
. ·. ,... •-' . .: ' . '. : 

A 

))CRITICAl 
..... , . . iXAMINATION · 

.. · ~~ ·.·· / 

)~ERBERT -MARCUSE'S 
riJ/ . .· WORKS 
·./)'. 

BY RICHARD 

PRICE 2!jj 
' 401U 

GREEMAN 

REPRim'ED BY 11M • LE'l'rEllS 
FROM 1IEll POLITICS 

· Val. 61 No. 4 Fall 1968 . 



A :.U".'ICAL RE-EXIIKD'.<-:"IO~ 

C.F :1.'3). 351! !'·"A "1CU SE r S IC~KS 

"Y Richard Gree:man 

T!le foll.o1\'in:r essay was originally l;)rooar·od for a 

stndent conferE"nce on ~-terbert J.:arcusc' s thoueht .o-rGan­

ized by Students f'or a ne~~ocratic Society and "Jrojoctod 
f"or 

had 
thq :]")rinrr_ of' 19!':::.·. 7hc idea of"· such a conference 
a do'..l":-lc ii:I"?Ortc.nce for mo. 7irst, ·it seemed to 

~yml::oli_Z\! a quest !'or "?hilosonhy and a bre~lt from tra­

ditional Af"'orican ""Jra.s:na.tis.~ on the part of' t.!1c lar.~,est 

and wost vital Hew Left or:;nnization. ! ha.ve lone,- belie\·ed 

that the "'::ri::!e need of our ~'71ovmnent is· not n 11 revolution­

ary vanguurd """Jnrty 11 '(God !-tno~·Ts we have been ?lagu<Jd with 

plenty of thoso!) ':lut a ~enuino ·revolu·tionary philosophy 

--the ':;'ruroc!Jisite f"or the; toto.l tra.nsfor;;~ution of soci-
cty. rhe: critical exa,r.ina.tion 

most fun.dB.;'ilontttl 3.nd 9ractical 
of' .l·aar~uso 1 wl;lo oose-s the 

questions pr~cisely be-

cause ha is a dialoctio~l D:-tilos.onher, seemed an ideal 

-rirst ste,., i'n that dil·oc·tion. 

~~oreov3r, in discussing ~·arcuso, .S.D.S. was movin;­

"tQl'lard an exa:ninat.·ion of ~iarxis::t as it is in itself'-­

not as t~o stultifyin!, ri~id ideolo~y it h•s become 

in the hands of' today' t: Communists, who usc and abuse it 

only· to 1ask their own ~rand of class r".Jlc behind "revo­

lutionnry11 rhot.oric, nor in t!le de~ilitating context of 

cur own 
11
f'rcc 11 

a.cndor.:ia whcro ·tho doli:Jorato frc..gmonta­

tion of' !tnowlodeo and. t.he rigid SOT!nration of theory 

fro!"1 ornctice "lrovant i•iarxisr.-. !"rom bcin~J" studied in its 
truo 11.::-ht: as a total ?hilosnliJhY aiminl~ at total human 
solf·liDcration, 

):y O"\in oontri~ution aimed at ro1·oaling the n:nbit,;u-

1 ti o~ of' :-:oren so 1 s thought on ~"''O ossentia.l questions: 
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thut of the ::1nsscs c.s ::l~ason--th~ l')rol~tariat us the l;)C\s:..c 

nc;::ativc :force for socinl trans:for~:~ation--;:.nd that of 

·:u:-::;:.ni~~=, its ":;'OSiti .... e content. On both thcso questions, 

a study of L;Jrc:usc 1 s de~·clo"Jncnt over the years rcv~al;; 

"' ;;n~aunl r~trcat fro;., tr~e> ·.-.n[:ni~iccnt i!!'firuations of 

~is enrly lci\5on nn~ lcvolution to t!!c ryoint whero, ~o~c 

r~ccntly, ~' question ~ark is rylaccd over b~th co~cc~t'~ 

.:!1~ S • .:J.S, conf.;!'·~noc did not te.lce Dlacc this So1·L•.:: 

!hnt did ta:c~ ;olace ~.rae c:. world-·¥ic.!.c youth r~volt cf ,.-:·~:. c::. 

