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The World Revolution and the Immediate

Tasks before the Industrial Organizations

of the British Workers.

By J. T. MURPHY.

A crisis unprecedented in the his-

tory of modern industry is upon us.
The wheels of industry are steadily
slowing down. Millions of workers
are being thrown on to the streets
to starve. Not a single capitalist
government can see a way in which
to deal with the situation. Each and
everyone of them are trusting to

luck and waiting for the economic
forces to beat out a solution to the
terrible tangle into which humanity
is driven. "Victory" and its "Peace"
are the most dismal failures history

can record. The war got beyond the
control of the nations. The conse-

quences of the war are equally over-

whelming.
The imperialists have shattered

Western and Central Europe to frag-

ments, competing groups, which are
either victims or tools of the great
powers. The economic unity so ne-

cessary to Europe and the world at
large is, under the present circum-

stances, an impossibility. Imperial-

ism rides rough-sho- d hither and
thither, all to no avail. The mountains
of debt do not dissolve, the markets
do not expand, the workers of Rus-

sia refuse to be beaten, and within
the contracted arena of capitalism
the mad gambling of financiers con-

trasts with the rumbling of great
multitudes of workers on the move

towards the revolutionary struggle
for power.

Afraid of this mighty army, and
panic stricken with the prospect of
losing their hold upon the world's
resources, the governments of capital-

ism drop their masks, and in spite
of all their democratic jargon make
miachine guns and terrorism their
final arbiters. From every country

under capitalism come appeals for
aid, protests against oppression of
the workers, news of the banning of
trade unions, the persecution of re-

volutionists and the insistent ag-

gressive application of the dictator-
ship of capital. The class war is in

full swing, and any approach to the
problems before us without a clear
recognition of that fact is doomed

to produce futile results. It is for
us to recognize our position in this
world-wid- e class war and take the
measure of the tasks before us as
the vanguard of the British Working
Class movement.

Of the three great imperialist
powers of the West Great Britain,
France, America Great Britain has
certainly a record unparalleled for
hypocrisy and grab. With unctuous
righteousness, she colonized and con-

quered for the good of the world.
In the name of "liberty", law and
order, she has robbed, plundered and
murdered the peoples of Ireland.
Egypt and India, brought under her
domination of the Middle East, the
border States of Russia, and no
greater enemy of the Workers' Re-

volution exists than she. We in Bri-

tain are at the centre of the counter,
revolutionary fortes making war
upon the world revolution. Upon the
working class of Britain, the most
powerfully organized working class
in the world, rests the tremendous
responsibility of its preservation.

World Trend Toward Revolution.
The external situation is such that

we can safely say that the centre
of the World Revolution (i.e., Rus-

sia) is secure. So great and mag-

nificent has been the fight of the
Russian workers and so keenly haye
the workers in the Western
countries felt the significance of the
struggle they were waging that to-

day no capitalist government can

3207 CLARK AVE.
THE

against Russia. That the capitalist
governments will not cease to make
attempts to raise armies for that
purpose I do not doubt. But, at the

moment, the Russian workers are
consolidating their position while the
Western workers are moving steadily

in the direction of Revolution. They

have more powerful governments to

overcome, greater forces of reaction

with which to contend, more highly

developed technical forces against

them, and, consequently, a more tor-

tuous path to travel towards the

Revolution. Powerful as these forces

against them may be, the inexorable
economic forces of capitalism are
weakening their power and driving

the masses into ever more powerful

combinations first for defence, then

defiance and conquest.
Struggles and protests, open con-

flicts with the "Whites" are enumer-

able throughout the capitalist coun-

tries. Distress is everywhere. The

British Empire is being shaken as

never before. War is being waged

in Ireland. The millions of India are
rousing themselves to action. The

economic pull of the United States
on Canada calls forth alarms and

fears; the demand for separate re-

presentation of the Colonies in the
League of Nations are all indications
of the strain that is being put upon
the Empire. And everywhere in the
Colonies and dependencies, in friendly

nations and unfriendly nations, in
"Allied" countries and "enemy" coun-

tries, class alignments of forces are
becoming clearly in the ascendent,

International working class solidari-

ty passes from the realm of utopia
to practice. The masses rally toward
Moscow. The reactionaries rally to
Geneva. The one looks to the Com-

munist International, the other to the
League of Nations.

