undertaken. In a word, they
demand combating the tendencies of which Lenin ,spokc.
How can there be these evils if Communist membership and
organisation is in the first place? By negative example one
may take the well known revisionist Gibson who exhibited
every one of the vices of which Lenin spoke. He ended up
in the disgrace and bog of revisionism.

Every Communist plays a vital part in organisation.
Organisation must be strict and efficient. It does not wait
for_some decree on high but demands initiative, cohesion,
discipline based on consciousness of Marxist-Leninist-Mao
Tsetung ideology.

Some people speak of “security” by which they mean
protecting the party organisation and membership from the
enemy. The starting point however is mass Communist
work, work for Communist ideology politics and organisa-
tion in the conditions of the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie.
Revolutionary membership and organisation operate in full
knowledge of this dictatorship. The very struggle is directed
to its overthrow. How then can its membership and organi-
isation be in any way careless on this matter? It simply
cannot be.

Party membership and organisation demand study of
Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought with problems
in mind. It must be systematic study. Elsewhere in Aust-
ralian Communist is an article on study in a family. It is
indeed a useful example. There are many ways of study
by our members and organisation. New experiences have

emerged. Study must always be closely attended to.
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‘Yhey are created only by prolomged eflort and hard-won
experieve. Their creation is facilitated by comect revoln
’ theory, which, in its turn, is not 2 dogrma, but assumes
m« shape only in close commection with the practiesl
activity of a truly mass and traly revobutiovary wevement.”

Chairman Mao developed these great ideas i “On
Practice”, “On Contradiction”, “Reform our Stady”,
“Rectify the Party's Style of Work”, “Oppose Serectyped
Party Writing”, “On Strengthening the Party Committes

|, “Methods of Work of Party Committess”; indeed
thioughout his works. In the “Foundations of Lemmniem”,
Stalin summatised Lenin's views on the Party (Chapler
VIII). He spoke of the specific featuses of the Paty oA
the new type as (1) The Party s the vinguard of fhe
working class (2) The Party as the organined derachiment of
the working class (3) The Party a5 the highest form oA
dassonganisation of the proletariat (4) The Party 2 Vo
instrament of the dictatorship of the Proletariat (5) The
as the embodiment of emity of will, meompatible with
the existence of factions (6) The Party s stiengthened by
putging itself of opportumist clements Seabin's writing o
the Party sefers extensively to Lewm, and Lewin/s wenks om
the Party which ave fhe product of the struggle agant
social democracy ave fundamental materal hat Mt be
studied.

The Commuwist Party of Aastralia (ML) s 2 Wwing
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THE STATE AND
TRADE UNIONS

Every strike action of Australian workers is being
met now with increased retaliation by the capitalist
class. In addition the puppet governments, both Federal
and State, swiftly take their stand on the side of the
employers. There is no hesitation, no attempt at pre-
tence, no effort to camouflage. During the oil workers’
struggle against the foreign-owned oil companies, the
Canberra puppets immediately acted provocatively
against the workers. The lackeys Anthony, Lynch,
Snedden, “advised” the oil companies to reject the
workers' demands. In recent applications for basic
wage rises, the Canberra puppets have “intervened” on
the side of the employers. During the power workers’
struggle in Victoria, Bolte initiated onme provocation
after another. Why is this?

The overriding reason is that U.S. imperialisim 1s, s the
Vanguard put it, on the offensive against the Australian
working people.” Over the last three years or so the tempo
of US. “investment” Australia has increased sharply.
Industry after industry has been swallowed up, vast tracts
of land have come under the control of the U.S. imperialists,
U.S. banks and insurance companics are now well established;
US. financial companies operate  here in a big way. In
addition to this, the two giant motor car monopohies, G.M.
and Ford have cxpanded  their Australian plants and ad-
ministration mto large-scale regional bascs for developing €x
ports 1o 810 Asia.  They have done this 1o advance thei
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U.S, i iﬂ‘“ﬂl is n no ‘)‘Aifb{m now o solve s
oblems militasily although, of course, it will never cease
to try to do so. Is aggressive war in Indo-China has bogged
down, Despitec the expenditure of billions of dollars and the
prosecution of the most barbarous war in the history of
mankind, it cannot achieve its aims n Vietnam or in the
sest of IndoChina, However, not reconciled 1o
defeat, it preparcs for further aggression against the pe
of Asia and, accordingly, is dragging Aaﬁ;ﬂlu fmﬂ?w?m
fusther into its wild schemes.

In the light of the above it can be seen why the US
imperialists a1c on the offensive against the Austialian
working people. Anstralian capitaliom s now largely US
capitalism. Today thee » hasdly 2 struggle of the people
that does not come up agamst US npenahom and conse

, is et with savage setaliation. U S, imperialion by

on its bands without its dependencies CawIng tromible
Thus the puppets of US. impenalion are made to 1o thie:
line mose quickly and aie WO ANV to show thei
that they can dezl with the “shaves. Like Bolie
in the shrike, McMahon went from one PrOvOCRIon
to another wntil fnally he was ready 1o create 2 “state of
emergeney” . In s prepacations for a0 emergency
McMahon called m the 2wy brags for consultation
McMabon's antics made it diffacuilt for the W hutlams e
Hawkes m 25 much as ey helped make cheaser to worker
that something more than onthodox tade wmion straggle
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the country that the workers are really fighting. On the
other hand the Australian working class and other working
eople arc turning more to revolutionary struggle. There
is a growing awarcness of the need for revolutionary

organisation that will meet challenges by the puppet govern-
ments made on behalf of U.S. imperialism.

Working people want to struggle. They want 1o
break through the restrictions of orthodox trade unionism
to a higher form of struggle.

In the book “In Place of Fear” by the late British “left”
labor parliamentarian, Ancuran Bevan, is an interesting €x-
cerpt which deals precisely with this question. Tt is worth
quoting. The quote says:—

«] remember vividly Robert Smillie describing to me
an interview the leaders of the Triple Alliance had with
David Lloyd George in 1919. The strategy of the leaders
was clear. The miners under Robert Smillie, the transport
workers under Robert Williams, the National Union of
Railwaymen under Thomas, formed the most formidable
combination of industrial workers in the history of Great
Britain, They had agreed on the demands which were to
be made to the employers, knowing well that the Govern-
ment would be bound to be involved at an early stage. And
so it happened. A great deal of industry was still under
war-time control and so the State power was immediately
implicated. Lloyd George sent for the labour leaders, and
they went, 50 Robert told me truculently determined they
would not be talked over by the seductive and eloquent
Welshman'. At this Bob's eyes twinkled in his grave
strong face. ‘He was quite frank with us from the outset’,
Bob went on. He said to us: ‘Gentlemen, yOU have



; ! “W A_lhancc of the unions 1. P
%ﬁm‘d mstrument. 1 fecl bound 1,
Bty gon WE are at your mercy. ||
7_ .“‘ mhrw'md be fChed upon, Troubl
.“mnﬂ ﬂ*ﬂm‘ps We have Just en
people are eager for the |
e u;f You carry out your threat and .,

~ “Butif e do so' mm
Eu of thc.govm:‘"" strike will 1
m wm Pm‘P'tate a4 con : “;and ])\" o

State whicl,
t be read |

Minister quleﬂy. ‘have ?0;1 :

are g
Sr ﬁ E F“““‘From %
» ‘we were beaten a::;t

. The essenti
1919, . But the lcaders . 1 28
B e o

and we are in no position to satisf, :I.r':

M‘ L]Oyd GC()rgC, hav

erisis of the (1

was $o even in the days when the House of Commons was
clected on a more limited franchise than today.

Yes, Lloyd George, was certainly right. The working
class must create its own ruling apparatus — and this is what
revolution is all about. Orthodox trade unionism is not
enough. Mass movements can be very big and powerful —
such as a general strike — but contained by bourgeois
ideology, that is orthodox trade unionism which accepts
capitalism, respects its laws, institutions, etc., then it must
fail to end exploitation of the capitalist class.

Fvery strike struggle shows us the need to build the
Communist Party (M-L), the only revolutionary Party, 50
that the revolutionary truth of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tse
tung Thought can be more widely integrated with the

struggles of the Australian working people.

Struggles must be used to build the party. Party build-
ing is an ideological question — it s not a matter of recruit-
ing all and sundry. The need for the Party, its tole, the
struggle to break from capitalist ideology and develop a
revolutionary class outlook — all these questions can be
greatly clarified in struggle if they are linked in with it. In
the past the Communist Party could not do this for it was
still, itself, under the influence of bourgeois ideology. Marx
ism-Leninism had not won supremacy. Fconomism had not
been overcome. Now we arc breaking through it all and
already the response from the working people has been
great, The whole movement is quickening,. Margism-Lenin
rsm-Mao Tsctung Thought corresponds with the needs of
the working people. There is no third way—cither accept
capitalism or develop revolutionary struggle agamst 1t

And what is the central question of revolution? ‘The
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STRUGGLE OF ABORIGINAL
PEOPLE WIDENS AND
DEEPENS

A recent feature of Aboriginal communities in the
Northern Territory and the Kimberley region of Western
Australia has been the increasing incidence of self-
assertion by the Aboriginal people, and of groups of
Aborigines aiding each other in such programs.

