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STOPPING A WAR

1. Another War!

French workers faced a new war in April, 1925, To be sure,
it was not a first class war, but merely a military struggle with
a handful of Moroccan tribesmen. Still, it was war, and the
international celebrations on May Day broke in upon the French
preparations for the Riff campaign.

When Northern Africa was divided among the European
empires, the homeland of the Riff tribesmen fell within the Span-
ish “Zone.” The Spaniards are indifferent colonizers. The Rif-
fians, who are sturdily independent, after some severe fighting
administered a severe defeat to the Spanish troops.

Having won his struggle against his Spanish “neighbors”
Abd-el-Krim was free, during the opening months of 1925, to
turn his attention to the aggressive activities of the French forces
under General Lyautey.

2. Big Business and the Riff Offensive

French big business, like big business in other capitalist
empires, directs French foreign policy. The Riff is an interesting
illustration of the workings of this general rule of modern state-
craft. There too, the French bankers, the French Ministry, and
the French General Staff have worked hand in hand.

The essential economic relations existing between French big
business and the Riff were ably stated in the French Chamber of
Deputies by Jacques Doriot, who has played so large a part in
the stand of the French workers against the Riff War. He
brought these facts to the attention of the French Deputies in his
speech of February 4, 1925,—two months before the opening of
the Riff War.*

The Banque de Paris et des Pays-Bas is one of the most power-
ful commercial banking institutions in France. With its Stand-
ard Oil backing, it is able to exercise an immense influence over
the industrial and political life of France. This bank controls
over half of the 483 million franes of French capital invested
in Morocco.

The Bangue de Paris controls the bulk of this capital directly.
A small amount is handled through subsidiary companies.

*Jacques Doriot, Les Impérialisies et le Maroc, Librairie de 1"Humanité, 120 rue
ayette, Paris, 1925, pp. 13-24.




Two of the directors on the Board of the State Bank of
Morocco (one of them the managing director) are directors of
the Banque de Paris. During recent years the average dividend
on the Morocco State Bank Stock has been 20 per cent.

The Banqgue de Paris also controls the Commercial Bank of
Morocco. Four of its directors sit on the Board of Directors of
the Moroccan railroads. It holds interests in the Franco-Spanish
Fez-Tangier Railroad and dominates such electrical companies
as the Société Général d’Energie Electrique. The Banque de
Paris also controls the Moroccay breweries, the Maghreb Milling
Company, which has a monopoly’ of the Moroccan flour trade, and
the Municipal Slaughter House Company which controls the
cattle market and has the concession for constructing slaughter
houses, markets, etc. The Banque de Paris also has interests in
three important land companies and in a number of construction
companies, It is likewise interested in the Moroccan Interna-
tional Tobacco Company.

Besides these widely scattered business enterprises the Banque
de Paris controls the Compagnie Général du Maroc, whose chair-
man is also chairman of the Banque de Paris. The Compagnie
Général, with a capital of twenty million franes, engages in “all
operations likely to favor the development of Morocco.”

Altogether the Banque de Paris controls at least twenty-five
companies in Morocco. Thus this financial organization is not
only a power in French economic and political life. It is, to an
even greater extent, a power in the economic and political life
of Morocco.

Morocco has proved a lucrative field for French capital. At
the moment, attention is centred on certain iron deposits which
are presumably very rich, While these deposits have not yet
been fully tested out, similar deposits in Algeria and Tunis pro-
duce ore containing 50 per cent of metal, and the iron mining
companies in these two countries have been paying as high as
150 per cent in dividends.

Spain, defeated in her efforts to retain a foothold in Morocco,
turned over her iron ore concessions to the Banque de Paris
group of French business men.* The military defeat of Spain
meant the economic triumph of the Banque de Paris, provided
the French army could do what the Spanish military forces had
failed to do—subjugate the Riff.

*Laobour Monthly, August, 1925, pp. 492-493.
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This is the economic background of the Riff War. French
business wanted to see Spain lose in her fight with Abd-el-Krim.
That gave French business the mines. French business wants
the Riff whipped into line. Otherwise the mines cannot be profit-
ably worked.

3. Food for Cannon and Food for Thought

During the years that preceded 1914, millions of workers all
ever Europe had striven to prevent another war. One of the
greatest leaders in this movement, the Frenchman, Jean Jaurés,
gave his energy and finally his life in the struggle against war
and militarism.

After four years of carnage, the reasons for anti-war activity
were plainer than ever, and while it was true that many of the
militants had died and many more had lost faith, among those
who remained the hatred of war was stronger than ever. As for
the masses, they were learning that if the workers were to prevent
a repetition of the horror of 1914 they must be prepared to act
in their own behalf.

France was one of the chief sufferers during the World War.
With her million and three-quarters of soldiers killed on the field
of battle, with her long lines of mutilated men, with her ruined
cities, her desolated countryside and the intolerable burden of
debt heaped upon the people as a result of the struggle, French-
men had good reason to know the costs of war.

Among the workers peace sentiment is always strong. They
know from bitter experience that they must not only do the
fighting at the front, but that at home, when the blood-letting is
over, they and their descendants must pay for the war. To the
intelligent worker in modern Europe war cannot be justified
without a lot of explaining.

Home and country seemed to be threatened in 1914. The
World War easily became a war of defence in the minds of
French workers and peasants.

The Riff War of 1925 was clearly a war of aggression. The
soil of France was neither invaded nor threatened by the Riffs.
The Riff campaign was a part of the effort of French imperialism
to extend its power over North Africa and particularly over the
Riff minerals. The majority of French workers and peasants
were not even remotely concerned in the outcome of such a
~onfliet.



