?'li the Historic Communist Convention

L pleasure and an
c:peﬂenoe to talk to delegate Lila
Mae Thomas, who came to the Com-

New York from Wilmington, Del.

say that there is absolutely no disz-
crimination within the ranks of the
Communists. That means an awful
‘ot to the average Negro.”

munizt organizational convention in|JUST BEGINNING

Lila Thomas remarked casually, as

“ To my way of thinking this|we ended the interview;
elprmlnc Negro woman should get
Com-

“‘Pm not stopping recruiting just
because the drive is over. m only
beginning. 1 believe that the major-
ity of the Negro people in this coun-
try are ready to come into our ranks.

It’s simply a matter of talking to
.| them.”

A striking feature of this historic

i MAE THOMAS, NEGRO SHIPYARD WORKER , SHOWS THE WAY

num workers.

Delegate Fox is a smail businessman.
He's comparatively new—only in the
Ccmmunist movement two years. He
won 55 new members, significantly
enough the majority among Negro
professionals—doctors, lawyers and
small business people,

Of course, the whole CPA knows
by now that the top-flight recruiter
in New Yerk is Mrs. Katie Thomp-
son who did most of her recruiting
in Harlem. Her total, to date, is 121
new members.

One could not find a Negro dele-
3ate one the whole convention floor

g

Or take L. C. Fox from Chicago.

Negro recruiters in New York, Mich-

igan, Illinois, Pennsylvenia, Del-

aware and th® Deep South is ample
»

And it's not only the new Negro
Communists who are doing this
splendid work. One can find similar
stories among the old timers, like
Ben Carruthers, a leader of the
Western Pennsylvania OPA. Ben
had recruited 44 new members up
until the time he left the smoky
atmosphere of that great steel cen-
ter to journey as a delegate to tke
convention. Sally Peek, a cafeteria