This is stated in a leaflct issued during the Black
Moratorium demonstrations last month.

The leaflet, bringing together the main struggle centres
of the Aboriginal people, shows that the Aborigines are
very much on the move behind their just demands and that
they are a powerful component in the revolutionary struggle
against U S. imperialism and the local traitor class.

We reprint the leaflet in full. It reads:
Wattie Creek was not the first strike by Aborigines in
against wages injustice, debased living conditions and
white domination: In 1943 Pilbara.(W.A.) Aborigines at-
tempted an unsuccessful strike, but 1946 saw another try and
the start of two decades of struggle which culminated in April
of 1972 with the establishment of mining and livestock
enterprises on Strelley station, 40 miles from Port Hedland.
In 1966 the Gurindji people walked off Wave Hill
station (N.T.) their claim being for better wages and living
conditions. But this protest soon developed into 2 demand
for land which the Federal Govemnment had leased to the
55
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life. Nabalco made its application in a formal document
to Mr. McMahon by the chairman of Nabalco, Sir James
Vernon in Canberra on December 8, 1971. The Minister
for National Development, Mr. Swartz, the Minister for
Aboriginal Affairs, Mr. Howson, Mr. Hunt and Mr. David
Criffin of Nabalco were at the meeting. While this
meeting claimed that the project would ‘confer benefits
on the Aboriginal people’, it is noticed that neither the
Government nor Nabalco saw fit to have Yirrkala repre-
sentatives present.

2. Bathurst Island: The Tiwi people have also ex-
pressed some concern over the possible establishment of
a wood-chip industry on their island. A number of com-
panies have shown interest in the idea and the Minister
for the Interior, Mr. Hunt, has given companies up until
September 30 to apply for Forest Product Licences.

3. Larrakia: A small group of survivors of this tribe
have laid claim to an equally small area of land within
the precincts of Darwin. The present ‘owner’ is Mick
Paspalis, the local millionaire. The Larrakia have pursued
their objective with a series of symbolic protests, such
as lying down on the Bagot Road at peak traffic and
raising their own flag over the Darwin Court House. In
return they have been harassed by police and are con-
tinually met by both apathetic and vindictive opposition.

4 Victoria River Downs: In April of this year
200 Aborigines walked off this station in protest against
both conditions and the manager, who claimed white
people had stirred up the move for political motives. The
feature of the move was the aid received by the VRD
people from the Gurindji who helped to move the 200
to their camp at Wattie Creek.
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Communist Party scrves is that of continuous revolution by
stages. Throughout the world the revolution is in various
stages. ‘That fAows from the law of the uneven development
of capitalism elucidated by Lenin, In China and Albania
the socialist proletarian revolution and the dictatorship of
the proletariat are being consolidated. In countries like
Australia the revolution is in its preliminary stages the ~
the stage of wniting the people n revolutionary antiim-
perialist struggle for an independent people’s democratic
Australia.  Whatever stage the sevolution in a given country
has seached, the ideology politics and organisation of the
Communist Party are vital,

The most important thing in the life of 2 revolutionary
is his membership of the Communist Party. ‘The Party is
devoted to revolutionary service 10 the people. It s the
most important organisation in Australia. In the particular

in which the given Party organisation exists it is the
vanguard organisation and the most important organisation
It must assess and cxamine the sitwation in which it lives
and operates and must constantly smm up expenences by
making a most minute examination of successes and failures
It cannot go into 2 struggle or lead the masses in struggle
without making a panstaking analysis of the situation and
the perspectives of the given struggle. ‘This imvolves real
devotion to the Party, placing party requirements above
vthing else because Party orgapisation SEIVE the only
genwme ideology and politics w Australia.

The sevolutionary struggle overall Austrakia ¥ 2 pso-
tracted struggle. There can he no quick victory and these
can most certainly be mo final defeat. Thete must be victory.
That is @ law of istory. Therefore all sevolutionaries e
optimists, responsible Jutionary optimists. They kuow
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The ruling class constantly reviews its tactics of struggle.
In some struggles in Australia it has fairly rapidly given
way, made concessions. It does so only to gain time, to
review its tactics so as to attack again. We must never
be deluded. The nature of capitalism does not change. Now
the ruling class is fighting with morc persistence. For
example, it is fighting to restore its authority in banning
strikes, taking penal action, using the State forces more.
In the universities and schools it is resorting to more
far-reaching repression than in carlier times. In the struggle
of the people against such things as the Esso pipeline it
has resorted to armed thugs, police, courts, and so on. The
ruling class attacks from many sides — ideological, political
and organisational. It uses the labor lieutenants of capital,
it uses its own propaganda organs, it uses its repression, and
s0 on. All of it must be carefully analysed in all its aspects
Nothing is too small for observation and analysis. Only
by the closest observation and analysis of the enemy and his
tactics is it possible to work out correct policy and tactics
for the working class and people’s struggle. Who are our
enemies and who are our friends are indeed prime questions.
They are questions only the Party can answer.

Many voung and new people have turned to the
struggle for proletarian revolution. This is indeed a wonder-
ful thing. And these young people have performed many
acts of heroism. They have waged long struggles and
short struggles. They have dared to win. They have taught
the workers as a whole much. They have taught the older
revolutionarics much. - They have acquired much valuable
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cultivation of these traits and the adoption of a thorough-
foin‘ proletarian stand are in themselves the work (:?h a
ifetime, It is a process with ups and downs, retreats and
advances, victorics and defeats, It is a matter for all,
for systematic, understanding criticism and self-criticism.
Democratic centralism characterises Party organisation,
It involves “(1) the individual is subordinate to the organisa
tion (2) the minority is subordinate to the majority (3) the
lower level is subordinate to the higher level (4) the entire
membership is subordinate to the Central Committec.

Whoever violates these articles of discipline disrupts
Party unity”, (Chairmian Mao), Understanding of demo
cratic centralism too is a process, It 100 15 2 question of
resolving the contradiction between 1gnorance and knowl

. Discipline not based on anderstanding is of no real
value: it falls to pieces under the first blow., On the other
hand discipline based on anderstanding is ixon discipline
History has shown that 2 Party has iron disciphine when it
has a high level of Marxist-Leninist undertanding cmbracing

connections with the masses. On the other hand
history has shown that “discipling” m Partics niddled with
sevisionism was quite artificial and collapsed.  In the de
velopment of the Party in Australia great attention sequires
to be paid to democratic centrabsii. The acquisition of

sal ease of mind and of the lively putting forward of
ideas and different points of vicw arc all catered for by demo
cratic centxalism, An atmosphere of tesponsible democracy
asimed at achieving the comoct sevolutionasry line m oven
sphere of activity mast be cultivated. Comsades must foed
free to raise without inhibition or rescrvation any (st ion
and must not fed diffident for fear of such things a b,
coff the ling” or being incorreet and w0 on. or should

65



8y peop 'bo can talk well, .

B vy “ follow that such per
om. There is commo, |
“11:& less articulate .
T o - on’ .Bl two fold thing
e mm but it hinder:

Lo
this

‘.

x

e

L
e
Y
t

n in

ﬁ M 'ﬁ of the bw;':.

within the United Front™ arc a fundamentally important
study on this type of matter.

There are many other matters involved in this question.
The classics of Marxism have dealt much with them. Lenin’s
early books on Party organisation like “What is to be
Done”. “Ome Step Forward”, “Two Tactics”, Chairman
Mao's “Combat Liberalism”, “On Correcting Mistaken
Ideas in the Party”, Stalin’s “The Party” in Foundations
of Leninism all contain invaluable material.

The supreme position that the Party occupies calls for
thoroughgoing conscientiousness. All Communists, if need
be, are prepared to give their lives for the revolutionary
cause. No sacrifice is too great in the struggle to emanci-
pate Australia from imperialism, to win people’s power with
the dictatorship of the proletariat. A strong Party is
fundamental to that. It is the core leading the cause of
the people forward. “What really counts in the world
is conscientiousness and the Communist Party is most par
ticular about being conscientious”. (Chairman Mao.)