Had there been no working class press in France and no
understanding of the sweep of modern historic forces these facts
might never have reached the French masses. But the French
workers had learned their lesson in the bitter days following 1914,
and in 1917 the Russian Revolution had broken across the world.

4. What Could the Workers Do?

Hostilities began between the French and the Riffians during
April, 1925. Officially the date is April 28, although there is
some dispute concerning the exact day. On May Day, 1925, the
French armies were again taking the field. France was at war.

There were many apologists for the Riff War. French jour-
nalists described it as an effort to maintain French “prestige” in
North Africa. French politicians insisted that the unstable
Painlevé Ministry did not want the war but considered it an
inevitable phase of French colonial policy. French militarists
accepted the struggle as a welcome relief from the years of
inaction that had followed the signing of the Armistice. To
official France, a war was a war.

But to the French workers war meant higher prices, higher
taxes, privation, suffering, death. Millions of them were ready
to oppose the Moroccan campaign,

When the Riff War threatened, multitudes of French workers
desired to prevent it. When it broke out they wished to stop it.
They knew that the imperial government of France had forced
the war and that the imperialists would not make peace until
their economic objectives had been attained. They were equally
certain that the League of Nations would do nothing to enforce
peace. The unrebuked rape of Egypt by Great Britain during
the preceding year was too fresh in their minds to allow them
to have many illusions about the usefulness of the League in a
war crisis forced by one of the League’s leading members.

If the Government would not stop the war, and if the League
could not stop it, some new method must be found to meet the
crisis. The leaders of progressive working class opinion in
France decided that the only hope for effective opposition to the
war lay in organized working class action. They therefore deter-
mined to oppose the war; to attack and expose the French ruling
class during the war as war makers and war profiteers, and to
make every effort to fraternize with their fellow workers in the
“enemy country,” the Riff.
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5. The Committee of Action

French working class groups opposed to the Riff campaign
began their offensive by organizing the Central Committee of
Action, Originally this Committee was composed of representa-
tives from the General United Federation of Labor, from the
Communist Party, from the Republican Association of Ex-
soldiers, from the Communist Youth Movement, and from the
Tenants” League.*

During the Labor Anti-war Congress held in Paris on July 4-5,
1925, under the auspices of the Committee of Action, the Com-
mittee was reorganized. Members were added representing the
peasants, the colonials, the organizations of women, the General
Federation of Labor, and the Socialist Party., In this form the
Committee represents the nearest approach to a united front that
the French workers have been able to establish since the war.

The Committee of Action has branches or sections in most of
the principal industrial centres of France. There are local
branches, district or regional branches, and departmental
branches. Each time that a labor congress is held in a locality
or in a department an effort is made to have it organize a local
or departmental Committee of Action.

Behind the Committees of Action and affiliated with them, a
movement is under way to organize a Committee of Proletarian
Unity in each factory, shop, station, and mine. All workers who
desire to establish proletarian unity are included in these Unity
groups. No distinction is made regarding political beliefs. They
are the product of a widespread desire to get the working class
together.

The Central Committee of Action, to use the words of its
Secretary, “is not an organization. ' It is a grouping together of
organizations for common action. The Committee does not levy
on affiliated organizations. It is supported by voluntary con-
tributions. It is a united front for a specified object—the
Moroccan War campaign.”

The Committee of Action was directed by the Paris Congress
of July 4-5 to establish local bodies throughout France; to agitate
for the organization of similar committees in England, Spain,
and Italy; to issue a series of appeals to working women, to
young workers, to soldiers, to sailors, to the middle class, to the
peasants and to the colonial peoples. The Committee was also

*L’Humanité, July 2, 1925.



authorized to convoke another Congress whenever this might seem
desirable.*

Vigorous and straightforward pronouncements have been
issued by the Committee of Action. Here, for example, is a part
of its appeal to colonial peoples:

“Comrades of the Colonies!

“French capitalism, in order to increase its immense reser-
voir of human energy and in order better to exploit it, will,
after it has conquered you, deprive you of all the political and
economic rights enjoyed by its own working class, in order to
deprive you of the means of defence.”

Then follow special paragraphs directed to the workers in
Algiers, Tunis, Black Africa, Madagascar, the Antilles, and Indo-
China. Another paragraph warns the colonial workers against
race hatred which is used by the master class to keep the workers
divided. The appeal concludes:

“Working comrades of the colonies—

“You must join hands with the French workers in order to
combat the capitalist manceuvres to divide us. . . . You must
join with the workers of France in order to stop the bloody
imperialist expeditions like that which is now being directed
against the valiant people of the Riff.

“Uphold the French workers.

“Sustain their Committee of Action against the Moroccan
War.

“Join them in demanding peace with the Riff Republic and
the evacuation of Morocco.

“Long live the liberation of oppressed peoples!

“Long live the brotherhood of races!

“Down with colonialism !}

Later in the campaign, when it had been decided to attempt a
24-hour general strike as a protest against the Moroccan War,
the Committee of Action published a statement that read, in part:
“The financial disaster, which will plunge the working classes
into abject poverty is held back only by an understanding with
the bankers, who, wishing the riches of the Riff, will sustain the
Government while it continues the war.”f Following this state-
ment there is a list of the unions that have already agreed to
participate in a general strike.

*L’'Humanité, July 7, 1925,
1L’ Humanité, July 23, 1925.
3L’ Humanité, September 21, 1925,
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6. Propaganda in the Chamber of Deputies

The public struggle against the Riff War has been actively
waged in the Chamber of Deputies. The extreme Left bloc
and their supporters rose again and again to denounce the war,
to explain the economic causes which lay behind it, and to demand
an immediate peace with the Riff. On May 27, 28, and 29,
Doriot, Cachin, and Berthon particularly distinguished them-
selves by the effectiveness with which they challenged the position
of the Government.