:.,:l.rcusc, so:-:;C1'ihat ironically, has ···c•;n '"lrandcd cs the 

i:-tsti:;atc:r <-:y the unani:·1ous ·1otc ~"lf .2.!.?_v~, L':!inma.itb. 

'?our7.ooir. or 11 Co:·:-:.unist;,'1 foc.rs nott.in~ •:,ore than 

S':)Ontan:o•!s rc~clliun arJd. is ul,.:ays ready to t)Oint to ~1~ 

11 0lll~l"do asitator~ a !4; is oquaJ.ly inca':)'l.blo .<.1f COI'T.?TC­

h:.mC.i!1;1" t;,:: .--;Jrofounc.1 rclntio.:-tshi~ ~ctw:lcn the ns"'>irations 

of re-volutionary yo~t!1 an.tl th2 :->hiloso-,hic::.l critique :.>"t 

t~o ~cr~nsiv~ alienation and ~r1f~ecdo~ of ·~odorn· tech­

noJ.o:::-ical society as for•::t~.ilnted '·Jy n .•.a1·cuso. Yet, si,::­

'nif:.t.can·~!.y·, "\:he very tw·o cOnceots ~·~o,rcus£1 had callcd.ii1"tc. 

q~cstior1 in his more r~cc~t works woro central to the 

r\Jhellions "of S?rin;_: 1 6 •• !n Znstcrn 3uro~o, rc~cls 

y·oun:; nnd old have ~.ran~lated :-iu"'''nnls:-:-: into tho dcne.nd 

for tru~ co'!l;:;urlis:::: nnd :;'-~n~inc -:Jolitlcnl rroodCI:n in 

Oj)n<.osi t.icm to t~c o:ff'id.al usur"':l'crs or· t.he Ear;cist ban-

ncr. !n FrD.nce, tho students discovered in the ')role-

taria~ tho social f'orce ·ca?a':.lc of r~al~zin.:; thoir 

revolutionary as~irations. Our Ol·rn Colu:n~in re·")ols aro 

":ardn~; t!1e first hcsitn.nt sta-,s to\-.:ar1. n wor:.::or-st•Jdont 

~llianco w~ilc, in Nati3nnl S.D.S., the question of !l1o 
.:..Mcricnn t.,l)rkinr;· clnss do:-:~inat~d the Convention !\old 

this _"rune in rnohirrnn. 

It t:1.us C.';)'"') cars thnt Chesc tl~o conco:,.t;s hnvo o:ncrgocl 

out or rc,olutionnry ")ractioc just when i·:arcuso 'k'ns c:1lli.ac 

the~ into question in t~oory, A oriticul ro-cxR~Iinnti,Jn 

is -:1orc t:·w·.n cv:-r ti:1uly. 
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r.;orcnse 1 s "'·orKs cover throe dis'tict :Joriods. :'he 

ftr~t 1 n~H! to t::.i::; writer, t~e groato'st 1 1..rns syw=oli.zcd 

by ::toaso~ end Revolution, whic!l. was "Ouhlished in 1941 and 

su".:>titlod 11 :-:.o;al and the Rise of Social :.'l1oory .. 111 ·.:-he 

uniquc:nos!i of this sc:71inal \iork lay in tho manner in 

which "'lhiloso7hy and history wore doolt with as a sin!-:-lc 

uni t-_-bot:l in ~ic;;cl, the bourgaois ?hiloso'?hcr, and in 

I·:ar:r., -t:1o ?rol:::tarian ro'Jolut.ionary. #\S c consequence, 

the rela~;ionshi? of I-:arx "to :-Io;:-ol, tho dialectician 1 and 

~:ar:t to labor, the hu~an 'force for the reconstruction of 

society, ~-Jas soGn as ;roundCd in an historicallY nc\i 
11 socii.1l ~!lcory 11 --dialcctical ::1e.teriali e:~-that at no 

