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THS ARRIST OF CPUSA LI\DURS

The indictment and arrast of the top leadership of the
Conmunist Party of the Unlted Statas -should rouse all workers
to their defense. - Thase lcaders are not being persecuted by
the cabitalist governient because of any of ‘thelr: faults such
a8 _wa of thé SFIC have criticised.. They are heing attacked
because capitilism vishos to deny to the workers any vanguard
party of their own, and wishes to terrorisé averybody who
advocates Communist theory. Their arrest is part of the pre-
Deration ifor imperialist war, ani of attack on the Soviet
Unlon. ‘ : : : S
3 { SRR it in

.- DANG.R OF TROTZKYISM
i by SFCC

There 1s no doubt that the Trotzkyites are 1nbréééih5 in

1 numpers and influence in the trade union movement, . just as

are the ‘Association of Catholic Trade Unionists, and -other

.| anti-Communist elements. As the CPUSA discredits. {tself by

its wrong and ‘anti-working class policies in one .union after
another, and 1is deserted by the union rank and file supporters

- — = E —

o1 CON Udﬂ'f ot 4 & f\’.,
"Jl'&- G\rﬂ QC-—-"‘*\-\\ /\ﬁﬁ""n‘-\ C’ MHNIA ré
A -f/??:;;zzﬁﬁéeaﬁ?"qaifzb*?vg*-4\ &
AR Ca b

(g A ‘%‘}.’f o= o\\Lp , 4
S S AV N Ces?

£ s e




it formerly led, all sorts of adventurers, opportunists with a good
demagoglc 1line, any kind of disciplined and organized group like the
ACLU or the Trotzkyites, can and does step in and fill the vacuum left
by the collapsse of the CPUSA, There is not yet any sufflclently organ-
1zed and conscious left wing, not yet any real Communist Party, to
brevent such things,

Trotzkyism properly is classified as a right opportunist, and there-
fore antl-working claas grouping.

Lenin as long ago as 1912 was calling Trotzky "Judas" (History CPSU,
P. 136) for his organizatlion of Menshiviks in the "August Bloc" against
the Bolsheviks, and that was not the beginning of their differences,
As the leadsr of the Mezhryontsi, a special sect of Mensheviks, Trotzky
w23 admitted along with his whole group to the Bolshevik party at its
Sixth Congress, Just before the 1917 revolution. The Mezhryontsl hzd
d?clarad they accepted the Boleshovilk Program and would abandon lMenshe-
vism,

But 1n 1927, at the Fiftcenth Congress of the CPSU, a resolution
had to be adoptcd: !

"The denial of the possibility of a victorious bullding ofSocialism
in the USSR and consequently the denial of the Socialist character of
our rcvolution; the doenialof the Socialist character of State industry;
the denlal of the Socialist roads of development in the village under
conditions of the proletarian dictatorship and of tho policy of union
of the proletariat with the fundamental masses of the Pcasantry on the
basis of Soclalist construction; finally, the actual denlal of the
prolotarian dictatorship in the USSR ('Thermidor') and the attitude of
capitulation and defeatism connected. with 1t, all this 1doological
oricntation has transformced the Trotzky opmosition into an instrument
of petty-bourgeols democracy within the USSR and into an auxiliary
troop of international Social—Democracy outside of i1ts fronticrs."

Boforo that Trotzky had proposed "militarization" of trade unions,
denying that they had any indcpendent rolc undor a proletarian dictat-
orship, and had proposed, in fact, exploitation of thc peasants to
bulld industry. Trotzkylsm throughout has deniecd the fundamontal
Marxist-Loninlst-Stalinist thecory of the neccsslty of union of poor
farmors and workers 1n the revolutisn and in socialist construction
after 1t, and denled the tactic of alliance in certain stagos with all
farmers, and with thec middle scctions of farm population, Trotzkyists
do not, in fact, anywhere work with the farmers.

Many morce such quotations could be given from Lenin and Stalin, To
readcrs of this bullctin 1t wlll not be noocssary to prave that Menshc-
viem 1s Social-Democracy and that Soclal-Democracy 1s a right deviatisn
" from Marxism,and-is onc form of tho 1deology of the pctty-bourgeois,

the middle classes,  ,

Trotzkylsm then, 18 a right'deviaﬂion from Marxism, 1its ideolagy'a
class roots are in thc middle class. : i :

It is a speccial form of rightism, 2 form which carrics to a great
cxtent thce camouflage wlth left phrascs which all Soclal-Democracy and
right doviations arc prone to attcecopt.