An idea of the vigor with which the French Communist Depu-
ties attacked the war makers may be gathered from the Journal
Officiel. At the sitting of May 27, 1925, for instance, Doriot
pointed out that Abd-el-Krim had been in Paris in 1928 buying
arms. Berthon had met him in Paris at the time and at Doriot’s
suggestion he stated the fact to the Chamber. He was able to
give the names of those with whom Abd-el-Krim had dealt, of
the bank that financed the transaction, and to refer to the text
of the contract under which the arms were secured. These facts,
Doriot said, showed that in 1923 French firms were supplying
Abd-el-Krim with arms; that the French Government was aware
of the facts; that Abd-el-Krim was permitted to come to Paris
on a passport officially vised, and that all this was done with the
full knowledge that the arms would be used against Spain. As
a matter of fact, these arms were now being used against France.

Abd-el-Krim, Doriot continued, had been trying for two years
to come to an understanding with France. He had been accused
of aggression against France. Quite the contrary; he had made
every effort to establish peaceful relations with the French Gov-
ernment. To these overtures the French Government had refused
to listen. If it was possible to talk with Abd-el-Krim on the
subject of munitions in 1923, why was it not possible to talk on
the subject of peace in 19247

There was a very good reason indeed for the difference be-
tween the two cases. That reason was the intervention of French
high finance. They wanted to sell arms in 1923, They wanted
to get possession of the Riff minerals in 1924,

7. Doriot Names the Causes of the War

Four reasons lay behind the French aggression against the
Riff in 1924, Doriot specified them:
“l. A question of prestige. Marshal Lyautey has said
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And later we will add there “The Unknown Soldier of Morocco.”



that it was necessary to maintain our prestige by showing our
power to Abd-el-Krim. . .

“2, We wished to get within our protectorate the rich
tribes north of the OQuergha, including at least 40,000 persons,
and line them up against the Riffs. We were trying to set up
a conflict, on the frontier, between peaceful tribes. . .

“8. We wished to secure the fertile territories of this
region in order to drive out the natives in a few years, or a
few months, and turn their lands over to some of the big
colonizing companies. . .

“4, The most criminal object of all—as clearly expressed
in our press—was to deprive Abd-el-Krim of his food supply,
and to bring about conditions of famine by this blockade.”
Doriot then read from the Temps in order to establish his

fourth point. There were objections and protests, but he insisted
that the real cause of the Riff War was hunger resulting from
the French blockade begun in 1924:

“You have spoken of Riff aggression. You should rather
speak of a revolt of the tribes in the French Zone, backed up
by the Riffs, whom you have tried to starve. The war is much
less due to the action of the famished Riffs than to the action
of those who have starved them. (Applause on the extreme
left.)

“M. CuassaicNe-Govon.—Is such language permitted in the
French Chamber?

“M. Desiee Ferry.—You are defending the cause of Abd-
el-Krim.

“Dorior.—As for you, you are defending your friends of
the Banque de Paris et des Pays-Bas, who are making profits
out of these doings. (Cries from the centre and the right.)

“M. Bire.—This speech was written in Moscow.

“VamLant-Coururier.—There has not been a colonial ex-
pedition in the course of which the same means have not been
employed.

“Dorior.—We must admit that it is the French Government
and the Resident General who must shoulder the responsibility
for the existence of these conditions. . . .

“M. Bire.—You carry the responsibility of traitors!

“Dorror.—The opinion of the workers and the peasants will
judge those who were not willing to discuss peace as respon-
sible for the death of the soldiers who fall in Morocco. (Ap-
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plause from the extreme left). The war is here as.a result of
your policies. . . .

“Already two war aims are clearly expressed in all the
papers. The first is to destroy the independence of the Riff
State.

“The example of this Moslem people which, after Turkey,
and with little means, has actually succeeded in revising the
treaties of the imperialists is too dangerous for the imperial-
ists to tolerate. . . .

“That is one of the fundamental causes of your war.

“The second cause of the war is this: the Riff is rich. The
mines furnish a tempting bait for our bankers, The Banque
de Paris et des Pays-Bas is already involved all through
Morocco.

“M. Louis Rorrin.—You would prefer that it should be an
English bank? . . . .

“M. Ernest Ovurrey.—With what can we develop the eol-
onies if not with capital? You would bring nothing but dis-
order. (Exclamations on the extreme left).

“Dorior.—There are, I repeat, three fundamental causes
that take you into the Riff: one, a military cause; . . . one,
a political cause, and finally an economic cause, much more
important than the other two.

“The President of the Council, who is supported by a press
which demands the punishment of the guilty and an ex-
emplary treatment of the Riffs, might oppose his still-born
pacifism to these manifestations, He exhibits it every Sunday
in official ceremonies. (Applause from the extreme left.) But
he will hardly have a chance to use it now as we are already
engaged in negotiations with Spain for a joint offensive, and
we shall doubtless decide to enter the Riff and pursue the
Riffians to their homes.

“We shall see what the future will bring. In any case, you
are accepting the tactics of the military supported by the
bankers. . . .

“M. Pierre-ETienne Franpin—M. Doriot, do you also
suggest the abandonment of Tunis?

“Dortor.—We want Tunis to belong to the Tunisians. We
do not want Tunis to go to Italy or to France. (Applause on
the extreme left.) '

“M., Le Mire.—And France to the internationalists?

12
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“M. JacqQues Dunorn.—France to the French, M. Doriot.

“Dorior.—Yes, France to the French, and not to American
capitalists—Morgan and the others. (Applause on the ex-
treme left.)”

