
consequences because they enjoy the approval of a section 
of "the people"? Regardless of the errors of the Stalinist 
leadership and other causes of the uprisings, the rebellion 
in Hungary has aimed at "1-vrenching the nation from the 
socialist camp and at breaking the unity of the socialist 
countries. 

Democratization and correction of errors and abuses 
must be distinguished from wilful regressive nationalistic 
"reforms" leading to the weakening of cooperation and 
the encouragement of antagonisms in the socialist camp. 
The independence demanded by Polish and Hungarian 
leaders clearly reflects dangerous nationalist tendencies. 
Thus Zycie Warszawy (October 28) called for an inde­
pendent Polish foreign policy based on national interests 
and Poland's historic traditions rather than solely on the 
country's alliance with the Soviet Union. What are these 
historic traditions in Poland but traditions of enmity and 
aggrandizement against the Soviet Union? 

Even under the developing peaceful coexistence between 
the socialist and capitalist worlds, the struggle between 
the two camps will be bitter and protracted. Socialist secu­
rity and advancement has depended and continues to 
depend upon the united action of the socialist nations. 
There is still need for an overall plan of development in 
the socialist world, with generally accepted priorities, mu­
tual aid and division of labor. The industrialization of 
China, for example, which may prove decisive in the 
extension of socialism throughout Asia, has been accepted 
as the responsibility of all the socialist nations. 

If each socialist nation now seeks to dart off on a nation­
alistic tangent concerned only with its own immediate and 
narrow interests, the accomplishment of the historic tasks 
undertaken by the socialist world will be jeopardized. 
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The Soviet people built the first socialist state under 
immense obstacles and at the cost of enormous sacrifices, 
proceeding without any historical precedent or blueprint. 
The economy, politics and all other aspects of life in the 
first workers' state were shaped by the strains and efforts 
of fighting singlehandedly against a world of enemies. In 
the final analysis, therefore, the most painful features of 
the Soviet first stage of socialism, its violence, errors and 
excesses, arose not out of the ideals of socialism but out 
of the implacable aims of world imperialism. 

Although the period between 1917 and 1922 has com­
monly been called the stage of war communism, it might 
be more accurate to extend this term to include the entire 
first stage- of socialism-through sometime between 1950 
and 1955. 

An historical turning point was reached when socialism 
ceased being an island in an ocean of capitalism and 

became an ascendant, self-sufficient world system, while 
the capitalist world sector lost its overwhelming economic, 
military and technological superiority. Plans for destroy­
ing socialism or its achievements were no longer prac­
ticable; and socialist development could no longer be 
obstructed by war threats. 

Soviet achievements are easing the path of all countries 
striving for national independence. Soviet science and 
industry are breaking the centuries-old monopoly of the 
Western robber barons-a monopoly that provided them 
with the military and economic weapons for enslaving 
nations of Eastern Europe, Asia, Africa and Latin America. 
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