The Workers Lineup.
These are the two extremes. We are

in the period when the working mas-

ses are passing from one to the
other. Large forces are already on

either side. For long years the work- -

ers organizations, especially the
Trade Unions, have been under the
domination of the ideas associated
with the Labor policy of the League
of Nations, the policy of adaptation
to capitalism. The Second Interna-
tional fostered these notions. The
Amsterdam International fostered
and fosters these notions. The war
destroyed the Second International
and gave birth to the Third or Com-

munist International which focussed
and led the fight for the ideas as-

sociated with the workers' conquest
of capitalism.

The transition proceeds apace. It
is illustrated in the political parties
by the tremendous rally to the Com

munist International and the attempt
to constitute a fourth International
In Trade Unionism by the rally to
the Red International of Trade and
Industrial Unions, the close ally of
the Communist International, and
the of the Interna
tional Federation of Trade Unions
at Amsterdam.

Phases of British Movement.
In the face of this situation, we

find that the British movement is
still insular, almost unconscious of
Internationa ism. Politically, it is

dominated by a Laborism which is
fabbly and nationalistic. Its Com

munist Party is exceedingly small
and undeveloped and inexperienced
in revolutionary practice. Industrial
ly, the workers' movement is charac-

terized by powerful unions strongly
centralized and dominated by a re

raise a reliable army to march formist policy. Indeed, the tendency

BOOKS for TOILERS
Priced Low for Propagandists

NICOLAI LENIN, HIS LIFE an 1 WORK, Zinovieff
15c, 8 for II.

COMMUNISM and CHRISTIANISM. Bishop Wm. M.. Brown
25c, 6 for $1.

COMMUNISM and the FAMILY. Kollontay
10c. 12 for II.

INDUSTRIAL AUTOCRACY. Mary Marcy
10c. 20 for 11.

DREAM OF DEBS, Jack London
lOr, 12 for 1.

INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL of TRADE and INDUSTRIAL
UNIONS, Losorsky

10c, 12 for II.
DICTATORSHIP of the PROLETARIAT. Kamenev

10c. 12 for II.
CONSTITUTION of SOVIET RUSSIA

10c. 12 for II.
SOCIALISM and RELIGION. Bv B. S. P. of England

10c, 12 for II.
OPEN THE FACTORIES. Mary Marcy

10c. 12 for II.
One of each of the ten copies will he mailed postpaid to one

address for 11. Combinations In any amount of the various titles
may be selected at the above Htated rate.

The low priced enable vou to help in their distribution. Order
a dollar's worth or more and circulate them among the workers.

TOILER
CLEVELAND. OHIO

is for the Trade Union Congress and
the British Labor Party to merge,
so closely allied are the political
aspirations and the bureaucracy of

the two organizations.
The revolutionary elements within

the Trade Unions The Shop Ste-

wards and Workers' Committees are

widely scattered, indefinite in their
objective, with unformulated policies,

and lacking in the practice of the
adaption of revolutionary princi-

ples to immediate circumstances.
The failure of the Trade Union

bureaucracy to act in the critical

hours of our working class history

brought the extra-unio- n organiza-

tions in their various forms into ex-

istence. This was overwhelmingly the

case during the war. Since that time,

with the passing of those extreme

circumstances, the bureaucracy has

become stronger rather than weaker,

making more and more necessary the
development of means for combating

their reactionary power and in-

fluence.
We are now beginning the third

sphere of our development as revo-

lutionary factors in the history of

British Unionism. The first phase

was that of propagandists of indus-

trial unionism and amalgamation of

the unions.