T> spoak of Téatzkyism as "lcftism" 1s therefore mercly not to seo
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through the ¢
i, 1% o uflago, s 1t 18 a mistake which has ceusod much confus=

8 a mistnls t
d2cument, ° hade by the authors sf tho -thorwisc oxcollon
ary of cauntcr-rcvjlutijnary activitics, "The Groat Conspiracy"

The nut
iom of EEShéﬁga“f that by Probably meroly rofloctod tho intorpretat-
o4 loaderohip (why @5 nat oven f£illow Olgin's eorroct

characteo .
16 1935)?izat1ﬁn a2f Trotzkyism non that point, in his pamphlot writton

How ehuld a eorro 5
b ¢t and succossful fight against Trotzkylsn bo ma
ng'{'tgﬁsgtt.fn}ncd during tha past ton yoaga in CPUSA schi»ls when the
el sliliation was 81 basically falsified? The avorago CPUSA member,
3 1n?ny e£ Uhe oxpelled mombers, therefore, have as & shicld against
qu zed Trotzkyite pPropaganda only & sot of wolrd misunderstandings
2T what Trotzkyitoes really are,

aﬁ‘Tr3tZkgitcs in the Sovict Union and in somc other cruntrics, Spain
2 examble, when crowded t5 the wall, made outright alliance with the
worst Pasc;sts, and with the socret servicas of the most .ruthlcss
lmperialisis, (Reports f the Misoow Trials,)

But whoever here expocts to settlo their hash by morely rcferring
Y2 this data 1s not going to get far, bocause Trotzkyltos deny it, and
in their speratinns in America, for instance, they carefully do nothing
t3 prove their international leaders werc cver on Hitler's payr»oll.

Whocver oxpcets to find thom wildly calling for all kinds of impos-
8lblc strikes that would ly suash the uni-ns is again going to be
surprised. Thoir falt, in fact, is quite as ofien tho opposite, ns in
the days when they stymied the perfectly possible Minnecapslis gencral
strike in 1934, ‘ :

In the days when thc CP had a eorrcct positisn against the Farmer-
Laborite Minnesota Governor Olson, the Trntzkyitcs thore supportod
him. Afterwards, when tho CPU3SA supvsrted hin, the Trotzkyites didn't.

Latoly the Trotzkyitos' task has been made easlor by the crrors of
the CPUSA, particularly in the uni-ns. By morely taking the opposite
to the class collaboratisn, usually "no-strike" positi-n of the CPUSA
- spokesnén, they arc often able to put thomsclves in very strong positi-
ons, wherc they can confuse the class conscisus rank and file of the
unions who formerly looked to the Communists for leadership. The
Trotzkyites arc allowed to dofend the fundamentally correct linc which
the Communists should have had from the boginning. It is not likely
the Trotzkyites will actually carry out to the limit any such corrcct
policy, aftcr all they are a pctty-bourgeois movement, using left
camourlage. 3ut for the time being they can certalnly defeat the
Communist fractions that way.

The CPUSA "fight" agalnst Trotzkyism has not in fact been a fight
apainst 1t at all; it has bocn an attempt to use Trotzkylsm as a bogy
ran in 2 fight agalnst the Communist Party left wing, and real
Comnunists expelled from the CP. To do this it has been necessary to
smzzr the accusatlon of "Trotzkyism" all over the proclamations %06 1l=-
ling real Communists from the CP. - '

To thus use Trotzkylsm, tho California CP leadership issucd that
strange docunmcnt, a "Study Bulletin" on Trotzkylsm, in the midst or
the San Francisco machinists' strike in ]1945-56, In 1t all the usual



C¥ leadership orrors about Trotzkyisn boing ?1Gft}3ﬂ" Were repoatos,
Plus the original dlscovery that the only Trotzkyites in Californin
Wo have to fight = at least tho only onca named ~ ara Hook ani Dillon,
leaders of the San Franclsco machinists' strike! Though there were
pany Trotzkyites in San Francisco even then, Honk and Dillon were not
among then, L

gven the policy of Playing down the nows fronm the Sovist Union,
which thc CPUSA has followed ao long to avold embarrassing thc oppor-
tunlst alliancos 1t has made with Democrats, "centeriet" union burocau-
crats, ote., lcaves comrados with no answer to Trotzkylto arguments
that the Soviet Union op its Communist Party have "degonerated, "

The doublo-sntry boolkeoping which by militant words socks to kaeop
the Eurspean Communists deludeci into belief in the soundness of the
CPUSA, and leave 1t free to carry out oppsrtunist dceds in Amorica,
pProvides Anmcrican Trotzkyitos with one of their sharpest entering
vwedges into the nindsof real militents, It 1s the argument: "Thero
must be something rotten abroad, oven in the Soviet Union, or how could
tha Zurapean Partios, Gepeclally the Bolsheviks, rcmain silont or even
approva of thec American CP? Does not this all show world-wide degon-~
eration in tho Communist Partics, as foretold by Trotzky? And all
flow from tho delusion that Socialism can be built in one country?"