:.i·..-:c: sc"'l~rntod itself froi1 tho reali-ty of the d&y and· 

yet sa;.r t~'lo futuro. inhcron·t in tho ..,resent. l~nrcuse 

sho\·lcd, e.t o':'lo ar.d the snr:to ti~o, h())~ }!.a-;ol, writin& 

und.~r- th~ :1.-:"act; of t.hc Frcnc~~ "qevolutiO·n, 11 draw history 

into ?hiloso,!:ly 11 (?• 5}, ttJ.orcby :::ra!-c:in:; ·:~eason and 'rfreo­

do~ ~istoric as well as ?hiloso7hic cutc~oriasJ end how 

;.-.:,ar::.:;: t~e !'l'.l.~anist, ,~trri!.inF; undeT t!'lt) i:r.'?act of' tho cl£".ss 

stru;-.:;lcs of' :1.is d::1y_, d3vclo?cd t~e Sa;?Glinn dialec~ic 

into the i-:arAian. i:nrcusc do .... ons:.ratcd !'loti both t!l.c 

youn:;· a':'l:i tho 1.1aturc 1-:e.r;: Cre\-1 upon !-!.egcl r s theory of" 

ulionation to develop t:1.c ~luri-di::1onsional t~1uory of 

libera-tion _.,,!lich wns i.arxism.· In so doing-; he sc.,ar.:. 

atcd t-:Elrxinn ccono:--:ios fro~:: t:-:.c theory ·of' ?roscnt-r.!ay 

Cor..""Junists \·rho 

oro"Derty. '.'I"; 

equate ?Ositivo co~~unis~ with statifiod 

is of t;::.c ut~ost 1;=~-::tortilnce,'" he \frotc, 
11 t!ln t, t:urx victis the n:,olition of' -orivato ")ro?erty 

ontircl}~ r.s e. ncr:\ns for the a::olition of alienated 

labor, f'.nC: not as an one! in itslf. 11 (?• 2;';2) ::ta.ther 

t:um a o!:e.ngc in ~ro"':)orty forM, a nol'J !·m:-1an di;nension 

was at sta.:co. 

:.oreovar 1 i::arcusc annl~'ZOd thO labor ?roccss nB t!1o 

koy to all social rol&tions and ?Ointed to the working 

class ns tl'lC' incarnation of !listorioal rens!Jn both before 

1. Pu.:.-c:: 
\"'n~:oci·bac!-c: 

nu:;.!)ors nrc 
Otii t i ,:,n • 

quoted :Crom the 1960 .!Jcaoon 
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the rovoln:;~.on, cs th•; nc~ntion of cnnit:ali~t society 

fro;n -.rit:"!in, c:.nd ~as t~1c s•Jlf•cr")atinc subject of 

the nc~r so~icty: ''r~cro can b~ no ~lind neccssiey in 

t~ndancics ~~at tcr~inutc in a free and self- consciou~ 

=~~c na:.:ntio;, of ca~-,it:J.lis!:1 hcrins wit:1in 

cal::itulis':l. itsolf, but c•Jcn in tho '?ho.scs ·.:;hat -,recede 

revolution t~orc is ac~iv~ the rntionnl s~ontnncity 

+.:·.nt: wiJl ani:-.a.t.~ t:'ic·'=\ost-rc.volutioncry -,hascs. 11 
(--,. ~!J.~} 

:-:~.c ~-:ilrAiC:.:1 ciialoctic 1:1c.s seen as c-ncr::-in:; out of 

tho:. S:!lf-act-ivity of t~o ?rolctariat, shn-:>in,z' t:1cir o"·· 

history as 11 frcc1y associa:oc. iadi~idua.ls. 11 11J..ccordinc 

to :•iarA, 11 ~-::.-..reuse C.1nc:i.uded, 11 t7:le correct t~cory is 

the consci.:numcss of n ~ractice that ai·.::s at ch.:.n:;i:1_;-

t!1c \·TorlC..u (~. J2l). ~arcu.sc correctly insi:::ted"that 
11 tho :"li;:toricr.l horit~\JfC_o:f ~~cgel,1 s ?':liloso?hy 1

