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THE PRESENT LEFT-WING CRISIS IN THE TRADE UNIONS
(Part IITI)

Resume of Parts I and II:.

(Prior to 1919, the American left-wing constantly vacillated between op-
portunist capitulation to agents of the employers in the unions and sectarian
dual unionism. The Communist International in 1919 began to assist the Com-
munist Party of the U.S., on the basis of international experience, to adopt
8 policy of working correctly for a fighting and. united trade-union movement.
In spite of frequent errors in the application of that policy, our Party
adhered to it with sufficient firmness from 1929 to 1937 for this poliecy to
prove its correctness by assisting the American working class to make enormous
gains, After posing the problem as to why so many of the gains made by
American labor in the 30%s have been dissipated in the 40%s, at the moment of
enormous advances by the international labor movement; we made the general
observation that the Party leadership yielded to smug corplacency during the
formative years of the C.T.0. and failed to indicate how labor should con-
solidate its recent gains by preparations for further advances which could.
easily,on the basis of existing gains, have been made by struggle along proper
lines,) : S :

5. The Steady Growth of Opportunism in the Trade Union Policy of
the Party after 1937, Culminating in Somplete Tiquidationis
during the Anti-TFascist War, (continued) '

The formation of the C.I.0. and its early struggles represented partial
realization of the program of the Party add of nany non-Party workers for
industrial unionism, for an energetic drive to organize the unorganized, and
to secure the adopticn of a policy of militant class struggle against the
employers, These successes were only partial, only half-successful, first orf
all, because the A.F. of L. and R.R. Brotherhoods had not been won to support
the new policies of the C.I.0. In the second place, the Party was far from
successful in winning support to other,asPectSaof,its‘minimum trade union pro-
gram. The expulsion of the C.I.0. from the A.F. of L. of course indicated that
the Party’s program for trade union unity was far from being realized.

A higher degree of trade union deriocracy was achieved in some of the new C.I.g
unions then in the old A.F. of L. unions, However, certain A.F. of L, unions
went into the C.I.0. without altering in the slightest their former system of
byreaucratic domination by highly paid officials, Moreover, the new unions

which grew up under the C.I.O. were also certainly very far in most cases from
repudiating all the old bureaucratic practices of the A,F., of L. The Party com-
rades within the C.I.0. were not mobilized by the Party leadership to undertake

a systematic fight, which could have»been successful if systematically and
intelligently conducted, to achieve troroush-going trade union democracy through-
out the length and breadth of the €.I,0. ' o




TOWA™D SOCTALISM - MNo. 12 2

The failure to organize & rank and file mass campaign against bureaucr&cy.in
the C.I.0. thus left a strong base for the growth of class-collaborationism,
which is always bred by bureaucracy. In other words, the perpetuation of
bureaucracy in the C.I.0. allowed the employers to retain a convegient base
for operation'within the new trade union federation. In this, as in other
respects, the fight to win the C.I.0. for a policy of clasg struggle as
opposed to class collaboration and for energetic organizatlgn of the un-
organized as opposed to bureaucratic lethargy was only partially successful.

Enormous steps were made. by the C,I.0. toward organizing Negro and white
workers for joint struggles and toward arousing white labor to rid itself

of its old and violent chauvinist pre judices. Indications of this were the
organization of Negro workeféQ'éSpeoially.in the South, and in the formulation
of certain general programatic demands by the C.I.0. on behalf of the Negro
people. However, in spite of paper resolutions, calling for organization of
Negro labor, C.I.0. organizers sent into the South were often former A.F. of
L. bureaucrats filled with hatred for the Negro people, and the organization
of Negro labor in both North and South'was often flagrantly neglected., Where
organization of Negro workers occurred; it was oftgﬁ due solely to rank gnd
file pressure in the given localities. Furthermore, Jim Crow forms of .
organization of Negro labor by the C.I.0. in the South (e.g. in the Textile"
Workers Unlon) were widespread and not combatted by any systematic campalgn
of any sort. That the general policy of the C.I.0. toward Negro labor wag
often sebotaged by C.I.0. officials and that this sabotage was often over-
come only by local opposition was never publicized by the Party, which
generally glossed over all but the good features of the C.T.0. The result

was that a national campaign to carry out the systematic organization of Negro
workers and a nationael campaign to combat white chauvinism within the Cel 00
wele never organized.

In the sphere of parliamentary action, C.I.0. locals, Conventions, and Coun-
cils were easily mobilized to endorse the New Deal program of liberal
bourgeois reform and occasionally to pass resolutions calling for legislative
action of a slightly more advanced nature than that of the bourgeois New

Deal politicians. However, after 1937, all education for work in the direction
of a farmer-labor party was abandoned by the Party, and the C.I.0. was allowed
to regard itself as a more or less. permanent left-wing within the New Deal
section of the Democratic Party. As an indication of how thorough~going was
the economism which developed among leading Party comrades in the Cele0o,
quite a number of Party comrades in leading posts in C.I.0. unions appealed

to M"organizational activity" as an excuse for failure even to campaign for

the liberal New Deal against its reactionary fasciet opponents during the
elections of 19783 This was economism with a vengeance,

Various locals, leading committees, and conventions of the C.I.0s frequently
edopted resolutions expressing various forms of international labor solidar-
ity in connection with the wcrl&Wide‘struggle against developing war. and
fasclsm prior to 1939 and in relation to the’ various phases of World War II
thereafter. However, these generally anti-fascist paper resolutions were not
very widely translated into effective actions of international labor
solidarity, and were not utilized effectively for conducting genuine antis«
fascist education of more than the most superficial variety, if even this,
among the rank-and-file membership of the unions. Anti-faseist paper re-
solutions voicing sentiments of internationalism were often flagrantly and
cynically sabotaged by C.I.0. officials in practice, Nevertheless 'a certain
fetishism of paper resolutions and of verbal convention decisions, accompanied
by utter disconcern for actual deeds, was allowed to grow and flourish within
the Party - a fetishism'which may be observed in a orude form in the various
"reports" of Williamson, present trade union secretary of the Party.

From the beginning, many C.I.0. bureaucrats actively disseminated the most
reactionary views among the rank and file union members, thus flagrantly
violating offiecial C.I.0. policy as expressed in many -convention decisions

and resolutions. As a means of combatting the ideology of the employers, which
was thus actively disseminated within the Cel.0., -the Party engaged in almost -
no fight whatsoever to organize well-functioning educational departments with-
in C.I.O. unions. Where more or less sham educational departments were formed,
no real effort was made (not even where Party members held leading posts in
such departments) to utilize them to give union members genuine enlightenment
concerning the nature of capitalism, the real nature of the labor movenent,
the relations between labor and the different 6kasses of fafmers, the relations
between lalior and the Negro reople,.or the irelations betwesr .labor and inter-
national economic and political deve}opments, .
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In a word, some great gains, but of a very definitely limited nature, were
made by American labor with the formation of the C.I.0. A number of
industrial unions were formed., Millions of hitherto unorganized workers
were organized by powerful organizational drives.lMany sharp and successful
struggles for contracts occurred in major industries. However, the ATF' of
1. and R.R. Brotherhoods had not been won over to adopt the progressive .
policies of the C.I.0. The trade union movement was badly split., Within
the C.I.0. itself, trade union bureaucracy still flourished; reactionary
views and practices, in the sharpest contradiction to paper resolutions,
were widespread and were actively being disseminated; and no systematic ed-
ucational campaigns were orgaenized to combat them. An enormous step forward
had been made, but to consolidate existing gains effectively, it was
necessary that even bigger steps be teken. It was necessary to win over the
whole A.F, of L. and R.R. Brotherhoods for the new progressive policies of
the C.I1.0s It was necessary to unify the A.F. of L., CeI.0., 2nd R.R.
Brotherhoods. And it was necessary to achieve trade union democracy within
the C,I.0, as well as in other federations, i.e. 1o eliminate all fomms

of bureaucracy and all expressions of white chauvinism. It was necessary
to mobilize the C.I.O. and other federations for a consistent policy of
class struggle; for an unceasing drive to organize the unorganized, with
especial attention to Negro workers; and for genuine solidarity with the
workers of the world that would express itself in continuous actions of
international labor solidarity. To secure . all these things, it was necessary
to conduct a stubborn fight in all local meetings and to organize genuine
labor education within the C.I.0., and other federations.

Such a sober estimate of achievements and of next steps required should have
been made in 1937. Such a succinct formulation of tasks to be performed
would have given every Party member in the C.I.0:, A.F. of L. and R.R.
Brotherhoods a clear tactical guide for specific, immediate actions within
his local. United action by the thousands of Party members in the unions
and the hundreds of thousands with whom they were in close contact could
have accomplished wonders in securing the actual carrying out of the next
steps required. ‘

No such sober estimate as the above and no such clear and succinet formula-
tion of the next steps required were made, Some lip-service and a slight
amount of activity were devoted to the general demand for the re-unification
of the A.F. of L, and C.I.0., but a stubborn, systematic, nationwide,
unceasing campaign for trade union unity was not organized, and many aspects
of the general fight to mobilize all of labor against all of capital in the
closest solidarity with the workers of the world were utterly neglected.

A succinct formulation of tasks, so simple that every worker could grasp
them readily, was not made.

The tasks required for taking the next steps forward by American labor in
1937 were such that one would conclude that a sound C.P. would have under—
taken to tighten up its own organization as the means for securing the
united action of its own membership within the unions. Our Party, however,
in 1937 took opposite steps - the steps of relaxing and serapping the
organization of Party members in the unions. The first big step in this
direction was the change of shop branches into industrial branches. The
second was the dissolution of franections in 1937. The third and fatal step
was the dissolution in 1935 not only of all remaining shop branches, but
also of the new industrial branches, These three steps transformed’ the
C.P.U.S»A. Organizaticnally into a Social-Democratic type of Party, based
solely upon territorial clubs organized mainly on the basis of electoral
districts.

An analysis of the exact procedure whereby shop and industrial Party branches
and Party fractions in the unions were dissolved is most instructive.

The present membership of the Party has been given no instruction (except in
the classes of a few Party teachers once and a while) concerning shop
branches, fractions, and other basic forms of Party organization. For
opportunists, the less Party members know about Marxist theory in general

or the principles of Party organization in particular the better, Few Party
members today know the difference between a shop and an industrial branch.
Knowledge of this difference, however, is most important,

It was the shop branch which was the basic form of C.P. organization required
by the former C.I. constitution. The shop branch is the organization of all
the Party members in a given factory or other place of employment. (Of course
if there are enough members in a large factory, there could be a branch for
each department)}. The major sphere of activity of such a braneh is of course
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the workers in the given place of employment. A shop branch relates the
program and activity of the C.P. to the daily lives of the workers in their

sphere of work.

An industrial branch is something quite different, and was, we believe, a
speEE?EEETI§7American innovation. An industrial branch does not organize
workers in a given place of emplovment, tut in a given industry. The members
of an industrial branch thus come from different shops, An industrial branch
may legitimately be formed when there are not encugh comrades in individual
factories to form shop branches. Obviously its obisct should be to work in
sueh a fashion as to recruit comrades who can organize separate shop branches.
As a relatively permaneant organization, an industiial branch would parallel
the activity of a fraction operating in the union of a given industry,

for all Party members in any industry must be union members. The personnel
of an industrial branch for an industrial union is thus identical with the
personnel of a fraction in that industrial union. This being the case, it

is contrary to correct principles of Party organization to regard industrisl
branches as more than a temporary form of organization or to regard them

as in any sense a substitute Tfor shop branches, which are the basic forms

of organization in a Gommunist Party.

Far from forming industrial branches in 1937 as the prelude to organizing
new shop branches, o0ld shop branches were dissolved into the new industrial
branches whose role was purely liquidatory. The formation of industrial
branches was used, first, as the excuse for dissolving already existing

shop branchesi Thereafter they weIls usSed as tle excuse for GiSsslving
fractionsi Having performed these liquidationist functions, these in-
dustrial branches, temporary forms of organization utilized solely to effect
disorganization, were themselves dissolvedt

A major argument given for the dissolution of fractions was that reactionary
caucuses of Coughlinites, Trotskyites, etc. were functioning in the unions,
that workers confused Communist fractions with such reactionary caucuses,
and that the dissclution of Communist fractions might make possible the
dissolution of these reactionary caucusesi Such liquidationist arguments

are always totally erroneous. It was the duty of Communist fractions to
demonstrate to the workers the absolute difference between Communist fractions,
which represent the total interests of the working class as a whole, and the
sinister anti-labor caucuses which serve the interosts of the employers in

the unions. Such a demonstration was not difficult, because it is a fact, ‘
and truth can always be demonstrated. Only a lie is, in the nature of things,
incapable of proof. Communists do represent the interests of labor as a

class, Coughlinites and Trotskyites cannot help revealins their rsal anti-
labor position by their actions, since they are anti-labor. The fact that

such anti-labor organizations were functioning in the unions should have
convinced Communists, therefore, to draw the conclusion that Communist
organization to combat such anti-labor caucuses must be strengthened whether
in the specific form of fractions or in other forms., :

.