8. International Complications

Doriot then pointed out the danger of a world war arising out
of the struggle for North Africa. Italy was anxious. Spain
was uneasy,

“Britain also is not welcoming your military activity with
enthusiasm. When the English feel that the southern shore
of the Strait of Gibraltar might fall into our hands, they will
become anxious, What will you give them for their
silence? . . .

“Do not forget also that by your action you are angering
the whole Moslem world. . . . Even as far as India a great
movement to help the Riffians financially has been organized.
In trying to increase your prestige in a little corner of Morocco
you have shown your true face as the oppressors of 20 millions
of Moslems, and raised the other Moslems against you. (Ap-
plause from the extreme left. Lively manifestations on many
sides).

“Tue Presinent.—These words are not admissible. France
has never oppressed any people. (Loud applause.)

“M. Frangrin-BourLLon.—This is abominable language.

“M. BarrueLEmy Rosacria—You strike the French
soldiers in the back.

“M. Frangrin-BouvirLon.—It is a shame!

“Numerous vorces.—To the door!

“FroM THE EXTREME LEFT.—Down with war!

“Renaup JeaN.—Those who carry on colonial expeditions
are the assassins. (Applause from the extreme left. Protests
from the other benches.)

“From vartouvs sipes.—Censure him! Censure him!

“Trae Presmext.—I have already protested, as was my
duty, against the words which M. Doriot has spoken. . . .

“Dorior.—You have spoken of the soldiers from our colonies
who died for France during the war. We also have the right
to speak of them. These soldiers came from distant places to
fight for a cause which was not their own! (Applause from
the extreme left. Lively protests from other benches.) , . .
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“Dortor.—At the moment when I was interrupted I was
about to say that at that time you made them promises of demo-
cratic reforms,—of the right to vote. (Applause on the ex-
treme left.)

“M. Gasron TuompsoN.—No! No!

“M. Epouarp pE WarreN,—That is false!

“Dorior.—These promises, made to Algerians and Tunis-
ians, are not being kept today. Movements of disillusionment
and antagonism against you have sprung up in these countries.
Very largely they are dissatisfied with your country. . . .

“Tue PresipENnT.—You should say ‘our’ country.
(Applause.)

“Dorior.—They are dissatisfied with your country, governed
by your class, and they are thinking of giving themselves a
somewhat greater freedom than you are willing to allow them.
. . . This little people, which has long struggled to liberate
itself from foreign domination, needs a breathing space. They
are trying to organize their country. . . . They have already
begun.
“M. Pierre-ETienne Fraxpin.—Yes, with cannon.
“Dorior.—Cannon that you have sold them, perhaps. The
Riffs are waiting for a moment of peace to recommence this
work. They would gladly receive the news of peace nego-
tiations. . .

“During twenty years Morocco has cost 12,000 lives, accord-
ing to the official statement. The present war will devour
thousands more, . . . While soldiers die and the expropriated
natives suffer, the bankers are making scandulous profits, and
some dividends are up to 30 per cent! .

9. Doriot Tells the Soldiers to Fraternize

Doriot then read from the letters written by soldiers, express-
ing their dissatisfaction with the war, and demanding its ter-
mination. He was repeatedly interrupted and attacked during
this portion of his speech.

“Dorror.—Tomorrow, gentlemen, when, leaving France with
such a spirit of opposition, the soldiers reach the front and
realize that in the interior of this country, workers and peas-
ants like them want immediate peace with the Riff, and that
those who govern France refuse to take the least step in this
direction, they will consider themselves no longer bound to

15
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you. They will seek out the means to end the war that you
wish to continue. They will remember that, in other circum-
stances, the marines on the Black Sea. . . . (Applause from
the left. Lively protests from other benches.)

“M. Dusoys-Fresney.—It is a call to mutiny,

“Dorior.—. . . as later on our soldiers in the Ruhr held
out their hands to the workers who were opposing them. They
will also remember that on this same Riff front the Spanish
soldiers have talked with the Riffians. (Applause from the
extreme left. Lively protests from numerous benches.
Tumult.)

“Numerous vorces,—Censure !”

After a period of disorder Doriot was again given the floor to
make his position clear,

“Dorror—Permit me then, so that there may be no mis-
understanding. .

“GénEraL Sarnt-Just.—The Government should jail you!

“Tue Presmext,—M. Doriot, I ask you, have you invited
our soldiers to desert?

“Dorior.—I said: Tomorrow, when they learn that in the
interior of this country workers and peasants like them desire
immediate peace with the Riff, and believe that it is possible
to obtain this peace, and that the governors of France refuse
to take the least step, they will consider themselves no longer
bound to you. They will seek the means of stopping the war
that you wish to continue. (Interruptions from various
benches.)

“Let me read to the end, gentlemen.

“They will remember that, under other circumstances the
marines on the Black Sea refused to fire on the revolutionary
workers of Russia . . . that the soldiers of the Ruhr fratern-
ized with the Germans. (Protests. Tumult.)

“M. Cuarres Francois,—It is not true!

“Dorior.—I say that the soldiers in the Ruhr fraternized
with the German workers; that the Spanish soldiers on the
same Riff front were not afraid to talk with the Riffians and
I add: they will hold out a hand of friendship to those that
you now call enemies. They will impose peace on you. That
is my conviction and my belief. (Applause on the extreme
left. Protests from other benches. Tumult.)

“FroM MANY BENCcHES,—Censure!

iy



“Cornavin,—Down with war!

“M. Anpri Frisoure.—You are bargaining with the blood
of soldiers.