The second was characteristically
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was well marked. In spite of that,
however, important political issues
could not be avoided, although this
movement in factories never for-

mulated its political principles,
produced a program of action. It
remained in the of generalities
on the one hancL and depended upon
immediate issues c "opping up, of
which there weife many, to keep it
a real movement; It augmented these
by stressing industrial unionism, and
developing the jdea of control of
industry by the

The Revolution in added to
its enthusiasm, and it early identified
itself with it wjithout getting down
to the task of how best it could
render help. Thi declaration of the
armistice againArought about sweep
ing changes. Unemployment swept
like a tornado 11
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the railway wofkers now held the
Consequently, the re- -

the period of action, the attempt to covery of the factory committee

adapt industrial-unio- n principles to movement was very meagre. But the
the immediate struggle, and to take importance of the reform commit-o- n

the direct responsibility for the tees and the vigilance committees of

conduct of the fight against the the railway men as driving forces
bosses and the State. In this fight ;n their unions was enhanced, while

we did not conduct the struggle so the shop stewards and the revolutio- -

much against the officials, but rather nary industrialists in the
ignored them and fought the employ- - industry were compelled to give more

ing class directly. attention to the unions. While all

The conditions obtaining during the these movements had much in corn- -

war period were particularly favor- - mon( there was no contact each

able to this of activity. The en- - other, even the miners of the various
trance to the third phase is marked reform committees of the coalfields

by a complete change in the ob- - having never succeeded in making a

iective situation. The officials can- - .'ntvement Viewing the
not now be ignored. They to industrial movement as a whole,

be fought. The employing class and fr0m the armistice to date, we have

its State machine have become more If) 1 serve:

ries. hold

Even with
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period.

key

with
kind
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aggresive than ever, and instead of (1) The rapid growth of centraliza- -

8 shortage of labor we are faced tion of the unions, increasing power

with enormous unemployment. So 0f bureaucracy;

treat are the changes, and so many (2) Big amalgamation, with which

have been the new factors introduced the bureaucracy further enthroned

into the situation that we must give themselves for long periods of cf-the- m

closer attention, in order to f,Ce;

appreciate the various theses before (3) The popularization of the idea

the Conferences. of the control of industry by the
Up to well within the war period, workers;

thej

frealm

miners

the British working class (4) The passing of sectional strikes
n spite of the class re- - and the near of the class

fleeted the imperialism of its mas- - strike;

nor

(workers.
Russia

position.

engineering

movement,
character, approach

ters. Politically, it was not class (5) The emergence of the unions
conscious. It made considerable dis- - as definite wflBSfina to be used for
tinction between politics and union- - objectives. This has taken two di- -

ism, turning its nose up contempt- - rections (a) the closer identity of
ously at politics and limiting the the definitely reformist; (b) a chal

unions to affairs of wages, condi- - lenge to the State arising out of the
etc. This state found struggle, through theman, it doesn't pay." you are!

counterpart power of unions as Even scientifi
tionary movement, being into force, and the conscious threat of
industrialists and politicians. Even industrial strength to achieve a de- -

the Revolutionists belonging to a I finite political aim such as Peace
political party failed to make the with Russia, (c) In these cases it
party keep its membership from ac- - was Revolution in essence.
tivities as industrial leaders. The (6) The creation of new forms of
role of the political party was never organizations, such as the Council of
really grasped. The industrialists, Action on the stress of a political
disgusted with the sectional fight crisis, wherein the whole working
of the unions, were divided into class is aligned against the

and those who jst government.
wished to destroy the unions and (7) The passing of parochialism
build new ones of new form and and the definite entry of interna- -

haracter. tionalism as a practical and urgent
Internationalism was phrase-mon- - policy.

gering, very, very few in any part Throughout these developments
of the movement realising its im- - two marked tendencies are apparent,
portance, and less applying it as a one essentially reactionary, other
basic principle for action. Conse- - essentially revolutionary,
quently the war broke with a move- - The amalgamations, the centrali- -

ment absolutely incapable of offer- - zations, of themselves good, were in
ing resistance. But the rapidity of hands of leaders who are counter- -

the changes forced in every direc- - revolutionists and are a
tion, immediately began the deve- - danger, assisting all kinds of twist- -

lopment of the movement in an uu- - mR arij traitorous deeds to work- -

ing class. In this country, they have
For the first time in our history, assisted the reactionaries, increased

unemployment was quickly swept their power, and turned the healthy
away. Trade Union regulations and demand the control of industry
Trade Union officialism were made by the workers, into a means for the
subordinate to the Government. The provision of all kinds of specious
Imperialist war forced the political schemes of joint control of industry
issues upon unions, and cut from by the capitalist state and the work-beneat- h

their feet any further pre- - Crs, nevertheless; the desires of the
tence of having nothing to do with reactionary lenders by the very
politics. weight of organization produced po-Th- e

