Building the Communist Party

By Wm. Z. Foster
ROWDER revisionism,
from its incipiency at
the beginning of the Roose-
velt period, embodied a deep

underestimation of the role
of the Communist Party. Its
tendency was to look elsewhere
—to the trade union officialdom,
to the liberal bourgeoisie and,
eventually, to the National Asso-
clation of Man-
facturers — for
working class
and national
leadership. This =
resulted in a
great neglect of
Party building
in all its phases.
In his revision-
ist degeneration,
Browder came
to look upon our Party as an
obstacle in the way of the work-
ing class and of American de-
mocracy. That was why he dis-
solved the CP into the CPA, and
why he contemplated eventually
liquidating it altogether, as he did
in the South.

The Communist Party has
largely freed (itself from this
poisonous  liquidationism. It has
reacquired an understanding of
the vital leading role of the Party
and, as never before, it is deter-
mined to build itself into a mass
organization, developing its press
into a powerful voice of the peo-
ple. The Party is infused with a
new, invigorated spirit of Party
bullding. In order that this situa-
-tion may result in the maximum
growth of the Party and its press
it is necessary that the Party
leaders and membership bear
carefully in mind at least the fol-
lowing six major propositions:
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Pirst — Our membership must
undertake Party building in a full
realization that it is thereby car-
rying out a major political task.
In the past, especially during the
period of the Browderite revision-
ism, the question of Party building
was relegated to an inferior cat-
egory. It was considered as mere-
ly an organizational matter that
could be attended to after all po-
litical issues had been disposed of.

This incorrect attitude placed a
big barrier in the way of Party
building. Fortunately, the Party is
now rapidly getting rid of such
liquidationist tendencies. A1l
through the Party there is a grow-
ing realization that the workers,
that the whole American pegple,,

in fact, urgently meed a sivong

Communist Party in order to cope
with the evermore complicated
and difficult problems with which
they are daily confronted. This is
the spirit that will really build our
Party. We must never lose sight
of the fact that in building the
Party we are fulfllling a first-
clase political task.

Second—We must have a deep
consciousness of the need to de-
velop the vanguard role of the
Party. Our Party, on the basis of
its Marxist - Leninist principles,
must be clear enough theoretically
and bold enough politically to
speak out definitely on all the
complex economic and political

" problems of our times. The Party

ust understand how to explain
the daily domestic and foreign
problems of the working class and
the people and their connection
with the imperialist, decaying
phase of capitalism. Our press and
other publicity material must
clearly and energetically present
the practical political answers to
these problems and fight vigorous-
ly for them.

The Party is’now making con-
siderable progress in developing
this practical ideological leader-
ship. It bas done especially good
work with regard to explaining the
expansionist role of American im-
perialism, the move to the right
of the Truman administration,
the growing necessity for an in-
dependent anti-monopoly pasty,
the national character of the Ne-
gro question, the problems in
achieving trade union unity, etc.

This active ideological leader-
ship of our Party, far from weak-
ening the bonds with our progres-
sive allies, is laying the basis to
strengthen these relationships.
This matter of ideological leader-
ship is of basic importance. Only
when the workers understand that
our Party is truly the political
leader of the masses will they feel
impelled to join it freely in large
numbers. And by the same token,
it will be then, too, that our pro-
gressive allies will really respect
us as a political force.
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Third—Our Party must also de-
velop a clearer understanding of
the fact that our Party can only
be built on a broad basis in mass
struggle. This means that if our
Party is to grow it must partic-
ipate in all mass struggles of the
workers and the people with its

entire strength and energy—some--

thing that the Party is increas-
ingly learning to do as it frees it-

sell from the long-ingrained

Browder tailism.

It also means that we must not
forget actively to build our Party
while participating In these mass
struggles. Too long have we suf-
fered from the infantile disease
of neglecting to build our Party,
and especially its press, while we
are engsged in mass activities of
varous kinds. This deadly neglect
has in the past cost us many
thousands of good members and
it must be cured at all cgsts. We
must learn to combine mass work
and Party building as related
parts of one operation. Every ac-
tivity of the Party must be sat-
urated through and through with
the consciousness of the need
to build the Party.

Any mass campaizn is only one-
sided if it does not also include -
a well-thought-out program of
Party and press building. One
of the healthiest signs at present
in our Party is that it i1« begin-
ning definitely to learn the vital
lesson of bullding the Parily simul-
taneously with the carrying on
of our general work among the
IASSes.
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Fourth — Another fundamental
for the building of the Paity, in-
cluding its press, is to develop
skill and energy in applying thé
principles of conceniration. The
power of an army, of a political
party, and of various other types
of organimtion, depends upon
their ability to concentrate their
forces directly and effectively for
the accomplishment of a specified
urgent task. Traditionaily, our
Party has been very weak in this
vital respect. This has seriously
hampered us in Party building, in
the development of our mass
prestige, in the winning of dem-
ocratic allies, and generally in the
increase of our political strength,

This grievous weakness simply
must be drastically overcome. We
must learn to concentrate upon
decisive political tasks and upon’
specific Party building in given
industries, areas, or groups of the
population. During the recent
successful membership campaign
considerable progress was made
in developing concentration upon
workers in the basic industries.
Our present Party building cam-
paigns are also steps in this gen-
eral direction. But all this js only
a beginning. Our Party must be-
come an unequalled master of the
strategy of concentration in all
its aspecte.
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Pfth—We muat also learn how
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