THE C.P.A.STRENGTHENS ITS POLICY

By THE EDITORS

NE of the surest tests of a political
O party, Lenin once said, is the at-
titude it adopts towards its own
mistakes. The American Communists
are now undergoing this kind of a test.
The self-critical examination of the seri-
ous errors made by the Communist Po-
litical Association, particularly in the past
year and a half, is now in full swing and
will continue until the national conven-
tion of the CPA in New York July 26,
27 and 28. The discussion, which is pro-
ceeding in CPA clubs throughout the
country and in the pages of the Daily
Worker, has already indicated over-
whelming sentiment in favor of reject-
ing as a basic revision of Marxism the
course originally projected and still de-
fended by Earl Browder which en-
visaged harmonious postwar cooperation
between monopoly capital and labor in-
to the indefinite future.

The CPA National Board initiated
the discussion with a draft resolution,
the highlights of which were presented
in the June 19 NEw Masses. As a
result of suggestions by the membership
and by the recent meeting of the or-
ganization’s National Committee, the
resolution has now been amended. It
will be put into final form by the na-
tional convention.

NEw Masses regards the amended
draft resolution, published in the Daily
Worker of July 2, as a substantial im-
provement over the original version.
Some of the principal changes concern
the characterization of American mo-
nopoly capital. The first version de-
clared that “with the ending of the war
against Nazi Germany, important
groupings of American capital, which
were opposed to German imperialist
world domination, are joining hands
with the most reactionary and pro-
fascist circles of monopoly capital. . . .”
It also spoke of these capitalist group-
ings as being “today frightened by the
democratic consequences of that vic-
tory” [over Germany]. It was pointed
out by a number of Communists that
this formulation continues to foster
the illusion that monopoly capital was
formerly progressive and only now is
turning toward reaction.

The amended resolution discards this
idea. It points out that American
monopoly capital, in supporting the war
against Germany, was actuated solely
by the desire to eliminate a dangerous
imperialist rival, and that “from the very
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inception of the struggle against fas-
cism, American finance capital feared
the democratic consequences of defeat-
ing Hitler Germany.” This explains,
the resolution states, why the monopo-
lists fought against collective security
in the pre-war days, and why even
after the creation of the anti-Hitler
coalition, big business continued to di-
lute its support of the war with all kinds

of hesitations and ‘‘concessions to the-

worst enemies of American and world
democracy.”
policy toward Franco Spain, toward Pe-
tain and Darlan, and the anti-Soviet
motivation behind the delay in opening
the Second Front. The present behavior
of the economic royalists, like that of
their British counterparts, reveals their
alarm “at the strengthened position of
world labor, at the democratic advances
in Europe and at the upsurge of the na-
tional liberation movements in the colo-
nial and dependent countries.” Hence,
the monopolists are trying “to save the
remnants of fascism in Germany and
the rest of Europe” and “to organize
a new cordon sanitaire against the So-
viet Union. . . .” The resolution cites
various political evidences of this trend.
It also sharpens the analysis of the role
of the trusts and monopolies on the home
front.

ANOTHER change in the resolution is

a more explicit recognition of the
fact that while the basic character of
monopoly capital is reactionary, cleav-
ages exist among the capitalists that
make possible cooperation with some of
them. The resolution points out that
“while forging the progressive unity of
the nation, labor should cooperate with
those capitalist groupings and elements
who, for one or another reason, desire
or endeavor to promote democratic ob-
jectives. But in so doing, labor must
depend first of all on its own strength
and unity, and on its alliance with the
true democratic and anti-fascist forces
of the nation.”

Still another change is a more precise
delineation of the approach to the war
against Japan. Wohile calling for col-
laboration with “all democratic forces
who favor and support victory over
Japanese imperialism,” the resolution
declares that “labor and the other anti-
fascists must take cognizance of the
fact that amongst those big business
circles who desire military victory over

The resolution cites the

Japan there are influential forces, in-
cluding some in the State Department,
who are seeking a compromise peace
which will preserve the power of the
Mikado after the war, at the expense
of China and the other Far Eastern
peoples, and directed against the Soviet
Union.” The resolution also warns
against those “who plan to use the com-
ing defeat of Japan for imperialist aims,
for maintaining a reactionary puppet
Kuomintang regime in China, for ob-
taining American imperialist domination
in the Far East.”