“Tue PresmEnT—I must say to M. Doriot, and to the
Assembly, that these words are grave side by side with those
already pronounced. If, unluckily, a soldier, in a careless
moment was caught, lacking in military duty . . .

“Anpri BerrHON.—Make peace!

“Tue PrEsIDENT.— . . . was caught under the conditions
indicated by M. Doriot, he, Doriot, would suffer no ill effects;
the poor soldier would risk his life.

“Prolonged tumult. The deputies on the extreme left rise
and sing the International. Applause. Protests. The Presi-

L’Humanité, July 11, 1925
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dent puts to the Chamber the question of censure. Doriot is
censured.
“Tur PresmmentT.—M. Doriot has the floor to finish his

“Dorror.—Gentlemen, I finished my speech with my appeal
to the soldiers. The appeal to fraternize was my last word.”
Other sessions of the Chamber during which the Communist

Deputies spoke against the Riff War were no less tempestuous.
Economic fact and political propaganda, clear-cat and un-
equivocal, was directed again and again at the French war makers
and imperialists,

10. French Imperialism Gives Itself Away

Once in a long time the secrets which imperialists whisper in
one another’s ears are shouted from the house-tops. This hap-
pened in 1917 when the Russian revolutionists published the
secret treaties found in the files of the Tsarist Government. It
happened again in June, 1925, when Doriot rose in the Chamber
to read a letter written by M. Vatin-Perignon, chief of Marshal
Lyautey’s personal staff at Fez, to M. Pierre Lyautey, nephew
of the Marshal, living in Paris.

It was one thing to have a Communist Deputy describe the
objects of the war and point out its causes. It was quite an-
other to have these facts from the headquarters of the General
in command on the Riff front.

The letter was dated May 25, 1925. It is reproduced in full
in the Journal Officiel for June 28. The letter asserts that the
French were not surprised by the Riff attack. On the contrary,
“the Marshal was so well informed and had so thoroughly fore-
seen what was to happen, that, from January, 1924, on (see his
reports to the government) he was preparing for war.” Marshal
Lyautey had built a line of blockhouses north of the Ouergha.
These blockhouses served the double purpose of excluding the
Riffs from the rich Ouergha valley and of forcing the French
prohibition against trade between the valley and the Riff,
These blockhouses were constructed “in May, 1924, while Abd-
el-Krim, his attention taken up by the Spaniards, could not
react. . . . This front was established on a strategic line . . .
without striking a blow. After May, 1924, this front was rein-
forced, fortified, and its communications with the base secured
by a system of roads, bridges, and railways,”
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The system of blockhouses, the letter explains, was intended
to hold back the enemy until the arrival of reinforcements.
“These reinforcements were arranged for and ready either in
Algeria, or in France. That is a secret of general mobilisation
which ha. not been and must not be revealed.”

The letter concludes with some comments on the difficulties
which eonfront the French in view of the fact that the enemy
territory, the Riff, lies within the Spanish zone.

“Either he will treat with us—but what will be the value
of that for the future? Or he will continue to attack us, now
on one point, now on another: which means a perpetual state
of war. Or, in agreement with the other Powers, we can in-
vade his territory, and that is a very big business (c’est une
trés grosse affaire.)”

M. Vatin-Pérignon concludes by stating that:

“The Marshal is entirely and fundamentally in agreement
with the Government, and the latter is doing all that it can,
all that it should. The duty of all good Frenchmen, who do
not forget that our future in Morocco, that is to say, our
future in the Mediterranean (Algeria, Tunis), is at stake, is
to support the Government on this point with all their
strength.”*

The letter created a sensation. Its author immediately re-
signed as chief of Lyautey’s staff. No denial of its contents
ever appeared and it has been generally accepted as a correct
statement of French imperial policy in Morocco—a policy of
deliberate aggression based on military conquest.

11. “Set Morocco Free!”

Again on June 28 Doriot, speaking in the Chamber, reiterated
the position of the Communist Deputies. “If we were in power
we would bring an immediate end to the French occupation of
the colonies.” M. Renaudel interrupted with a question as to
whether he had correctly heard. Doriot retorted: “We shall
arrive at power by the revolution, It will be a proletarian die-
tatorship. We shall proclaim the independence of the colonies,
Algeria, Madagascar, and all the colonies will have free choice
as to their form of government.”}

*A pamphlet roducing this letter and giving a full report of the debate im

Militarism

the Chamber is published by I'Humanité, 142 rue tmartre, Paris: Le
Froncais a 'oewvre ou Maroc; 5 cents.

tL’Hwmanité, June 24, 1925,
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Never was the issue made clearer. Never were there more
emphatic and categorical statements concerning the right of self-
determination for small peoples,

12. The Press Barrage

French radical journalism is always vigorous. The writers
and cartooonists on I’Humanité and the other French papers en-
gaged in the anti-war offensive have been at their best during
their campaign against the Riff War.

Day after day I’Humanité has carried great streamers across
the front page such as: “Immediate peace!” ‘“Make peace with
the Riff!” “The Moroccan menace! All together against the
bankers” war.” “The War for bankers’ profits.” “The Workers’
Congress against the Moroccan War—one sole remedy—working
class unity!” “By order of high finance our soldiers must de-
stroy a people fighting for its independence.”

The moral of all these headings is the same: a demand for
the cessation of an imperialist war.

In the upper right hand corner of the front page of I’Humanité,
where the New York Times ordinarily reports the weather, the
editors ran a series of brief commentaries, challenges, and de-
mands concerning the war. For example (July 25, 1925):

“Abd-el-Krim offers peace. Here is the reply of The New

L’Humanité, July 27, 1925
Their new formula (Dead for prestige).
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Age, official organ of the Left Wing: ‘Airplanes! Munitions!”
The next day, at the same point in the paper:

“The Government lied!

