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An abridged text of a repert
delivered on July 27 in Chicago
to & midwest conference of
leaders of the Communist Polit-

I. Election Develop-
ments and the
Outlook for No-
vember

America now enters the final
and most decisive stage of the
fateful 1944 elections. Most of the
primaries have taken place. The
national conventions of the two
major parties are over. The Re-
publicans and Democrsts have
chosen their standard-bearers and
their platforms. The crucial last
three months of the election cam-
paign begin. 5y

And this,-the most vital period
of the election campaign, coin-
cldes with the key and most sig-
nificant phase Bf the war in
Europe. N
with the final assa‘ilt of the Allles
against Naazt-occupied Europe and
against Germany itself.

This is to say, the conclusive
phase of the elections in the USA
takes place as the war in Ewrope
nears its end; also as the war in
the Pacific enters a new and more
favorable stage. The suctasaful
invasion of Prance and, above all,
the great and unparalhkied seven-
pronged summer offensive of the
Red ‘Army open the way toward
an early and victorious conclusion
of the war aguinst Hitlerite Ger-
‘many.

This i evidenoced by the decisive
and strategic suxmmes of the Red
Army -and the signal progress of
American and British troops,
which, among other things have
brought about the developing dis-
integration and sharpening crisis
within the Wehrmacht and the
government of the'Reich, as well
as ‘- within the ruling circles of
Japan.

The Nazi enemy is severely bat-
tered, demonalized and is on its
last legs. Its doom approaches.
However, it is not yet smashed.
Heavy, flerce and costly battles
still confront the United Nations
befgre & quick and complete vic-
toty is assured.

REE CONDITIONS

Clearly, the prerequisites for
speedily ending the war, which is
now fully possible, and for secur-
ing a just and durable peace, de-
pend upon three interrelated
things:

A—-’I‘be speediest extension of

the Allied operations in
France, coupled with new land-
ings, so as to fully synchronize
Anglo-American military opera-
tions with the pace and scale of
Soviet operations;

B—Consolidatlng and developing

further the unity and coop-
eration of the American-Soviet-
~British coalition cn the political
and economic fronts, as well as
on the fields of battle;

trengthening national unity

within the country_ in sup-
port of the government’s war and
postwar programs.

It is in the light of these great
needs and national ohjectives, the
fulfilment of which will bring an
early victory and a stable peace,
that we must examine the results
of the Republicah and Democratic
party conventions and the imme-
diate tasks which now confront
labor and the nation.
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GOP CONVENTION

In respect to the Republican
Party and convention, it is neces-
sary to note the following:

The Republican convention mo-
bilized everything for war, not for

war against Hitler and the Axis,
- but for_waging ruthless, unprin-
oled  and
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of the Tegas delegation; and, par-
ticularly, the continuation of the
Roosevelt-labor coalition—all this
will facilitate and continue to
promote the rights of the Negro
preople, as well as the democratic
advance of all the American

= people.

Times Square area of New York City. These sallors kuow how they want te vele and why.

against the Commander-in-Chief
and the government's anti-Axis
program.

The Republican Party placed at

the hesd of its ticket Hoover's

protege, Dewey, and Taft’s nomi-
nee, Bricker. The so-called Old
Guard Republicans kept' and
strengthened their reactionary
coatrol over the GOP. - The Hoo-
vers, Tafts and Vandenbergs, fn
alllance with the pro-fascist Mc-
Cormicks, were and are in the
saddle. They called the tune.

They nominated their candidates..

They molded the platform in their
own image.

On the cardinal issue of for-
eign policy, the Republicans re-
treated fromm the ptogram of
Mackinac, which. in “itself was a
compromise between the Vanden-
berg-Taft forces and the followers
of Willkie. And this retrefit. was,
and is, away from the policies of
Teheran, from the Administra-
tion’s program, as exemplified in
the challenge to Teheran delivered
at the conven by Hoover and’
Dewey.

FOREIGN POLICY

The position of the Republicans
on foreign poljjcy now represents
a new compromise; a compromise
between - the rabid, incorrigible
anti - Sovieteers like McCormick
and Hearst and those like Luce,
who favor limited and short-term
postwar cooperation with the So-
viet Union and Great Britain.
Both of these groups have found
a wide area of agreement to foster
an aggressive imperialist policy of
American aggrandizement and
domlngtion.

