
"Every paranoiac has a desire, "Bleuler declares, "to 
be regarded as super-excellent and to maintain of himself 
a picture of being infallible amounting at times to 
grandiosity. He usually regards others as beneath him 
and looks with disdain on the accomplishments of associ­
ates. There is no paranoiac delusion of greatness without 
d�lusions _of persecution, and no delusions of persecution
without ideas of greatness and aspirations to such." 

Krushchev's comments about Stalin's delusions of 
grandeur are pointedly applicable: 

"He never acknowledged to anyone that he made any 
mistake large or small." 

"Stalin acted not through persuasion, explanation and 
patient cooperation with people, but by imposing his 
concepts and demanding absolute submission to his 
opinion." 

"Stalin invented things for the purpose of minimizing 
the role and military talents of (Marshal) Zhukhov." 

"Stalin transformed the whole past October historical 
period solely into an action of the 'Stalin genius' .... 
Stalin himself using all conceivable methods supported 
the self-glorification of his own person." 

"Stalin told the Politbureau members, 'You are blind 
li�e kitt�ns. What will happen without me? The country 
will pensh because you don't know how to recognize 
enemies.' " 

According to Bleuler, the difference between a delusion 
and an ordinary mistaken idea is a quantitative one and 
thus the disorder is often extremely difficult to diagnose. 
"It _(the diagnosis of p�ranoia) is often· absolutely im­
possible when the delus10n has centered itself on a class 
of ideas that are beyond proof as in the politicians and 
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philosophers" for "an idea may, by chance, correspond 
with reality and nevertheless be a delusion.'' 

A diagnosis of paranoia becomes impossible if the sur­
rounding circumstances confirm the sufferer's suspicions. 
A person harrassed by arsonists, for example, who have 
set his house on fire on several occasions may well be­
come afflicted with paranoia. But even the most brilliant 
ensemble of mental experts would be incapable of diag­
nosing his exaggerated suspicions as pathological or ab­
normal. 

Beria's skillful exploitation of Stalin's extreme fear of 
foreign and domestic enemies made distinction between 
actual counterrevolutionary activity and fabrications prac­
tically impossible. 

THE STALIN CULT AND ITS CONSEQUENCES 

The extraordinary influence of Stalin's paranoia, ob­
viously an historical accident, upon the course of events 
would appear to contradict the Marxist thesis concerning 
the primacy of material forces. Marxism postulates the 
preeminence of social forces and classes over the indi-
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