Australian Communist No. 53 (August 1972)
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that it is thc capitalist system which is criminal. In this
light then all so-called crime must be judged relative to the
extent to which it increases or reduces exploitation and
suffering. This is the only basis upon which moral judge-
ients can be made. Hence the man who steals from the
wealthy to feed his family is acting in accord with the ob-
jective morality of the working class (that is the proletariat)
and his action from the standpoint of his class is blameless.
However, the man who cxtorts and steals from ordmary
people whilc his actions may be unorthodox, is acting in
accord with the practice of bourgeois class morality and
thus is morally condemnable from the point of view of the

proletariat.

Obviously “crime¢” does not always fall conveniently
into the categories which the above examples suggest. The
moral lines between just and unjust “crimes’ are generally
blurred. For instance in the case of a sadistic murder of
2 child, both the Marxist and the bourgeois would show
abhorrence and desire some form of redress against the
murderer. However, the bourgeois would be behaving
hypocritically in the face of his support for murderous m-
perialist wars and perpetuation of those very social con-
ditions which produce barbarous crimes. Only the Marxist
could face the situation squarely, understanding the solu
tion to the problem i the destruction of its root cause.
Again “‘crimes” of theft do not always follow rigid class
patterns. Thus on one day a thief can rob a business,
vet on another he can steal from working people. The
bourgeois will imprison such a person (with a certain
2mount of consensus from the mass of working people)
but his own greater crimes of systematic cxploitation con-
tinue not only unchecked but also are legally endorsed. In

69




nes of the indiscriminai. -

* Induced

ik is the cap
athorized” ¢,
I 114 Of (-d].u'

Of thc capit ;

and fn

€l family L
B Ease of
numer

! lmp’, -
J r:;._

£
ensuing frustrations which can result in  rape and _its
iminal penalty. v
The inferred solution to the problem of “crime” is the
destruction of the criminal system, capitalism, which causes
it, and the institution of a socialist system with the elimina-
tion of poverty, deprivation, class inequalities and alienation.
For the bourgeois, however, the solution to (unauthor-
ized) crime is its isolation and the punishment of the
offender. Whatever the cuphemisms employed by the re-
spective capitalist idcologists might happen to be, the mam
function of the penal system 1 punishment. And this
punishment is performed not order to redress wrong
done to the community but rather to protect that sacred
god of capitalism “property” or alternatively to whitewash
society by scapegoating individuals. The othes possibly
more important object of punishment is the political “crim-
inal” who dares to challenge the power of the capitalist
state apparatus, This function becomes more apparent as
political rebellion develops amongst the working class.
“Capitalism without the window dressing” is an apt
description of prisons in modem bourgcois societies. How-
ever, just as there are quantifative differences between
capitalist systems throughout the world, so too are there
similar difierences in penal conditions in the various capital-
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¢lined) it is an imperialized country controlled politically
and economically by foreign capitalism chicfly that of us.
nmperialism. The quasi-feudal allitude towards prisons s
the logical outcomc of the subscrvience of the comprador
ruling class to foreign interests. Undoubtedly the standard
of living in Australia is comparatively high yet in proportion
to our national wealth we would be one of, if not the, poorest
white capitalist countrics in the world. "This relative poverty
naturally manifests itself n all our institutions cspecially
in the penal system. )

While the term “rehabilitation” is commonly in
currency in the ideology of all modern capitalist countries,
only a few in fact ever try to implement this myth. Perhaps
the gaols of “non-imperialist” capitalist countries like
Sweden are superior to those in Australia but the difference
is a quantitative not a qualitative one. As the concept of
“rehabilitation” means to reform the criminal so that he can
adjust to community life, it is essentially a fraud in capitalist
societies, Here to ‘rehabilitate” the criminal means to
make him adjust and conform to the exploitive realities
of capitalism and to those very social conditions which forced
him into “crime”. In this context “rehabilitation” could be
more correctly redefined as «reconformism”. This so called
progressive attitude as opposed to the punishment Ischool of
thought is the truc expression of the (non‘lm.penahst) bour-
geoisie at times when 1ts political power 15 not strongly
challenged. In these relatively quiet periods “rehabili-
tation” is all in vogue; however, capitalism when threatened,
quickly strips off this veneer and reverts back to the punish-
ment syndrome.  This analysis of course, precludes the
Australian ruling class under the control of imperialism
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COMMUNIST PARTY 1S
PARTY OF WORKING CLASS

The Communist Party is the party of the working
class, It must be organised deep in the heart of the
working class. The working class has the leading role in
the struggle for socialism and in the struggle for the
preliminary to socialism, people’s democratic anti-
imperialist power. One of the weapons of the bourgeoisie
is to attack the whole idea of the leading role of the
working class.

The questioning of the leading role of the working
class takes many forms some open, SOme crude, some
secret, some subtle. The ruling class promotes attack

the leading role of the working class because it
understands or senses that it is prec isely the working
class that is the grave digger of capitalism. As early as
1848 in the Communist Manifesto Marx and Engels
said:

“Of 21l the classes that stand face to face with the
bourgeoisie today, the proletariat is 2 really revolutionary
dass. The other classes decay and finally disappear in
the face of modern industry; the proletariat is its special
and essential product.” Chairman Mao said: “The
proletariat is the greatest class in the history of man-
kind. It is the most powerful revolutionary class
ideologically, politically and in strength. It can and must
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Diversion of the Communists from organising deep
in the working class takes many forms. Some of them
must be considered.

The most important diversion is trade union
politics. The essence of trade union politics is to limit
the struggle of the workers to economic or trade union
demands, even give those demands a political content
such as getting legislation beneficial to the worker but
to avoid presenting them as part of the revolutionary
struggle. The critical question of politics is which class
holds state power. The politics of the Communists
are for the workers to lead the struggle to wrest state
power from the imperialist overlords of Australia and
their local hangers on. Trade union politics, trade
unionism, is not concerned with this central political
question. This is not to say at all that trade unions are
not necessary. But it is to say that trade union politics
and the acceptance of trade unions as sufficient organisa-
tion for the workers, is bourgeois politics.

In the organisation of the Communist Party the
critical question is its organisation in the workplaces, in
the factories. It is inconceivable that a Communist Party
can lead the revolutionary struggle without its being
organised deep in the working class; without that
organisation leading the struggle of the workers
and propagating appropriately Marxism-Leninism-Mao
Tsetung Thought.

That organisation must develop irrespective of
trade unions, trade union organisation and of course in
conflict with trade union politics. Trade unionism would

¥



3 ‘. '35
'ol'gaﬂlﬁ.ﬂl-‘m

cssar 4 Job delegaic
PO f task
analysis o
e gle. lt 15 only
AI",?-_‘-J J
. revolutio
event

- whole
7 fkin;g) (

! emnec

R TR S

t be intereo
in the factor

over e
as to hov

is a physical fact which of necessity s reflected in their
minds and holds them within the confines of trade
union activities and alfairs, Involved in this is that trade
unions are tied 1o the capitalist state, there Js in the
nature of things mutual give and take between bosses
and trade union offic jals and 3 certain compromising
of trade union officials vccurs, (We do not at all mean
crude bribery but the asking and granting of favours
both ways must affect people.) There is the fact of the
job with certain prestige, comiorts, perks, Revolutionary
ofgal‘liﬂtﬁon on the job docs disturh this state of allars
No one need get unduly excited about this recital of
facts, They are only some of the facts, But the recogn
tion of them and others as facts is vital Lo an ynderstand
ing of the limitations in the outlook that trade umon
officials tend 1o have n the solution of the problem of
building Communist organisation il the w;f%p!ﬂu,

The influence of the (rade union leader, parie
ularly he who is 2 Communist, extends fas beyond his
trade union. His influence carmics (hese traits with him.
The position of Hawke illustrates o pomnt (not of
course our Fevolutionary point), But from bis official
trade union posion his influence reaches wide sections
of the people. Among cevolutionasies the influence of
2 revolutionary rade union leader extends lar beyond
his trade union. By wirtue of the very fact that b
occupies a trade union position 15 the imphic ation that
through the (rade unions lies the revolutionary way

forward. Nothing could be fusther from the troth.

This is not fo say sevolutionarics should not
79
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of the denial of the leading role of the working
If the view were correct then of course it would
to build revolutionary organisation in
These ideas have an influence beyond
demic circles which hold them. They
ay or another, some revolutionaries
ds these revolutionaries would reject

form
class.
be unnecessary
the workplaces.
the immediate aca
influence in one w
even though in wor
any such idea.

A very active component in revolutionary struggle
in Australia, and indeed, in the world, has been revolu-
tionary student activity. Many spectacular actions led
by revolutionary students occurred. They werc and are
extremely important in initiating action and raising
revolutionary consciousness. Our revolutionary students
performed and perform acts of heroism that will never
be forgotten. And their activities must go on, must be
encouraged and supported. Those who wanted to
suppress them in the name of experience, advice and 50
on really wanted to prevent a1l revolutionary activity.