Communists of course do not follow rigidly dogmatic and inflexible forms of
Party organization, although there are certain basic organizational
principles to which real Communists must adhere consistently. One cannot say
that under no conditions is it impermissible for the speecific organizational
form of fractions to be dissolved. However, one can say with absolute
certainty that under all conditions there must be a basic organizational

form of some sort to secure united action by all-Communists in the unions

and other mass orgenizations, If for some reason, it is found advisable to
dissolve fractions, some other means of achieving united action must be found.

Another widespread verbal excuse for dissolving fractions used by some
functionaries in trying to "elarify" some comrades, was the chauvinistic

and false assertion that fractions are un-American®s: - an argument appro-
priate for the Un-American Committee. On the centrary, the widespread custom
of the political caucus (a fraction is & caucus of Communist Party members),
dating from the Caucus Club of Colonial llassachusetts, in which Sam Adams
functioned,is quite thoroughly American, as one can still see in the
institution of Republican and Democrabic Party caucuses in Congress and
elsewhere. Even if it were not an A.erican custom, the strength of the labor
movement anywhere obviously rests upon its ability to learn from international
experience, (It is time that comrades grasred the humour of the faet that
capitaelism itself did not originate in Lmerica 3)
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Another excuse given to obtain acceptance by the membership of the dis- -
solution of fractions in the unions in 1937 was that industrial branches,
which had already largely displaced shop branches; could continue to perform
the same funotion as fractions. One would imagine, therefore, if this
argument had been seriously put forward, that the dissolution of fractions
would have been followed by a strengthening of industrial branches. On the
contrary, once this argument had served its purpose, the dissolution of
fractions in the unions was followed by the dissolution of industrial
branches alsol Thereafter, nothing remained whereby the function of the
fraction, viz. to secure united action by all Communists in & union or other
mass organization, could be securedi Party organization in the unions and
factories had been dissolved.

This occurred in 1937-8 - six years before the Party as a whole was dissolved
and while Browderf's leadership was at the height of its greatest apparent
success, All who retain some lingering illusiong concerning Browder's

former leadership should ponder thoughtfully over these facts.

The dissolution of all forms of Party organization in the unions and
factories allowed the unchecked development of a trade union bureaucracy
within the ranks of the Party, which is supposed to mobilize the rank and
file of the unions to-combat all forms of bureaucracy. Deprived of fractions
and shop branches, the Party possessed no organizational machinery whereby
the growth of trade union bureaucracy within the ranks of the Party could

be combatted.

Various guarantees against the demoralization of the ranks of the Party
were abolished at the time of the dissolution of fractions and shop
branches. It was once the requirement of Communist Parties and still is
required in many Parties (if not in all) that any Party member elected to
any trade union or government post should surrender to the Party all of his

salary over and above a standard trade union wage. This requirement is

based on the fact that Party members are elected to posts not for personal
self-advancement, but to perform responsibilities on behalf of the working
class, Furthermore, it is a guarantee that Party members in well-paying
posts in unions and elsewhere shall not become bourgeoisified by a non-
proletarian standard of living. It was just such a process of bourgeoisi-
Tication that originally corrupted A.F., of L. leaders and that also
originally corrupted the Social-Democratic trade union leaders all over
Europe and America. The Bolshevik Party worked out methods of counteracting

all tendencies toward the bourgeoisffication of its own members., Suchk
methods afterwards were adopted generally by the Parties of the C.I. At the
very beginning of the C.I.0. organizational drive, certain Party members in
the American Party who held well-paying C.I.O. posts - at least in certain
areas of the U.S, - were required to surrender sometimes as much as half of
their saleries to the Party. Whether this was ever a general policy within
our Party on a national scale is unknown. However, the practice, wherever it
existed, was certainly discontinued at the time of the general ‘abandonment
of Party disciplinary measures, which started around 1937,

Another instance of activity which helped to liquidate the Party in-the
unions was the decision, recently reported in Masses and Meinstream, whereby
Gus Hall, organizer for the Steel “Torkers Organizing Committee, which be-
came the Steelworkers Union, and a known Communist, resigned his important
post 1in a major union in a basic industry to become a Party functionaryi
Certainly it seems strange for any Communist union leadér to resign from a
post in which he may give leadership %o grsat masses of non-Party workers,
That the agents of the employers in the union should attempt to secure such
resignations is understandatle, but that Communists should yield to such
demands is not understandable.

It has been seen how the developing economism which led to the liguidation
of the Party organization in the unions prevenved the Party comrades in the
unions from following up the aclievements of 1934-37 with struggles for the
full minimgm‘trade union program of the Party., Not only did this economism
prevent the fight for new advances, Lowever, It led Party comrades in the
unions to hegin to liquidate some of thas general organizational gains
already achieved by the whole C.I.0. Conrades in each union could give many
examples of such retreats in general C.I.0. woerk. /e shall here cite one
outstanding example.,
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Everyone who has any real understanding of Marxist-Leninist theory kngws that
one of the major requirements for securing the emancipation of labor is to
secure the alliance between labor and the toiling poor on the farms. The
basic means for effecting such an allisnce must obviously be the organization
of agricultural wage laborers, i.e, of the rural proletariat. Some of the
most heroic mass struggles in the history of the American C.P. consisted of
the organization in struggle of such agricultural wage workers as the Salinas
lettuce workers of the famous Imperial Valley of California, of the beet
workers of Colorado, and of farm workers in southern New Jersey. During this

iod, semi-serf Negro sharecroppers of Alabama and other Southern
gig%egeﬁgge’organized by %arty leaders into the famous Sharec¢roppers Union.

Under the aegis of the new C.I.0., a new union called the United Cannery,
Agrigultural, Packing, and Allied "Jorkers of America was formed. Into this
new union, the organizations of agricultural wage workers and the Share-
croppers Union of the South dissolved,

Mistakes were made in the very formation of this union. It would have been
preferable to restrict this union only to agricultural wage earners, in order
to prevent the dissipation of its energies into other directions, It was a
mistake to embrace cannery workers and workers in allied industries in the
same union with agrécultupal wage workers., It was also a mistake to dissolve
the Sharecroppers Union (whos® members were not wage workers and whose
problems as semi-serf tenants, paying rent in kind and often held in debt
bondage, were quite different from those of workers for wages) into a union
of wage workers. Too many heterogeneous elements were lumped together into
ane union. Had American Communists studied more deeply the Bolshevik
writings on the agrarian question, they would, on the basis of international
experience, have opposed these errors. Nevertheless, this union did contain
the organizations of agricultural wage earners and sharecroppers and did
provide a medium, even though inadequate, for their further organization,

Not only were mistakes made in the very formation of the heterogeneous union’
which included farm proletarians, cannery and packing workers, sharecroppers,
etc. in the same organization; but steps were taken shortly after its
formation that led not only to the virtual liquidation of any real drive

to organize both rural wage-earners and sharecroppers, but to the dissolution
of existing locals, The C.I.0e withdrew funds from this gxtremely im-

portant union with the purely business-like (not class-struggle) excuse that
the "returns" (1) were insufficienti The fruits of the heroic organizational
work of Communists in the %30s were thereafter dissipated. The organizations
of sharecroppers and of many agricultural wage workers were allowed to dis-
integratei (With the disappearance of any organization of agrarian toilers
in the Black Belt of the South, talk about the Black Belt among Party
functionaries in the North,who were very addicted to discussions not based

on study of any kind, became thereafter increasingly academic and unrelated
to anything in actual existence.) With the actual disintegration of many of
the few organizations of wage-earners and sharecroppers which had ever
existed, the C.I,0. changed the name of the heterogeneous union of agricultural
and cannery workers, sharecroppers, etc. into the ambiguous. title of Food and
Tobacco Workers Union - ambiguous because it is not clear from the name
whether the union is a union of workers in food and tobaceo industries or of
agricultural workers on farms raising food and tobacco, An accourt of what ever
happened to the organization of sharecroppers in the Southern Black Belt has
5till not been given to the Party membership, Neither have new members been
told of the former struggles’on Black Belt farms and plantations, on - .
farms of the Imperial Valley, on the beet farms of Colorado and in other farm
areas throughout the huge territory of the U.S. With declining interest in
agricultural wage workers, it was not surprising that the C.I.0. neglected
any effective efforts to cement an alliance with poor, toiling, land-owning
farmers,

Leading Party members in the C.T.0. not only failed to combat the steps taken
by the C.I.0. leaders to curtail . attention to agricultural workers, steps
which led to the disintegration of old organizations, but were active in the
execution of those steps. Underestimation of the agrarian question is an
invariable accompaniment of opportunism. This has been the case in the
American Party, and its effect is visible in the CeIle0s
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The dissolution of shop and indust?ial branchgs, which made Commuhity
branches the basic Party organ?zan}ons and which affecped 80 adverse}y ?he.
C.I.0. as & whole,was accompanied oy a general relaxation of Party discipline
in all branches, and there occurred a mass .influx 1pto,the Earty of many
people who in reality only thought they were Communists but who were really
only middle class liberals. Cne must also assume that along with them a
plentiful supply of new professional enemy agents also flocked into the Party
to join those already there. COf course many good, honest,'and revolutionary
people joined the Party during these years - only to be misguided,

Under the guise of a fight-against "sectarianism", ugly campaigns against

0ld trusted Party comrades, many of whom were foreign-born, was launched,
Thousands of devoted Party members were subjected to ridicule as "1905-ers"i.
The ill-mannered and brazen audacity of middle class new recruits who dared

to ridicule the velterans of one of the great revolutions of modern history
who had played’'a valiant role as refugees from Tzarism in the American ’
labor movement, was never rebuked by the Party leadership. On the contrary,
under Browder'!s leadership, the culmination of this vicious ridicule of "“old
timers" was the chauvinist decislon reguiring that all members of the Party
be American citizens§ Under this ruling, thousands of the best trade umion

members of the Party were driven out of the Party of the working ¢lass, which
in the U.S. has always embraced an extremely large proportion of foreign born.
(A double standard of some sort was nevertheless followed in deciding who
should be forced to leave by this ruling, since recenit deportation proceedings
have revealed that it was never applied to some of the leading cadres who
were active in proposing it!) These procedures helped still farther to weaken
the base of the Party in the unions.

To summarize what happened in 1937-8, instead of following up the glorious
victories won by American labor in the years from 1934-37 by strenuous efforts
for new advances, the Party leadership in 1937 called a halt to the further
advance of American labor. It did this by disorganizing and disorientating
the vanguard of American labor in the unions. By scrapping Party organization
in the unions and factories, the Party leadership abolished the organized
proletarian base of the Party, and shifted the Party on to & middle class path
of development, Calling a halt to the general advance of labor began to
illustrate the principle that in the class struggle one can never stand still.
Failure to press for new advances paved the way for the general liquidation
by the C.,I.0. as a whole of some of the outstanding achievements of previous
years.

The' complete dissolution of the Party in 1944, was obviously not some sudden
act, not the crazy whim of ome man, but the inevitable culmination of an
unchecked and deep-seated growth of opportunism among the entire leadership
of the Party following the viectories of 1934-7. This leadership included both
Browder and the present leaders, who were all collectively responsible both
for yielding to opportunism and for failing to combat it,

The voice of criticism among the rank and file against the growing 0ppor%unism
among leading cadres was not entirely absent during these years, Critical

voices, however, were silenced by a steady growth of bureaucracy, whieh made

a mockery of democratic centralism. The dishonest methods of ridicule, slander,
and gross misreprcsentation of the real sthatements of Party comrades voicing
criticism were employed to stifle and silence all criticism. It is a rule of
genuine debate always to gquote accurately even one's worst enemy, and to refute
his strongest arguments, not his weak ones., Nothing else really refutes an
opponent. Of course one cen win in a debate in this way only by always re-
lying on the truth, and that is why the method of reliance on truth, the
scientific method, is the polemical method which is required of all genuine
Marxists, An increasing number of Party functionaries. did not, during the
years of the growth of opportunism after 1976 employ scientific methods of
polemic against comrades who voiced legitimate criticisms through regular
channels, On the contrary, they put words that were never uttered into the

mouths of honest comrades, engaged in the evil and repulsive sport of tearing
to pieces straw men, spread libelous slanders by means of anonymous rumours and
innuendoes, and then mocked at the comradés whc had thus been so grossly
misrepresented., By such nefarious methnds, the practice of genuine political
discussion, of criticism and self-criticism, never employad too extensively

or deeply in our Party, were virtually completely driven out of the American
movement. Party members were brought up indocetrinated with the fantastic
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hotion of their enemies, viz. that democratic centralism resembles control
of an organization by a military police. Such a bgreaucratic erystallization
occurred within the Party during the days when Browder was the "spoiled
darling" of the present leadership.

