By AUGUST THALHEIMER.

At the last meeting of the German Communist
Party important decisions were arrived at, which
are of special interest to the development of the
revolutionary movement in Western countries. On
that account the development of the German Com
inunist Party 1s of particular importance for wes.
tern people; for not only is the activity of the Ger-
man party geographically between Russia and
Western Europe, but it works in a more advanced
miliew than that on which the Russian Soviet Re-
public was founded. The problems which the Com-
munist movement in  Germany must tackle are
mainly those with which all Western civilisation will
ba met. \ ,

Take the agrapran problem as a case in point
Our Russian comrades had to solve this guestion
in a different manner from us, owing to political and
aconomic differences. Great Russia, on the whole,
had hittle to do with the problem of large estates
and cultivation on a large scale, for in Russia large
estates were managed on the small holding system.
The agrarian condifions in Germany, however, are
similar to those in western countries; large estates,
cultivated by the most modern methods on a large
scale, and between these extremes a hardy-culf of
small and large peasant farmers. Whilst France is
particularly interested i1n small seale production,
and Faogland in large estates and their cultivation,
the agrarian problem hefore the German Com-
munists covers both countries, and its solution
should be of interest to them.

The question of tactics, too. which the last Party
meeting dealt with, is of equal importance. The at-
titude of the Communist Party to Syndicalism.
which has taken root in a strange way within the
Party, was discussed at length. In Russia this new
Svndicalism was of no importance, but France must
vackle this phase, and England has similar ten-
dencies to deal with in the T.W.W. movement. Gar-
man Communists, in their decision on this point.
have solved a problem, which sooner or later must
be solved by all western countries. That decision
favoured the sharp division between Marsian Com-
munism and Syndicalist or new-Syndicalist ten-
dencies. The basic problem which this discussion
brought forward was the existence of the political
party; the guestion being whether the Party should
undertake tiie political leadership of the revola-
tronary workers, or should become a sort of general
mixture of an economic political uniform party.
But, the meeting decided against new-Syndicalist
tendencies, and the idea of an economic-political
uniforin party; tvhe development of the political
party, the meeting held to be a question .ﬂ{’ life or
death for the development of the Revelution: the
industrial struggle, on the other hand. requirek
t:lpécial organmisations, namely unions. Few were in
usagreement with this decision, and even those few
showed inclinations of working with the Party
a2aln, [ ‘ _

Further points in the tactics of the party were
those of parliamentary and industrial action. Both
of these problems are equally wital for England,
France, Ttaly, ete.: bhecause with them similar cir.
cumstances to those in Germany prevail. Tn Russia
Parliament had only had a short life, and the
workers had not suffered the same bad experiences
with it as did the German worlkers. Russian trade
unions, too, differ greatly from thosze in Germany
and Wostarn Pnrope. In Russia they were a part
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of the first Russian Revolution, and they bore the
stamp of Revolution on their brow. But in Germany
trade unionism 15 the result of a time of political
stagnation, 1ts bureaucracy and tactics became con-
servative in peace time, and counter-revolutionarvy
in the Revolution. In France., in England, and in
many other western countries revolutionary workers
will have the same task as German workers have in
tront of them: the revelutionising of the trade
LN10NS. .

As for parliamentary action, the mere fact of
being anti-parliamentary does not constitute Coni-
munism; it 18 rather the Syndicalist conception.
For Communists, the Party decided, parliamentary
action 18 a question of expediency an({) not a funda-
mental problem. Syndicalists shut out any possi-
ity ull paritament being used for revolutionary
ends; but the Communist Party recognises this
possibility with certain reservations. The Indepen-
deut Socialist Party is still undecided as to whether
the workers should use Parliament on attaining
power, but we Communists have made our final de-
cision that the Soviet system is the only means of
carrying out the Dictatorship of the Proletariat.
Another marked difference between the Communist
Party and the Independent Socialist Party lies in
the different idea ol the form parliamentary activity
should take. The Independents favour influencing
Parliament itself; the Commuuists only see in Par-
lament a means of revolittionising the masses out-
side of Parliament. The Communist Party of Ger-
many 1s of opinion that abstention from using Par-
lhament 18 onlv justifiable when such abstention
15 a signal for the decisive struggle for power.

How., then, is the counter-revolutionary trade
unton bhureaucracy to be overcome? The Party
liolds the opinion that the trade unions can be made
helptful in the Revolution by expelline the counter-
revolutionary sbureaucrats.  On that account the
Party tonsiders it to be of the greatest importance
tor its members to pull together within the unions.
and thus bring about their revolutionary advance-
ment.  But the new-Syndicalists consider the trade
unions anti-revolutionary, and as such propose or-

ganising the revolutionary element within them for

the industrial struggle in special workers’ organi-
sations.  But the Communist Party is opposed to
this idea on the ground that such outside oreanisa-
tions would be 1neffective, and., further. that the
new merhers af trade unions would he deprived of
the iniffuence of Communists within the unions. We
teal that this problem must be solved in a similar
manner 1n Knoland, and also in France.

Recently, a sort of National Communism has
arisen 1o Hamburg, a group that preaches war
rohinst England, and for that end is veady to join
tssue with the bourgeoisie. - The Communist Party
of Germany thoreughly disapproves of this nation-
alist move, since its tactics are wholly mternational.

The class war on international lines is the only

struggle which must take precedence of the specific

natlonal interests of the workers.

. The class war in England is not identical in all
118 bearings with that of Germany, but analogies
way be drawn between both countries whigh cannot
be without use. There is naturally no question of &
teral transfer of the mothods used in one country
tc another; but the tactics nsed in Germany will
he modified for the particular cireumstances preya-

fenl in Bngland, and ueed accordingly.