Factory Committee Movement. crisis whln the existence of

Amalgamation a.id centralization inc camiansi was inreaieneu.
hoenme r. necessltv. The State be- - Witness mineTfl and railwaymen's

came supremely interested in every sr''ces- -

industrial dispute and proceeded to Break Power of Reactionary
evolve great schemes for the pre- - Leaders.
vention of disputes, schemes which The of the machine en- -
indicated the growing futility of the Lbled and does enable the reaction- -
Parliamentary system. arjes to nlav n rv imnortant nart

On the other hand, the sharpening the hamocrimr of the full dcvelon- -

of the struggle in various industries, ment 0f such crises.

ivances.

the transfer ol vast masses of work- - The three important crises-rail- -ers

from industry, the growth of a way strike, miner's strike, and the
consciousness of power among large threatened strike against war with
sections werners, arising out revolutionary Rusafa-clea- rly indicate
the shortage of labor, the surrender ,ow history is producing, in spite of
of trade union and labor officials to the

.
reactionary leaders and what

f 1 ! iL timperialism, mrusi me issues mw role they can play, even though new
the factories, especially in the en- - organizations come into being euch
ginecnng industry which was of as tho Council of Action, so long as
enormous importance to the prose- - means are not created whereby the
cution of the war. This situation leadership of the masses can be taken
was seized by the revolutionary away from them,
workers, who developed the spon- - The Russian Revolution and the
taneous movements which arose in coming into beinf of the Communist
the factories. Thus they became the International have proved the unions
revolutionary vanguard. to be weapons of the revolutionary

The political parties, however, political strnmrl. Weh mint not
played a very minor part even then, be left in ih kn,u nf th. rune
and the prejudice against lltics" tionarin. This fact ia emphaeited by

THE POWER OF

TRUTH.

By JOS. POORE.
In burgeoisie society all values,

however varied, are measured by

the yardstick know as money. Money,

says our modern money changer, is
power and power is always given
by the Almighty to those who have
sufficient courage to take it. In
Europe there are kings who control
vast territories by virtue of which

thay receive enormous amounts of

money from the poor peasants and

the latter in their ignorance put

these robbers on an equality with

Jehovah and call them "Lords".

In capitalist America, the form is

somewhat changed but in essence.

the same cruel robbery goes on. Here

we have King Oil, King Coal etc.

These Kings, who are interested in

nothing but wealth have so permeat-

ed the people's minds thru their in-

sidious and reptile capitalist press

that money has become a shrine at

which all the sophisticated pay daily

homage. Professors prostitute their

learning; Editors sell their "souls",

the Church is ever ready to keep the
slaves in subjection; and young wo

men sell their bodies to the highest

bidders all in the holly name of

money. With the development of the
capitalist mode of production all

these offensive symptoms of bour-

geois society, enhanced a thousand

fold, come to the surface in sucn

rapid waves that the best "brains'
of the master classes are unable to

explain away the causes thereof.

The other day I felt quite ill and

quite naturally I sauntered into the

house of an M. D. When our clothes

are out of shape we take them to the

tailor for repairs, likewise the shoes

plumbing etc. There is always

to mend the broken commodity.

Hence when a person is not well he

calls upon his doctor to "repair
him and get him into shape. But the

human body is something more than

a machine; it is a producer of sur-

plus value, i. it (the human body)

works twice as hard as nature in

tended in order that the boss might

accumulate more profits.
Said I to the M. D., "Doctor, 1

am working in the labor movement

and desire very much to remain in

the city". The M. D. gazed on the

ceiling, scrutinized me from the

crown of my head to the soles of

my feet, tightened his brain, squeez-

ed his forehead and replied in the

tone of an army officer: "Young

tions, of mind economic There
its even in the revolu- - the an opposing the highly educated,

divided

the

the
veritable
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looked-fo- r manner.
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some-
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cally trained Doctor measures e

human action in the terms of money

Does it pay? When ever this dollar

and cent policy is pronounced to mc

there immediately comes before mc

the undying and eternal example of

Karl Liebknecht, of Rosa Luxem-

bourg, of Frank Little, of Spartacu?