One aspect of this spectacular activity was the
generation of the idea (again denied in words and
honestly denied) that revolutionary students were the
leading force in the revolutionary movement. If it is
correct that revolutionary students are the leading force
in the revolutionary movement then again there 15 no
need for revolutionary organisation in the work places.
The idea of the students being the leaders of the revolu-

tionary movement received encouragement in some
d the results of so called technological

quarters. It an
advances, have an interconnection. Moreover It 15 natural
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had little experience in dealing with rebellious students.
Changes occurred, changes always occur. Different
conditions require close study and careful analysis and
different tactics. Spectacular actions are good and they
go to enrich the wider revolutionary organisation and

activity.

The building of revolutionary organisation deep in
the working class must proceed on the basis that it is an
ideological and political matter. Revolutionary organisa-
tion is the most important organisation. If the working
class is the leading class then it follows that organisation
in it is the most important revolutionary organisation.
Trade union activity and revolutionary youth activity
conducted by revolutionaries must be directed to
building up revolutionary organisation in the working
class, in the work places. If the ideology that emanates
from trade union politics, from the technocracy
argument, from student activity 1s understood and
properly dealt with then difficulties can be overcome.
When we say politics in command we mean revolutionary
Marxist-Leninist-Mao  Tsetung Thought politics in
command. ) AR

Revisionism denies revolution. Hence it 15 not
lutionary role of the

interested in the leading revo .
based upon localities.

working class. Its organisation is '
These emanate from parliamentary electoral boundaries

because revisionism believes in the parliamentary rqad
to “‘socialism”. Leading Australian revisionists like
Aarons and Clancy vie with each other in a Sydney

electorate as 1o which will poll the larger number of

votes. This is good because it reveals the bankruptcy of
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proclamations of the leading role of the working class
but acting upon their conviction of this Marxist-
Leninist-Mao Tsetung Thought carried it into organisa-
tional effect. They do not look upon the principles of
Marxism as abstract dogma and stand in contrast to
those of whom Chairman Mao said: “They approve of
Marxism but are not preparcd to practise it or to
ractise it in full; they are not prepared to replace their
liberalism by Marxism. These people have their Marxism,
but they have their liberalism as well — they talk
Marxism but practise liberalism; they apply Marxism to
others but liberalism to themsclves. They keep both
kinds of goods in stock and find a use for each”.
(Combat Liberalism.) Put another way they have under-
stood the need *“to take pains to do minute and
detailed work among the masscs” and not being riddled
with illusions have not wanted only “to do big things™.
(On Correcting Mistaken Ideas in the Party.)

In all the competing ideas then the leading role of
the working class emerges more clearly than ever. Other
struggles come and go- They are important. But the
working class struggle continucs because of the historic
nature of the working class and its mission to overthrow
capitalism. Party organisation deep in the wm'.king cl'ass
emerges as the most important single factor ol organisa-
tion. It is through this building that a correct attitude to
trade unions, trade union politics, revisionist organisa—

tion and politics cmerges.

Australian Communist No. 54 (October 1972)
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ance shows that this is simply wrong. Slavery had a
Jegal system; under it the only persons known to the
law were the slave owners, the slaves were chattels;
under feudalism the legal system protected the feudal
landowners, the feudal serfs had “rights” that were
Coﬂditit)ﬂtd by their feudal service to the feudal lords;
under capitalism the legal system protects the capitalist
owners, the workers have rights conditioned by their
exploitation by the capitalist owners. The appearance of
the law however, is to put capitalist and wage glave on
the same footing. It is necessary 10 look beyond the

arance, Marx said: “In the social production which

men carry on they enter into definite relations that are
indispensable and independent of their will; these rela
tions of production correspond to a definiie stage of
development of their material powers of production.
The sum total of these relations of production
constitutes the economic structure of society — the real
foundation, on which rise legal and political super
structures and 1o which correspond definite forms of
social consciousness. The mode of production in material
life determines the gcncral character of the social,
political and spiritual processes of life. 1t is not the
consciousness of men that determines their existence,
but, on the contrary, their social existence determines
their consciousness.” (Marx — Introduction: A Contribu-
tion to the Critigue of Political Economy.)

Changes in the superstructure, that is, legal and

olitical institutions, oceur : ang

p ¢ s
‘n the mode of production of the necessarnes
of life. Capitalism arose MMM The feudal
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belonged to all the people. Instead of the judges being
dependent upon the feudal king they became indepen-
dent of the king. Habeas corpus was developed to protect
the rising capitalists against arbitrary detention by the
feudal overlords (other prerogative writs like mandamus,
prohibit_ion, quo warranto were other forms to prevent
arbitrary feudal action), all people were equal before the
Jaw and so on. In these respects the law had a certain
progressive side which reflected the fact that the social
system of capitalism was 2 great advance on feudalism,
that is, the mode of production, the method of getting a
living under capitalism was a great advance on feudalism.
It did not mean that all feudal restrictions had been
broken down but the decisive content of the law
reflected capitalist interests; there were remnants of

feudalism.

As capitalism developed, the law necessarily
reflected that development. On the one hand it expanded
its “freedoms” against feudal remnants and on the other
hand it evolved doctrines to curb the rights of the work-
ing class or invoked old feudal laws to do that. So laws
of conspiracy were used to prevent the workers from

hey day of capitalism various liberal

organising. In the
ideas were reflected in the law. But always there were

the opposite of these either in the capacity of the judges
to find existing laws to curb the workers or to invoke

old feudal laws for the same purpose.

Capitalist law therefore always had 2 dual character
namely the side that reflected the historically progressive
struggle against feudal absolutism and on the other hand

89



pemRe—_— R Ghoias ™

which turns on the given circumstances of the class
struggle. Open repression is commonly not the best
weapon; liberal measures perpetuate deception and are
more effective in controlling the workers,

The inconsistencics of English case law (ie.
decisions of courts) which constitutes the so-called
common law, can be explained in this way. Theoretically
judges are bound by preceding decisions of courts
(higher in the hierarchy of courts). They have never,
however, found any difficulty in “distinguishing”
inconvenient Cascs. They have evolved a whole legal
theory to “justify” this — the theory of the so called
ratio decidendi which reduces a decision i need be, 10
its marrowest possible basis and enables them 10 €scape
from any inconvenient implications - all “according 19
law”. It all bas its inconveniences because 23 Engeks
pointed owt: “In 2 modem state, law must not onky

to the general economic position and be 11
expression, but musi dso be an expression which
m.wﬂmﬁlwmﬂbdmmwm 1o MomeY
comtradictions, look graringly mconsistent.” Engels:
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and did take advantage of the “freedoms’’ the bourgeoisie
had itself wrested from feudalism. Today that can be
done and is being done. But it in no way affects the
oppressive character of the law nor its character as a
weapon of oppression by the ruling class.

There is in fact no rule of law before which all are
equal, there is no real safeguard in things like habeas
corpus, there is no such thing as independence of the

judiciary, etc.

Judges are simply functionaries of the state. The
state is an instrument of class oppression. The judges,
the police, the gaols, the army are all of the same kind,
No judge ever challenges the system. Habeas corpus 50
hallowed in English legal systems is no different from
any other legal procedure. It is subject to the same class
considerations as all law. It is hallowed because of its

rtance in the struggle against feudalism. It does not

impo
serve the workers. If its existence is inconvenient it is

simply abrogated just as parliament is when people take
its democracy too seriously. Freedom of the press,
speech, assembly, organisation are the shadow and not
the reality of those freedoms, they are freedoms with
substance for the ruling class and with little substance
for the workers. Lenin’s description in 1917 applies in
its essentials: “In capitalist society, under the conditions
most favourable to its development, we have more of
less complete democracy in the d..cmpcratic republic.
But this democracy is always restric
framework of capitalist i
always remains, in reali
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to get the Act declared constitutionally invalid. The
bourgeoisie differed amongst themselves as to the correct
tactics i.e. whether outright prohibition such as a ban on
the Communist Party or prohibition within the law e.g.
by prosccution for individual offences, conspiracy, €lc.
would be better. Moreover they were concerned for
themselves because the maintenance of consistency in
legal principle (Engels) may have visited unhappy
consequences on sections of the capitalists themselves
by constitutionally justifying similar far-reaching meas-
ures against capitalist rivals, O’Shea was gaoled for
contempt. Mass struggle and divisions in the ruling class
similar to those to which we have referred secured his
release. Langer and the La Trobe students likewise.
None of these things was due to courtroom advocacy,
no doubt that helped to give legal justiﬁculiun. The
decisions were social decisions, legal decisions hrought
about by social considerations.
to believe the law or judges have

independence. Everyont ives as a member of 2 class and
every kind of thinking is stamped with the brand of 2
dass. A revolutionary in court understands this: he
serves the revolution by understanding it. He takes what
advantage he can of conflicts in the law, amongst the
bourgeoisie and he upholds the mass struggle. Favorable
results (and they arc few and far between) should never
plind anyone 1o the real content of the law, the real
nature of courts. They are merely weapons of the state
and the state is an instrument af oppression. “The state
is a special organisation of force; it is the organisation
of violence for the suppression of some class.” The