Meanwhile, the system of education that crystallized in the Party gave to
students in even the most advanced training schools only the most super-
ficial smattering of Marxism, Party teachers who took the teaching of Marxism
seriously and who tried to give their studeats thorough~-going and systematic
courses of study were constantly being told, "you're giving them too much",
"Tust give them a little bit". (These are word for word guotations of advice
received by the present writer over and over again for approximately fifteen
years from'leading cadres in the field of education.) Contempt of the Party
membership, who were systematically treated like children, was deliberately
fostered by functionaries, who treated Marxism much as the medieval clergy
treated the Bible, i.e. they kept it from the members while simultaneously
"venerating" it in a purely ritualistic manner as a dead dogma,

The preconditions for the liquidation of the Party in 1944 were thoroughly
established by a general policy of liguidation systematically followed by the
entire Party leadership after 193%7. The liquidation of the Party thus started
in 1937 with the liquidation of the Party organization in the unions and shops,
It was assisted by the growth of bureaucracy and the vulgarization of Marxist
education, The Party was already fairly thoroughly liguidated when the al-

- ready accomplished fact was officially recognized in 1944 by the formation
of a Communist Political Association immediately after the discolution of the
C.Pe If the dissolution of the Party had not been already nearly accomplished
in fact, the official liquidation could not have been carried oubt with so
little opposition., '

It was immediately after the adoption of the-perspective, held by the present
leadership when Browder was their mouthpiece, for long-range post-war class-

collaboration that the Party began to lose the respect of the rank and file
workers in the unions. The workers overwhelmingly saw the necessity for a
temporary tactical alliance with the employers for the specific aim of win-

. ning the war against the fascist axis. But when such a temporary tactical

alliance between enemy classes, whose basic interests are opposite, was
misconstrued into a long-range identity of interests, even backward workers
raised their eyebrows and spat in disgust at such pretentious naivete, AS

one Party comrade described his experience upon trying to explain the

Teheran policy to his shopmates, he received the shock of his life when a non-
Party worker, whom the Party comrade had considered "backward', looked at

him quizzieally and said scornfully, "That are you? A hundred per cent
American?®

Workers are practical people. The cares and worries of their lives and the
totality of their expdrience force them to be 80. They are the vietims of
much deceit, but they do not readily fall for absolutely fantastic theories
which completely deny the hard realities of every-day experience. The workers
had begun to respect the Communistis as the most realistic and practical
leaders of the working class in the 1930vs., During the !Tar, however, while
learning to respect and admire the Soviet Union, they suddenly discovered that
American Communists were talking the nonsense one would expect only from such
middle-class liberals as are completely ignorant of the real facts of
industrial life., The former prestige of Communists in the unions began to
dissipate rapidly.

Naturally the former Party members in the enigmatic C.P.A. did much heroic
work for the war effort. So did millions of other non-Party people., Naturally
they were energetic (though not ensrgetic enough) in the campaign for a second
front. But they did not and could not function as a Party, since there was no
Communist Party. Because of their. erroneous class~collaborationist post-war
perspective, they actually assiged the imperialist bourgeoisie in disseminating
false and har..ful theories concerning the basic relations between labor and
capital, To such a state was the American Communist movement brought before
1945 by failure to detect and check the growth of opportunism.

( To be continued )

(In our next issue, we plan to analyze how the liquidation of all Communist
work in the unions, which had started in 1937, was accelerated after the
verbal repudiation of Browderism in 1945. We urge comrades to read the
instruetive article in the April 20th New Times entitled "America's Trade
Union Barons",)
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THE MARSHALL PLAN AND OUR COMMUNIST PARTY

An Analyeis And a Criticism

By Max Redacht

Lenin has told us that Yimperialism isg the eve of the social revolution
of the proletariat®. If we want to undersvand the Marshall Plan, its purposes
and effects, we must analyze it from this Marxist premise, If we do, we can-
not escape the conclusion that American capitalism has devised that plan for
two parallel and inseparable purposes: one, to secure and entrench ifts own
imperialist domination over the eapitalist world; two, to mobilize and unify
all available forces of the capitalist world for struggle against and defeat
of socialism.

The dominant position held in the world today by American capitalism was
not a gift from heaven., Nor was it a revard for suverior initiative snd enter-

prise, Instead, it was spavned by the hell of tro eapitalist vars and nursed
by historic and geographic advantnees enjoved by Lmerienn crpitolism,

Already from the first World Wor, 1914-18, the Ameriecan ruling class
emerged as the strongest single nrtionnl enpitalist group. Germon imperialism
had just lost its war for world dominntion; the British and Fronch imperialisms
hnd been greatly weakened by the vnr; Ibtalinn impericlism secmed to have been
knocked out by it altogether,

Tn addition to these shifts in the 1li - e=-up of capitnlist povers, at the end
of the war and partly as o result of it, 2 new phenomenon had entered vorld his-
tory, The proletariat of Czarist Russia, under the lendership of its bolshevik
socinlist party, had cut out for itsclf one-sixth of the earth's surfoace and had
proceedsad to organize and construct upon it a socialist world. Thic sixth of
the world, by action of its pecoples under the leadership of its working class,
was thus subtracted from the eapitalist world and its exploitation.

This cvent had an electrifying effect upon the advanced seetions of the
working clags of all remnining capitalist countries, It provided them with the
invaluable expericnces of a successful proletarian revolubtion; it raised their
revolutionary self-confidence into an inexhnustible source of additional cour-
age nand initiative,

German Imperialists Prapars for Vorld War II

Immediately after the first World Wnr German imperinlism agnin bsgan to
rearm and to prepare for n return boukt., In this vork it found thrat its imper-
inlist politiecs could no longer trnvel the old voad on vhich . the mutusl +ivale
ries of the various naticnnl capitnlist g-oups providsd the only hardicaps,

A nev and even more formidable handicap to imperinlist aspirations had arisen --
on anti-imperialist, a sccialist vorld, This force vos ombodied in the Tevolue
ticnnry proletarinn movement everyvhere, inspired and led by the victorious
Communist Porty of the Soviet Union. German imperialism therefore renlized

that to vin their return bout they not only had to subjugnte their imperialist
rivals, but also had to defeat the groving anti-imperinlist, the exponding
zocialist forces of the vorld,

e Nozis, vho mnaged the come-back efforts for the German inperialists,
therefore preparcd for a war on two fronts: the front against their imperialist
rivals, and the front ngainst anti-imperialism, against socialism, This dual
character was the historic poculiarity of the second World War, It was the
living proof of the correctness of Lenin's MArxist statement, that imperialism
vas the eve of the social revolution of the proletariat,

Out of tactical considerations the Nazis, in their propaganda and in their
internal policies, put the var ogainst socinlism into the foreground., And this
tactic panid off., Because of it, thev attracted symprthies and nid for their var
preparations even from their intended capitrnlist vietimg, French, British and
other imperialisms, As 2 matter of historic fret this nolicy strengthermed them
ceninst their copitalist rivals, and, in turn, pirnlvze? these wivals to such
on extent that it brought an irmperinlist vietory vithin their reach, They vere
able to overrun nnd defect the bourseocis var rnchines of their neighboriné cop-
italist ~ntagonists, They failed only bhecause they could not overcome the
courage, the might end pover of their intended Socinlist victimsg, the Soviet
Union and the corrmnist-led peoples’ resistance movements in the countries they
had conauered and occupied, It can therefore be snid that their capitalist op;
ponents von the fight agninst German imperialism only because: the Socinlis+t
foreces of tu~ vorld won their fight neninst German fogeisn,

The seeming strergth of Armcriecan imperinlism, in contrnst to the tottering
conditions in which vorld capitalism wns 1lo¥t by the second World War, automnt-
ically conferred upon the Arerican crnpitalicts the positicn of masteré of the
capitalist world,
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Within the limits which simplifications necessarily prescribe, it can be said
that American inmperialism has now undertaken the job which Gerran inperialism dis-
mally failed to accomplish, the job of subordinnting the capitalist world to its
own imperialist domination and exploitation, and, at the same tine, of saving the
whole world for capitalism by defeating and viping out soeiolism, The Marshall
plan and its working is one of their monns toward this end,

They Cnn dnd They Cannot

There are self-styled Communist leaders in America who hotly deny this basic
line-up in the internaticnal class struggle, They insist, instead, that the real
and guite simple problem before us is to believe, and to convinece the Amerienn
capitanlists, that their social systen and the system of socinlism can live peace~
fully side by side, and that, therefore, their war preparations are unjustified
and unnecessary. They are so intent upon proving treir thesis that they have
abandoned all revolutionary rnss struggles and are centering their political de~
mands and nctions on capitalist reforms. Thus thev have abandoned the only means

by vhich the wor con be prevented, rnss struggles, ’

When aceused of not believing in eapitalist democracy they hotly proceed to
prove that they believe in it even riore thon do the capitalists themselves, When
denounced as being dangerous revolutionists (dangerous to capitalism) they hasten
to prove that in fact they are hormless, :

For these self-styled Nbrxists,dialectic historic materialisn represents an
impenetrable mystery. Their simple minds cannot grasp the fact that the question
of whether capitalism and socialism can live pveacefully side by side can and rust
be answered in the affirrative and negative at the same tire. The answer must be
yes when we take capitalism and socialism erbodied in countries, the United States
of Arerica for capitalism and the Soviet Union for socialism. These two countries
surely can live side by side without need of serious conflicts. The irmediate
problems of neither of these two countries find o serious immediate barrier for
their solution in the existence of the other,

The answer rust be no vhen we take capitalism and socinlism as rival social
concepts and aims., These two socinl concepts cannot live pencefully side by side,
One must strive to defeat the other or face defeat by the other., Their conflicts
are not embodied in rivalry between any prrticular countries, but rather in the
struggles betwsen the exploiting ~nd the exploited classes in nll capitclist coun-
tries. ‘ e

The Class Struggle Will Not Be Doniod

To deny the irrepressible character of this conflict is nothing less than a
denial of the eclass struggle itself, It is a denial of the riced for the existe-
ence and functioning of a revolutionary Corrmnist Party,

Those who deny it play into the hands of our capitalist enemies, They want it
denied, They themselves deny the accurmulating explosive forces of revolution at
home, produced by their ever intensifying cxploitation of the working rasses,

Despite this denial, however, they know that the class struggle is a faect,
It is being fought not because somebody "preacheg it, but because of irreconcil-
able interests between the capitnlists and the vorkers, betveen the exploiters and
the exploited., The Corrmnist Manifesto tells us thnt: "The history of all human
society, past and present, hns been the history of clagss struggles,

"Freeman and slave, patricinn and rlebeian, bnaron and'serf, Zuild burgess and
journeyran -- in na rord, oppressor and oprressed -- stood in sharp opposition each
to the other, They earried on perpetunl wmrfare, soretimes rmasked, sometimes open
and acknowledged; a warfare thnat invariably ended either in revolutionary changes
in the vhole structure of society, or else in the cormon ruin of the contending
classes.... '

"Modern bourgecis society, rising out of the ruins of feudnl society, did not
make an end of class antagonisms, It merely set up nev clnsses in place of the old:
new conditions of oppression; new ermbodinents of struggle, ™ ’

As long as the working class does fight this struggle only for economic im-
brovements, the politieal power of the capitalists with vhich they protect streng-
then and defend their Privileges as exploiters, ig not threatened. But Whén the

© working masses awaken politically and challenge the rule of the capitalists then
their rights and povers as exploiters becorgc endangered, That is why they éerse—
cute people who try to give the workers o elnss understanding and develop in them
class consciousness. As long s the workers do not realize their class position
and their need of fighting for political pover, tle capitalists have a nonopoly on
Preparedness for that strugele. They use tint nonopoly ngainst the workers X~
ploit them, rule them, oppress them, club them and joil them, ’

L%
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It never seems to oceur to the American iorkers to inquire vhy their efforts to
improve  their conditions of work and raige - their earning capacity always bring.
them in conflict with police and law, vwhile their bosses con carry through any
measure against the workers without the slightest danger of any such conflict,

As long as they 4o not even ask the question. the workewrs naturally cannot
find the answer that: the capitnlists are never bHothered by police and law in their
measures against the working masses beenuse they, the eapitalists and their inter~
egts in the class struggles, are the law ~hich the police protects, Under these
conditions the workers suffer and die =ith the monstrous illusions in their hends
that there is no class struggle.