One answer to that 1s that Soelalisnm is being bullt in ono country--
but the CPUSA has given us little information on that point for quite
a whlle. It would be proper to defend socialism in that oneé country,
¢ven at the expenso of somo rotrcats elsowhere, should it rcally be

true that there have been such retrents,

Another answer is that the surcpean Communist parties have such
serious problems of thoir own that it 1s not likely (though not impos-
sible) that they will take the CPUSA as. ono of thelr wajor problcms
right now. The investigations roequired to be sure in any condemnation
of tho CPUSA leadorship may not be considered worth while, remerbering
how small and futile the American Communist Party is at prosent. And
2lso considering how futile have been several previous Intcrventions -~
thc Duclos letter, and before that the Lovostone case, and others,

. How can the SFCC or any other of the small 8roups of real Comnmunists
in America think they arc important cnough yet to attract nouch atten-~
tion in Moscow or Bucharest? The Zurcopean comrades are engaged in a
furious world wide strugglo in which all that counts arc real forccs,
Wo will got attention when we aro strong enough to deserve it. Moan-

the Communist movement of Anmerica at all, thoy mcrely gcnerally accept
the CPUSA leadership at face valus, (There are ninor excopticns: as
when somebody like Janes Allen writes a book and fagifics conditions

in Europe,)

Naturally nono of these things will bo adnitted by the CPUSA
leadership. In fact, tho tactics of the CPUSA leadership more than
enything elso have been responsible for the present grovth of Trotzky-

ism.
Amerlcan Trotzkyists arc all cdled stool pigeons and strike breakers
== Whereas most of thom arc not; . working class nilitancy is labol-

led Trotzkyism as in the S.F. machinists' strike; the treachories of
the CP lcadorship politically and on the industrial ficld glves argu-
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'-Vas'st111 a. Corzunist Partys:

mente to the Trotzkyitoa: the CPUSA follows in fact the Trotzkylte

Drogram of not workin p
8 with tho farmers, All this, plus the oftcn
:gggaggildgclaration that all the expelled comradeé elthor are now or
actually an. iXobzkyltes -« makes 1t look as though the CPU3A loaders
Y are trying to buila Trotzkyism}

May weftoy with an 1de _ T
& for a momont? Suppose Schneldorman w
gnge gxpollﬂd from the Communist movement in California for Trotzkylsm,
& hag horTuer ceased to. bo one? ' Is there anything he could do, that

he has not done th S
» that would wrock the Communist Party more and bul
the Trotzkyito movement more? V

Our expel_cd comrades have a cortain duty. It 1s to be vigilantly
on Buard agaicst falling into a trap. A coprect fight against Trotzky-
isn in Americu (whers 1t has not showod 1ts real £aso tho way the

Moscow trials showod it in Europe) ‘means a fight against its basic

theory, rather than a flght against individual members.

In sunto s atruzile, we have to be sure of our own theory. One of
our comrilis who likes to call himself "left" said recently to one he
likes to call "centerist": "Well, you centerists don't have ons of
the iroubles we leftists da have,. When Pravda came out endorsing the
Wallace ocampaign, it Imocked us ‘in-a hcap; of carse it doesn't affoect

you ceaterists that way so muci bocauso you see some good in the
Third Party." S

And, of course; 1f you start with‘the'assumﬁtion that the CPUSA 1s,

. "'rank and filo ac well as loaders, obviously petty bourgeois, you rust

ba worried a l‘t over the Cominform paper apparently recognizing 1t
; IhﬁojsuCh'dbubtétcbﬁéé thb‘Tféfzkyist, with'ihe.glib explanation:
"Degeneration of the world Communist movement -~ can't build socialism
in one.country.".. - ... o2, 1 L
~ Without question, there have boen Eomradés-arfébtéd‘by'sﬁch‘doubts,
and not rejecting such an explanation. ) o : N
; : R g eY '.a‘r‘-'i_=-' : _“
~~.Theee comrades we must urge: When you have entered on a train of
loglc which leads you.to Trotzky, it 1s time t0 go back ani consider
whether 1ts original premise, or pPrejudice, is correct. Uhen you left,
Schneiderman and Dennis, you left a petty bourgeois lecadership -- you
don't have to take on another in the form of Trotzky, Cannon or
Shachtman? £l Slla :

“"'Wo have to remember that whatever the faults of the CPUSA in the

~ frade union and political.fields domestically, which play into the

~which to apeal to t :
 (and therefore ultimately in America) the cunning ally of every vicious
Fagelist and inperialist and every plan for military overthrow.of the
‘Soviet Union, - (ifoscow trial evidence.) ' S FIU- LIV s

“t1oa back in 1946, and anno:

hands of the.Trotzkgites and gilve them good positions in American fron
6 worklng class, Trotzkyism 1s on a world scale

_The SFCC rcpeats now:thGEQpplaration it made 'at 1ts first organiza-

nged in unity with comrades from four .

western slates at Reno, 'July; 1947: "We'have no’ connection with 3
Trotzkylsm; we are strongly opposed. to Trotzkxiam and will fight it

every inch of the way in theory and praoctice.
N AR 15
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TITO AND THE CPUSA
by Vern Smith

European Communists don't like to intervene in the affairs of
brother parties in other countries. They much prefer to see the Commuy.
ists in those other partles wash their own dirty linen. They come in
only when things get so bad that thers is a health hazard to world
Communism, ang, also, when they think a bit of advice or criticism
will 30 some good,

" Invariably, in the past, thoy have picked one example, cither the
WOorst example, the one thoy Imow best, or tho one whero criticism will
800mplish most, or where the danger to worli Oourunisn 18 greatest.

