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EDITOR'S NOTH:—Today we
publish another article by J. T.
Murphy, the British Communist
and trade unionist, telling of the
conditions confronting the work-
ing class in the British Isles, This
article will be followed by another

tomorrow,
L]

A FEW weeks ago, I ventured to

write, “The traditional policy
of Britain is taking its own inevi-
table course whether under the garb
of pacifism or war, She must com-
bine against the dominant power in

dominates the situation and Maec-
Donald perforce must aim to bring
her to heel, Within a singie week
three important steps have been
taken in this direction. The redue-

per cent to 5 per cent has been con-
firmed. A further letter has been
exchanged with Poincare. The air
estimates have bean increased.

The first 1tem can be counted one
up for Germany and British trade.
It met with slight epposition. Lloyd
George divided himself from the
Liberals against it, indicating by
the’ way that the united household
of liberalism is not so hapny as it
might be. But his opposition was
only a question as to the value of
this concession to Germany as a
bargaining weapon, ~ The Tost was
the opposition of Toryism to what
might be deemed the abolition of a
little tariff reform.

MacDonald Aping Wilson,

But the letter to Poincare gets
us on to another plane, This is
MacDonald’s first big effort to step
into the arena cf uropean politivs
as the re-incarnation of Wilson.
Wilson fell before Clemencecu and
Lloyd Georgze thru making conces-
siong in order to preserve a dream.
Not only were his concessions ac-
cepted but his schemes were seized
by others as the means to outwit
him and thz forces he represented.
His League of Nations scheme was
taken out of his grasp and made
the instrament of the Allied Su.
preme Council which left Wilson out
in the cold. From that day forward
there has been a constant gtruggle
within the League for the domina-
tion of its policy. MacDonald’s em-
nhasis on the League is as much a
part of the rivalry betwecen France
and Britain as it was when Lloyd
Seorge sounded a similar note, Mae-
Donald wants Germany in the
League because it is perfectly clear
that any rehabilitation of Germany
is going 10 give Britain a fairly
good grip upon the actions of Ger-
many. His plea for interrational
control of occupied areas is directed
towards limiting the military power
of France. His concession which
alters the British government’s at-
titude to the l‘ellﬂ%; of debts and
reparations from that ag defined in
Lhe Balfour letter, is no concession
in policy but only an indication of
change of -circumstance which he
alms to use in a dual direction. First
to get as much as possible out of
reparations and second, to draw
America into joint action with Brit-
ain  with a view to modifying the
debt relationhips.

Europe, wnoever it may be.” France |

tion of the reparvations tax from 26,

A Dangerous Step,

| He 1s treading on exceedingly
idangerous ground. It is one thing
|to outmanage a Wilson in a Euro-
| pean eombination at a time when
|the economic penetration of Europe
by American finance was relatively
weak., It is another thing to out-
maneuver American financiers when
they have got their talons iuto
{ Europe and DBritain too. The great
| plea for American intervention has
| always been, so far as MacDonald
{is concerned, on the grounds of
{ world . democracy and democratic
idealism. But great powers do, not
{move in response to idealism with-
| out there is a very material basis
i for their actions. And America will
only participate in the European
competition for something other
than the dreams of MacDonald or
Wilson. America has up to now
kept ~herself free from every at-
tempt on the part of Britain to play
her off against.France.

The forces behind MacDonald, I
do not mean the working class forces
in this case, but. the imperialist
forces realize these facts and the
so-called replacements in cruisers
have now to be reinforced with in-
creases in air ecraft and forces. The
figures of the new estimates show
an increase of 24 millions. 1923-4
estimates totalled £12,011,000; the
1924-5 estimates total £14,511,000.
There is a decrease in the cost of
the air forces and auxiliary services
in Iraq and Palestine of over £1,-
300,000, which affects the gross but
not the net figures of air votes. The
effective increase of £2.808,000 on
the net air estimates is attributed
to: 2

“The progressive expansion of
the air forces for home defense
recently decided upon; to the in-
creased requirements of Navy and
Army co-operation and to the re-
plenishment of stocks of technical
equipment and other material.”

Eight new regular squadrons will
be completely formed duyhg 1924-5
which will bring the number allotted
for that purpose to 18 by April,
1925. :

Provision is also made for the ini-
tial equipment of six more squad-
rons which under present arrange-
ments will be formed in 1925-6,

By vote A the establishment of
the air force is increased by 2,000
ta a total of 35,000. It is reckoned
that in a few years it will be 40,000.

No Change of Imperialist Policy.
The reduction of cost of forces
for Mesopotamia must on no ac-
count be taken as a ckange of pol-
icy, whilst the home defense build-
ing of air craft forces is obviously
directed against Fance. There is
no other formidable air force to be
reckoned with so far us Britain is
concerned. There is not the slight-
est doubt that Poincare can read the
air estimaces as clearly as he has
read MacDonuld's letters, The one
he will reckon with materially; the
other he has answered with one of
his Sunday speeches which concedes
nothing,. When 2all the phrases of
MacDonald’s statements have been
cut away there is nothing left but
the bold fact that he is following the
old traditions of British policy more
effextively than the Conservatives
and the Libarals, His cruiser poliey
has roused Mussolini to action. His
aircraft policy has met with the ap-

|

proval of every imperialist organ
in the ecountry while his Wilsonian
phrases have tickled the palates of
social democracy and liberalism as
nothing else has done since Wilson
announced his fourteen points, “Back
to Wilsonism” is the slogan under
which the new armament race is to
be conducted.
Out-jingoing the Jingoes,