Most of the immediate program of
action in the original resolution is re-
tained without change. In regard to
Bretton Woods a clearer formulation
is substituted which begins: “Use the
Bretton Woods agreement in the inter-
ests of the United Nations. . . .” On
the granting of long-term loans and
credits at low interest rates the stipu-
lation is made that this be “without
reactionary interference in the internal
affairs of the nations.” In that part
of the program of action dealing with
the servicemen two additional proposals
are introduced: substantial increases in
the dependency allotments to the fami-
lies of men in the armed forces, and
extension and improvement “of demo-
cratic orientation and discussion in the
armed forces,” with the elimination of
all anti-labor and  anti-democratic
material.

An important change is made on the
question of socialism. Instead of a pass-
ing reference in a single sentence in the
original version, the resolution now con-
tains the statement:

“As class-conscious American work-
ers, as Marxists, we Communists sup-
port this program. However, we be-
lieve that socialism alone can finally
abolish the social evils of capitalist so-
ciety, including economic insecurity and
the danger of fascism and war. But
we Communists realize that the majority
of the American people do not yet un-
derstand that the eventual establishment
of socialism in the USA will usher in
a new and higher form of democracy
and social progress.”

In the concluding section, dealing
with the CPA’s errors, the only signifi-
cant change is the addition of the fol-
lowing: “In ascertaining the grave re-
sponsibility for the opportunist errnrs and
mistakes committed in the recent period,

(Continued on page 22)

July 17, 1945 NM



the partisans of race hate were barring
no holds in their effort to balk an over-
whelming majority who sought to pre-
serve the agency after its funds had
been wantonly sheared out of the War
Agencies Appropriation  Bill in the
House. Wielding every weapon in the
great arsenal of parliamentary devices,
they had conducted a shameful battle
in which they pushed the agency to the
wall against the June 30 deadline of
the fiscal year. Nevertheless they have
discovered that a point of order can be
used for democracy as well as against
it. The representatives of the American
people who have fought for FEPC
made clear their determination not to
be thwarted by raising points of order
against the rest of the bill to force a
reconsideration of the whole matter.
Now the poll taxers and their friends
are talking ‘“compromise”: Give the
FEPC half a loaf, or to be exact, a third
of its normal year’s funds. Starve it
a la Buchenwald, if you can’t manage
to kill it outright. But such a “com-
promise” would actually be defeat.
Starvation rations for anti-discrimina-
tion can never help us solve the prob-
lems that lie ahead. Pressure of the sort
that has so far routed the bilboing
crew of wreckers can still preserve this
vital bastion in the fight for greater
democracy in the USA. But the pres-
sure has to be maintained, renewed and
increased. The White House, Congress
and the Senate must be let know that
we the people want not only the tem-
porary agency mow, but a permanent,
able and functioning FEPC as an in-
tegral part of our governmental ma-
chinery.

Here and There

CHEERS for another decisive victory!
The campaign to liberate the
Philippines is declared over except for
mop-up operations.
® Js UNRRA reviving Hoover
methods of fighting political battles
with food?* The British sponsored
rightist government of Greece received
123,000 tons of supplies in May, while
the “leftist” governments of Poland,
Czechoslovakia, and Yugoslavia, with
far larger populations, received 36,000,
23,000 and 16,000 tons respectively.
® The fascist “big lie” as practiced
in Spain: Franco announced late in
1943 that his “Blue” legionnaires had
all been withdrawn from the German
armies. Evidence just turned up re-
veals that they were in the German
lines to the very end.
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Heirs to Martin Dies
(Continued from page 10)

him! He used to know a Communist
out in South Dakota, he said. The fel-
low used to write to him. But then came
the day when he wrote as follows:
“Mundt, you are just a louse.”

