Answers to Questions:

The Proposed Changes

In the Communist Orgamzatlon

By Robert Minor

“Won't This Policy, as Ex-
pressed in the Tehran Agree-
mont, and in the Proposed
Changes of Policy by the Com-
munists, Give Capitelism a New
Lease of Life?”

Yes. The carrying out of the
policy based upon the Tehran
Agreement will give our present
forms of world civilisstion, includ-
ing the major portion of it which
is on the capi-
talist basis — a
new lesse on
lfe.

Pirst of all, it
will mean the
survival of the
two largest and
most powerful
capitalist so-
cletdes in the
world, together SOBEET MINOR
with the socialist soclety that now
exists, through united military ac-
tion and consequent victory. With-
out this thers would be nothing to
talk about.

Gecondly, it will mean that the
national economy of these two great
capitalist states, Great Britain and
the United States, are brought into
the position as rapidly as thay are
able to reconvert their national in-
dustrial ic plants, to p d
with full production for post-war
recanstruction with a larger and
more stable market than has ever
been possible in the world before.
Of course, we don't mean to canfine
this poasibility to the great manu-
facturing states; the arrangement
18 a world-wide one.

There can be no ssricus doubt
that the opening up, the stabiliza-
tion and world-wide regulations of
such a huge world market as will
be the consequence of the Tehran
agreement, will restore the eco-
pomic life of all countries that par-
Ucipete in it, and the assumption

is that these national i

in most cases remain upon Lhebuu
on which they now stand. For our
country and for England, as well
as for most of the other countries,
this would mean what the ques-

tioner calls giving cn“lhm “anew
lease on life.”

I suggest that the reader follow
one of the most basic principles of
Marxiam in  understanding this
matter. Many people mistakenly
believe that history moves in a cir-
cle, and they are likely to conclude
that a restoration of the national
economies of these capitalist coun-
tries will mean the reproduction of
that condition of affairs, of world
economy and of political life that
existed prior to the beginning of
the economic crisis in 1929. But
this is not true. History does not

our national economy in capitalist

untries as a result of the victory
of the United Nations can only
mean its restoration under the vast-
ly new conditions created by the
enormous development of history,
of technique and economy, of new
understanding of democrscy and
ripening and building of the llbor

: move in circles. The restoration of

mo of a liberated Burope is
a foregone conclusion. There will
be, for the most part, in all like-
lihood, governments in which all
parties that have oppased fascism
will share responsibility, under con-
ditions for rapid and peaceful so-
cial development.

Our country is one in which the
labor movement has never espoused
soclalism, never oppased capitalism,
but has always favored nothing
more than the most immediate
moderate reforms. The restoration
of the economic life of our country,
with the opening of an almost limit-
less nnrht for the products of our

ies, under
condmom of the enormous growth
of the labor movement, cannot re-
sult in a beckward ‘movement, but
only a forward movement of our
whole national political life.

And everyone must remember
that the American labor movement
is moving into political action as
an essential pert of the great na-
tional unity established as a pre-
requisite for winning this war of
nationsl survival. There has never
been a greater political freedom
than exists now in our country, due
to these conditions. The only his-
toric rison would be the free-

movemen{ which are the inevi
result of the enormous phnnannum
of this world-wide

It will not be a world of 1929, but
a world of the 1940's that will be
restored. It will be a Europe in
which all those most advanced cen-
ters of the world's culture will be
forever rid of the rotting struocture
of semi-feudal tnstitmtiorm, military
castes, etc. That rotting structure
has been turned into a Quialing
structure. It will be swept away.

The post-war governments of Tu-
rope will be those chosen by peo-
ples who have experienced the rule
of Hitler and of Quislings and who
will have felt the meaning of lib-
eration. The unity of the labor

.

dom that existed in the Northern
cities during the great war of the
1880's when the people were led by
Lincoln. OCounsequently the way to

social progress is open. Marxists
cannot demand more.
The mest guestion will be

easmwred in tomorrow’s Delly
Weorker. It will be:

“In 1928 it was seid theat
Cepltalismm Was Entering a
Period of Crisis frem WNAich
There would be no Complete
Recovery. Will Post-Wer Co-
operation Between the Four
Major Powers Prove this
Prophocy Incorvect?™

.