We Inow this Policy, 1f we stop amd regolleat events of three yoars
a3%. Browder wrote glass collaboration into booka, a whole sories of
thon, and aont then to evory corner of the globe, More than that, he
sent agents to all naarbz Comtmnist parties to win their leadership to
hls point of view. Ani he certainly had success in Latin america and
Canada, Hi3 was a clear eut case in which his words wora as bad as his

deeds, 2nj moreocver, a case of great ménacs to the health of Commmism
eéverywhere, g

The Duclos letter was directed to Browder, and the CPUSA, It 413
not wander aver the world, calling down Communist parties which hai
socoumbed $9 Browderism, more or less. It lef: 1t to those parties to
take the hint and get ria of Srowderisn, by their own efforts. An3
Some of them 31 1t better thanp the CPUSA 313,

There 1s nothing mysterious about all this, world Communisn during
Comintern days also oporated in thies way; how much moro so thon should
ona expect tact, and diffidence about assalling the policies of Commun-
ist Partiea who Jo not cven belong to the much loss rigil Cominforn?

But what the Communists of Europe do 8xpact, is that when they ex-
Poso doviations in oneinportant party, all the others whish hava the
same troubles will take note. 0 AR SR M

The Cominform's denunciation of the right opportuniem in the Yugoslav
CP 18 'a bugle call to real Commmists éverywhere to gect buasy and clean
out opportuniso in their parties, ;

Lot us look at the Conlﬁrorm cbarges-nado in June against Tito and
the situation in the Communist Party of the United States, : Jee

The first charge is a genecral one of "retreat from Marxism-Leninism,"
This chargs ie made specific in the following points. e

Charge number two is that of hostility to the Sovict Union. Since
the Yugoslav CP leaders are in atate powsr, they are capable of actions
‘the CPUSA 1s not. But the CPUSA, in order not o "paint red" its prop-
agenda organs formorly devotod to the Democratic Party and now devoted
" to the Wallace movement, hae systematically Played down news from the
~Sovlet Union and defense of the Boviet syatem., It has madq only formal
gestures, in general torms, "for the retord," ani in an unconvineing

" manner. . Its main point has been exactly Wallace's point, that it would

not be advisable to rush into war with the USSR. Ani Wallace does not
A by : shpledered fasgua0 XigaaNin SN
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Preteni to Gnﬂorse e : o
here or exlsting 1n SXplain or defena, socialisn, eithor as proposcd
Tho CPUSA 1g thg--gh?.' Roviet. Unton, -
48 ourselves, which hgdy organized force outsido of ‘such small groupe
for the Soviet 8yeta %ny duty to defond and explain and win friends
hurricane of anti-gso i Y falled‘in that dut , even though a veritable
80, in 1ts own g viet propaganda blows hisger and higher day bg day.
CPUSA 1s alass Guiltpecial form, suited to 1te own capabilitics, the
Cherge Threo 1g {hOf the second charge against Tito.
2 Proper alliance witat the Yugoslay CP lecaders have falod to create
tariat, in class h tho poor. and:niddle poasants, led by the prolo-
bublicists have war agalnst the rich farmers and landlords, CPUSA
is on the peasanguggzgtiggwagd to deseribe -ospeoially how wrong Tito
edvy » becauso the situation in Yugoslavlia has
to izgngig girhfr°m that in Anerica that tho two problems do not seen
party has pro g other, But in fact, in this casoy too, the Amcrican
the rich Provided its own special version of Tito's fault. Tito lot
S%Geptis peasants slone, loft then in powsr, The CPUSA has for years
alone og a brief perlod in tho 1930's, left the American farmcrs
the Cﬁugg in their misery, Tito 1s wrong on the agricultural front,
- their at 8imply never really approaches the agricultural front. In
‘vords iftigﬁgzetogg{i the fai?crs, the CPUSA leaders in fact, not in
‘ . ow exactly the Trotzkyilte 1ine.
1a£§2§2 igaparticularly trus in California whero agriculture is the
man’, ustry in the state. During the past ten years Schneider-
notjgnTacging' despite occasional resolutions, etc. at convontions,
1iquia z das not gone to the countryside to organize, but has actually
quidated what agencies for agricultural work existed, and politically
liquidated overyone who actively fought for it. For oxample, the
Simon Lubin fact finding and propaganda sooclety has boon smashed, and!
P . +Ral. y _
-~ Tarty ‘support swung instead to a liberal organization "active" only on
. the leglslative field, “The outstanding agricultural expert in the
.Unlted States, conmissioned by tho Comintern to make roports on agric-
- ulbure, was Harrison George, and ho was oxpelled from the Party. Every