It is gquite wrong
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IDEOLOGICAL STRUGGLE 15
NEVER-ENDING

The struggle to acquire correct ideology, politics
and organisation is certainly a never-ending onc. Within
the Party that struggle must proceed in an atmosphere
of personal ease of mind and liveliness. The attainment

| ease of mind and liveliness is in itself a struggle.

of persona
What do we mean by this expression? We mean that ev-

t to put forward his point of view, that

eryone is aler
he has ease of mind in doing so and that his point of
here that en-

view is considered carefully in an atmosp
courages him to put it forward and have it carefully con-
sidered. It means that it is put forward in an atmosphere
where there is no backbiting, no scoring of points, no
debating tricks, no attempt to overawe him, no attempt
to intimidate him. It means the free exchange of opinions
— an exchange of opinions disciplined by the common
striving for the correct Marxist-Leninist line. Certainly
it does not mean just 2 debating society; it does not
mean ‘‘freedom of criticism’ s0 roundly condemned
by Lenin in “What Is To Be Done”’. It does not mean
that sort of thing; rather in terms of Lenin’s “What Is To
Be Done’”, it means that we recognise that “we are mar-
ching in 2 compact group along a narrow and precipitous
path firmly holding each other -by the hand. We are sur
rounded on all sides by enemies, and are under their
ant fire. We have combined voluntarily,

almost const
recisely for the purpose of fighting the enemy . . -
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ought to be listened to with great respect. No single
erson is or can in the nature of things, be the repository

of all wisdom.
There are sometimes cases where those who have

different views go outside the limits of Party unity and
of democratic centralism. Each of those ideas — Party
unity and democratic centralism — is a Marxist-Leninist
:dea. So long as the Party adheres to Marxism-Leninism
and its striving for Marxist-Leninist-Mao Tsetung Thought
in its ideology politics and organisation, party unity and
democratic centralism are guiding principles of organisa-
tion. Internally that permits the expression of different
views with complete ease of mind (no reprisals of any
kind against those who differ). Externally it precludes
the canvassing of a view that is different from that of the
Party or a Party majority. It precludes Party members
from taking up Party matters with people outside the
Party. It demands the keeping of Party confidence includ-
ing the confidence of who else is a Party member or who
is the author of a Party document or other things of that
character. Party spirit, party discipline, is born of class
consciousness, the consciousness that in its struggle for
power the working class has no weapon other than Mar-
xist-Leninist organisation with Marxist-Lcr{inist ideology
and politics. Discipline is not something imposed from
outside: it is voluntary, born of consciousness, born of

ease of mind.

The tendency of people to agrec amongst them-
selves readily or to se€ problems from the same point of
view and to unite with each other to the exclusion of
those who disagree with them or who don't see the
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- T . ; arbitrarily throws his weight around because of his “ex-
e " 21 perience”” does not act according to the spirit of ease of
asls. . . . ‘
r mind; indeed any conduct which makes the expression of
i ity on all ( opinion in any way difficult does not accord with Party

it up ideolos spint.

reached. Common-

Sometimes agreement cannot be

a responsi!
ome matters ¢

an be left on one

IRRErE arc Lo ly in such situations s
‘ 15 wel side and resolved later. The solution of 2 problem only
Pothers in suc emerges 0 practice. What seems to be corrcct at one
b Again 1! moment, ceases 10 be correct when pra:cuucc shows 118
€. Hence again the capacity to analyse

a com! imperfections ) . '
ractice and modify plans and decisions

€ job of | and sum Vp P ¢
Bonsib | are essential parts of revolutionary struggle.

whe some comrades hold their views with great inten-
un sity. They want to impose thcmmucryonc.‘rhcyuu

f I¢
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 TACTICS NEED ANALYSIS

The tactics for building a broad national united
front in Australia against U.S. and other foreign
} i and their domestic counterparts need

im
constant analysis.

Life is varied and complex. This is 2 point often
not app!’cciatccl by a number of honest believers in
socialism. It is easier to substitute general truths for
scientific examination. It is regarded as sufficient 1o
proclaim that socialism is the goal and therefore “get on
with the job”. It may be conceded that although struggle
exists on many fronts,. unless all those who participate
in struggle consciously understand that U.S. imperialism
;s the main enemy, then no united front against U.s.
imperialism exists.

It is but a short distance from such a position to 2

complete closed door position which demands full
i s a starting point for any

It means ignoring the reality of the magnificent

opposition 10 the imperialists which already exists.

It means supporting iew t
leadership can be won by pr
ruggle togcﬂlcrmthothergroups and classes.

process of st

By contrast 2 real OPPW of national #
front tactics ne thorough and detailed » o w:‘
10%
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against uU.s. and other imperialisms is even more urgent
before. More and more must be won over. Working

than b
class leadership can only be achieved in struggle.
and adherents of the Labor Party and its

Supporters
poliwmusthe convinced of the need to take the path of
revolutionary struggle and reject any proposition of
leaving matters to the Labor Government.

Already, since the elections, important sections of
the working class have moved into action over Vietnam —
the banning of U.S. ships — proposals to ban US.
construction. The front of protest against the immorality
of U.S. policy in Vietnam has been considerably
strengthened by the action of the seamen, waterside
workers and others.

This activity outside
lems for the newly-elected

True, the Government is prep
protest. And in face of the rising ¢
revulsion at the U.S. bombing of North
would be difficult to do otherwise.

Federal Ministers Cairns, Cameron and Uren issued
statements condemning the S. in forthright, vigorous

language-

parliament poses some prob-

Labor Government.

ared to issue some
ide of world wide
Vietnam it

Their words certainly assist in the consolidation of
the struggle and cannot be ignored.
j-<Communist Referendum

Back in 1951 in the Anti
campaign the words and stand of Dr. Evatt and other
Labor leaders, though based on the interests of
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have in the past showed a genius for deception. They
have connections with the Australian capitalists and

the U.S. imperialists. They fear mass struggle.

Nonetheless, their presence in the government,
their public statements and positions (when these accord
with the needs of the mass movement) afford oppor-
tunity for extending the mass struggle and cannot be

ignored. They must be used to the fullest.

The united front has no room for any closed-door
attitude. Tactics cannot fail to take into account the
constant shifts, splits which occur in the ranks of the
ruling class and the yarious foreign imperialist groups

with each other for favorable footholds m
Australia. Mao Tsetung described cosed-doorism a8
i “the fish into deep waters and the sparrows

into the thickets”.

1t drives the masses over to the enemy’s side
whereas our aim must be to win the masses OVer to the

side of revolution.

Hence our struggle must proceed carefully to
weigh up each situation, often in company with some-
what unlikely allies, in order 10 isolate the man

enemy.

We need to reject the proposition that only the
politica.“y pure can join i ted

compictcly

fromt.
107



. hﬁms within t}, D

WhiCh to gO abo, : Visdhiey.

. the Wiﬁ' policy | .
True revolutionaries on all fronts will 'wor!t patient-

ly at the side of those other groups with differing views,

rzgarding them as firm friends and valuable allies.

i thC Campdlg:\ Or

‘ﬁteways demandc. ,

e attracted academ . S, Drofe ; with
Shomeowners, The revolutionary road can be very tortuous -
swhose business is | ol unexpected R s, Bt ccanot: Be. scraight

that a Campaigu T ]ackcted.

1 dlll

_on words, SEPOILs, survey: It is the Marxist-Leninists who must help to bring

s

L _.mg.gle who thirst { all the paths to a common goal-
SSOme impatience, wouli
people whilst proclaimin - i .

Ship and the desire

get down to the red
1P IS not establishe
Bgelass leadership
Instance when

I8 that they o
Mt be with other

thout ther
. Already 7
Al J iderai:.:!-
i long run will have to Bspond (0
‘ in the Austral
L OppOs

;an Communist No. 56 (February 1973)

- 109




AL IMPERIALIS
S AUSTRALIA

n of the collusio
niali and Soviet revi
10! Australian people hay

LS. imperialism. It h
I8 very important that w
pan. jon of Soviet revision
: _?*- ss of the pl'uhll_‘rﬂ
~ 1 "m are just as 1mpor
rialism.

e o bhasised that ther
ation of Capi[d]t s 1
s & ncw bourgeos
' logical pCrIYI"llll
1 isie is impe) jalis
Disie of all histo
¥ and Cxpdn.;m.
cannot recol
douder than old
7. limp]y shoul
) 4 the ylw\Hi-.
.- ' the Sovit!
jecause Lhe!