Efforts to prove that the pro~capitnlist and anti-enpitalist forces can live
peacefully side by sidse are, therofore, nothing but endeavors to keep the vorkers
helpless in the class struggle. It certainly connot convines our closs enemies
that they should stop arming and fighting, It only mnkes it so ruch ensior forp
them to sharpen their weapons and to intensify their campaigns against socialisn
in the world and against the working class at home, i

The only possible defense the working rnsses have against the war preparations
and attacks of the capitalists is countor-attack; counter~attack, especially, by
mss organisation, mass education and masg mobilization agoinst capitalism and for
socialisn,

Reformist Themriqg

Those who deny the acuteness of the class struggles today have adopted Knrl
Kautsky's concept of imperialism. Kaoutsky insisted that imperinlism is not modern
capitalism itself, but is only a policy of it, According to this concept, capite-
alism can adopt and pursue this policy if it so chooses, but it also can leave it
alone,

This Koutskyan separation of capitalist nims and policies from capitalism ite
self is a deninl of Marxism., Instend of seeking the motives for imperialist pPoli-
cies and aims in the conditions of functioning of ecapitalism in the stage of
monopoly and finance capital, it looks for them in the idenls of the capitalist,
Good capitalists do not like, and bad ecapitalists adopt imrerialist policies,

Here ve have the theoretical source from vhich our American Party leaders %o
this very day are drawing their belief in good and bad, in progressive and reace
tionary capitalists, OF course, there are differences in the mke-up and concepts
of the individual capitnlists., But these differences do not determine the basic
policies of a capitalist stote, These policies are deternined by the conditbns of
functioning of deciszive capital. These wrong concepts in the heads of the leaders
of our Party have reduced in their minds the proletarian revolution to an abstrace
tion, That is why they consider agltating, propagandizing and organizing the pro=
letariat for that revolution as a crime punishable by expulsion from the Cormrunist
Party. Instead they operate on the assumption of o tremendous inherent strength of
Anmerican capitalism and adapt their policies to improving and reforming it, to
cleanse it from such objectionable features ns rnonopolies, imperialism and fascism,
Even the reforms advocated by them they do not try to achieve by the independent
political actions of the rasses, but rather by acticn of the good, the progressive
cepitalists encouraged and strengthened by the suprort of the working mpsses,

It is this anti-Morxist conception of capitalism vhich hns led the leadership
of our Party to its persistent practice of putting democracy, that is peoples! rule,
a5 synonymous with American capitalist democracy. As a result it is blind to the
fact that bourgeois democracy no less than fascism is a form of capitalist dictator-
ship, Preference for the one or the other is not a matter of principle with the
capitalists, but one of expediency, As long as lack of working class consciousness
mokes out of the workers themselves politienl props of the capitalist system, bour-
geols democracy suits the burposes and corpletely satisfies the capitalists, But ags
groving class consciousnsss on the rort of the proletariat begins to threaten and
challengze their rule, the capitalists vill and do prefer fascism,

We Communists, therefore, know that we cannot effectively fight fascism vithe
out attacking capitalism itself. OFf course, that does not mean that werefuse to
fight against fascisn together with those anti-fascists vho do not vet understand
that, But it does rean that eéven in our cormnon anti-fascist struggles 1ith those s
non~-Cormunists we never abandon our anti-capitalist premise for that struggle, On !
the contrary, we do everything in our power to make i4 understood and accepted also
by our non-Corrmunist, anti-fascist allies, By doing exactly that have our Bulgar-
ian, Rumanian, Polish and other fellow Corrmnists succeeded in replacing their cap-
italist demoeracies with recples democracies,

Purposes of the Marshall Plan

Keeping in mind that the conditions of 1life of American imperialism demand a
reconguest and a saving of the vorld for copitalism, mhile establishing its own




“TONARD SOOCIALISM - No. 12 <Io-

economic domination over that world, we can divide the purposes of the Mgrshall
Plan into four major aims.

1., American imperialism has desisned the Morshall Plan to help it to get hold
of the available markets of the vorld by exploiting the desperate needs &f the
people in all capitalist countries. As a condition of Marshall Plan aid,American
imperialism places virtual mortgages against the political nnd economic potential-
ities of these countries and thus subjects them to its will., It actually strips
its- "Marshall Plan allies" of their sovereign power.

2, With'the stranglehold thus secured on the Marshall Plan countries and
their peoples,American imperialism forces them, despite their poverty, to spend
tremendous sums for rearmament in furtherance of its ovn war nims.

3., With the stranglehold thus sccured, American imperinlism also forces
thHese countries to carry through a strictly anti-labor policy as an intended "safe-
guard" against what they call possible socinlist experiments., Any resistance of
the people of these countries agoinst these policies is met, again by order from
Washington, with fascist measures of suppression.

4, As a by-product, the Marshall Plan was also meant to slow up, if not en-
tirely to forestall, the economic crisis which the drying up of the war markets and
the need of reorganizing production from war to peace standards was creating.

Let us now examine the actual successes or failures of the Marshall Plan by
considering it$ effect on its different purposes. While doing that,let us remind
ourselves that the "rich uncle act" of the Morshall Plan is also supposed to sell
capitalism to the masses of Furope. Altogether too many of them, for the peace of
mind of our American imperialists, arec shoving a readiness to try socinlism as a
way out of permmnent war and misery produced by capitnlism, The pretended dollar
rain from America is to prove vhat kind of goose is really able to lay golden eggs,

Americans Grab Capitalist Markets

Since Marshall Plan aid has reached France, the priees of all necessities of
life in that country have almost doubled. At the same time,unemployment is very
high and still increasing, The Marshall Plan is directly responsible for this
groving nisery among the French masses, It dictates the conditions of the country's
foreign trade., It prevents it from improving its trade relations with Eastern
Burope. As o result, for example, cheaper Polish coal is taboo, vhile the expensive

- American coal, payable in the all too scarce Armerican dollars, has raised the coal

dollar debt alone of the French republic to six hundred millions of that precious
valuta. Despite this catastrophic pyramiding of debts on coal imports alone,
France, within three and a half years, could import only 75% of the quantities of
coal it used in the pre~war period within one single year. Consequently its steel
industry can work only up to a maxirun of 60% of its capacity.

The American products of Ford, of General Motors Corp., are flooding the
country while the extensive French auto industry of pre-war days is choked to death
for Morshall Plan fostered scarcity of raw raterials,

Other Marshall Plan countries do not fare any better. Belgian industry, for
example, is dependent for its functioning on the import of raw materials, But the
monagement of the Marshall Plan is interested not in shipping raw materials into
that country, but in dumping in it American commodities almost to the limit of the
financial import capacity of the country. DBecause of that the native Belgian ine
dustry is unoble to function. Out of a totnl of 1,800,000 vorkers,rnore than
300,000 are unemployed., And this figure is rising,

In Holland, too, the recovery plan is no aid to recovery. General Clay in
Germony prevented the export of German coal to Holland., TFor want of that ccal the
Dutch industries rust keep their functioning below par, Since German conl used to
be paid for by the products of Dutch truck gordners, these products have now no
mrket and are rotting by the thousands of tons. At the same time, with growing
unemployrent, the prices of the necessities of life have risen and are still going
up in that country.

Italian industries are working only part time. Some are closed down altogether.
American commodities are flooding the market nnd undeorso]l the products of native
industry., At the sanme time,Italy is financially unable to pay for importing the
row meterials required by the nmative industry. Because of that,the unemployed in
Italy number at least two and a half millions, The government which Americon imper-
lalism imposed upon the Italian people carries through a policy of systematic in-
tensification of the misery of the masses.

The ranoeuvers of the American monopoly capitalists with the help of the Mare
shall Plan have already given direct control +to American capital of many important
industrial units in Europe., In France and Italy,General Motors and other mammoth
American corporations have already tnken over control of world-knovn concerns like
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ﬂ%he Fint works in Italy, etc, IHere ve bave a manifestation of efforts vhich are
pesuliar to imperialism, the exvort of capital,

This tendency breeds future voes for t@e American working class, With the
growing of their investments apd+ﬁhe expan81on‘o? their.monopolies into European
countries,the American capitalists Till put out increasing quantities of cormodi-
ties with labor having living and earning standards considerably below those of the
Amepican vorkers., Thus the "comp§t1tlon"_of chenper European labor will be engin-
eered and manipulated by the American capitalists and corporstions against the vork-
ers of America, Ihese workers will be forced either to cgree to a lowering of
their living and earning standards to those of Eurcpean labor, or they will be rnde
idle, unemploved. It is this future, which Phil Murray's '"minister of foreign af-
fairs", James B. Carey, is trying to sell to the Arerican workers by +trying to sell
them on the Marshall Plan,

A different form of the tendency to export capital is ranifested in another
phase of the workings of the Marshall Plan, Congress in Washington has worked out
a list of materials it requires France to deliver in payment for Marshall Plan aid,
From Morocco it wants lead ané zinc, Fron Guiana it wants bauxite, The Armerican
aluminum monopoly has - acguired not only a monopoly to purchase that material but
even the right to prospect for and exploit new bauxite deposits,

In the French colonies where the native people revolt agoinst the unprecedented
exploitation by foreign capital and insist on democratic self-rule, there,vith the
aid of the American government,a colonicl reign of terror is mnintained, In Cochin-
China, in Cameroon, in Mudagascar, the imperialist "allies for the defence of de-
mocracy', France and America, carry through a rerciless war ngainst the native
people,

Saving Capitalism

The Marshall Plan vos supposed to be, primarily, a plan to aid the econonmic
and social recovery of the nations from the destructive effects of the war., Does
it effect that recovery? It does not.

The war, with its colossal destruction of lives, homes and means of production,
has left capitalism helplessly bankrupt. This is not the kind of financial bank~
ruptey vhich loans and gifts could avert, It is bankruptey of a social syster.
That system can no longer feed the pcople. The cost of the services of capitalisn
to the people, cost in lives, in nisery and gxploitation, has grown to such propor-
tions that it is completely out of proportion to their value, As a result, the
people rightfully look for a change, They ore growing ever more unwilling to suf-
fer the painful efforts of "recovery" when this recovery means nothing but the re-
covery of the rule of and exploitation by the very class which has created the
chaos of war and its aftermath in the first place, Increasing masses of people
want their efforts of recovery to benefit themselves,

When we look for the value of the Marshall Plan as an aid to recovery,we rust,
therefore, keep in mind that vhat is meant by recovery is not recovery pure and
simple. There is a choice between two kinds of recovery -- recovery of capitalist
power and exploitation, vith its unemployment and resulting misery, vith its wors
and resulting destruction and death -~ and there is an economic recovery under
peorles democracies through socialism, with the peoples themselves taking control
of their sources of life, security and wealth, a recovery without recurring unem-
ployment and misery, vithout repeated wars and death.

When we consider the Marshall Plan in this light we can clearly see that it
does not work., It cannot succeed in rebuilding capitalism into an acceptable and
reasonably functioning social system, It connot do that even within the limits of
its possible success, because the extra srecial super-profits which American monop-
oly capital will extract as its #eward for recovery o2id vill regate ogain all im~
provements, It can only prevent-real recovery which could be effected by peoples
democracies and a peoples' econony,

Bootstrap Lifting

That the bankiuptey of capitalism, which the Mirshn1l Tlan is to prevent, is
nat just a tempovrary finan—inl eubarrassment . but a basic socinl collapse, can be
clearly recognized viion we contemplate the coptrads vhion 4n capitalist econony it-
self, as revenled Ly the working of the Marshall Flen, he plan, ostensibly, in-
tends to reestablish the economy of the Marshall Plon countries by 19%52~53, ’To de-
termine the actually needed aid in dollars and cents esch country had to work out a
plan and budget for such recovery,

Since the countries have no dollar waluta to make up for any unfavoursblé one
their first efforts are centered on "ecrenting™ a favorable trnde balance, But the;e
efforts lead them into a vicious circle, All the countries involved are impover~
ished. Britain, for example, is forced to reduce its allowable and possible im-
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ports to 80% of its pre-war import figures., To accumulate the needed valuta o
pay even for these reduced immorts, it raised “he sight of its axpacted exports to
150% of pre-war figures. Similar financial- conditions force France to take simi-
lar measures. :

“Now such playing with figuves is an easy job -- on paper. But vill realify
live up to these conveniently Juggled Tigures? It will not -- because it cannot,
Why not? Well, increased BXPOITS O eny counsry necessarily require increased
imports by some others, Now wiere are tae counfries that vill and can absorb the
increased exports of one country or set of counfrics, There are none -- at leagt
not in Burope ~- oxcopt, parhaps, the peonles dumocracies of Eastern Europe. But
Marshall Plan pressure works overtiie o preveni the satellites of America from
trading with Pastern Furope,

Yes, Britain wants 1zss amports and mere sxports. But so does France, so do
the other Mershall Plaa cotntrice. Now pre-war Britain supplied a good morket for
the products of the Frenca lurury indantries. But torced to reduce its imports by
20%, and unwilling to fteke tnot reduction out of essential necessities, Britein
wants to cut its imports of French luxury srbicles more than 20%, So what happens
to the expected increase of French expurte? The increase turns into a decrcass
and upsets the Marshallian apple cart.

Business is Business

But perhaps rich America vill be —illing and readv to absorb these extra
export goods from the Marshall Plan countries and {thus supply them with the des-
perately needed dollar valuta? Will America do that? Most decidedly, it vwill not,
Marshall Plan magnanimity isa very attractive facnde; but behid thot facade Ameri-
can capitalism does business as usual, business for profits only, loads of profits,
If exports can be increassd, America vill increase them itself., In fact, even its
Marshall Plan aid is sent in the form of goods; goods Amorican capital wviants to
sell, not necessarily goods the Marshall Plan countries need for their economic
TeCovery. '
~ Thus, for erample, the Marshall Plan exports American-mnde spaghetti and
macaroni to Italy, the classical country of spaghetti and macaroni manufacture,
It is exporting large quantities of American-grovn tobacco 4o France, though
France is itself a %obucco producing and exporting conntry, es, it is even-export-
ing American manufactured pal-de-mer medicincs 4o European peoples vho nevsr did
and never expect to underteke occan voysgos.