11 its 

critical tandc:mc,ias, :liC :tot :;>ass to the; 3ccelians ·"";ut 

"'·rcrc te.!{O".l ovcor :.Jy, nne! continued in, the i;nr:tian soc"".al 

t!1cory, "'.'l~ile, in all ot~1~r E'I.~'_Joct~, the history of' 

3c~clinnis~ ~cca~o tho his~ory of a stru£:1~ against 

. ::!e-~·cl~ ~. 11 .( ..,. 2.5~) In bcco~ine :,otZ: 'in!-1cri tor of 

the :~c.~elinn diuloctic and "the historical ngcnt of t:,.c 

tre.nsfcr:;.u"':.ion of t~e 1·rorl:l t~rout:h ;>rolct"arian revolu·~ 

't~on, t:::;_c ".jr_oletariat, 1!1 I .. arx 1 s vie-w:, ;:-.ad.c it ~·.,ossibl·' 

for '"\oason and 1cvol·.\ti.on to ~:o ;:1cr_scd. 

In contrast to 1'1'!1at I \'IOuld call tho re·Jolu·:.i.on­

ary o""Jtiwis:--.: of' :·arouse durin~: tho 1311') 1 s. his writin;;.s 

in th~ 19.:)~ 1 s unC.cr.;o a f•Jnclc:-.r.lontal transf"or:::atiOn a\..-Zl.y 

from ::o.rx 1 s conco'?t of tho ?rolctariot as tb•"1 rovolt.l­

tionary class·. '.:'he di'Jidin.~: line in i.;;:.rcus~ 1 s t~1.0U£.!u; 

ci'.n fi:-st ;.,c .!>::.0!1. in t:"1.Ct ,;·Jly 195'"! ?rcf&coJ ?le wrote for" 

~;he book, :.:arxis~l and .:!'rced.o~, by :tayl\ Dunaycv s:-cayn. ~ 
Al.t!1.o•1:;~ :1.o e'.:;a-';os t:;,.>Jro t!:1at "a ro-o.:.aJ!jinntion of' 

:r.-;e.rxic.r. t~teory 11 is 11 ona of the ::tost urgent tas'~s fo:c 

ocH:.i'?rohcn-:iin~. t:to oontor.~?orary situation," (p.l.5) ho 

n,~.mct:::olas::~ :::ainte.ins :.:h&t, l·1!'"dlo "no ot:10·r t;loory 

z. :?a~e ::-tu::-:;.-::crs quoted f'ro:-1 t~c 1954 ?no~rbac!: ccti·tioil 
T 1·my:1c .:.'u:::-lis!1crs. 

~-. 
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scc-:s to hc:.·:a accurately a:ttici~Jo.t.od tho ::>n.sic tcndon­

cics11 in cn~italist s~cioty, ''none n~~nrcntly ~ad drn~n 
cuch tnc.:orract conclusions fro.-., its analysis. 11 A.ccordin~; 

to ~:arouse, 11".:'ho ~~cy f~r t!1c undcrstanclin;;:· of t~o dcvol­

o?:-~ont of' l:nr:-.is:-· !:inca about t~o turn cf t'1.o century ic 

:;.!l~ tre.nzfor-:-.-;nti~n of 1 :frco 1 i.nto or~anized ca?italisl:"l 

nn an in!:crnntional ~CC".le, its ocono~ic and -,olitical 

s::.a!:ilize.tian, nnd tho cns".Jin;:>: incran::v in t:1e stnnde.rt! 