. _..attempt by Harrison George, supported by myself, to get farm néws into

the Peoples World when ws were on its staff onded in the news being. .
. elipped, crowded, shoved around, and the writers of it gencrally
gcorned, ridiculed and disgusted. Nonc of the "farm columns" lasted
Ong. ' » 3
. ' ChargeFour is that the Yugoslav CP leadership has merged the CP in
another party. Well: Do we need t2 go much into this? We have. many
times explained in detall == and anyway it 1s no secret == that:the

il single political activity of the CP, the only thing the rank and .file

‘are-allowed to do, 1s to push door bells for the candidacy:of Henry
Wallace, and diatribute leaflets.and go to meetings for ths IPP, or

its ocounterpart in other states, This has' reached a point where
- 'Wallace himself complahed to the capltalst! press that he 1s embarrassed
" by-.the close hug he gets from the CP, and wishes it would run.its own

" candidates instead of running him. He will go on'from this polnt to
mors active red baiting, but that i1s-another story, and is-dus to. the
- fact that in spite of 1ts best intentions,’ the CP has bécome 80 wéake-
ened that it does not really support Wallacée-much while it rides- his
- coat talls. e ' b S

' What makes 1t even worso 18 that the Wallace movement is an. unabashe
ed bourgeols party, it doesn't pretend to be anything else. Whorsas '
the Peoples Front Tlto merged with 1s at least esomewhat botter: the
Cominform charge describes it as containing: “various elements of all
clasges, workers, land workers and individual farmers, kulaks, ner-
chants, small factory ownera, bourgeols intellectuals, as well as
‘diverse political groups, including verious bourgeols parties." Defin-

T



" 1ts organizations do not appear openly under

“they "appear openly" in their work!

~Such a'policy...threatons the very existence o

: . nparod with the
itely to the left, in composition and progran, 48 G2 s
Thirg party in U3A. And‘?et,‘the Com%nfz{m E&zs?goiéggigif g;%g?ifgd
Yile Feoplos Front, bo appsal, opsRlyumdiiss théir own. nanc before the

apparatus how 1uch

. [} (Y A

peoplc." Ask the CP mombers working in the ilallace

_As the Cominforn Burcau declares: _ P :

"Tho leaders‘of‘the Yugoslav Communist Party repeat tho miftikgzrgf
the Russian Menshevists which 1ie in the dilution of the Aarxis thaty
into non-party mass organizations...The Bureau is of the. oplnion

f the Communist Party

~.and finally carrios within itself the danger of .dogencration-of the

‘1sts« It says, in part:

Yugoslav Peoples Republic." s Bl ur o
Charga Five should be particularly|interesting to Amcrican Commun-

"The Bureau‘(Information'Buréau‘of‘EuropéanicbﬁnQnist Parties, or

_'Cominform") 1s'of thq ‘opinion' that . the bureaucratic regine created by
-the-leaders within the Party ‘is disagstrous for the 1ife and development
of the Yugoslav Communist Party. Thore is no democracy within-the
‘party -- principles of election are not adhered to. Criticism or sclf-

eriticiso is non=axigtent .t e ds Emawed SR C
 "It"1s not to be tolorated that.in the Yugoslav Communist Party the
008t fundamental rights 6f party nembers arc being denied when, to the

.18ast blt of criticlsm on incorrect proceedings, in the Party, the

answer 1s cruel répression,” ‘" ' CC ¢ T bilonr @
~ Coupled with this, but in more general .terms difected to all.Commun-

~-1st Parties; a leading editorizl in the Cominform's paper "For 2
~-Lasting Peace, for a Pcoples Domocracy," June .1, 1948, oxpands on the

‘subject ' of Communist criticlsm and self criticism within a Comnunist

- _Party. It says, in part:~ e Sl

"~ "Griticism-'should be frank and honest. and nob veiled ani hypocriti-
‘cal, .Critlcisn and self-criticisnm affect all, regardless of the

~ ‘individual -- such is' the law of development of Marxist partios...
- Oriticlsm and self-criticisnm are a sign of the strength and not of the

wealmness of the Party,: and arec an, important means of strengthening the
o e et b ek . - -
- "Stalin wrote that, 2 party. which conceals the truth from the people,

“which fears the light of day and’ criticism, is not a party but a clique

. of imposters doomed to disaster.", . . .

” A i L4 ""‘"‘;': ar . .
~Well," just look at’ the present’ CPUSA discussgion!, :rAny fundarcntal

~criticism of the leadership rosults in'the eritieclsm bolng. declared
Bnti-party" and ordcred not published in the:Party discussion. Furth-

ermore, the person meking the’criticisia will almost surely) be placed

““on trial, and charged mot only with what.he.said.but with factionalisn,

consorting with cnemles’ of the working.class,: reading forbidden liter-
aturo such as this' bulletin, Trotzkyisn, white.chauvinism, carecrism,
visiting FBI agents, and. quarreling with hls wife! - Anything and overy-
thing  they can.think of,  In‘one case.in Oakland, ordsrs werae issued tc¢
find some grounds for expulsion of a'comrade,.because it didn't look

- good just to expoel him for raising the queation of socialisn in his
-“club. b BT e Rl g & Wat: AL ol s b

"""As 'a-result of ‘thls torror campalgn, members who have criiicism -
far from expressing it "frankly and honestly, not veiled and hypocrit=-

‘4cally " -~ have not dared to express it at all, or,.so veilsd as to be

‘ almost no criticlsm, In most branch meetings: in Caifornia when the

L

 f discussion came up, there was a porfunctory .statement by tho County or
- State reprcesentative present, who triecd to hit all the bells -~- ani .

then nothing, = Since the resolution ltself is.80 sterile, even the

nmachine members, the wives of Party or unlon functionaries, could think

‘ | L. =8



S repoiuti

centralisn was thrown

of nothlng 5 say -- ana tho othors d1dn't daro pay anything.