An Austrian deputy recently complained bitterly that the Marshall Plan assign-
ments to that poverty-stricken country compriss large quantitiss of American nit-
rate for fertilizér, vhile the native nitrate industry must close dovn because it
cannet market its products, He protests further that instead of needed machinery
to put the native industry back on its feet, the Mrrshall Plan dumps tons and tons
of mechanical pencils upon people who Go rot need them, and, if they reeded themn,
are too poor to buy them,

One recalls that the Marshall Planners insist that their "aid" aims at the
economic recovery of thc countries it sorvices and at proving the superiprity of
capitalism over socialism. S0 .one eannot overlook the question of ~hether these
particular shipments represent good polities, But the very principles of capital-
ism answer back -~ "what good are good polities if they nre not also good and DI0O=
fitable business?" Getting rid of thess goods is good business; trerefore, auto-
matically it must also be good politins, '

Bot Less So Capitalism Can Live,

Another revealing examnle of the "services" rendered to the peovles of the
various countries by the Marshall Flan ean be found in the instructions issued by
the directors of the Plan to Swedon, Thess lostructions contain three important
musts. One, the Lliving standard of the reonle of Sweden must be lowerad, Tro, the
Swedlsh valuta rust be dovalued, Three, the Sredish forests must be exploited more
effectively,

a 1 stapndards of the Swedish people mean
that their capibelists will now vewve ini pretoutious homes, will ecat leas -ex-
Densive Toads and wear more wimpol thing. Tt ronns nothing of the sort, It
gimply means that wages vill bo veduced so that thoge already burdened vith low
Aiving standerds will be forczd o ndopt still lover ones,

-

ek

Does the required lowerineg of tho
iteli

e elod

The. devaluation of ‘the kronmer is suToly not dssigned 0 supply more venlth
to-the Swedish pecple; insteal 4t is into- lgd to supply more profits to the Amerpie

can exporters at . the expense of the Swedish pacnles,

The third directive is to make up throush increased gxports for the losses
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gustained by the devalussion of the kroner, At the same time it is to depress the
prices of imported Swedish moodvorks and lumter still further, agnin for the bene=-

Pit of the American imporiers,

indeed, Recovery of fztter »rofits for the American capitalists at
Recovery, 1 . -, . .
' %he price of greater impoverization of the "recovering" countries,

It is quite obvious that she result ol such "aid" will eventually be that the
economic life of the Marshall 2lan coun’ries vill reach a shaky measure of relative
stabilization. But in the process thess countries will turn into semi-coloninl
appendices of American imperialism; whatever resistance they vill offer to this
process will add sharpening struggles between the imperialist rivals o the sharp-
ening class struggles between exploiters nnd exploited, Eventually, even the At-
lantic Pact will not be able o keep its signatories off edach other's throats,

Therefore, instead of strengthening capitalism economically and ideological-
ly against socialism, the Marshall Plan, actually and in the long run, will further

weaken and undermine i%.

Now let us proceed to a consideration of another major objective of the Mor-
shall Plan,

Marshall Plan Prepares for War

American imperialism, despite the smooth and sveet name it has selected for
its plan, is fully awars of its real charancter, That is vwhy ~1l of its economic
measures, undertaken vith the pretense of helping the people, are accompanied by
political measures designed to suppress nnd defeat them. One of these measures, and
the most important one, is the pressure upon all Marshall Plan countries for rearn-
ament, This rearmament is not alone a preparetion for a new world wr, for a war
against the peoples democracies of the vorld; it is Airected ot the some time
against the aspirations of the peoples in the Marshall Plan countries thenselves,
against their endeavors to achieve benrable conditions of life, agninst their grov-
ing desire to throw off the yoke of capitalist exploitation, oppression and wvars,
The use by the French Marshall Plan goverument of the army against the French coal
miners is an example of that,

The present budget of Brituin assigns to so-called national defense purposes‘/
eight times as much as had been assigned during the years 1938 and 1939 vhen Nozi
attacks were in preparntion against that country. - ‘

France, which during the past ysar benefitted by the Marshall Plan to the tune
of 280 billion of francs, is forced by the same Marshall Plan to spend 350 billion
of francs for war preparations. And this sum represents only the admitted armmment
expenditures, In the Charber of Deputies,it was charged that another 150 billions
of francs for military expenditures vere hidden under other headings of the pro=-
posed budgetary expenditures, Said the New York FHerald Tribune on January 8th: "It
is interesting to note that fully one-fourth of the expected expenditures of the
French budeet are assigned to national defense, This amount represents a heavy
burden for French economy, Yet," so the Herald Tribune concludes, "even these ex-
penditures must be considered insufficient," '

Here we run into one of the many contradictions of capitalism. It takes delib-
erate, and what it considers effective, measures to make the pzople accept it to
keep it zoing, But the results of these efforts promise to be the kind achieved by
King Frederick William I of Prussia; whenever this king, on the streets of Berlin,
got within the reach of a luckless citizen, he would belabor that citizen's back and.
head with his cane and cry out, "I will make you love me yet!" Needless to say,
Frederick William I of Prussia died even more unbeloved by "his" subjects than he
had lived,

American Imperialism as "King Maker"

The use of the Marshall Plan as s means of pressure on the internal politics of
the Marshall Plan countries is imperialism 'sans phrase’, While formally pretend~
ing the maintenance of their sovereign power, these countries have even the composi-
tion of their governments imposed upcn them., In France, for example, one of the
pre-conditions for Marshall Plan aid was the removal of the strongest politioal
party in the land, the Communists, as participant in ths gobvernment, In Italy, in
Greece, in China, the American dollar is trying to dictate, and in the latter counw
tries American soldiers are trying to force upon the people, semi-fascist nnd fascist
governments, The Social Demoerats cnll thess Morshall Plan-made governments a
"Third force®, However, that name reprezsnts nothing hut a threndbare rag vith
which they tryzto cover the stark nakedr sz of their betrayal of the people,

In France,the Marshall Planners, =hilc having spavned the present so-called
1ird force'® government, are obviously vorking for the institution of a native

Uth
ascist dictatorship under DeGaulle,

i:a
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In Western Germany,the American imperialists demonstrate their true objective
by a systematic reintegration of the Nazis into the machinery of government,

. In Greece,our American masters make the military pergonnel apd units of the
United Statos Army, who have no business being'in Greece in the first place, play
the contemptible role of Hessians., As such they help murder the Greek people bef.
cause these people fight their fascist oppressors, The Marshall Planners on their.
part prefer the rule of the”royal fascists in Greece to a rule of the counﬁry by
the Greek people. The Marshall Planners and €heir military forces would Iike
tciplay‘afsimilar.role in Ghina.
ot . , o ‘ _ -
~Thé American imperialists foster clerical reaction in Italy, nlthough the

stench of such a pest reactionary rule is still bothering the political nostril of
- the Italian people today, some 90 years after they overthrew it. Even the Eneyclo-
- paedia Britannica, surely above suspicion of radicalism, in describing Popish secu-

lar rule, has to report that "Leo XII proved o feroicious reactionary under ~honm
barbarous laws were enncted and tortures frequently opplied". That a clerical rule
today could be just as feroiciously reactionnry as it wos under Ieo XII and Gre-
gory XVI is conclusively proven by the "extreme plensure" and "deep satisfaction®
which strike-breaking afforded our ovn New York Archbishop, Cdrdinnl Spellmon,

In all this "king making™ the Marshall Plan so far vas successful. But
eventually its successes vill defeat its aims, The successes vill eventually dis-
solve for the people the sweet phrases about "democracy" nnd peoples! "rights" into

. - their stark reality of American imperialist dictatorship and exploitation. Event-
. cuwally, this will ‘open the eyes of even the blindest:of its now villing slaves,
and help destroy their confidence in capitalisrm, . :

:, We Cormrmnists Must Speak Up

" ‘For us here at hbﬁe, these irmperialist maneuvers of our Marshall Planners all
.over the world also present a most serious task, The actions of strangulating the
.rights of the peoples for the sake of richer profit chances are designed to make
them easier, that is, more helpless victims. The sugary phrases about these ac-
tions are designed mostly for home consumption. They are intended to rake the
Arerican rasses sit by inactively, except for applauding the maneuvers of their
masters as selfless sararitans to starving peoples somevhere in the vorld, If wve
Cormunists do not try to defeat them in these efforts,ve make ourselves accessor=
les to the crimes of the American imperinlists against these peorles; in addition,

-we help our masters slip the noose of fascism and slavery, which' they force on the
necks of these peoples, also around our ovn necks, oaround the necks of the American
_people,: g ' ) . : '

) It is hére,in.place to point. o a corrolary of the Marshnll Plan campaign of
the ruling class of our country, their all out offensive ngainst Corrmnism and

~against our Comrmnist Party,

A Capitalist Offensive Against Socialisn

For quite some period nov our ruling class has carried on an hysterical of=-
fensive against our Comrunigit Party, against its principles and ains, and against
its mermbers, The mjor cause and purposes of this offensive are obvious. At this

time every measure of .our imperialist governnent, whether applied to the people at
'home‘gg.gg the foreign relations of our country, is designed 1o serve the' para-
‘mount plans of preparing for and provoking an imperialist war against all anti-ir-
© Perialist forces at home and abroad, and Lo complete the subjugation of all of the
_nations of‘the world to their imperialist cxploitation., The offensive oOf our rul=-
ing class against Communism, the Comrminists and their Party, therefore, purposes to
aid the Marshall Plan achieve its aims, Their offensive against socialism is
designed: K ‘

First, to create among the Armerican people an increasingly favorable mtmos-
phere for ever more outrageous provoecations agninst the spenrhead of the world
anti-imperinlist forces, the Soviet Union; : :

Second, to duli the senses of the American people to the rapidly intensifying
fascisation at home by means of incessantly repeating the hysteric cry of "stop
“thief"; ‘ S ' ]
Third. to weaken and, if possible, to destroy the Corrmnist Party, the only
possible oOrganizer and leader of a peoples' opposition to their imperialist polic-
ies and efforts; B )

v qurth, to conceal Trom the people, as ruch as this is possible and at their
expense, their rapidly deteriorating economy;

Fifth, to discredit in the minds of the Amorican masses Cormmunism and its
Principles, thereby lessening or eliminatirg the danger that these rmsses eventually
turn from ever increasing capitalist enslovenent, exploitation and wars, to the
beckoning freedom, security and beace of a socialist people's econmrny,
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Unfortunately, the roots of our Communist Party in the American masses are
neither deep nor strong enough to enable it to initiate and lead an effective and
all=out political counter-offensive; fortunately, however, our Party is strong
enough {and the position of Arerican capitalism and'its econonmy are weak enough)
to promise success to an agitational counter-offensive,

¢

By means of such an agitational counter-offensive,our Party could strengthen
and deepen Marxist~Leninist understanding: and convietions among its members,

By means of such an apitational counteréoffensive,our Party could recruit in-
ereasingly greater masses against the imperialist war danger,

By means of such an agitational counter-offensive, our Party could set mnagses,
and ever incrsasing masses, into motion and thus build up the only force that can
end the war danger and give strength to the aims and demands of a politically con-
scious working class,

By means of such an agitational counter-offensive,our Party could bolshevize
itself and develop the subjective forces required for a challenge by the American
working class of the political rule by the capitalists of our country, its economy
and its people,

Our Ameriecan Cormunist Party cannot defend its foilure to carry through such
an agitational offensive before the international revolutionary movemcnt, It is
about time that it again reminds itself of the advice of Karl Marx, given in his
. .- famous Jetter of November 23, 1871, to Bolte in New York: "Where the vorking class
is not yet sufficiently advanced in its organization," says Mavx, "for undertaking
\

a decisive campajen against the political power of the ruling classes, it must under
a1l circumstanceéjié_ﬁrained Tor this by incessant agitation against the hostile
political attitude of the ruling class agedinst us. If we fail in this, it (the
working class) remains a plaything in the latter's hands,"

Because of its refusal to accept its revolutionary responsibility in the coun-
try of leadership of international counter revolution, the American people do not
hear the people's side of the Marshall Plan story. They only hear the noises, and
nothing but them, over the radio, out of the coluwmns of their newspaners, out of
the pnges of their magazines, in movies, from the pulpits and from the lecturer's
dais in the college class rooms, They only hear the ever droning din of propaganda
and of misinformation against the peoples’® efforts for freedom and security: they
hear the never-ending assurances of sveet intentions and godly deeds on the part
of our ruling class; they only hear the propaganda about their god-given mission
to save the world, They nre not permitied Ho hear the groans of the victims of
these imperialist.efforts t0 coin. - ever more profits out of ever increased misery
of ever rore peoples., If we Comrmnists do not open the voy to the ears of the
Americon masses for these sounds of pain and agony, of protest and of accusation,
we stand convicted as accessories “to their tortures, and, in addition, will be
doomed to join them and share their full reasure of nisery,

Here we again meet in real life the identity of imperialism and capitalism,
The columns of the newspapers prove it, The redio shouts it hour after hour
through the stmosphere; the church expresses it in its prayers and preachings; the
colleges prove it by their imperinlist teachings; above all, our American govern-
ment demonstrates it in all of its measures and actions,

_ To fight the efforts of imperialism ve rust attack capitnlism, To defent in~
_DPerialism we must destroy capitalism, Z@iabcomplish this gigantic toeck we rust
first unite all of ifs vietims, mnke them conscious 0F the true charac%éifkﬁ;jﬁg
beast, teach them.uniﬁggg;l'zg'ggyg_gj_ggi organize them so thet unitedly tley can
fight and destroy'gi,unitedly_gi home, unitedly with all the other peoples of the

world,

The Marshall Plan and Fconomic Crisis in the U.S.A

We have left for considerntion the progress tovard one moré*objectivevéf'the
Morshall Plan: The sloving up or stopping of the economic crisls at home, It
could, of course, never function as n stopper, Nothing can vork as a stopper of
crises under capitalism, Capitalist econoryy cannot slip out of its ovn skin, Pep-
petual prosperity dangles before the eyes of capitaliem like rerpetual motion, The
principles for both have lonz been known; but the practice for both is proven unat-
tainable,

In their efforts of prolonging, and if possible rerpetuating, brosperity at the
close of the last World Wiar, our capitalist masters hove mixed into the Marshall
Plan some of these principles, They have added to the organized and prepaid dump-

ing of American produced cormodities, by rmeans of the Marshall Flan aid, preparo-
tions for a new war,

Considering the- comparatively small percentage of the total output of Amerienn
production which goes into the stock pile of the Marshall Plan,ve are justified in
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saying that without the continuation of armements production the Marshall Plan could

"hardly act oven as an effective makeshift brake to the onrushing crisis., Even so

it accomplishes litﬁle.