Mundt laughed. It is not easy to
make a man like Mundt mad, or to in-
sult him. I asked him if it occurred to
him they might investigate fascists. He
said, oh, yes, they were investigating
them. He for one didn’t believe in but-
ting into the affairs of other countries.
The Russians could have Communism,
and other countries could have fascism
if they wanted it, so long as they kept
it in their countries. I laughed and asked
him if his understanding of fascism was
that it could be maintained without
making war on other countries. He
didn’t know, -he said. Did he think
Argentina hadn’t been linked with
Germany all along?

“Well, I don’t know,” he said. “I
don’t know whether the Communists
here are linked with Moscow.”

“And do you believe that hoary one
about Moscow gold?” I asked.

“Well, T don’t know—there’s evi-
dence—"

“And it was never brought out?”

“No, it was never brought out,” he
said. “Of course right now,” he said
jovially, “it’s our gold that’s being
poured into Moscow, in the lend-
lease.”

The CPA

(Continued from page 18)

it is necessary to state that while Com-
rade Browder, who was the foremost
leader of the CPA, bears a proportion-
ately greater share of the responsibility
than any other individual leader or
member, the entire national leadership,
and in the first place the National Board,
must and does assume a heavy responsi-
bility for these errors.”

These are the bare essentials of the
principal changes made in the CPA
draft resolution. For further insight
into the issues involved we recommend
William Z. Foster’s article in The
Worker of July 8 and the articles by
Eugene Dennis and John Williamson
in the July 1 Worker. We again invite
our own readers to let us have their
views.

Readers' Forum
(Continued from page 17)

us as we had plans for you with the com-
pany. . . . Pm happy to hear the War De-

partment has changed its policies as they
applied to you. I have always felt that you
were one person who was really fighting for
a principle and carried it through 100 per-
cent. . . . Pve often thought that you were
so far ahead of the rest of us in your ideas
and ideals. . . . You always have put the
boys’ welfare first in your work and it’s the
right way to be. . . .
Prc. JoE SokoL.

Sokol, before his enlistment in January
1942, was a Communist Party organizer
among the coal miners in southeastern Ohio.
He was recently awarded a Bronze Star
medal for heroism during the Battle of Ger-
many, having seen active service in France
and Germany. He is now convalescing in
this country from wounds incurred in Alsace,
France—Ed.

Blueberry Pie

To NEw Masses: Enclosed is a contribution
which fails even to suggest my indebted-
ness to NEW MASSES. . . .

I consider it deplorable and grossly detri-
mental to the war-peace effort, paid for in
lives lost and extended conflict, that there is
such absolute lack of aggressive morale
among most men in service, only because of
a distortion or lack of clarification of the
issues involved. Instead we find “duty-bound”
want-to-get-home-to-blueberry-pie soldiers.
One does not have to have witnessed it as 1
have to see how meager this effort is com-
pared to what it would be if the war were
known as the crusade for life that it is. The
victories of our armies do not disprove this,
nor can it be dismissed by sincere apologists
of the servicemen who say pie involves the
peaceful world all must constantly work for
to insure its existence. It does—but most
regard pie as pie. ‘

Through NEwW Masses I am now able to
go on with a perspective otherwise unattain-
able. I only regret that all others do not have
this basic understanding of the world and
their great part in it. It is terribly hard for
the individual without it, and the world suf-
fers from his not fully contributing.

I hope to send another donation soon.

Prc. R. T. S.
Quonset Pt., R.I.

Marx and Freud

TO NEW Masses: Isidor Schneider’s clear-
cut review of Hoffman’s book Freud-
ianism and The Literary Mind, shows an
earnest need for a truly authoritative left-
wing thesis on the similarities and antagon-
isms between Marxism vs. Freudism. For
while these two sciences are not necessarily
counter to each other, an exhaustive study de-
tailing why and where the parallelism be-
gins and ends should certainly make an im-
portant contribution to analytical thinking.
Potential authors on this
thematic subject please note!
M. DRUCKER.

exploratory
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