9

their minv
jigie of 0
n as an m

perialist rival; in the old days they spoke of “red im-
perialism”’ in the slanderous sense of the export by the
Soviet Union of revolution but there is none of this
now. The countries of the third world know the Soviet
Union is an imperialist power. Its attempted occupation
of Egypt in its pursuit of dominance of the Mediterran-
ean led to a revolt against it by the Egyptian people: its
underwriting of Indian aggression against Pakistan show-
ed how far it had extended its tentacles; its military
occupation of Czechoslovakia revealed its determination
to maintain the countries of Eastern Europe as semi-
colonies. All this (and there is much more) is the foreign
policy of a former socialist country now turned capital-
ist-imperialist, in which the U.S. monopoly Pepsi-Cola,
the Italian monopoly Fiat and other international giants,
exploit the Soviet people.

History shows that imperialism leaves no corner of
the world untouched by its exploitation. It is literally
interested in the world and every part of it. Nothing is
too big for its attention and nothing is too small. It was
truly said of British imperialism in its heyday that the

sun never set on the British Empire (and the critics added

that the blood never dried on it). U.S. imperialism main-
tains a global interest. Soviet imperialism follows this
same path. It follows it because it is a social law of

imperialism. Hence Soviet imperialism reaches out to
every part of the world.

How does this express itself in Austr.

Some people say that the Soviet Union is not inter-
ested in Australia. The facts belie it. On December 23,

alia?
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with India — aimed simply at the exploitation of the
Indian people and at allying herself with the Indian rul-
ing class expansionists so that the two “partners” can ex-
tend their spheres of influence.

The advertisement in the “Australian” is a clear
indication of Soviet imperialist interest in Australia.

The matter can be followed out in other respects.
Heavy advertising in Australia for cheap package tours
in Soviet ships is increasing in tempo. It is a strange
thing that the Soviet Union should promote such com-
mercial tours from Australia. It is hardly what we would
expect of a socialist country. These are tours organised
on a purely capitalist basis. It amounts to this that thou-
sands of miles from the Soviet Union, the Soviet revi-
sionists promote “tours” based from Australia on a
purely capitalist footing. There is no suggestion of social-
ist propaganda, seeing socialism at work, seeing socialist
working conditions or anything of that character. The
real purpose of this Soviet activity is to make material
and ideological preparation for Soviet imperialism’s
interest in Australia. It gets people used to the idea of
Soviet imperialist trading and it enables the Soviet
imperialists to cash in on the tourist trade (a traditional
imperialist weapon) at the same time as it feels out the
ground and prepares to extend its interest.

The trips to Australia by Soviet qfficia!s, .aportsmcn,
artists, all have the object of promoting this interest. At
the same time, the Soviet imperialists encourage trips
to the Soviet Union by Australi.zn government officials,
businessmen, trade union officials, workers, etc. It all
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The British imperialists have been compelled to
withdraw from South East Asia. The U.S. imperialist posi-
tion is declining. British imperialism’s position in Austra-
lia is declining. U.S. imperialism stepped in and now
Japanese imperialism is stepping in. But under all sorts of
slogans of “peace”, “collective security” etc. Soviet
imperialism is extremely active in Australia as elsewhere
in the Pacific. There is no doubt of its navy’s activities in
the Indian Ocean nor its use of India, Sri-lanka, Singa-
pore for trade and naval and military purposes nor its in-
terest in Indonesia. All this is, and indeed could only be,
Soviet imperialist expansion. It is an essential part of the

Soviet imperialist struggle for world domination, its
collusion and struggle with U.S. imperialism and Japan-

ese imperialism.

Soviet imperialist expansion is even more sinister

and dangerous than U.S. and Japanese imperialist expan-
jet imperialism is able to

sion. We say this because Sovi - '
deceive people by using Communist terminology; 1t
says its expansion is dictated by the needs of socialism

etc. etc. Social imperialism 1 socialism in words: im-
erialism in practice. Its real ruthlessness is concealed
under high-sounding phrases an.d by pretences of cham-
pioning the people etc. etc. It is critically important to
tear this socialist mask from 1t. Reality is that 1t 15 the

most ruthless of ruthless imperialisms — more cunning
ivals. Just as it makes

than its 1 ideological preparation
for expansion in Australia, we must take vigorous ideo-
litical steps to Oppos€ A sse. ¢

logical and po
* #* %
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.~ The Labor Party came to office with the support
of wery big sections of the capitalist dass and without
real o iti from the US,, British or Japanese
3 1 Almost all the Australian daily newspapers

the return of Whitlam. Those that opposed it
did so in 2 lukewarm way. Thus it is apparent that the
circles were quite anxious to have a Labor

mﬂf»

After the election the reaction of the monopoly

was certainly not one of concem. In an article
on December 5, 1972 the Australian Financial Review
said that “the first reaction of Australian investors Lo an
Australian Labor Party government was perilously close
to being 2 non-event”. It guoted 2 big Sydney stock
broker as saying “Don’t worry: the stock market should
go up.” It reviewed the reactions of other stockbrokers
both local and overseas, as well as various industrialists
and the comments were all 1o the same ¢ fect. The press
since December 2 has praised the government and given
it what is called 2 “very good press”. Thus everything is
consistent with the Labor Party maintaining its position
as a party of capitalism.

Why then did the bourgeoisie bring the Labor Party
7 There are mapy reasons. Some of them

to office?
ghould be commented upon.

Capitalism is in ao all-round ma.l& It is 2 orisss
wihiich is deepening and which s all-pervading. Its own
determine that crisis must deepen despite
assertions, particulady by sevisionists, thiat the matw
of impenalism and capitdlism has changed. The crisis

1317
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had been closely identified with a policy that in the

-day world was rapidly becoming untenable,
D.L.P. influence on it was just an expression of this
ultra-reactionary U.S. imperialist policy, the D.L.P,
having been promoted and financed by the U.S. impe-
ralists. (It is no accident that in December, Santamaria

time in Saigon urging continuation of the war,)
Hence the Australian government was trying to maintain
an old policy expressive of naked U.S. imperialist
domination when the very basis of that was disappearing
and when the people induding sections of the capitalists
were revolting against it. U.S. imperialism was declining
in power, cutting its operations in South East Asia and
the Pacific and the movement for independence and
liberation was gathering way. In addition, serious signs
of cyclical crisis within the Australian economy were
expressing themselves. Inflation was up to almost 10%
per annum and unemployment was at 2 higher level than
at any time during the post war ycars.

To deal with the new situation new tactics were

required. Those new tactics required to take account of
the new situation in the world. People’s China had
emerged 25 2 mighty power. No realistic bourgeois could
afford to ignore its existence. Not only is th;rc the ques-
tion of trade and other exchanges but no Jm_cmalwnal
question can be settled without People’s China. Hence
Australia’s position had 1o be made normal. McMahon
was so dosely identified with continuance of thz‘old
solicy of “isolating” China that he conld not do the job.
On the other hand Whi :

long been identified with the bmugtxnﬂtmdlmk 2
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parliamentary system. It was pointed out that parliament
depended ‘upon a 2 party system. This meant that the
parties had to alternate in government; otherwise the
whole thing would collapse. The pretence of democracy
was in peril. Maintenance of illusions about parliament
and democracy is very important to the survival of
capitalism. It was also said that if the Labor Party did
not win the election, then it was in danger of collapse
as a parliamentary party. All this was a good argument
for return of a Labor government. (Significantly
electoral apathy remained and the “swing” to the Labor
Party was less than 3%.)

Just as important is the problem of inflation and
unemployment. These things are manifestations of the
crisis of capitalism. The crisis of capitalism is born of
the capitalist system itself. Inflation arises from currency
manipulation which is caused fundamentally by the
bankruptcy of the modern capitalist states. Unemploy-
ment arises from overproduction, a chronic disease of
capitalism. In order to get over crisis conditions, the
bourgeoisie always secks to impose the burden of crisis
on the workers and working people. Great difficulty in
doing this has always been experienced by Tory go-
vernments. However a government which speaks in the
name of labor, initially has more success with attacks on
the workers and by its measures paves the way'for
further attacks by the open Partics of the reaction.
These considerations are very important in estimating
why the bourgeoisie brought the Labor government

to office.
One aspect of the history of the Labor Party in
121
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Infantile Disorder” and Chairman Mao’s “Initiative and
Independence within the United Front” is imperative,
Great skill and care are required. Above

all Communists
must rely upon the people, upon the people in struggle.

The struggle for national independence and people’s
democracy must be carried through to the end taking
full account of differing tactics. Struggle is absolute.