of li·Jin::. u (-;;". 19) ':'his, ~lus t:-:.o la~or Ourcilucro.cy, 

:1.as fund,o.:-:u3·ntally c~_an;;cd 11 t!-..e situation of a ~:ljor 

:>art of t:1.c!i~ ( lr-o.:_;orin:;) classoz from one of 1 absolute 

n•.;,.,:ation 1 to o:1c · o.f a!'f'irnation of t:'lc est;ablis!'i3d 

systo::1. 11 (?• 2:>) Farou:.o concludes "his preface by 

statin:.: tho.t·, l·:~ilc !la· still a:trco::; w.it!:l D'Jnayevsl:a)ra in 
11

&.11 oss~nticl::. wi"ti.'l t!"lc t:te:o.rcticnl inter~rotntion 
of tho Et••rxinn o::uvro ••• ~·.c'disa;roes uith sowc docisiva 

?arts of "'::':"l.) e.nn.lysis o!' ?Ost-~:o.rxia.n dovolo-:>::~ents, ••• 

and, ?Orha-:>s :':los·:; i:;;?or-'cant, _·Nith· tho "at:tal:Ysis of tho 

conte::nornry -oos.i"tion, structure, and. consciousn?ss 

of the le.':.orin~ classes." :t~ a lfo~d, 111;ar;;: 1s Conco9t 

of'. t~a ·prolotarint as- 1 revolutionary class in-i·tsolC. 

(an sich) 1 
••• sec::is to-:-,c c·?~~icablc no!.thor to t:1.o. 

:-:.tnjori ty of'. t;h.c lo.:u~ring classes in t:"lc !est nor to 

that in ·:::~ .. 3 cor:::~urtis~ oruit-.. 11 (?• 20) 

?·:arouse has im~cod zone to tt.e root of' the chan.:;;o 

in his ou·!;loo~:. It i:; cleilr cnou:;h thet he is. tn!cinG 

issuo, nc".; so c:~uc~1. 1·rit.:1. ot':l.cr I·:arAists, bu-t ldth Lnrx 

!1i:::sal:f. Xoroo7D:", n..onc is bettor aware. than he that 

to quas~·.ion , .. ~!at he:: all·.·ays ':;)eon the liaf1> and ltoof o:f 

l·'c.r;o;is:::. is n c:1.allcngc one r.mst ·:>c ":lrc~nred to back up 

in Cact 'am!. in thoury, in history and "'lhiloso?hY~ A:td 

if one is to ~uos~ion the ~istoric az~~t o~ rovolution­

e.ry trc..nsfor:::.ati~.>n--t!"le wor!cing class--t!;.e challon,f;or 

;::.ust, if !1.0 still considers hi::'!solf a rcvolutionr.ry, 

as :-:e.rcuse ::1os (; c.-:.rtninly docs, ;_Jrc.sc:tt a 11 substi tuto. 11 

;. 
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'e :iir/o tt: 'W"-it n ,..;ll·'ty n dcct\C!~ '.:.:lf•HC ;:·c.rc.'\130 

cln::.or:ltcs ~1ts viou co:·.;-,rJho.nsivoly. :.!ot·:ovcr, bctlrccn 

the c:iallc.~c ir. 195? anC.:. the ?Ublication of Onc-Di!:lC!:,·"' 

s:i.onnl i.an in 19S!.t, •..:c ~Jv sot hJo i;;:':>ortant indico.tionn 

of the cl.iroc-vion of hi~ ~ .. hi~!<in(!.. One is t!1.o !:oo!t 1 
0 

Svv·:ct I.o.::.~h,~. ,u;J.is:-:~d !.n 195.: .... -::10 ot~:.c;- is .::-c 

c'Jurso :·1c :;n·1c at t!1c .Jcolc ?ratiquc des :·:o.utcs Stude!; 

in ::!.9 5:~-5:1, -~;,::: idet~.s of' 1·thich ho su;1:',1o.rized in en 

<!l'ticio in Ar.;t,--•~n!:s (?e.ris) entitled 11 Fre:~1 Ontolo::Y 

- (. ,J._ l:. 