“It has always declared that Abd-el-Krim takes no prisoners.

“Now the Riff chief offers to return without ransom a third
of the prisoners that he holds, both Spaniards and French.”

Two days later (July 28):

“Twice, Abd-el-Krim, who is a ‘barbarian,” has stated his

ace terms.

“M. Painlevé, ‘civilized,’ ‘democrat,” ‘pacifist,’ is against
secret diplomacy.

“But he has not once stated his terms of peace.”

These spectacular attacks on the Riff War have been accom-
panied by editorial comment, citations of military oppressions,
stories of prosecutions of those guilty of agitation against the
war, cartoons, calls for protest meetings, and letters from soldiers
at the front. All this material has been courageous, straightfor-
ward and unflinching in its denunciation of the government and
of the war.

The call for a meeting printed across the front page of
PHumanité for May 10 reads:

“People of Paris, the French imperialists have recommenced
the Moroccan War.
“It will be long and bloody.

* * *

“Enough bloodletting! We must finish with this Moroccan
nightmare !

“Comrade soldiers, fraternize with the Riffs.

“Workers of Paris, join with us in demanding immediate
peace with the Riff and the evacuation of Morocco.”

Another call for a meeting printed on June 28 reads:

“Down with the Moroccan War!

“Socialist workers, see that you are represented at the

Workers’ Congress on July 4 and 5.”

At a campaign meeting held by the Socialist Party, the secre-
tary of the Sedan region presented to the workers of Vrigne-
aux-bois the following resolution which was unanimously passed
and printed in ’Humanité July 24, 1925: “The working men and
women of Vrigne-aux-bois protest vigorously against the Mo-
roccan War, and have decided to struggle by every means against



the abominable butchery now in progress, to boycott the manu-
facture and the transport of arms and of munitions to Morocco,
and to demand the immediate cessation of hostilities, the recog-
nition of the Riff Republic, and the return of all our soldiers
to France.”

13. A Frontal Attack on Imperialism

Throughout the anti-war campaign the editors of I’Humanité
kept the economic aspects of the war in the foreground. On
June 19 an appeal from the Communist International was printed,
reviewing the economic and political situation with particular
reference to the Riff War., On July 2 an appeal to French
intellectuals signed by Henri Barbusse and a large number of
fellow journalists denounced the war and called upon the French
‘workers to enforce peace. On May 21, 1925, I’Humanité printed
a story of the visit of Abd-el-Krim to Paris in the spring of 1923,
giving names, dates, and other minute data connected with his
purchasing of arms and ammunitions from French houses.

“The workers are against all European imperialism,” declares
VPHumanité in its issue of July 20, because “the defeat of French
imperialism will signify the immediate cessation of hostilities and
the saving of precious working class lives.” Therefore, “the
French workers hope for and wish this defeat,

“Down with the criminal Moroccan War!

“Down with French imperialism!

“Peace without phrases!”

The Republican Association of Ex-soldiers (A.R.A.C.) issued
a vigorous appeal which appeared in I’Humanité May 21:

“Ex-soldiers, victims of the war, up!

“There is no money to pay pensions to the victims of the
war !

“There is money, on the other hand, to support the war in

Morocco. . . .

“The natural riches of the Riff are coveted by French
imperialists.
“There lies the secret of the Moroccan expedition.”

14. Fraternize!

Doriot in the Chamber, I’Humanité and other papers, The
Barracks, The Conscript, and The Advance Guard, circulated
among the soldiers, handbills secretly and illegally distributed
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5 L'Humanité, July 29, 1923
Long live France, in God’s name! Let the French proletariat perish!



among the soldiers and sailors, placards posted in the barracks—
all have advised the workers in the French army and navy to
fraternize with the Riff. As the cartoonist Deschamps phrased
it: “They force you to fraternize in death. Why not fraternize
in life?”

At the beginning of the struggle I’Humanité published a front
page appeal to the relatives and friends of soldiers, advising
them that the Government was hiding the truth concerning the
Riff War and that it was necessary for those interested in the
soldiers to publish the truth, since the government would not
even tell how many soldiers have been sent “to fight the war of
the bankers.” “They pretend beside that the soldiers are happy
to take part in this war for the profit of colonial freebooters, of
parliamentary speculators and of the Banque de Paris et des
Pays-Bas, of which the sole object is to wipe out a free people
in order to use their rich mines. But we know that the soldiers
leave, shouting ‘Down with war! Peace with the Riffians!" "

The appeal concludes with the request that all letters and
other information from soldiers be sent to I’Hwmanité. Large
quantities of this material have since been published.

:

T " L'Humanitd, A 13, 1925
Soldiers, I am proud of you!
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On July 1 UHumanité printed the story of a soldier who
turned to some women as he was taking his place in the train
and said: “Have some children in order that the bourgeoisie
may send them to the shambles at the age of twenty.” On July
24 I’Humanité printed a letter in which a soldier writes: “Again
we are the victims, as were our parents, we who demand nothing
but peace and who have no interest in making war.” In the
course of this letter the writer refers to “our great national
butchers, heartless and without guts.”

The Central Committee of Action, in its appeal to soldiers
and sailors, wrote:

“Despite the promises which were made to us in 1918, war
has begun again in Morocco, and it is as horrible as that which
ravaged the earth during more than four years.

“The object of this war is not to save national honor. They
are sending you to die in Morocco in order that the bankers
may get their hands on the rich resources of the Riff Republie,
to enrich a handful of capitalists. . . .

“Fraternize with the Riffians.