Unfortunately, this coalition en-
joys the electoral support of people
like Eric Johnston, who are in
general agreement with the Ad-

tration’s policy of promoting

frien8ly and closer colaboration

of the United Nations now and
after the war. Unfortunately, it
has the support of many win-the-
war Republicans' who, while dis-
satisfied with the foreign policy
of the GOP. are blinded by their
partisanship and group. interests,
are disoriented by their oppesition
to the labor and social legislation

'champ{oned by the Administra-

tion, and are frightened by the
growing strength of the labor and
progressive coalition supporting
Roosevelt.

DOMESTIC ISSUES

The position of the GOP on for-
eign policy predetermines its stand
on domestic issues, especially on
the vital prablems of postwar se-
curity and prosperity. By pro-
pasing to modify or scuttle the

-

qgeament of Teheran; by pro-
paaing high tariffs; by advocating
the abolitiom of price cantrol snd
othtt wartime regulations; by re-
fecting the principle of the nation
guaranteeing full employment; by
opposing governmental aid to help
stimulate private - enterprise and
production; by making irrespan-
sihle wpd contfadictory  promises
to- diverse ‘economir and social
groups; by championing & pro-
gram of states’ rights vs. Federal
resprasihiity and coordination of
estential public werks and of so-
cial and unemployment {nsurance
—by these actions, principles and
platform planks, the GOP has
come forward openly with a .pro-
gram designed to foster infation
and economic chaos, tmemploy-
ment and imsecurity. In short,
the Republicans have sdopted _a
platform to advence the vested
a.terests of the micst predatory
and reactionary monupolies at the
expense of the raticn. “of labor,
agriculture and industry, large and
small. '

Finally, the Republican convens
tion endeavored to don the mantle*
of guardian of liverty ‘a3 ‘tree-
dom . Leaving ssice for the mo-
ment its repudiation and rejection
of the concords of Moscow, Cairo
and Teheran—the guarantees of
the freedom and. independence of
the peoples and nations—let us
examine the position of -the Re-
publicans on democratic rights. .
DEMOCRATIC RIGHYS

The Republicans cried out
against bureaucracy and regimen-
tation. They denounced the al-
leged fascist *tendkncies” of the
Administration:  “‘They ‘took upor
themselves to defend the rights of
the Negro people.: ;

But “the Republicans ' were
strangely silent on the rights of
the soldiers to vote, a right denied
and Thamstrung by Governors
Dewey and Green, and the major-
ity of the Republican Congres-
sional delegation.

The  Republicans were silent on
the 10le of most of their Con-
gressional representatives in vot-
ing against cloture on the anti-
Poll Tax bill. -And by plumping
for “states’ rights,” the Republi-

cans would keep intact the rule -

of the Southern bourbons and
circumscribe or-nullify the Bill of
Rights.

In the name of “restoring lib-
erty,” the GOP proposes to usher
into government a coalition rest-
ing wpen the power of the Hoo-
vers, Tufts and Vandenbergs, of
the America Firsters, of Henry
Ford ‘and  William . Randolph
Hearst. -

In other words, the GOP seeks
governmental pawer for a reac-
tiomary combination which would
aid and encourage the pro-fuscists
and the advocates of a negotiated
pesce, and would entrench their
sinister strength within the party
and the government.
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Now, a few words on the Demo-
cratic party and convention. The
Demoerstic - ticket headed by
Roosevelt and Truman continues

- the national lesdership dedicated

{0 speedily. winning the war and
forging a just peace. It is a ticket
representative not only of the
Democratic Party, but of impor-
tant and  wider sections of the
camp of national unity.

The platform ¢f the Democratic
Party expremes the united pesi-
tion of the Demoeratic organiza-
tions and of all~forces supporting
it to execute and implement thee
victory program of United Na~
tions’ collaboration pursued by the
Presidenj. It is a. platform based
upon and subscribing to the
agreements ¢f Moscow, Cairo and
Teheran. It is a program against
aggression and tyranny and for
the continued unity ot the Amér-
ican-Scviet-British coalition.