-,r:-iting-r. c.ro conc::rr:.c-·! ,.,i"!".l-: idc:wl::;f,:;;· N\thor th: .. 11 -:oJi~.h 

rcnlity t·r~ic:.l, in t!:csc :.nsta:-,ccs, servos marc1y e.s 

''~nc!t:zrov.nc!, 11 In 'tL: Docond t:1~ '.)Oint ot' concontrc.ti.··1 

is the - 11 !cst;''·i~ tL: rir~t i~ in ~ussia. 

I~, C.n.i:t:yzin~: t·r!::.at 1;lc call:-; Soviet !:a'!.~~ism,,. gal"'C.U:,-., 

n~s :':!0'/0~ so fnr :froo: t•::-c .-:-.i·.ilosoi;)hic..:.l ant!. :'1:t:: .';or;, "!:ll 

S1'1CC? of J.cason an:1 ?.3v_£~.:...t~2!!. that he is a'blc to call 

tl1: :.ussia:1 rc7islon::; o'f the dia1oc-.::ic 11 o:-t~odo>:l 11 

It i.e; :;rue !'lc ?Uts tho ,.;·ord~ 11 ort!1.ocloz, a J.n qt:.ots.tion 

•r.c::.dcs, 'but sc is t~1.c l'lord 11 .covisio0i 11 ; ~;~c iro:"y ~ust 

tak_, s~c:or.C. ?la.co to this fai':tnStic concl-isio:--.: 

,go·1ic"t ;~e.r~i.sts no,intc::.ln t:hnt .5ovict society is a 

soc1nl1st society, they c~n~istcntly invest it ~ith t~c 

socialis~ ~or a non-socialist soc~cty.'1 (?~ 154) In 
. . ~ .... 

o. \'lord, ell tho.t~i.s·.wronc c.ro the facts, tho o~:~:hftlito.':iv··: 

roali t.y~ :'here ar-:) 1 in:lccd, no lir.ti'ts to tho ::~agical 

qualities of revisions t~at c&n 9ass t~crnscl7os as. 

the ''tr;lt~'l:e {sic I) of !:nr.:;:is:::. ~Y virtue of ·;ho su~';;t:i­

tu~ion cf iieolo~y (t~e~ is to say ·•ral~c c6n3atcu~~ns~'' 
in t::!':'c sti·::..ct i·ar;:ian '.lsa:::e} 'for reE-.lity, 