the French Revolutionaries of 1793

and 1871, and the great sacrifices

of the Russian Bolsheviks who, sur-

rounded by a world of enemies fight

on with such zeal and enthusiasm

that even their enemies are scared

stiff.
My silent answer to the Doctor

and all those who measure values

by the yardstick known as money is:

IT DOES PAY!
Now I ask myself what the reason

is why it pays? Why are thousands

of comrades ready to face all dan-

gers, persecution, tortures and even

death itself in order to achieve the

triumph of our cause world Com

munism? Even the most stupid of

animals run from fire, escape from

the whip and guard against all vul-

tures which wish to harm them. Why

also do young men in the prime of

life deny themselves such conven- -

the creation of the Red International
of Trade and Industrial Unions.

With these'dominating features be-

fore us, and faced with a world

breakdown of capitalism, it is neces-

sary that the unofficial work with
in and without the Unions shall be
intensifned. The situation demands

that the unofficial movement ehall

define its policy and tactics to tho

dominant issues of the day. It shall

deal with unemployment with the
questions centring round the control
of industry with the role of the

Unions in the working-clas- s Revo

lution the question of dictatorship
and the relations of the rebel in

dustrial movement to the Communist
Party. In addition to this, it is ne
ccssary for the unofficial groups in
tho various industries to formulate
a policy to be pursued in their par
tlcular industries with a view to
unifying the forces of the workers
and liberating them for action.

To give effect to this, a basis of
unity will have to be found for the
various rebel trade union groups and
workers' committees operating in In-

dustry today, in order that the rebel
worker will be able to swing his less

s fellow-worker- a Into
action in this, the final struggle for
the mastery of the world.
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tional pleasures as dancing, bour
geois theatres, indoor sports, etc
and instead attend lectures, meetings,
read revolutionary books, plan and
scheme how to increase the strength
of the workers' organization, and
why, I ask the learned professors
do these young comrades of Revolu-

tion choose the latter? And why do
men of the stamp of Ben Gitlow, Jim
Larkin, Winitsky, Ruthenberg, Fer-

guson go to jail? For love? No!

For enjoyment? No! For honor? No!
They go to jail for one reason
namely TRUTH. .

One is tempted to say that there
are all kinds of truth: the professor
who discovers a new mathematical
formula cries out to the world the
discovery of a new truth. The scien
tist who unearths some terrible bac-

teria prides himself on the fact that
he has enriched humanity with a
great truth etc. These men are some

times given glor, put in Halls of
Fame and placed on pedestals al
most comparable to Jehovah himself
But our comrades and revolutionnriei:
who have discovered the greatest
truth of all, the truth that will
eventually free this earth from the
vulturous, lazy, parasitic capitalist
class that force surplus labor from
the workers, these heroic men and
women, the cream of the rid, are
put into dungeons, tortured and mas

H. W.

When the railroad
bill was passed it seemed that it
would provide a way whereby dis-

putes between the and
the workers would be settled peace-

fully, without a strike.
The railroad workers opposed the

bill for they saw in it an instrument
which endangered their but
the bill had to be passed, yes some-

thing had to be done, the railroads
were an industry which must be
operated, the life of our great nation
depended upon the railroads more
than any other industry, and the bill
was fair to the workers, so they
told us, yes it is the greatest thinf
that has ever been done for1 labor:
so the workers were told by the
politicians stumping for reelection.

Then shortly after the bill was
passed the switchmen who had been
waiting for an increase in wages and
some semblance of justice for so
long a time, their patience exhausted
decided to just take a vacation unti1

something was done. Then following
the example of their fellow workers
out went the shopmen in some local-

ities. No sooner were they out than
they were declared disloyal, they
were striking against the govern-

ment, they were Reds, outlaws and
everything that they could be called
that would tend to mould public

sentiment against them.

These were workers fighting for
the right to live, fighting in ordei
that hundreds of thousands of little

might have a little more to
eat and to wear.

Now there is a railroad strike thai
Is different. We are reading in the
Capitalist dailies rumors of an im-

pending strike on the railroad sys-

tems, but the fact is the strike is

allready on but this time it is the
management that is on strike, and
so far we havn't heard any cries
of outlaw, red, radical or any othei
names commonly applied to the
workers, when they are on stri e.