* ¥ ¥

Australian Communist No. 56 (February 1973
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The answers to those questions lie in some general
considerations and some particular history of the Austra-
lian working class.

In the Communist Manifesto (published in 1848)
Marx and Engels said “Of all the classes that stand face
to face with the bourgeoisie today, the proletariat alone
is a really revolutionary class. The other classes decay
and finally disappear in the face of modern industry;
the proletariat is its special and essential product.” (Em-
phasis ours) In the world there has been colossal develop-
ment of modern industry since Marx and Engels made
this statement in 1848. In Australia, modern industry is
the decisive feature of the lives of the Australian people;
an industry true that is largely the creation of imperial-
ism. There has been a colossal development of modern
industry in Australia. The Australian workers are directly
attached to modern industry, to the most advanced
means of production. They are disciplined by the very
process of production. They live right at the centre of
exploitation. They increase in numbers and in cohesion.
The Australian working class is thus the most dlsmplfncd,
the most cohesive, most exploited class in At_Jstra.lla. It
has only its own labour power to sell and nothing (in the
way of property) to lose. It has nothing to lose but its
chains in Marx and Engels’ words. It. is the'vcry 'clqss
with the greatest interest in overthrowing the imperialist
exploiters of Australia and of establishing a state in which
it is the leading class and which state will put an end to
imperialist exploitation. The Australian working class is
the greatest class in the history of Australia. It is the
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the progress of Australia. Or that all the people are
workers because technology has abolished the “old”
notion that the proletariat exists, it has lifted up the pro
m to the tcdlnolr)gi(al level and that the tec hnolo

are now the lcadi.ng force and that Marx was wIong,
Or it takes the form of saying or implying that students
are the most revolutionary force and the workers are
llow,backwardand ignora_m,'lhrrr are many, many var)
m on this theme. Tht; come from the OPEN ENemies
of the workers and from within the working class and
even some who speak of the leading role of the workin;
class and sincerely think they believe it, by their actio
and writings really deny it Hence we are dealing witl
very important guestion indeed.

EMif the Australian worka Ng Clats were N T §
ally the smallest class it would sull be the leading revolu
tionary class because of the reasons we have advanced
m Australian realit y is that not oy s the work
q dlass the lead Iig class but 1t is the biggest single « Lass
by far and the main force 1 revolutionary SUMEEE
There has been far from en uwgf mvestigation of the ac
tual position of the working 1Z class in Australia. |t needs
far ::_r,g.w; investigation o fhe brurr* that Chairman Mao
teaches in such works as “Oppose Book Worshap™. It
can be said in general that the Australian workers con
cist of the ad \a..a(,.Pd the imermedizte and the backward.
:'vm-e is mothing SWprisng of unigue in this. The ad-
.. ced workers sepresent all the real interests and aspirs-
s of dll the workess. Hence when we speak of the
| rpers we are commonly speaking of the advanced

27
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) fl“‘. It was that that forced a measure of inde-
A ce from the British imperialists. Throughout the

ith century there was constant struggle — sometimes
sen, sometimes concealed. The Maritime Strike of the
1890’s is another jewel in the crown of working class

struggle. The struggle against the imperialist war of 1914-
18 was led by Australian workers. The No vote in the re-
ferendum of 1916 and 1917 was a case of the workers
uniting around themselves other sections of the people.
The general strike of 1917 in New South Wales was still
another example. They all had an anti-imperialist direc-
tion. In 1920, the Australian workers formed the Com-
munist Party of Australia. Tremendous struggles occurred
in the twenties; the Australian workers were the leaders
of them; they united other sections of the population
around them. In the Anti-Crimes Act, anti-Japanese im
perialist struggle of the thirties, the most significant
action was taken by Australian workers. (Few do not
know of the wharfies’ struggle against loading scrap iron
for Japan). In the whole anti-fascist struggle and against
repression in Australia the working class was the decisive
force. In the forties the workers led the struggle for im-
proved living conditions and for democracy. The great
strikes of 1946-7-8-9 have writlen an indelible page in
Australian history. The big coal mine strike of 1949 is
rich indeed in its lessons. In the fifties, the outstanding
general repression of the workers and

struggle against the Y !
i ts expressed in the Communist Party

'0!}.5' .1l democratic righ

ers (1 [)issolution Act and its referendum was led by ﬂx l.ﬂork'
. I'he defeat of several provocations culminating in the
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m-fbe done. It is crying out to be done.

o destroy the leading position of the working
lass the bourgeoisie indeed employs many methods.
It uses agents like the “left” labor leaders, “left”
m union leaders, revisionist ‘“Communists”, who are
far more dangerous than petty deserters like Petrov. The
bourgeoisie never loses sight of the leading role of the
working class. It is the working class which has always
been and is the main target of attack. This in itself is
sufficient to call into play the well known truth “wha

the enemy opposes we support, what the enemy
supports, we oppose.”

Pride in the workers is an essential feature of Com-
munism. Today the main trend in the world is to revolu-
tion. It may be that revolution is not so obvious in Aus-
tralia but irresistible forces are working to revolution.
This is an objective fact. The Australian workers are the
chief upholders of the banners of independence and
democracy. Let us paraphrase Marx and Engels: The
question is not what this or that }_\ustrahan p'rolctanan
or even the whole of the Australian pr'oletz_xrlat at the
moment considers as its aim. The question 1§ what the
Australian proletariat is, and what cm_)scqucnt'on thz;
being, it will be compelled to do. Its aim and historic
action is irrevocably and ob'wously dcmonstra‘ted.m its
own life situation as well as in the whole_ organisation of
pourgeois society today. (The Holy Family).

an Communist No, 57 (4pril 1973)
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m 0‘ impcnzhsm The I.nggll: of i1s pruplr is Lo
free themselves from imperialism. The changing strengths
of the vanous imperialisms are thus of great importance
to Australian people. Hence all patriotic Australians do
pay great attention to the world scene.

The ultimate objective of Australian workers s
socialism but before that can be achieved Aust ralia must
be freed from i.mpcﬁ‘d-llbt control. People from various
different stratz of Australian socety want 10 be free of
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S fizated by U.S. ampeni& ism and its locd s1ooges such

f"g,;:‘_.’ ruggle over the pondl powess of ¥ the pipe
e g in Port Phillip Boycis 2l these actions :f;
of e popilation have dso ;muc—.pmd and
ery Ampertant comtripution.
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¢ o for fhe preservation of Lake Peddes
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m namely that in the united front the Comm-
unists must maintain their independence and initiative.
gain this does not mean shouting or writing about it
n every struggle but it does mean keeping it well in mind
and doing it. i

" Which class heads the anti-imperialist struggle is
i%ed a question of first rate importance. There is real
struggle about this. Sections of the bourgeoisie participate
in the struggle and do so very well. They have their own
reasons. That is fair enough. History shows they cannot

lead the anti-imperialist struggle through to the end.
This does not mean they are to be discarded at all. But
it does mean that class struggle does go on in the united
front. Never forget class struggle. Then there is what
might be called a propaganda solution of problems. Some
think that by holding a few meetings or writing a few
leaflets or pamphlets the question of the antl-l‘mpcrlallst
struggle can be solved. This is far from true. It 1 actually
in the experience of the workers and other sections that

effective struggle is waged-

nal powers struggle, over many years, very

good I;r;l;t;gpai)da [:naterial was published. It did not get
rid of the penal powers. But struggle dealt t_hem a mortal
blow. Of course the propaganda was . important as
reparatory material; it was vital. So too 1t 15 In the whole
preps rialist struggle. It is the more effective the more
antii ked with actual experience and actual

ectly it is lin i
dll,r.jgglz. This is an important matter. If an organisation
5
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eo play in struggle and leaves it to a few
Trotskyism (the super-‘left” use of revolutionary
and others. There is Marxism-Leninism — Mao
Thought, the scientific theory of the working

correctly to integrate Marxism-Leninism —
rsetung Thought into the actual conditions of Aus-
a very big question. Merely by asserting, for ex-
that the Communist Party of Australia (M.L.)
correct solution does not establish that fact. It
s to be seen in struggle, in practice. Som¢ think
have the entire solution and are intolerant of others

10 question that.

ely does any onc person O
n or are 100%

Very rar r one group of
have the entire solutio correct. Af-

all, the people, and the people alone, make history
4 of all things people ar¢ most precious. It 15 they who
a big part in teaching us. Communists must listen

‘the opinions of others, even listen to their most tren-
) iticism of their enemies

hat of their friends; they must create
h diversity of ppinion can be express-
and resolved. To act otherwns‘e‘@ to
pt of the masscs: Even if a criicism
valuable. This applies to all;

It is scarcely avoidable
s of opinion- What is certain-
d as if they were
the enemy-

to say becaus€ there are certain

All this is necessary
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‘Struggle To Prevent
g Perversion Of

W

Trade Unions

%%
28 1
~ The striving to prevent the trade unions in Australia
become part of capitalism has been stepped up in recent
times. Historically, after the workers achieved the “right”
1o organise trade umions in the capitalist world, 2 lines
asserted themselves. The capitalists came 1o understand
they could not prevent the workers from organising
Hence they set out to adapt the trade unions to capital
ism. On the other hand, the workers (and we speak of
the advanced workers) strove to keep the trade umions
w of capitalism.