Clubs were forbiddon even to discuss without & representativo of

the highor authoritics
Presen N34 maat! 2 -cn and roport
who needed expollinsg‘or‘ag,lgaZE idirect ands vo, kisken and Top

~odes no
eecgrlty comalssion, B nceded a good scaring by 89O
fhen a club 314" vonture somet

overboa
One of the leadors oarl ;

SRR of Alaneda County CP bogan to criticisc the
iggglgu?tum of the rest of the 1@adors%1p.- Hg wag thrown out of
fu{“'d?icﬁ' lBut he went on a Tuosday to his club meceting and after a
cww;aw:i 88lon of hls position, was elccted by the club to a scct}on
kg R Ha was suspenied fron tho Party Thursday so hc couldn t
attens +Be convontion, neeting Saturday, (He has since boon expellod.)
T #a11ding Trodes Club of 8an Diego not only criticised the oppor-
t:f-ﬂuliinﬁ °f the leadership, but elccted dolegatos frowned upon by
ths county leadership, and persuaded several other clubs to do like-
Wi8c. S0 the county leadorship postponed the convention on a flimsy
exouse and d1dn't hold 1t until it could bo packed with supportors'of
?he 1eadership, Of course, the Building Trades Club was discolved.
=1l & spaclal firing squad was sent down even from San Franciso %0
Politlcally execute the poople who dared to criticlsa,

The "d1lscussion" has taken placé as far as printed artlclcs ars
concerned, almost entirecly by pald officlals, parts of the leadership
macinlnes Usually the "party member's" officlal title is not announced,
80 that his aporoval, with mild corrective suggestions, of the draflt

hinG; it wap wonderful how dcmocratic

z1on will appear abroad aspart of the rank and file opinlon.

. Never has thoro been  such a dearth of rank and file opinion, end the
.- reascn for that ls dreadfully sinmple, and after.a few expulsions in

[

-
FREE

ead nelghborhood, understood by eall -- ovoer here.- {

- '

n no parvy ln the world, we dare to say, has the principle of

_Inncr party domocracy and democratlc centrallsm and the right %o

-~ some visiting European Communist is over here, orderlng a brief

-
-
-
-

- beginhing!

criticlsen taken such & beating. .The tactics have been successful, %o
the polnt, apparently, wherc the top conventions will be nretty wotl

~ controlled by the machine, 'Only, such actions change, Stalin warrs us,

a Conmunist Party into a "elique of imnosters doomed to disaster,” and
thersc have been already a considerable number of disasters.

Charge Six 1s that the right opportunist leadership of the Yugoslav
Party sought to cover 1ts rcal coursc by sudden, f2ke, and imposcible
(because never prepaped.for)_leftist decrees. Thc particular cxamples
clted in the charpge against Tito's leadership do not apnly in Ameries,
of course, for the CPUSA Joes'not have state power. But our CP leaicrs

‘well understand thls stratogy, and are not above, once in awvhile, when
s Un=-
prcpared, abortive plcket line against imperialisn in some nanifesta-
tion, or 1issulng some radical sounding declaration. .
Charge Seven tells of .tho boycotting-of recent meectings of the
Cominforn by the Yugoslay® Party. .But.the CPUSA.boycotted it from the

..... -

~ N o o TR reinal sereh ;

~ Charge Elght 1ls'that ‘of nationalisn, instead of. internztionalism,
Doca anybody doubt-that Browder's !Communism is 20th Centur

Americanism," 1s still the, vogue? .Never repudlated. Has the anerican

party done any single”thing for the workers of: any other country? Did

thoy do snc practical thing to stop shipments-of.arnms to China,

‘Indonesia? .In Canada and Australla Communlsts stopped ships, not hers,

-'Did tpay €5 boyond purely legallstlc and useless defonse of Indonesizns
" glated for deporﬁtieg?;,NO)Qthy,npver.evan.aqntéa committce to tell
*dﬂrthem zood bye. In all such cases, the comfort.and roputation of ¢

trais union bureaucrats and the sacredness of ‘their contracts prevented
picket 1lines to save the lives ‘of ‘workers abroad, After a brief publi-

