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(Conclusion)
Marxists do not deny the role of the individual in

history. We do not deny the role of

intelligence.” But

. the role of the individual and the role of intelligence are

/

exercised, determined and limited
by a whole complex of material
cbnditions.

“Intelligence” and the “individ-
ual” - Hitler played a role—but
they were not the decisive factor
in bringing the German trusts to
the conclusion that only through
fascism and war could they fur-
ther. their interests under the
conditions existing in Germany.
This was determined by the in-
ternal strength and weakness of
German imperialism and by its
relation to world capitalism and
to its competitors.

It was the internal contradic-
tions, the strength of the Com-
munist Party, the growing inability
of German social democracy to
fulfill its role as a pillar of Ger-
man imperialism, the beginnings
of united” front actions by the
Communists and ramk and file
encialists, that led the German
trusts, by using their “intelligence,”
to the conclusion te establish
fascism.

°

AMERICAN capitalism in 1932-
1933 was confronted by many new
problems, as a result of the crisis,
the struggle of- the masses, the
workers, the veterans, the unem-
ployed, etc., the growing lack of
.confidence among the masses in
capitalism and in the old labor
leaders. But capitalism in the
US.A. was not yet faced with
such problems as was German
capitalism It was the strongest
capitalism, lncompnubly stronger
timn German capitalism, and still

'hnd tremendous reserves.

It was not yet faced with a
working class strongly influenced
by socialist ideas. It still had
alternatives.

Some capitalists wanted to move
in the direction of fascism. But
it was not yet the only alternative
to soclalism. Furthermore, in its
fight for the world market against
its rivals on a world scale, the
maintenance of bourgeois democ-
racy would also be an asset. All
this made it. possible for a Roose-
velt %0 emerge and come to t.he
helm.

Here the role of the individpal
and intelligence was present, but
that role was played within cer-
tair limits, was not the decisive
factor, and was not independent
of the material conditions and
class relations thst WERE the
decisive factors.

°

AND HOW was all this deter-
mined? What happened here was
nothing new or unprecedented.
And it did not happen just by a
conference “and decision on the
basis of supeglor “intelligence.”

The following from Lenin can well

be brought to bear on this polnt
“The beurgeelsie in all coun-

tries

elabarates two systems of gov-

erning, twe methods of struggle

~ for, Ms. intecests ul for the u-
N_ 7 n"a

in practice inevitably -

fense of its domination, and
these two methods now replace
ene another and now interlace
in different combinations. These
arethe methods-of-violence, the
method of refasing all conces-
sions te the labor movement,
the method of supporting all
ancient and dying institutions,
the method eof uncompromising
rejection of all reforms. . . . The
second method~s the method of*
“Uberalizm,” ‘of steps towards
the development eof politlul
rights, of reforms, of coboes-
sions, ete.

- “The bourgeoisle passes from
one method to another, mnet
through the malicious design of
individuals and not by accident,
but by the force of the basic
contradictions of its own posi-
tion.” — Lenin: “Difference im
the Labor Movement, pps. 82-3;
Marx-Engels, Marxizm,
. The history of American capi-
tallsm confirms the truth of
Lenin’s conclusions no less than
the history of world capitalism.
and even under the presidency of
Roosevelt there were evident at
different times between 1933 and
1945 various combinations of the
policy of reforms and the policy of
refusing cuncesxians. Browder.
adopts not only an jdealistic in-
terpretation ot events, but also a
petty=bourgeois ' idealization ot
Roasevelt.
®

NOT ONLY was Roosevelt
brought to power by a complex
of issues and struggles, but the
reforms won by the workers were
o-result of their struggle. Roose-
¥Yelt was devoted to and defended
the interests of the capitalists,
and this led him quite often to
resist the just demands of the
workers. At different times Roose-
velt resisted the policies of the
most resctionary and pro-fascist
sections of the bdourgeoisie, and
yleided to the pressure  of the

(Couuaw on Page 10)

5,000 Copies of
For Allmnylegu

More than 5,000 copies of a call %
a Citizens Legislative Conferencs
of the majority of the people o
Albany, Jan. 10, were issued yester-
day.

Signed by 23 political, labor, civic
religious, .and fraternal group lead.
ers, the call declares the confer
ence was called to “help work ou
a program geared to the interest:
of the mafflority of the people o
New York State, to bring this pro.
gram to the attention of the Legis
lature, and to provide a basis fo
achieving its enactment into law.”

Convening in the Ten Eyck Hote

lat noon, the conferénce in simul
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