Neither have we heard of any arrest.;

or of any raids being made upon
any meetings of railroad managers.
No this is altogether different it it
not even called a strike, here is

The roads are wanting abrogation
of the national agreement, and a re
duction in wages, claiming such ac-

tion is necessary or the roads will
become insolvent; they have been
gathering data for the purpose of
showing that the national agreement
prevents economic operation of the
roads in so far as it holds up pro
duction in the shops. Especially arc
they opposed to the seniority ruling,
which gives the older men in the

1

sacred with a ruthlessness that
would shame the Destroyer of Sodom
and Gomorrah.

But just as it is impossible to
destroy matter, so is it impossible
to destroy truthful ideas. Communism
may be temporarily vanquished; but
the idea of Communism as the only
solution to the desperate condition
of the world will spread and grow
until it embraces the entire habit-
able globe. This is inevitable; the
capitalists are unable to stem the
tide of militant unrest. Like the
French despots of 1792, the modern
capitalist despots will be annihilated
by the will and might of the working
class.

Ignorance is bliss, said, an ancient,
sophisticated thinker but I would add
that Truth once thoroughly under-
stood is so powerful that men will
rather die than surrender to false-
hood. World Capitalism to-da- y is
doing its damnedest to destroy the
rising sun of Communism the truth
that will free mankind from the
degradation of Human slavery. But
fortified by knowledge, steeled by
truth and conscious of the historical
mission of the proletariat to over-
throw and annihilate capitalism, we
are determined to fight on until the
ugly trinity of Rent, Profit, and In-

terest shall have dissappeared from
the earth.

A Railroad Strike That's Different.
By Garner

management

rights,

children

service preference over the younger

ones, for instance when a job in the
shop is open it is advertised and the
men have the right to make applica-

tion for, (or as it is called) to bid

for the job, under provision of the

seniority ruling the oldest man in

the service at that point gets the
job. This prevents the boss from

putting his pets on the good jobs

and it also gives the workers an

opportunity to change about from

time to time, this the managements

contend causes a great loss in so far
as it allows men to bid in jobs, with
which they are unfamiliar and there-

for incapable of doing; but on the
other hand they do not tell of the
cases where the worker is assigned
a certain piece of work to do. For
instance he is assigned sq many
pieces to turn out on a machine, and
will - get out tools afiVT seTJT the"
machine to turn out the job; about
the time he gets started, the boss
comes along and assigns him some-

thing else and so on until in the
course of a day he will have started
half a dozen or more jobs, complet-

ing none, or as the case may be he
will probably put in four or five

hours taking parts off of one locomo
tive and onto another, to change them
all back next day. No they are not
telling of the waste incurred in this
way, they are only interested in the

national agreement, and the enor-

mous wages, which they say must

be reduced, and to make conditions
favorable for a reduction in wages

they have been reducing the work-

ing forces, laying off thousands of

men. At some points the shops have
been closed down entirely with the
exception of running repair forces
of just enough men at work to keep
part of the trains running.

Now the papers are coming out
with large headlines stating that
the nation is facing a rail tieup.
Labor brokers, heads of labor or-

ganizations employed upon railroads
and in the shops arc openly admit-

ting that their hardest job is keeping
the men who havn't been layed off
from going out.

Well, as there have been thousands
of workers layed off in order that
wages migh. be reduced and no one

had been arrested, or it hasnt even
been called a strike, there is one

way in which some excitement may
be stirred up over the present contro-

versy, that is by those workers who
are still on the job going out regard-

less of their International Officers
who are having such a hard job
keeping thorn at work.
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from the Viewpoint of Darwinism, by Bishop William Montgomery
Brown, D. D. Paper, pages 184. artistic cover, price 25 cents. Six
copies mailed for 11.00. Comments bv eleven persons: One of the
most startling and , revolutionary books ever issued. It comes
like a meteor across a dark sky. Send twelve copies. It is the best
book I ever read to open the eyes and set the brain working. It
held me tight. I call it a sermon. The text is astounding. Banish gods
from skies and capitalists from earth. Bishop Brown is the re-
incarnation of Thomas Paine and his book is the modern Age of
Reason. Every comrade buys one and comes back for more. It will
do a wonderful work in this greatest crisis in all history. I think
it is one of the most important books of a Socialist nature Issued In
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