During the wer,market restrictions demanded the stretching of the time of use
of 0l1d implements of home and life, As a result, a considerable mnrket was created
for the end of the war, Inability to buy many things during the war also helped to
aceumilate at least part of the funds necessary for that eventually needed buying.
Because of ‘that,the immedinte so-cnlled post tor business prospect did not look
bad, Of course this favorable market could not stretch beyond the distance of the
money reserves of the people, Therefore,the end of the hoped for post-rar pros-
perity remnined in sight. The Marshall Plon, together —ith nev armnment expendit-
ures and conseouently extra curricular production, were to help push that end fur-
ther away or, of possible, push it out of sight altogether,

Actually little was accomplished in that respect, What the added market of the
Marshall Plan and of new war productions might have accomplished was negated ogain
by the ferocious profit appetites of our rulers, Through inflationary price manipu-
lations,they exhausted the available money reserves of the people with extra speed,
So, with the money they had waved, the workers' housewives could only buy one, or at
the very most two, utensils for the three or four that were vorn out during the war
period,. - The added market of new armaments and of the Marshall Plan helped our cap=
italists to put over that steal. Thus the market of new armaments and of the.
Marshall Plan aid, instead of becoming a force to shove the end of Progperity be-
vond sight, in a manner of speaking, became ropes vhich tied them down and kept
them well within sight, So today the crisis is turning the corner and is already

--reaching out to snatch the jobs, and with the jobs. the soup pots, from under the

noses of the masses of the people,

Flusive Prosperity

As stated before, the principles of perpetual prosrerity, as of perpetual
motion, are knowvn, As for perpetual prosperity under capitalism, these principles
can be put into one word: War. While a war is in progress "prosperity" is vith us,
War produces the most ideal market for capitalist economy. War production is pro-
duction for destruction; not rerely for destruction in general, but in addition
for the particular destruction of the very products of var production. The nmore is
produced the more is needed, Therefore, under capitelism, in war and in war alone,
the demand rises with the supply. The poverty of the rmsses is no barrier to pro=-
fits for the capitalist masters out of war production, Mortgages placed on present
and future generations of the nation supply a collateral.which the war profiteers
can and do turn into immediate legal tender, '

There is only one little difficulty in this admirable set up. With the prin-
ciple of perpetual motion,the difficulty is friction; with the prineciple of perpet-
val prosperity under capitalism,it is human life, Where should the future genera-
tions come from when the present generations are killed off? Who should honor the
I0Us drawn on them when there are no future generations? Who is going to do the
work and of whom could be made profit.vhen the workers are killed off? Who is to
do the soldiering in the next war vhen sll the possible cannon fodder is being dee
voured by the present?

Despite these decided drawbacks of war as a source of its permanent prosperity
(prqspe:ity at least while the war lasts) capitalism is dravn to it again and again,
as moths are irresistibly drawn to the light. Thus, aside from their use for
knocking out imperialist rivals, wars look desirable to capitalists even as an end
in themselves, War mongering, so to speak, becomes a method of druming up new
bg31n§ss. 'So, Marshall Plan and war preparations, combined, supply them not only
with immediate sources of satisfactory profits, but their promise for newer and
greaper wars offers the capitalists definitely happy expectations of evén greater
profits, 'To be sure, these profits must be paid for with the labor and blood of the
present ahd of future generations., But what of it? People, their lives and their
hépplnes§,me§n hothing to the imperialists, To them, the people are only ob{ects
of 65P101tat10n. If they cannot be exploited,then they nre of no earthly use and
may just as well be killed off, On the other hand, if their destruction is profit-
able, wgll then.they die for a good cause, for profits and ever more profits. TFor
?he gake of a little more profit for the quarry owners and the contractors,the cap-
italists will even permit the people, and at the peoples! expense, to erec% monu~-

- ments to the poor victims,

Qf course, there actually is a road to- i
i a £ perpetual prosperity. But capitolism
cannot travel that road, Only the masses can travel it. This road leads over the

dead body of capitalism into Socialism, Sociali tali
. ; . cialism and Socialism nlo; i
the masses eventual perpetual prosperity, . aione embodiss for

Conclusions

Some of the people are impressed by the seeming magnanimity'éf American imper-
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ialisﬂ¢ They believe in the propaganda of its orn selflessness, Some are enthused
about the professed devotion of our imperinlists to the peoples' rights, They be-
lieve in the words of love about the lamb, uttered by the volf ~hile he devours
that lamb, Soms nre overvhelmed by the apparant riehness nnd power of American
imperialism, They stick t0 the surface and allow nppenrances to deceive ther,

of the Commnists to undeceive all of these categories.

—

is the duty

b
EAT LR 1

American imperialism 1loudly protests (with some support from unexpected quart-
ers) agdinst the Marxian conclusion that capitalism can no longer serve the people,
that its system has become unbearably oppressive and is bankrupt, Our capitalists.
denounce as treason any peoples' endeavers to effect a revolutionary change and re=
construct their social r~nd economic relationships on a new, on a socialist basis;
nct treason to anything in particular, but treason pure and simple,

"Look at'me,"»American ‘cupivalism shouts, "am.Ianqt rich? Am I not strong?
Yes, I admit," so it says, "that the capitelists in some spots in the vorld are in
difficulties, " But that is not a social ailment. Why ~- copitalism itself is
society, incarnate. There can be no other society, Outside of capitalism there’
can be ‘only chaos," ‘ o :

'"Nd, decidedly not," ‘our capitalists assure us, "the spots of capitalist

bankruptey here nnd there are not social, they are only financial nroblems. And

we,. the solVént,,the rich, the powerful_Americgn‘cdpitalists, re declare ourselves
ablé end villing to mend-these bankrupt spots =- for a consideration, of course,
And vhat we ask of the peopleS'of the vorld for our service is renlly not for us --
it is for the peoples' ovn good =~ for saving -- not capitalism, but the people and
their society. And it is so. Iittle to ask for such a trermendcus service as we are
eager to render, All wo ack is that you; the. people, ves all the vpeoples .of the
whele vorld, work ever and éver a little herder.and a little faster <- (that is if
you can rind jobs), and’ that ever ané ever you eat a little less (that is if you
con find anything to eat at all), so that we, thc capitalists, can rake ever and
ever a little more .and ever more profits," - .o ‘

What is our Corrwnist answer to this capitalist planning? Our answer rust be
incessant efforts to show up every claim of our pasters as the .lié and decepiion
it 1s, Thus we must sducate .and organize the working rasses for the defeat and
abolishment of capitalism, o ' ' SR -

However, before we .can do that, we must ourselves stop being overawed by the
wealth and power of our American capitalist masters, This great strength of our
class enemy merely reflects our own extrere political wenknesses, the venknesses
of the American working class. In the degree in vhich we American Corrunists help
t0 overcome these political weaknesses, in that degree +ill the strength of Amer-
ican capitalism ebb away, ' ‘ - T

- Meanwhile we American Comrunists must keep before our eves Lenin’s teaching
that the capitalist chain is not as strong as its strongest, but rather is as weak
as its weakest link, (American capitalism, in its historic aspects, is no stronger

~than world capitalism, It cannot be tcken out of its connection with the rest of
‘the capitalist vorld and judged only by itself, It cannot live without that cone
nection, It may be the still corpnratively healthy and red cheeked pnrt of a Tot-
ting apple; but it is not the healthy pertion of the apple rhich eventually con-
quers the rotting, but it is the rottenness vhich inevitably destroys.the remain-
ing health, " ‘ I - . A

. Yes, imperialism is the eve of the proletarian rovolution. Since the time
Lenin wrote that, the eve of the 0ld has advanced Lovard the dawvn of a new doy.
This new day is still a day.of struggle, to be sure; it is still a day of hard
work and necessary sacrifices -~ but it is a day representing on its part the eve
of victory -- vigtory for Socialisn in the world. B ' T

The question we rmust cohistantly ask and answer for ourselves in action is,
What are ve American Cormunists going to contribute to that victory?

‘ *5 kK Rk ok

, - MATERTAL, USKFUL FOR BUITDING T TRACE MOVEMENT ..
The New Times, No. 19;‘of*May_4th521949, contains a 55 page Supplement cdntain-
ing Meterizls from the World Congress for Peace held in Paris and Prague, April
20-25, 1949, These'liatericls contain the entire téxts or brief summaries of meny
important speeches, the lMenifesto of the Congress, its Resolution on the Organ-
ization and Activities of the Committec of the World Congress for Peace, etc,
This Supplement should be carefully studied and widely circulated all over our
country. One spesker after another at that Congress warned that the honor of
America’is at stake. To keep our country from following the shameful path of Nazi
Germany, it is necessary that every pecace-loving American citizen be aroused.
The proceedings of the Paris Peace Congress can be effectively utilized to this
end. .
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HOW THE PROSECUTING ATTORNEY IN THE FOLEY SQUARE INQUISTION
AGAINST THE AMERICAN BILL OF RIGHTS TRIES TO HIDE AND DiSTORT
THE PRINCIPLES OF MARXISM

A gross caricature of Marxism ras been presented by the prosecution and its
stool-pigeons in the present Foley Square Inquisition directed against the
traditional Constitutional rights of the Airerican people. Of course it was
from the beginning a foregone conclusion that a prosecuting Attorney would
present a caricature of Marxism, However, it is instructive to analyze how
such distortions by prosecutors are concocted. '

The worst type of distortion, as is well known, is to jerk certain propositions
out of context from a reasoned argument based on factual proof and to present
them in disconnected and fragmentary form without the proof,; the qualifications,
and the explanations which meke them valid and intelligible, Such a procedure
always hides the basic content of any theory so mutilated. Such an un-
scientific procedure has always been the method of prosecuting attorneys and
the police’in their efforts to distort Marxism and every other democratic

philosophy, thecry, or program,

For one thing, the prosccution and its "witnesses", who brazenly testified
that for years they have been liars, hide the Marxist proof of the fact that ’
bourgeois-democracy, such as our own "democracy", is not democracy-in-general,
but is in actual fact a dictatorship of the bourgeoisie. They hide the fact
that Communists are the best defenders of those democratic rights which were
originally incorporated into the present Constitution of the U.S. While the
prosecution and its stool-pigeons themselves’flagrantly violate the democratic
rights incorporated in the U.S. Constitution, they try to make it appear that
bourgeois-~democracy is the only possible form of democracy, and try to create
the false impression that Communists are opposed to democracy on principlet
They hide the fact that Marxism proves that every state is the dictatorship

of some class. Not only do they hide the Marxist proof that the best capitalist
democracy is in fact a brutal rule by a handful of exploiters over the immense
majority of toiling peonle, but they also try to hide the fact that the
dictatorship of the proletariat is the democratic rule by the immense majority
of the people over a handful of exploiters., Moreover, by loudly accusing
Communists of advocating violence, they try to hide the fact that it is the
capitalists who are disturbing the whole world with their frenzied drive
toward a war of monstrous dimensions,who try to bully the whole world with
threats of using their hideous atomic bomb, an offensive weapon aimed at
civilian populetions, while it is Communists all over the world who are most
active in work for peace. They hide the fact that the Soviet Union was bora
out of the struggle for peace and that from the hour of its birth it has
striven continuously for peace, while capitalists have not refrained from any
crime in their effort to foment wars aimed at destroying the Soviet Union and
conquering the world. '

In fact, the prosecution attempts to hide the whole of Marxism., Marxism does -
not consist of mere shouting, "I believe in the dictatorship of the proletariat,
I do, T do". Marxism is a scientific demonstration that the dictatorship of

the proletariat is necessary,and the starting point of Marxism is the

merciless exposure of the hideous ezploitation OFf the Masses by capitalism,

A most instructive example of falsification by the prosecution is afforded by
its gross distortion of Stalinfts famous History of the (0.P.S.U.