I‘9-



clty campaign, all work by committsos "For a Democratic Far Eastern
Policy", etec,, onded, andythe orgenizations were in fact dlsbanded,
Today none operato. i B A Pt e 2
Those arsc the charges agalnst Tito, and agalnst the CPUS. leaders.
Do not be fonled for a uinutoe hecauge the CPUSA leadership rushed
to endorse the Cominform charges. "Band-wagon jumping" 1s an old
trick which the Dolitical acrobats that run the American Communist g
Party have practised for many, many years. It goes back to Lovestone's

days, when he, with his car to the ground in Europe, fired his chicf

theoretician, John Popner, and oxpelled hinm, as soon as the tide bezan
to turn egainst thosec thoories. For years the then Party leadorship
in America had gone arouni chanting "Bucharin ia my leader," during
Bucharin's Tight for pPower,. but the nonent thelr leader lost, none

was quicker than the Ameriecan Party top officialdom to denounce
Bucharin, ang propose his expulsion,

CPUE&%_what'are you' going to-do aboui it, Conrades 8t11ll inside the

Communists -- the Cominforn and Stélin, advisé‘you éo practise real
criticisn, from which no offlcial of the party should be immune. The

officials of the party trample this right under foot, They forn a
factlon, seizing and controlling and ruling your party., If you are

8olng to effectively criticise, you must follow the same tactics, as

was advised to the members of the Conmunist Party of Yuposlavia by

'_ the Cominforn, and organize and overthrow that leadership. The

Communist-quection to factlons was based on the theory that democratic
centralism: would prevail. When a ruling faction has abolished donocra-~
tic centralism, it abolishes the restriction on your forning factions,
Go ahead, organize, examine ‘the opportunism practised by CP bureaucrats
in your union or other mass organization, politically criticise that
leadership. Never mind if they expel you -~ they will expel you sooner
or later anyway unloss you eat dirt ani betray your own convictions

end the working class,  You wlll not lose permanently, there will he
organlzation both within and outside of the ‘'officlal CPUSA. The
American Communist Party will be a real Communist Party -- and whon it
becomes that, 1t willl grow and be a bower In the world, like the
Communist Parties of Europe and asla. = ; ‘

r
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THE ROAD, TO THE MARSH
5 1IN 3 - by H..A‘- =" t - :
(A review of "Tito and the Cominfornm" in No. 1 issue of the "Road
Ahead", mimeographed by some expelled comrades, P,0.Box 1684, Durhan,
North Carolina.)

Astonishing rapldity 1s displayed by the publishers of the pamphlet
unicr reviev, They show alacrity in arriving at a "sure" Judgment in
favor of Tlto and the Yugoslav CP, based on what is admlttedly a parbled
report of the Cominform decislon, Tito's answer, and a two weeks' stay
in Yugoslavie by "one of us." This was "a_couple of years s o" ani

he "wzs very impressed by the work of the Yugoslav Comnunists and also

- got the inpression’ of unusual freedom of discussipn and critlcisn in-

(1

8ide the party.” ' (Underlined by H.A,) _

All the eabove would he comnendable in a more worthy cause. We can-
not accept "impressions' as evidence. ‘Facts are our only consideration,
In studying the decision of the Cominfornm in the matter under dige-
cusslon, d1d these authors ask themsselves: Why d1d the parties forming
the Cominform condemm Tito in the perilous state of tho world at this

e 2 " H s : o -10,- -
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:ggﬁitgggg gggﬂcagitalist N3tlons, desporate in the face of tholr
p288ible the Srélt 2 Pl"eparins & wWar of unprecodentci fury to crush if
tho rise of the i gst slave revolt in history? This revolt would be
" natisns would to n zﬁﬁrlﬁl_EEQLEEﬂzlEE- The war by the capitalist
Soclalist sixth o?otivated ¥ith a doslre to wroak vengeance on tho
capitalist naste o world, from which the slaves have driven thelr
own limbe and taps Lore tho slaves havo shakon tho shackles from their
and resourceg oftgﬁ into their own hands and for thcir own use the land
their example 3 olr own country.  Workers of the Soviet Union by
and led by their Bolshevik party, aro aiding the surround-
G nenacg gﬁcﬁagn ﬁhOJfgaihto sociali;m. ing the Comin
AT o ; . wny d @ nartlcs forning c] nin-
grgghgggg§§n~2?0tﬁf thoir component members, put him outside their
tho nos£ con?nll o2 apparently weaken their unity? ihy, oxcept for
BUOR S iy Ang reasons would they risk antagonizing a nation of
ucTh23;;2§%§c 1m§ortance a8 Yugoslavia? ' w4
x iy y 1
t1hRE Ba tcllsughgrrEGV1Gw Paszos gally over these crucial considera

ade [} L ho
charges are falso. ' on the sole basis of Tita's gpawor, that t

subpose the CPUSL will give, when 1t is

_ Bt to Judgnent bofore tho Conmunist movement of tho world,
Tor 1ts opvortunist Petty bourgeois sins? e

The najority of the pPeople expelled from the CPUSA in the past two
years wers driven ou

t for critleising their leadership for precisely
tho sane practices as Tito 1s condemned for by the Cominforn.