With * Teheran as thée  anchor
point, buttressed by stipport of thé
internarional farm, relief and
mongtary conferences, and coupled

) with endorsement of the prin-

ciples 3et forth in the Kilgore Bill,
the ' Democratic - convention ad-
vanced a domestic proggpm to
cope with some of the most vital
postwar economic problems It
adopted points of a program to

‘meet humerous questions affecting

reconversicn, postwar trade, in-
vestments, production and em-
ployment. -

MINORITY GROUPS

On the basis of the ambiguous
wording of the inadequate plank
dealing with the rights of minor-
ity groups. it might appear that
the Democratic converntion yielded
ground to the poll-taxers, to the
Scuthern bourbons on the ques-

«tion cf the rights of the Negro

people, and, therefore, on the issue
of all democratic liberties. But
actuaily such an estimate does not
correspond to the real state of
affairs.

Tre renomination of Roosevelt
and the selection of a viee-
presidential nominee who sup-
ports his policies; the adoption of
a positive and constructive plat-
form for winning the war and the
peace; the convention’s action in
seating the pro-Roosevelt 'ﬂm

Two other aspects of the Demo-
cratic convention need to be noted,
Pirst is the positive and. construc-
tve role and influence of labor,
which was unique in Amerkan
political life and “story. Labor,
especially the CIO, played a key
role in helping determine the na-
tional ticket. By its precanven-
tion activities it helped gusrantes
that Roasevelt would be the Dem-
ocrstic standard-bearer. By its
last-minute activities it belped
elevate Wallace into a position of
nsational stature and political pres-
tige, and prevented the nomina-
tion of a Byrnes or a Rayburn a8
vice-president.

LABOR'S INFLUENCE

Labor also exmrcisad grest in-

| fluence in shaping the program

adopted by the convention. And
labor, AFL as well as CIO, bhas

” emerged from the Democratic con-

vention as a more constfuctive
force and as an independent polit-
ical factor within the camp of
nstional unity and the pohtical
life of the nation. ;
Secondly, the question is put
whether or not labor and the
people, the cause of -progress, suf-
fered by Wallace's defeat for the
vice-presidential nomination?

The answer to this is a cate-
goric NO! b
It is true that Wallace, a staunch
supporter of Roosevelt’s policias
and the leading choite of the
popular forces, falled to secure
the wvice-prexidential nominatiom,
But it is also a fact that the nosm-
inee selected is a win-the-war
candidate and is a cansistent sup-
parter—of Roosevelt’s war and
postwar policies. This can hardly
be judged as a defeat for labor

and the popular forces!
Moreover, it is also a fact tha$
Truman has added certain strength
to the national tickey;” His candi-
dacy was, and is, b&tked by the
AFL and will facilitate the activi-
2zation of the APL and the promo-
tion of united labor action in
support of Raosevelt. Likewise,
Tramsan’s nomination serves to
unify further the Democratic
Party organizations and to enlist
additional canservative and middle
class support- in behalf of the
Pregident’s re-election. In other
words, it tends to. promote a

“broadening of the Roasevelt coall-

tiok and base. ;

: This, of course, does not -mean
that Truman’s nomination has not
created some confusion and
doubts in liberal, labor and Negro

¢ cireles. But this, in the main, can

*and will be overcome when it is
made clear that Roasevelt and the
camp of national unity have been
strengthened and not weakened by
Truman’s nomination.
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The question now arises .as to
the relative voting strength of the
two parties and the forces sup-
porting them.

On the positive side of the
ledger the following should be
noted :

A—The favorable. progress of
the war in Europe, which has
been facilitated by the leadership
and victory policies of the Roose-
velt government. This is and will
further influente millions of Amer-
~icans, of all olasses and party
affiliations, to support the re-
election of Roosevelt so as to
guarantee the most rapid and suc-
cessful completion of the war and
the dsstruction of fascism.

—The orientation and efforts
cf the Administration to help
solidify the cooperstion of the

American-Soviet-British _coalition g
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