“Stop the war in Morocco.”*

Two days later, on July 22, I'Humanité printed the following
comment on the war:

“The workers of this country realize more and more that
the Moroccan War was started by the military clique at the
direction of European capitalists, in particular of French
capitalists, in the person of the Banque de Paris et des Pays-
Bas.

llWhy?

“Because capitalism hopes, after the defeat of the Riff
people, to secure the deposits of iron and copper and the
reserves of petroleum that lie in the Riff subsoil.

“That is why and that is for whom the sons of workers and
of peasants are being killed in Morocco.

“It is against them, and against that, that the Riffians are
defending themselves. . . .

“The imperative duty of the workers who would hasten the
end of this criminal slaughter and who would spare the lives
of our sons and of our brothers is very plain:

“Workers of France and of the Riff, fraternize!”

*L’'Humowité, July 20, 1925,
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15. Behind the Campaign—the Workers

Behind the anti-war campaign which has been prosecuted with
such vigor are millions of French workers and peasants. With-
out this constituency the movement would have been crushed at
its inception.

Before the Moroccan War began, French Communists had
changed their form of organization from a political to an
economic basis. Instead of being organized by districts they
were organized by shops.

When it became apparent that the war would be of consider-
able duration two workers’' congresses were arranged, one for
Paris and its environs, July 4 and 5, and one for Lille and the
northern districts of France, July 12. Both congresses were
notably successful. Both consisted of delegates elected directly
from the shops and representing the wishes of a great body of
French workers, The Paris Congress seated 2,470 delegates,
representing approximately 1,210,000 workers. Among these
delegates 195 represented General Confederation of Labor
(Amsterdam) unions, 155 were members of the French Socialist
Party, and 343 were non-party or independent. Throughout the
sessions of the Congress, workers from shops, factorics and
offices rose to say simply and directly that what their fellow
workers wanted was united labor action to smash the Moroccan
War and to protect the standard of living of the French
workers. Fraternal delegates from surrounding countries spoke
to the Congress in the name of peace and unity. Liebaers, Sec-
retary of the Belgian Garment Workers’ Union, concluded a
carefully reasoned speech by saying:

“Workers of France! You are faced with this alternative,
from which there is no escape. You will either pay dearly for
the error of your divided forces, and will allow still heavier
chains of slavery to be riveted upon you. Or else, by Trade
Union Unity, you will be able to stop the criminal war in Morocco,
and then to forge the weapon which the workers need for their
final emancipation.”*

The Paris Congress issued a statement to the workers of the
cities and country of France and of the colonies, in which it
asserted that “a handful of bankers, masters of the earth, masters
of all Moroccan production, wish at any price to extend their

*Workers' Weekly, July 10, 1925,
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domination over the portion of territory that Abd-el-Krim and
the Moroccans have liberated from the yoke of Spanish
capitalists.

“The bankers wish to conquer the Riff mines.

“The bankers wish to destroy the Riff Republic because it
has become for all oppressed colonial peoples a symbol of their
independence.”*

The Congress at Lille, one week later, was equally successful.
There were 1,189 delegates representing 282,000 workers. As
in the case of the Paris Conference these delegates spoke for
the various Left Wing elements of French labor.

These Congresses have been described as the first Soviets of
France. In one sense the description is correct. They represent
neither political parties nor political ideas, but a new werking
class consciousness of power and responsibility,

16. The Imperialists Fight Back

This description of the valiant struggle which the French
workers have organized against the Moroccan campaign has been
written as though radicals in France were free to speak their
minds and carry on their propaganda unhampered by govern-
ment interference. The case is far otherwise. By June 18

*L’'Humanité, July 9, 1925.

L’Humanité, September 14, 1925
Do as we do! Fraternize!
29



I’Humanité was able to report 117 arrests with numerous prosecu-
tions instituted against other comrades. These prosecutions had
been instituted in cities as widely scattered as Paris, Toulouse,
Nancy, Tours, Saint-Etienne, Calais, and Lyons. On July 26
U'Humanité reported three comrades imprisoned for two weeks
as the result of the calling of a shop meeting.

“The Republic of bankers, bourgeois, liberals and Socialist
leaders, accomplices in Moroccan propaganda, has nothing to
learn from the monarchist regime of the middle ages. It
allows the big legal thieves to run the roads and throws into
its dungeons the sincere workers who are struggling against
oppression.

“Since the 10th of July Comrades Raux, Le Troadec and
Ringuit have been kept in absolute solitary confinement in the
prison of Avesnes (Nord).”

Late in September, the Secretary of the Central Committee of
Action estimated that there had been about 400 prosecutions and
something over 100 convictions. Leaders in the big cities as well
as more obscure workers had been prosecuted, but with this
difference: the leaders were ordinarily given suspended sentences,
while unknown workers in the smaller towns were sent to prison
for as long as six months for posting up bills denouncing the war
and advising the soldiers to fraternize with the Riffians.

On Monday, October 12, 1925, the Central Committee of
Action called a 24-hour general strike as a protest against the
Moroccan War. The strike was particularly successful in Paris
where it tied up the transport service and brought tens of
thousands of workers to the streets in a vigorous anti-imperialism
demonstration.

17. Working Class Action against War

The decision of the French workers to adopt these class con-
scious tactics marks a very important change in the attitude of
the working class of Europe toward war. Heretofore, the
European workers have been satisfied to carry on general propa-
ganda during peace times and then, when war did break out, to
fight patriotically for “victory” and “glory.” Such tactics imply
the acceptance of the economic situation out of which wars grow,
and merely oppose each particular war as it arises without any
effort to get back to its causes or to prevent it at the source.