By the time~worn devices of false and equivocal indirect quotations and by

some direct guotations presented out of context from a scientific and historiecdal
work of major world importance, the prosecution seeks to make it appear that
Communists are evil comspirators who love violence as such and who seek to
overthrow a democratic government by an insurrection on the part of a minority
cliquel The falsifications of the prosecution can be easily éxposed by
circulating Stalin's great book, The History of the C.P.S.Us, in serial form
and in cheap editions all over the U.S.

The world famous History of the C.P.S5.U., prepared by an editorial Commission
of the C.P.S.U., of which Stalin was a member, and written for the most part by
Stalin, reveals graphically how the workers angd peasants ¢f Tzarist Russia were
literally goaded into revolt by the most savage despotism, which denied the
people even the pretense of even the nmost elementary rights. That this was so
is known by almost everyone. That revolutions are alvays caused by the in-
tolerable oppression of the masses by their exploiTérs &nd never by mere
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‘"adVOcacy" {the notion of philosophical idealists) is a cardinal prineiple
- of Marxism, demonstrated by all past history, and proven theoretically by
the brilliant pages in Stalin®s History which expound the philosbphy of
dialectical materialism, ,

The History of the C.P.S.U. reveals that after the overthrow of Tzarist
despotism in February, 1917, a Provisional Government was appointed by the
former puma., That Duma consisted only of landlords and capitalists elected
before the war by the propertied Classes, The Provisional Government was
not appointed by a newly elected Congress of the people of Russia and of
the other nations that had been oppressed by Tzarist autocracy. The
Provisional Government, of which Kerensky became the head in May, 1917, was
never elected by anyohe. It refused to carry out the will of the people as

. volced by innumerable, elected, representative bodies of workers and
‘peasants. It openly flouted the will of the Russian people. It postpoped -

* in the face of continuous demands - the convening of any represéntative body
“to establish a representative government'of the people, Finally, it fired
upon & peaceful demonstration of workers, outlawed the Party of the working
class, and tried to suppress its press,

The Bolshevik Party opposed all pseudo-"leftist" proposals that any small
minority should undertake to overthrow the Provisional Government, even _
though that government was non-representative and had been appointed by the
Tzarist landlord-capitalist Duma. It went to the masses with its program
for establishing an elscted, representative govermment of workers and

peasants, a Soviet Government, and sought the approval of the masses in an
election. The Bolsheviks formed an.electoral coalition with other parties

- after July, 1917, on the platform "All power to the Soviets", The masses

- 'voted on the Bolshevik program’in the elections to the Soviets during the
months of August and September, 1917, The BoLShevik coalition received a
decisive majority of the votes in these elections. The masses in thése
elections voted for Soviet  power, The overthrow 6f thé widely hated,
appointed Provisional Government in October 1917, was, therefore, carried
out by the masses, under the leadership of the Bolshevik Party, only after
that Party had’ received a’'mandate from the workers and peasants. The Soviet
Government was, therefore, the first elected, representative government that
the people of Russia ever had in their long history, Moreover, it was the
first truly representative govermment t{hat the working people of any country
evér had, since it was a governmeht of WoTkers &ng peasants. The defeated
minority of capitalists and landlords and their agents refused to yield to
the will of the workers and peasants as expressed in the elections to the
Soviets, rebelled against the government ¢hosen by the'masses of Russia, thus
plunged their country into Qivil War, and, as traitors, assisted foreign
powers to invade their country in their efforts to destroy the government
chosen by the toiling people.

All these facts may be learned from Stalinfts great book, one of the world-
historical scientific masterpiéces of our epoch. These facts should be

widely known, They completely expose the prosecution in the present
Inquisition against the Constitution of the U.Ss as having absolutely no
concern whatsoever for the actual contents of a book about which it shouts

in the effort to malign a philosophy and a political movement which have been
legal in the U.S. for 100 years and which are widely revered with increasing
ferver all over the world as the inevitable outgrowth of the whole past
history of mankind,

ANOTHER PROOF OF THE NEED TO STUDY THE
HISTORY OF THE C.P.S,U. IN THE U.S.

In our liay 1st bulletin, we warned that comrades should ™ot allow the version
of Marxism presented by government stoolpigeons and also by pseudo-~-tleftistst
to hide the well-known Ieninist principle that other than the pathway of
democracy there is no pathway to socialism", As if to prove the warning that
pseudo-"leftists", whatever their intentions, do often rresent the same
caricature of Marxism as that of prosecuting attorneys and their "witnessés",
a bulletin, pretending to be Marxist and anti-opportunist, has since that
time brazenly referred to "Marxism presented correctly by MoGohey"! (Turning
Point, May, 1949, p.ll). On the same rage, this bulletin blandly declared
"This Yversion of Marxism? (McGoheyis - eds.) does not Yhidet any twell-known
Leninist principle! "§ In reference to an assertion of the well-known fact
that the advocacy of socialism is not a crime according to the U.S.
Constitution and that, according to the Constitution, it is not a erime for
the working class majority in the U.,S. actually to change totally the present
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form of government, this bulletin asserted on the same pége3 "Of course itts a
crime™} This same bulletin, by distorted accounts and omissions from .

quoted passages, also accused our bulletin of declaring Phat.capitalists will
peacefully allow the establishment of socialism by Constitutional amendment, where-
as our main point in the remarks attacked and not quoted fullywas that "The trial
of men for exercising their Comstitutional right to advocate that the people ex-
cercise their Comstitutional right to change the Constitution p:oves’the Marxist
lesson that capitalists employ violence to prevent entirely legal and peaceful .
democratic changes" ("Toward Socialism", Issue 11, May lst, 1949), Our ar?icle it-
self is a sufficient reply to the misrepresentation just noted, It is obv%ous that
the general liquidation of Marxist education in our country{hasAresulted‘ln the

appearance of many strange versions of "Marxism",

We urge comrades to read, study and circulate the History of the C.P.S¢U, itself
and to study along with this history the brilliant works of Lenin and Stalin, the
~ historical appearance of which and the role of which in the C.P.S.U. and worl
Communist movements are so vividly presented in that great masterpiece. -

. COMMUNIST MORALITY (PART IIT1)

found in the Communist program and in the rules for Party membership. We emphasized
that Communist morality differs from all previous forms of morality in that it is
based on the scientific analysis of actually existing soecial conditions. The un-
ifying link between Communist theory and practice (i.e0 morality) we declared to

be the recognition of necessity: We noted that Lenin summarized the essence of
Commurist morality by declaring, "iorality serves the burpose of helping human
gociety to rise to a higher level and to abolish the exploitation of labor",-
Selected Works, Vol IX, D. 478 - ‘ S '

4. The Unity of Communist Morality (Communist Practice) with the Viewpoiﬁt of
Dialectical Materialism {Communist Theory) . ST

(In-séétion 3, we made the point that the substance of Communist morality is to be

Aristotle declared in antiquity that the ends which men seek they call good and
likewise the means required for the achievement of %hose ends. Obviously men seek
and have sought many different and conflicting ends, and thus their conceptions of
good and bad differ and have differed eno;mOusly. The central question of ethical
theory, therefore, is the question of the ends to be sought. A purely abstract
formula such as "The end justifies the means i (2 formula of the Catholiec Jesuits)
is utterly barren and meaningless. The guestion is "What end?" How does one de-
termine what gg_a good end, or can this gquestion be answered?

Every religion has maintained that the end of man lies outside of human life, viz,
in the supernatural, and is to be discovered in the will of Cod or the gods,
According to religion, men, dependent entirely upon the supernatural, can fing
whatever happiness is possible not in themselves or through their own unaided
efforts, but solely by doing the will of heaven, by placing themselves completely
in dependence upon supernatural powers, Religions thus present their moral eodes
as emanating from outside human life, Since the moral code of every exploiting
class has been contrary to the interests of the overwhelming majority of the
pecple, i.e. of the toiling populations, the ruling classes have found it advant-
ageous to utilize the superstitions of the people (the necessary result of ig-
norance and oppression) by presenting their own moral codes, which exhort the
people to submit humbly to exploitation, as if they emanated from a divine govern-
ment of the universe. o :

Materialists of course recognize that supernatural powérs are mere figments of the
humen mind, fantastiec reflections, as Marx called them; in the mind of man of the
actual conditions of society, Materialists, therefore, reject all morality Pre=-
sented as emanating from heaven and reject all ethics directed toward a goal lying
outside’human life, i.e. toward & non-existent life beyond the grave, For mater-
ialists, the end of man is rman, i.e, the actual life of man on earth, in other
words, human happiness; and materialists regard happiness as the fullest reali-
zation by man of his human potertialities, For this Teason, materialists have often
been called humenists, i,e, philosophers looking to human welfare rather than to
the glory of a non-existent God. This was the ethical theory of the Lokayata (this-
world-ism) school of ancient Irdia (sixth century B.C.) and of the materialism of
Democritus and Epicurus in ancient Greece. It was also the view of Marx, whose
favorite motto was, "Nihil humanum alienum a me putot ("Nothing human do I con~
sider foreign to myself ),

The materialist ethic has of course been caricatured by its religious opponents from
the time of the early opposition of the Brahmans of India and of the Platonists and
other religious spokesman of ancient Greece, All of these opponents alike have tried
to reduce the materialist ethic to ths crudest hedonisu, the theory that pleasant
sensations are the only goods worth seeking and the only happiness, The limited ang
selfish view of hedonism, enunciated by none of the great materialists, found’its
correction in antiquity by the equally one-sided view of cynicism. The eynies,
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sesk cnly personal pleasure and who &re absolutely unwilling to bear pain, main-
tained, therefore, the opposite view, that virtue consists in ability to forego

pleasure and endure pain.

The materialism of Democritus and Epleurus as awell ~worked outb philosqphy'never
fell into either of these one-sided views, but maintained that happiness must in- .
‘clude both some pleasures and also ability and readiness to endiire pain. In pointe-
ing to human happiness as the only rational end of life, the materialists empha-
sized that happiness as a continuous svate, which certainly does not exclude all

~ pleasure but which also necessarily must include.considerable pain, is not to be

confused with pleasures alone, which are fleeting and may be . experienced by the
unheppy. Emphasizing that happiness is the fullest realization by man of all of
his human capacities, the great materialists of antiquity stressed the' importance -
of mind as a distinctivéely human characteristic, thus emphasizing that, while the
basic necessities of life are material preconditions for happiness, there can be
no real heppiness withou® the fullest development of the mirnd. Hence, they pre-
sented the pursuit of philosophy as the highest and only absolute fqrm of happinesg

It was a weakness of ancient materialism that, emanating from men not involved in
polities and whose theories were frowned pn and persecuted by the state, it had
1little to. say -concerning politics or society in general. Recognizing that the over-
whelming majority of men had no opportunity to develop the mind, ancient materia~
lism, thoroughly humanitarian in its outlook, was deeply tinged with pessimism. It
could conceive of happiness as the achievement of only a few, and warned its
followers to stay out of politiecs. Having no conception of historical progress, it
had no hope for more than isolated groups of philosophical friends achieving their
lsolated form of happiness in little intellectual oases within the bitter wilder-
ness of human life, This pessimism was the inevitable product of actual social
conditions in ancient society. N 7 o

The idealist philosophers, Socrates and Plato, and the theological dualist,
Aristotle, had one advantage over the-ancient materialists in that it was they who
‘elaborated ethical theory as a politial theory and who thus developed political
theory to a high degree. This they did of course as representatives of the slave-
holding class WhoSe‘EE§££g§§LWas politics and who were at that time conspiring as
organizers for the formation of just such far-flung monarchies as those actually
formed by the Macedonian ruling-class under the leadership of Philip and Alexander
the Great. (Misconceptions exist about the role of Plato and Aristotle in this, be-
cause of general misconceptions of the role of the ancient ¢ity and of misinter-
pretations of certain misleading passages in their writings, but Plato and _
Aristotle were definitely not averse to (resk cities ruling over empires - far from
it.) At any rate, the philosophie¢ future of Rurdpe for nearly two thousand-years
" belonged not to the maverialists, but to the religious and political ethical
theories of the aristocratic philosophers Plato and Aristotle, whose conception of
virtue was the rule of the few "wise and good" men over the many "“inferior" men
who were "slaves to appetite" and thus required firm rulers. When Christianity, at
first a religious protest of the slaves and downtrodden masses, was by degree cone
verted into a new ruling class religion, the ‘theories of Plato and Aristotle were
grafted on to its theology. C . S

- Modern materialism, which began to develop during the epoch of the bourgeois .re-

- volutions, began t0 enunciafe the. conception of the achievement of happiness. for
all as a result of the establishment of democracy and the equalitarian division of
property; but these petty-bourgeois utopias proved to be mere dreams when the -
bourgeois redivision of property actually occurred and the bourgeois "democratic"
states were actually established, - - : : : '

It was Marxist materialism, as the theory of the rising proletariat ,destined in
fact (and not in dreams only) to abolish the exploitation 6f men by man, which for
the first time demonstrated precisely the pathway to the actual hapﬁiness of all
manking, viz. through the abolition of classes by the establishment of working
class state power. L ‘ , L ‘ '

Merxist materialism shares with ancient materialism the view that the end of man is
man; that, since man is not the creature of any supernatural power; the only worthy
goal for which man can strive is the happiness of mankind. However, larxist materia-
lism has demonstrated how this goal inevitably will in actual fact be achieved by
menkind as a whole, not just for a few isolated philosophers, through the contini-

- ance of the class struggle of .the modern working class to its inevitable conclusions
Marxist materialism is thus full of bouyant confidence in the future, thus reflect-
ing the actual relations of modern socisty., .