;:-:1.e :":":a.Jic '~'hic!1 cnaplvs i'nrousc to ?er:for:n thi& 

feat is l'l~a.t he calls 11 i:-.:7tancnt critiq_uo, 11 ,., Mot~1od t.y 

J, Colmr.bin ::nivcrsity Press. I \'rill quote fi-o::. thi~ 
o:·i;sin:::..l :".lardcovor cdltior:, rc.thnr -tt.:-.:1 tl':o ::!C.)'t'f'\ 't'<:c~:;."; 

~~~cr~ack, iccnusc tl:o lcttor, ~ith~ut cxol~~stio~, lo3vc~ 
O•.tt the t..ll-!.-:•:por 4.;ar.t !ntrodhction on ' 1 im~:ancr.t critiq:tc .. '' 
! c.~ s!d':>"1in·- over j. __ arc'·~so 1 ~ i::l-,ortn:::: ::n.·,. .~ .Ci·n.l.i:r.~·ti,·.n . .. . ·---·- ··---·-- .. ----.. ·· {:'..'".'5::) r-n7.'/ :,t~causo th.:: q~:osti,..n., tt. .. ~:.1.n·~ : .. r:.. ~u •· · ... "(."\~ 
e:~;c::~ net ~l1oso at ls~uc ~~:ec 
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which t~o dynn~ic or Saviot s~cioty is SU?~Osodly 

analyzed in ter::-~s of its own 11 lriarxist 11 (171y quotes) 

idcolob'Y• ,ju".:; ein~c ~;arcus a, in his initial hy{)otho:.is, 

oque.tos l:arxisrn with tho \·~ords and deeds of' tho :tussian 

(~s~ocially Stalinist and 9ost-Stalinis~ lcadorshi?), 

t~o critical content of ~his 11 ir:omnnont critiquC"11 ~.s 

i':lr..odiat.;ly vitiated. :'ht.:s: "tho question as to 'tihoth.cr 

or not :;he So•Jict lce.dershi'? is fiUidod by Enrxist :>rinci­

?lcs is withou".:; rclcvn~cc.'1 (?• 9) It is irrelevant ~c­

oauso t~o Russian Co~~unist olai~ to incarnate the 

J·arAist :?roje.ct in reality is never questioned: 11 'Thcro 

is n theoretical conti.nui ty f":or-. early 1-~a.r::;:::ian notion of 

tho Prol3-t;ari~t as o'Jjactific.:d truth of canitalist 

society to thu 

tisanshi""J) • 114 
so~Jict FarAis·t. conco?t Partinost ('?nr­

!rnnslatod into ::lora Cnt:iiliar ryoli tical 

tcr;ns.,· ti.1.; r.:on..Jlit~'lic Party of' Stalin is t".coo'?tod a·s 

tho historical substitut.:: :for ~!a.rxr s self-actint; wor!ters. 

;rn r.. ,.rord, 1
,
1i:-1::1ancnt critique" turns Out to :;.c lofha~ 

:-Icjcl calloC. :::1n·:: 11 '.:ar::arous ::athod u l':hich c::~nsists in 

assur.::in2 what is to ·: c ?roved. The read.ar is thus 

c!.;:rori"'.'Gd Of even tho possi'Oility of' c\n independent 

''h•oro·!--_.;cn'l · t · f 1 i ~ · nn • mu.ni ~ - - -... cr1 or1on or_ ana yz ns .·~uss1. v.J1:11 s.,: 
11Und?r these ci.rcuk!stan.ces, a cri tiq_ua -~hich i.13r~ly 

a?·~li3s the. tracl_itional cr.i"teria of "?hiloso1Jhicnl 

truth to So".!iot Lar:;ds:::: does not, in a strict sense_, 

reach its ol:jccti·.rc. 3:Jo!1. a critique, no matter hotf 

strong and "roll :f'Jundcci it r.1ay be, is easily -.,lunted by 

t:1e ar~·uj·.:ont ·the.~ its conco>Jtual founc!.ations :tave !:)con 

undcr:-::in~d "=Y 'tho 1:arxist transition into n different 

area of historical .:lnC: t!loorctical ·1orification. 11 (·?· 9-
10) TI'or rarcusa, theory e.?"Jcars to have boon 11 absorbed 11 

i:tto roali\:y to t~:~ oxten~; ·t~at; ·tho cssent.ially nc;a-

ti v o and ori 'tical con tent of dial ccti cal reason si:!!ply 