The French workers who organized the campaign against the
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Moroccan War of 1925 decided to fight the economic system
primarily and the war only incidentally. Their campaign was
not so much a campaign against war as it was a campaign
against bankers, profiteers and concessionaires whose activities
make war inevitable.

Class conscious working class action against war may take
several forms. First, there is anti-war and anti-militarist propa-
ganda which points out the causes of war and shows how owners
profit while workers pay. Second, there is the propaganda in
the shops and in the industries. This may include anything from
a boycott or a refusal to handle military stores to a general
strike whose object is the paralysis of the government in its
effort to conduct the war. Third, there is the propaganda in the
army and navy. This propaganda may aim merely to undermine
the morale of the soldiers and destroy their confidence in the
government, or its object may be mutiny and aggressive refusal
of service on the part of the enlisted men.

Anti-war propaganda can be carried on legally so long as the
government permits it. Political boycotts and strikes are effec-
tive only when the workers are thoroughly united. A general
mutiny on the part of the army and navy presupposes a revolu-
tionary situation of a very intense character. The leaders of
the French movement steered a course which involved neither a
general strike nor a general mutiny but which was aimed to
undermine both industrial and military capitalist morale and to
lead to fraternization with their fellow workers in the Riff.



Not Subsidized Yet!

L e m——

The NEW MASSES will not receive any money

from the American Fund for Public Service until
its editers raise $8,500.

We must have this $8,500 before we can get out our

first issue. Wdl you help us NOW? Will you

let us send you a prospectus describmg our plan
for launching this creative ndvcuturc i American
}ouma]xsm’

The NEW MGSSES will print poetry, short storics,

book reviews, movie and dramatic criticisny, st

hand reports of big strikes and other national
events, cartoons, serious drawings and sketches.

Our sympathy and allegiance will be ungualifiedly
with the international labor movement, but we
shall have no connection with any political party.

OUR CONTRIBUTORS

Michasl Gold, James Rorty, Huge Gellert, Joseph
Freeman, John Sloan, Maurice Becker, Helen Black,
John Dos Passos, William Grepper, Freda Kirchwey,
Louis Lozowick, Art Young, Sherwood Anderson,
Cornelia Barnes, Carlton Beals, Van Wyck Brooks,
Howard Brubaker, Stuart Chase, Glenn Coleman,
Miguel Covarrubias, Stuart Davis, Adolph Dehn,
Max Eastman, Arturo Giovanitti, Waldo. Frank,
Susan Glaspell, H. J. Glintenkamp, John Howard
Lawson, Claude McKay, Lewis Mumford, Eugene
O'Neill, Elmer Rice, Lola Ridge, Boardman Robinson,
Carl Sandburg, Upton Sinclair, Jean Toomer, Louis
Untermeyer, Mary Heaton Vorse, Eric Walrond,
Walter F. White, Edmund Wilson, Jr., Charles W.
Wood, Egmont Arens, Paxton Hibben, Robert Dunn,
Al Frueh, Rex Stout, Floyd Dell.

Send Money to The NEW MASSES
39 West 8th St.. New York




SCOTT NEARING’S LATEST BOOKS

Dollar Diplomacy. (Collabora-

tion with Joseph Freeman.)
A detailed study of Ameri-
ean Imperfalism In China
and in the Amerions during
the present century. Tha
book contming maps, charts,
and numerous refercnces (o
orlginal doocumente The first
authoritative examination of
present day United States
fmperialism. 363 pages;
32,60, postpald,

Edwentionnl Frontlers, Hx-

piains how the goose-step
has been introduced Into the
schools; why mast leachars
do not think; what happens
10 those who do. It relates
the youth of Ameriea to the
world struggle for a new
social order, and shows why
tenchers, as o body, belong
{n tls Ishor movement. 258
pages; $1.80, postpald.

The Amerfoan Nmpive. Tells

why and how the American

roling class has oome Into

powar; sxplaing the dottrine

of pan-Ameriganism®”; com-
pares the pogition of the
United States with that of
other great empirves; states
the American program for
world dominstion,

The Next Step. Peints out the
caysss of Lbe present world
muddle; presents a plan for
organlzing sach of the main
diviafons of Industry on &
warld basis: describes the
eeomomis world state that
will he croated by the fod-
eration of these divisions,
and tefln what the world
producors’ federation would

do to stubilize und direct the:

economie activities of man-
kind. ’

Through a special arranige-
ment The American Empire
and The Next Step are sold &t

$1.10 per set in cloth binding.

Order wow from

SOCIAL SCIENCE PUBLISHERS
7 West 106th Strest
Now York City




	Stopping a war: The fight of the French workers against the Moroccan campaign of 1925
	Recommended Citation

	Front cover
	Front cover

	Inside front cover
	Inside front cover

	Title page
	Title page

	Table of contents
	Table of contents

	Stopping a War
	1. Another War!
	2. Big Business and the Riff Offensive
	03
	04

	3. Food for Cannon and Food for Thought
	05

	4. What Could the Workers Do?
	06

	5. The Committee of Action
	07
	08

	6. Propaganda in the Chamber of Deputies
	7. Doriot Names the Causes of the War
	09
	10
	11
	12
	13

	8. International Complications
	14

	9. Doriot Tells the Soldiers to Fraternize
	15
	16
	17
	18

	10. French Imperialism Gives Itself Away
	19
	20

	11. "Set Morocco Free!"
	21

	12. The Press Barrage
	22
	23

	13. A Frontal Attack on Imperialism
	14. Fraternize!
	24
	25
	26
	27

	15. Behind the Campaign - The Workers
	28

	16. The Imperialists Fight Back
	29

	17. Working Class Action against War
	30
	31


	Inside back cover
	Inside back cover

	Back cover
	Back cover