There appears to be no depths to
which the Second International
leaders will not sink to serve their
masters. Jlaving repudiated their
own international, not only severing
their connection with it as .leaders,
but also severing themselves from
its declarations and insisting upon
a nationalistic policy governed ' by
the “interests of the Iimpire, they
are doing their level best in every
department of activity to prove
themselves better imperialists than
the advocates of imperialism,

The reduction in the Iraq esti-

mates is explained by Winston
Churchill, whose policy they are
pursuing. Attacked in the West-

minster by-election he retorts:

“If the policy I adopted in Mes-
opotamia is wrong why is the
present government caurrying it
out? When for the first time I
had any responsibility for Mes-
opotamia, at the beginning of 1921
the expense was nearty £40,000,-
000 per year. I immediately
formed -a native state and set up
a home rule government under an
Arab king. I withdrew practically
the whole ermy and reduced the
expense within a year to less
than seven millions and presecribed
a policy which would reduce it to
about three millions, This policy
has been pursued ever since by
three separate ministers—Mr.
Bonar Law, Mr. Baldwin and Mr.
MacDonald.”

The reason of British connection
with Mesopotamia is well known, It
forms one of the chain of countries
on the all red route of empire from
Cape Town ‘to Calcutta which Mac-
Donald is as keen on preserving as
is Mr. Winston Churchill. The only
difference, of course, is in the tune
which the respective conquerers ren-
der to the !listening world. One
sings the aong of education for the
native with good dividends for Brit-
ish Industrialists, and work for the
workers, and the other sings the
gong of Imperial expansion. The
difference lies in the degree of hy-
pocrisy only.

“By Their Deeds, Ete.”

Forgetting the songs for the
moment and getting back to their
deeds we have now got the key to
the increase of the air forces, the
reductions in the estimates for Mes-
opotamia, the maneuvers with
America, the sparring with Poin-
care. But what of the annoyance
of Mussolini? It needs more than
the cruiser replacement program to
annoy him to the extsnt of joining
with Spain in a navy campaign, and
offering terms ta France for a Latin
combination in the Mediterranean
Sea, and to proceed with a big navy
program. This will be found in a
further part of the “continuity pol-
icy” of MacDonald.

Before the war of 1914 and the
development of the German navy
scare Britain’s strongest fleet was
stationed in the Mediterranean as
the great highway of the Empire.

MacD_._qnald FO“OWillg the Old Traditions & ™ NURPAY

Now that there is not the same
necessity to keep the strongest part
of the fleet in the North Sea, and
Gibralter is not the fortress it was
in the years gone by, nttenf:ion is
being gwen to the concentration of
the strongest forces in the Mediter-
ranean, It is proposed by the Ad-
miralty that eight of the most pow-
erful battleships, to which the two
new ones now being built may be
added, are to concentrate in the
Mediterranean. In addition the
lighter forces are to be reinforced
and the aircraft carrier Eagle, the
largest ship of her type afloat, is
under orders to proceed to the same
station at Malta. At present no
submarines are attached to the fleet
in these waters but a flotilla is re-
ported to. be ear-marked for the
job. Some time will clapse before
the whole of this plan can be car-
ried out because of the smallness
of dock facilities. But it is to be
carried out, we are told, ¢

Mussolini Jealous and Hostile.

It is this concentration which is
annoying Mussolini, along with the
dissatisfaction over the delay in the
sharing of the spoils of war in
Africa. According to the settlement
of the victors, Italy has to have a
slice of territorysin Africa known
as Jubuland, a part of Kenya now
under the control of Britain, This
‘reward does not appear to be com-
ing to Italy quickly 2nough and so
he regards the Mediterranean con-
centration as represéntative of @
spirit of antagonism_directed against
Italy which justifies him in stand-
ing no nonsense. So he is going
ahead with the armament policy.

Much as he would like to get the
French to line up with him on this
matter and to make a general Med-
itteranean combination, and much as
the French foreign office would like
to do so, the conflict hetween the
dominant economic forces in _ea.eh
country are so muca in opposition
to each other that the proposal
won’t work. The Comites des Forges
may be a competitor of the British
industrialists, but it is getting too
much out of her monopoly of the
raw material, supplying the steel in-
dustry of Italy and the large mar-
ket for her mianufactured goods
thruout Italy that there is not much
likelihood of the combination be-
ing brought about,

Nevertheless the further we pene-
trate thru the “atmosphere  favor-
able to peace” which MacDonald has
been talking so much about the more
the realities of warlike pre_pmtions
and maneuvering for positions be-
comes discernable. Each of them
are talking of the Versailles Treaty.
All of them are pursuing their own
National and Imperial aims,

Disaster Ahead.

The forses which underly "the
predatory aims are inexorable, They
will not give way to MacDonald’l
rhapsodies, whilst in acticn he sim-

ply follows the old traditions. Im-
perialism has got him in its grip

and all his colleagues with him. We
are moving towards catastrophe and
the Scotch ghost of Wilson leads
the way with palm branches at the
helm of the battleships, with
ritan sermons and peaceful psa
to dull the christian conscience and
the policy of Imperial Continuity as
his chart. He says it is the path
to socialism, It may be., But not
in the sense in which he means it.
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