As dialectical materialism, Marxism, unlike the old metaphysical materialism, does
not conceive of individual men as isolated entities (as social atoms) or of men as
being possessed of an unchanging human nature, the samein all ages.

"The essence of man'is the totality of social relationships", said Matx in the
Theses on Feuerbach, and these social relétionships change. Therefore, man cannot
be coneeived of except in changing social relationships with his fellows,
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The distinguishing characteristic of men, according to Marxism, is not simply
reason, To define man simply as a rational animal is a partial, one-sided meta-
physical definition, for it does not take account of the irrationality in human
life and does not reveal the interconnection of reason with the rest of human
life. Engels, therefore, declared that the distinguishing characteristic of man
is not simply reason, but labor, i.e. production. (Ch. IX of Dialectics of Nature)
Now labor, as defined in Ch. VII of Part III of Vol. I of Capital is an intellect-
val process (purposeful production of use-values in accordance with a plan -
human activity which imprints on matter & new form, the product of intellectual
activity). 1In other words, reason is an inherent, integral rart of the essence

of man. It is essential, but it does not express the totality of men. Labor (2297
duction or creation, i.e. g;g), which includes reason, is the real distinguishing
characteristic of man. It is this which defines him, which constitutes his essence
But labor is a collective activity - not a pursuit carried out by each individual
man alone in isolation. Men are not Robinson Crusoes, but the labor of each in
every society has always been dependent upon the labor of others. Since labor (the
mode of production) is the basic and determining factor in society, all social
relations are basically determined by productive relations. To say that the
essence of man is labor is exactly the same, therefore, as to say that the esence
of man is the totality of social relations. Social relations are productive

relations.,

If man is primarily a laboring or productive animal, his reason being an essential
element of his creative power, it is obvious that the development of man is de-
pendent upon, is detemmined by, is the development oﬁilabquproduction.

Since there is no such thing as an isolated man (apart from society man would not
be man), there is no such thing and can be no such thing as a purely personal or
individualistic morality. The very effort to enunciate a purely personal ethic is
based on illusion. Both Plato and Aristotle, unlike the ancient materialists, re-
cognized this by saying that all virtue is political virtue.

Since Marxists recognize that the state is just one category in the history of
man, & category destined to wither away with the emergence of world communism,
Marxists would say that all virtue is social virtue. Outside of society man can be
neither good nor bad, bscause the very significance of the terms good and bad de-
pends upon his relations in society.

Since man is a developing animal, it is obvious that what contributes to his de-
velopment as a species, to the developmen®t of mankind as a whole, is for man
absolutely good. And this - seeking the fullest developnent of mankind as a whole
~ 1s the basic ethical principle of Warxism. Marxists do not regard socialism, it-
self only the Tirst stage of communism, as an end in itself, but as only a nesc-
essary stage toward the fullest develcpment of man, which will be achieved during
the whole long period of the development of communism,

Every good is relative in that man is not a static entity, but a developing entity
Hence, whatever contributes to manfs development in the concrete stage of develop-
ment in which we find him at the given tims is good at that time, but not nec-
essarily good at another stage of development. Such & good is obviously relative
in that it is not an eternal gZocd. On the other hand, it is not solely relative,
because it does avsclutely contribute to ments development., Marxists thus accept
neither moral absolutism nor moral relativism, but recognize that what contributes
to man's development is both relative and absolute,

Obwiously what is good for each individual man in the course of his life from birth
to death’is not always the same. We find certain things pleasing and attractive in
children, things which contribute to their development and are good for them. But
many’ of these necessary and attractive traits of childhood, if continued into adult
life, become positively loathesome. The same is tTue of the history of mankind as
a whole. Man has had to go through certain necessary historical stages of develop-
ment. What contributed to his progress or development at one time inevitably be- -
came an obstacle to his development, i.e. reactionary, at another., In other words,
Marxists repudiate absolutely all moral metaphysics, as well as every other variety
of metaphysics., There is no such thing s an isolated, purely individual morality,
All morality deals with the social relations of men. Furthermore, moral require-
ments change from age to age, since man is a developing animal, Dialectical
materialism thus recognizes dialectic in the development of moral standards and
moral behaviour as in everything eice.

The advance from the cannibalism of the primitive communal hunting tribe to slawry
was a definite advance, hailed as such even by slaves, in the development of man-
kind as a whole. However, that advance Tor mankind as a whole brought only agony to
the vast majority. Furthermore, in the course of the development of production
undetr slavery, slavery, presented by slaveholder metaphysics as absolute, eternal
good, as the basis of all possible society in fact, definitely became a hindrance -
to the further development of society. It had to be abolished, and it was abolished,
serfdom taking its place., Serf society, in its turn, further developed the progres-
sive forces of society, as slavery could not, but likewise brought agony to the

ma jority of mankind, and, in spite of the metaphysical glorification of feudal
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conditions as “eternal", fimally became a hindrance that had to be abolished by
capitalist society based on wage labor which arose out of the struggles of small .
producers, held 1o “pondage under feudal relations, for "free" enterprise.
Capitalist society, in its turn, in spite of its fabulous development. of produéa
tion, .brought agony and abqolute worsening of conditions to the toiling masses,
as had slavery and Seridom in the past. In spite of the bourge01s protestations
that bourgeois conditious are "natural" and inevitable at any and all times, cap-
1talism in its monopoly gtage has now in its own turn become an enormous obstacle
to human progress aad is, therefore, today being abolished by a new and higher
society, by socialism ag the transrtlon o communism. ‘ :

Socialism differs absolutely from all prev1ons stages of humen history in that it
abolishes all exploitation of map by men and, by liberating oppressed nations and
bringing them together -in voluntary union, ushsrs ‘in the period of the voluntary
amalgamation of all nations into a single classless world s001ety, a society free-
from all class or national antagonisms. In other words, the new communist society,
for which the proletarlan revolutions of our age are laying ‘the foundatlons will
be the First society in which mdnklnd as a whole - the whole human species - will
be united in a fully human society. No other animal . speuieg is or cdn be so
united. This is what Engels meant by saying that hitherto man has not fully separ-’
ated himself from the enimal kingdom, that with the proletarlan revolution man-: .
kind will for the first time evolve from the animal kingdom ‘into the kingdom of ‘
humanity. (Anti-Duhring, FPart III, Ch. IT p.309, Int. Pub. ed. ) It is what he also
meant when he-declared that, in thlS sense, all past history has really béen .the
pre-history of man - the pre-history precedlng the hlutory of man as such,

Marx once said that there had never hitherto existed a whole- man. Therehad been
fragments of men, but never whole men. There had been slaves, serfs, nobles, ‘
Priests, yeomen, merchents, weavers, miners, seamsn, industrialists, lawyers ’
doctors, artists, this klnd of man, that kind of man, but never a fully developed,.
well-rounded man..Thus there has never béen a fully human good, since man as man
has not yet fully evolved, The development of menkind as a whole has hitherto, in
class society, been carried out at the expense of the overwhelmlné ‘ma jority of’

men, not for the advantage of all or even any considerable number of men, Thus, =
there ‘have ‘been: tribal: morals, slaveholder morals, slave morals, feudal landlord.
morals;, serf morals, artlsan moxals, peasanﬁ morals bourgeoas morals, E_w}etarian

R

morals, but never fully “human morals,

The theoreticians of tle various classes have of course pres ented their own morals
ag absolute, as absolutely human and eternal, But. hlstory ‘has slways demonstrated
that they were the morals of a class and not of manxlnd as a whole, &and Just as
particular classes themselVes have dlsapweared in, thp course of time 80 have .
thelr "eternal morals. ‘ . ‘ - o
There will be no fully human morality, as dlstlnct from a tribal or clas» nmnalxby,
until mankind is united as a species in communist soclety.

Today,Marxists consider good whatever contrlbutes to thevclass-struggle of the
workers for socialism, and consider bad whatever oppoges, hinders, or obstructs 1
the class struggle of the wurkers for socialism. Thus, Marxlst morality today is
proletarian morality. ,

This subordination by Marxists of everything to the proletarlan class strugglp for
soelalism ig, in the light of what has been said, clearly not solely in the in~ ':
terests of the proletariat as such. The reason that Marxists regognize the !
glorious role of the nodern working class is because the working class is the 3
bearer of the destiny of all mankind, In enmancipating itself, the working class is
obligatéd by necessity to emancipate all other toiling and subJugated classes and
peoples, thus emancipating mankind as a whole from exploitation and bondage. This
is why the dictatorsnip of the proletariat is so utterly unlike the rule of any
previous class, since it is the temporary rule of the workers, through which all
men will be liberated from subjucation and thus through which all Tule itself will
be abolished. All who seek the liberation of mankind and the’fullest development of
man must, therefore, throw in their lot with the proletariat, the only class which
not only can, but which inevitably must, as a result of the inexorable effects of
the absolute worsening of conditions for the proletariat under capitalism, secure
through its struggles the libveration of all mankind,

With the establishment of Comrunist society on an international scale, purely

proletarian moraLity wwLJ of course disapnear, and a truly human moral ity will for
the first time in hictory take its place,

The highest goal toward which bourg901s thinkers have generally dared to aspire has
been the goal of securing "the greats good for the greatest number™, a number
which has always turned out to be very bmall. Accepting the Bibliecal statement that
"The poor ye shall always have thﬁ”§6un, slaveholder, feudal, and bourgeois
philosophers have not generally dared to speak of securing the highest good for |
each individual in society. Yet such will be the actual achievement of Communist
society. The society which for the first time will unite mankind on a world scale

3
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as a species will also secure the fullest development of the human potentialities
of each individual member of society.

¢

Tn the werds of the Communist Manifestsd, "In place of the 0ld bourgeois society,
with its classes and class antagonisms, we shall have an association, in which
The free cevelopment of each 18 the condition for the free development of allW.,

Surely this is the hLighest ethical goal that has ever been sought by any philo-
sophy. The marvelous thing is that this goel is no mere moral goal cherished in
the mind alone as a purely intelliectual ideal, but is revealed, first, by the
thorough+going anslysis of the actual movements of capitalist society and,
secondly, by the actual emergence of socialism in the Soviet Union, to be in faet
the actual state of society which is now emerging through proletarian revolubion
from our present capitalist soclety,

( TO BE CONCLUDED )

{In this issue, we have dealt with the basic theoretical concepts of Communist
morality in gensral. In our conciuding section, we shall deal with the moral
requirements of members of the Communist Party in particular),

THE TERMINIEILO DECISION - A RLOW AGAINST FREEDOM
OF SPERCH

The Terminiello Decision is an open invitation to fascist incitation
to violence against the mass of the people., Fascists seek to destroy
the Constitutional rights of the American people by means of hoodlum
attacks against democratic people for exercising their Constitutional
rights. Official encouragement to advocates of such attacks is,
therefore, most certainly nct a defense of freedom of speech, but a
blow against it. Freedom of speech is not equivalent to the right to
incite lynch terror or pograms against the people, and has never been
interpreted as such by genuine democrats,

The Communist Party has always demandsd severe punishment by law of
all fomenters of lynch terror. Only provocateurs sent into the
Communist Party to discredit it have ever advocated or engaged in
individual or mob violence, and the Constitution of every Communist -
Party in the world has always made Ilmmedlate expulsion from the
Party the penalty for the slightest tendency toward such terrorisme.

¥ Only by severe punishment for all who by violence seek to deprive
the people of freesdom of gpesch, press, assembly, and the right of
elections by secret ballot ¢an these traditional Constitutional
rights be upheld.

Prosecuting Attorneys for the U.S. Government are now demanding
the imprisonment of the National Committee of a Party which has
always been the most consistent fighter for Federal action against
lynch terror, They are prosecuting the National Committee of the
C.P. solely because that DParty exercises its Constitutional rights
when it advocates that the majority of the people, who are workers
and farmers, should establish socialism. That another branch of the
U.S. Government should at the same time openly encourage advocacy
of violence against those who exercise their legal, Constitutional
rights is an indication of how deeply ingrained the movement toward
fascism 1s within the Federal Government itself. The illegsl trial
of the N.C. of the C.P. and the Terminiello Decision are both parts
of the same drive towerd fascism. The mass of the Ameriéan people
are definitely in favor of preserving freedom of speech, press, and
assembly and ths right of elections by secret ballot. Simultaneously
they do not favor allowing Ku Klux incitations to violence to pass
unpunished. It is necessary that the people, as fighters for
congistent Gemocracy, demand both the dismissal of the indictment
against the N.7. of the C.P. and the reversal of the Terminiello
Dacision - both on the same grounds, as vioclations of the RBRill of
Rights.