As to capitalism’s striving to adapt the trade unions

to itself, it made their existence conditional upon the

Le. italist law. In England, a series of legal mea
:;fc;im the trade umions, gave themn can&uond
Jegality. In the course of class struggle, the conditions
have cither been Iibc_:ral_mcd or contracted m&g
to the situation of ca_.pl:aizsn? and to m'c respective stren-
shs of the contending partics from time to time. That
‘ ed 23 carly as the 18th century (and in

Combination Acts

. CESS COMIMERT y

* LAY, cven carlier) with the various
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isie, therefore, develop “labor licutenants” of capital-
2 to propagate trade union politics, to urge that no

w need be done than achieve trade union conscious-
 ness; socialist consciousness according to this, is not nec-
essary. Lenin pointed out that the only answer to this

was in every way to enhance the socialist consciousness

y ‘the workers.

. This has remained the struggle — on the one hand,
he rulers of Australia fostering, nurturing the limitations
of trade union consciousness to rivet the workers to
capitalism and on the other hand, the workers striving to

eve socialist consciousness.

In Australia, inrecent years, there has been a quali-
tative leap in the struggle of the bourgeoisic to rivet the
workers to capitalism. The encouragement of the spon-
taneous tendency of the workers to trade unionism has
been developed into the attempt to take the trade
unions into active participation 1in capitalism. The line
that this has taken has been ACTU partnership in Bour-
ation of other such ventures,

’ d the investig -
t:es ilg;fua’;)aﬂnersmp with the monopolist Thomas

i ide Transport (largely foreign c_:ontrollcd) ina
?r::ﬁna‘?cicy, thcpsctting up with lsraf:h ami West (c:;Ter.
it (backed by the Soviet Union) of an ACTU

P g’ oiect, etc: T. his represents the logical outcome
housuég I:;u"lon ;;olitics. According to this new “theory”,
of tra Ckcrs pecome the owners of capitalist enterprises
g -4 h there is no need to struggle; the solution

inst whic S -
d%a:l':f: workers’ problems 1s simply to extend this work-
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v Mr. Hawke. As to the travel agency, it Loo mzy of-
ap” (in the comparative sensc) travel, but what
| has the freedom or economic capacity to travel
s the bourgeolsic travel? So it goes on. These enterprises
apitﬂiﬂ, through and through. Their nature is not
hang d by trade union panicipal.iun. Nor do the workers
et any benefits from the process. The idea behind these
mes is to rivet the workers ever more firmly to capi-

i1

sult opposed to that
numbers of workers
It raises in their
he trade unions
for what

The whole process produces a re
tended by its sponsors. Increasing
<tion and challenge what is going on-
iinds the further question — what are

? Which class are they to serve? Trade unions

and for whom? Within the existing structure of the trade
venturcs grow.s up.

5 jons, struggle against these capitalist vent :
}f’.'f;'ﬂlis is the direction the workers will take, irrespective of
- the desires or wishes of the ACTU and its leaders. Why
: l:_ﬂO we say this? Becaus€ we believe that the immanent

laws of capitalism compel the workers to take tI_ru's course.
s by the - dvanced workers of this process

d of consclousness throughout the wor-
n instinctive revolt amongst broad
sections of the workers, that takes the form that trade

' never intended for this. Thus out of this pro-
| et ons for the whole

merge Very important questi :
= :_lass_ggy negative example the ACTU assists the
deeper understanding of their position

o

Consciousnes
Jeads to the spreac
king class- There is 2

working
workersto2

;1pjta.lisrn.
The central task of

the workers is 10 build revolu-
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ontinuing Revolution
By Stages

e ultimate objectives of revolution in Australia
alism and then the building of Communism.
of socialism as the first stage of Communism.
e stage where the maxim “from each according to
ility, to each according to his work”’ prevails,
tage where socialism has emerged from capitalism
ears the birthmarks left by capitalism upon it.
unism is the stage where the maxim “from each
ding to his ability, to each according to his needs”
ails, where the birthmarks left by capitalism have
, class struggle has been eliminated and‘thc govern-
t of people is replaced by the administration of
hings. It takes a historical epoch of socialism 10 reach
the stage of Communism.
e theory of continuin
w‘.: e ad?crentéuifv;:w is tha): the Australiag
Bevolution by stages: ™. ’ .
3 R continuing revolution by stages. The
frevolution 15 2 lution is the anti-

& i evo
2 of the Australian 1 -
first stage ational democratic stage which involves

imPeria-JtiSt'in struggle of all Australian anti-imperialists
th; bumtlrc workers and aimed at expelling the imperial-
i al collaborators with the imperial-

g, defeating the lf)c : : -
lg::’ socia]ising their factories, mines, €tc. taking over
15129
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s very important in understanding the strategy
s of revolution in Australia.
¥
Australian workers and working people have a
inexhaustible enthusiasm for socialism.”
ades, the advanced workers in Australia have
terested in socialism. This goes back to the last
. This sentiment for socialism has been so great
bourgeois-liberal Labor Party inserted the social
in its objective in 1921. Today the sentiment
st the workers for socialism, far from having
shed, has greatly : creased. It is a very precious
a thing to be proud of, a thing to learn from and a

to nurture.

~ The basis of this sentiment lies in the development
f the italist mode of production. Engels said: ‘“The
ing wheel, the handloom, the b}acksmlth’s hammer
he spinning machine, the powerloom,
individual workshop bydth;:1 fac-
% i i eration of hundreds and thous®
inds “(:‘fplvyv]:rgkr:;hcn. jke manner, produ;tion itst:lf
1 ed from 2 series of individual into a SETies of social
. 8 -om individual to social products.
e B ‘the metal articles that now came
Phe yam, © product of many
out of had successively to

could say

h whose hands they
ready. No one person

ore t b
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hand arasitical character of capitalism. In Australia,
f."péialit:fdp production and individual (monopolistic)
appropriation (ownership), are far advanced. They are
becoming all the time more and more advam_:ed. Hence
the material basis for socialist ideas is continually ex-
panding in Australia. Communists most certainly realise
this and propagate the ideas of socialism.

The decisive form of the individual (monopolist)
appropriation of the products of socialised labor in
Australia, is appropriation by the foreign giant monop-
olies and local “partners” of these foreign giants. '!‘lus
brings the workers, other working people, {ntermcdfjlaite
sections of the people and native capitalists into ;:qn ﬂft
with the imperialist giants which directly exploit the
workers and crush them. It is the .cxpulsmn- amg gp;.op.
riation of these monopolies that 1s the basis ? e first
stage of continuous revolution apd t!w bas;j 01;i uniting
broad sections of the peopl(? against impen ist domina-
tion. The workers engaged in socialised production are

the leaders of the united forces.

Thus the enthusiasm for. socia_lism nce.'fis a scientific
. to carry that enthusiasm into realisation. Some
analyﬂ? ong to talk about socialism because we are
g an L neg with a people’s anti-imperialist democra-
only concer! n. Or they say if there is talk about soc1_a.l-
tic r‘?vo»l L'mh(ieﬁs off the capitalists who might otherwise
ism, it {118 ti-imperialist united front. But of course, it is
join e antajk about socialism and to point out to the
a‘Orf‘:ﬁ; t:)vorkcrs that the way to achieve it is through
coCle
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“is the necessary preparation for the socialist
, and the socialist revolution is the inevitable
I to the democratic revolution. The ultimate aim
hich all communists strive is to bring about a

and communist society.”

‘We Communists never conceal our political views.
ly and beyond all doubt, our future or maximum
yme is to carry China forward to socialism and
ommunism. Both the name of our Party and our Marxist

yrld outlook unequivocally point to this supreme
| of the future, a future of incomparable brightness

4 splendour.”

In Australia our problem has similarities. Thus it is
ong to try to suppress of discourage socialist senti-
in the interests of building up 2 broad united

it of Australian people. Socialist ideas arc splendid
deas that arise from Australian and world reality.
arxism-Leninism reveals their basis and their direction.
‘We encourage them but W€ copccntratc our work and
attention on the anti-imperialist democratic stage of

~ continuing revolution for that is the immediate reality

of Australia in the march to thoroughgoing socialism
and communism'

Australian Communist No. 58 (May 1973)
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