NS wonder then, that thoe basic Soclalist question: the dictatorship
of the Proleotariat, should be lost in both the Amcrican ani Yugoslav
Conmmunist partles. There 1s no room for Soclalist ‘consideration in
such a mess. ' ‘ 4

Since this 1is vhat the "Road Aheag" approves, its editors should con-
fees their errors ani seok roadnission into the CPUSA. ,

- Tho crowning piece of arrogance ln the article is whon its authors
accuse tho CPSU (Bolshevik) of "playing the leading role in the spread-
- ing of opportunism." They state: : ] TS

"It secens to have beon a basic and gerlous rilstake that ndst Conmun-
1sts including ourselves procecded on the theory that it was practicall
inevitable that the leadersof, a socialist country would be sound Marxists

The reader pauses in consternation, Here aro the graduates of tho
nost corrupt Comnmunilst Party on earth, a Party that abandoned the idea
of soclal revolution years ago, glving the leadership of the.Bolsheviks,
whlch 1lncludes Stalin, leectures on Morxisn --'a group of floas téaching
the theory of flight to cagles. ] ¢ 3
- These comrades were ablc to arrive a% and publish thoir decision in
loss than two weeks aftor the' first news of the defection in the Conin-
forn reached America, wheroas it required the most painstaking scrutiny
by a conference of the leadeérs of the elght foremast CPah deliberating
on what could have hcen nothing lees than a vast mass 2f ovidence agains~
the accused Tito, before thoy reluctantly published theinr decision of
condomnation. Who says that Amoricans are not excoptional peosple?

Tho pamphlet reviewed here would not be worth the time and paper
required to recfute its arguments oxcept that 1t displays ths rotton
stato of mind, the result of being exposed for a long period to the
tecachings of the "theoroticlans" of the CPUSA, Party membors obliged
to close their minds, forbidden t> questlon any decislon, compelled to
swallow any opportunlst explenations spoon-fod to then by ignorant lead-
ers, and, when they finally gag at such answers -~ thrown out of the

organlzatlon, nocessarily are left in a confusecd nental eondition ang
rebel against whatever ideas, whethsr correct or false, they have
derived from Party teachings. :
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Tho apathy shown by many of the oxpelled °°ﬂrad°9’tﬁ§§130turnod £5

to> the above conditions; while a snall nunmbor havo act SRR R
tho pollution of the toachinge of Trotzky, as ono los %

will slake his thirst at n polson well,

|
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. . ROLE OF THEORY .
' Lack of interest in Marxist theory and negloct of propaganda work
pey load to degenoratisn and to the appearanco of bourgeois v;qwsofaco
Petty—bourseois-complacancy and oconcolt inevitably come to tho surto
in such organisations and those Communists who 'ignore thoory fail 1
800 the sharpening of the class struggle, tho differentiation within
the class forces and the manoeuvres of tho enemy; thoy begln to 1ot
-matters slido and harbor opportunist illusions that cverything will
t?r% ogt alright and that one way or another Socialism will be
victorisus, . :

; Party organisations whosa  leaders arc luke-warn- propagandists of
- Marxlist theory Ilnevitably lose all senze of - perspective, and one can "
expect the nost oxtravagant and pseudo-Marxist "idez2s" and "theories.
- -Moreover, in thesc instanccs pseudo-Marxisn- is usually camouflaged by
left phrase-nongering, N
It 1s obvious that if there 1s no taste for Marxist theory, if -
. thoory 18 ncglected, is not aslaborated and popularised, criticisn and
gelf-critlclen are relegated to the background, for the very essence
of Marxisnm calls for open, mass Perty criticisnm and self-criticlsm,
recardless. of individuals and not for criticiscn behind the scenos.

The Comnunist Party of the Sovict Union (Bolsheviks), created and -
educated by the creat geniuses of revolutionary theory, Lenin and
Stalin, serves as an example to 21l fraternal Communist Parties of
how to approach the development of Marxist theory and 1ts propaganda
anong the broad masses of .the pPeodlGessses - g .

The éuccqss of the CPSU(B).inIbuilding Socialism would-have beon
icpossible had not the Party attached cardinal importancoe to the®
dcvelopment of Harxism and_the.M;rxigp-Loninist,educatlgn of-1ts cgdres.

(Fronm an editorial in Issue #11, April 15, 1948, "For A Lasting

- - Peaco, .for A People's Democracy:", organ’ of the. Communist

. Information Bureau o0f :Europo.) 7. 00 oW oAUy SRS E
L AHHEHENER R

Covies of "For A Lasting Pezce, etc.," organ of the Cominform, and of
Now Times" published by Trud, as well as other Soviet publications .in
Znzlish, nmay be obtalined from-Universal Distributors, 38.Unilon Squaie,
Ncw York 3, N.Y. .. - 3 2qimess B P UM SN AE S A et
o R D R N A e L

SFCC BULLETIN is published by the Sen Franclsco Committee for :
Correspondence, P.0. Box:2533, Station 3, S=n Francisco, Galifornia.
Issued monthly, price 10 cents per copy, or 12 issues for one dollar.
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