vanishes. 

Contras:; ·t:!'J.is revision in rn~ti1odolo.:,·y wi:;h the 

hig:!leet i:-&o:.~cnt in leason nnd .':tovolu~ion 'k'harc .i·iarouso 

co:1clt~dod: 11 :'hoory \·rill ?reserve t:1o trat!l even if 

ra•,olutionary -,ractico doviato:-s fro:a its · . .,ro?cr ?a·iih. 

4. ;ctt~r ron~~red cs 11 t:1c Party S?irit'' i.e., tho un­
c::uostionini.·· .:•:Jliof t!lat ·i;!le Party is alwt-ys ri[;·h-t. 

(• 
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Prncti~n follov~ the truth, not vice vorsn. ~his 

a".:-solutis'':'l of tr11~~~ co:~t:'lct;:~ tho philoso~.J:ticLJ.l hvritn:;c 

of the ?-:arX.ic.n ~hcory o.nC: once f::>r ell so?o.ratos 

~liilloc·:.::tcal theory fro:c._ S' .. LJsut:uon.:.. for~:~s of nositivis:':l 

and rclati"Jisr·." ("?. J22} 

Zincc ir. So"iC~ ;:c.r::..is:~ \.~10 focal ·::Joint is ~'ussiu, 

it is novcr c;:Jit;o cl:tar l·T~H~"';hcr ::arc".Js 1
$ ~Jiol·'s on the 

~rol~taria~ nrc also ai·:cd &~ the ~rolc~er~at in the 

?oint at 1·t!1ic!l t~c I ar;da:1 cur.cc?t of tho ?rolc~ari.et 

is su·y:J .. ~c:l to hn·:c 11 :::~:~_,lc:!<Jd. 11 {? .. lJ} I'':louch it s•Hn5 

so:::cti:'lG~ to ::--o ·:t-.:si;:-~atcd as "tho ?Oint Or transition 

:fro;:-. c.r>.·:-ita.lisr:a "t•.• soc·i~1.is~:t 11 l·('licb. occurrod in 1917 jn 

tho ':..ac!{~fard Ea!;;; rather ~::an ~,;!'lo tcchnolo:_:ically E.cl·Jan,;r·} . 

. rost., n.~ ot::cr ti;!cs ~h~ro:; is a rcitci"ation of' ,.,.!'lat hr.··l 

b9cn ~tat.~~ in ·t:1.c ?rcfr....-:;J t.o :~nrxis::·, and :?rcodom: ·ie ~-, 

tho t:.~rn of •;he ·century ltt!"lon 11 fr3e-"· ca?i tali.sm ~accme 

"organized c~n;-i~~a.lis::o." In .oithcr case, ::arcusc g-o:::.o 

ri~);:t ~c tho r.;uazin::.; .co::1Cl'.lsions thnt 1} 11 t~e no~·T f"or.7: 

Of' r~ar'xian thc£-~ry corros?onds ·tO tt'!o nol.: !1istvrical 

a.:;c:t/; 111 i.e., a 11C:ac!>.l.,..nrd o::>ogulation: 11 end 2) t!le.t 
11 tho ruled ~.:enrl no-t on.ly 't:t su';::ti~.; to tho rulers b:.:.t 

also 

(". 

to T'J'")!'OC:..Jc·C' 
·< 

l:)lj"' 

i:1 tl-..·o:-::scl vos t~':.cil"' "su".:.ordination. 11 

':':"li.c 1 ".10 =:ust ::-:ar 'in ::i.in1, wc..s ".¥'rittGn onOro t!":aa 

four yoars·c.rter -.:he 3ast ::t-~rman revolt of June 22, 19.5J, 

l'il"H::rc l·!ort.{orz rosoJ U? t~.;;ai:t1st totalitari<::.:J (..0~1trols on 

tho ?roducti :m line ( t,~:o- raising of' 11 J~or::~.s 11 or sryocd-u·? / 

t!Acrahy ?:.Jt ~in f. ar. c11d at 

IJo>:"l:.~:.Jni t. t in•: uln ::~rc.': ili t y 

one blo't.: to the ::1yth of' 
c 

·~o rcl:Jellion f'r:~m uithin .. "' 

::oreo·Jcr, ~:arouse drc11 t:~osc conclusions hardly n yo3ar 

,5. i-.s ,.,c she-.11 sac ::elow 1 t~o sa.1.1o ;-.;othod n?~liod to 
·;;'1c ?rc'!:en-:;ions of' 11 tachnolo:·ica1 rationality 1 in the 
.:~st loads, as it :~s~, to tho sa~c concl~sions ~~out 
~~e '';ack~ardncss'' an1 ''?assivity'' o£ the ruled. 
6. ::."~10 3ast Ger;·Jan r\':I'Jolt in turn ins·:drod a revolt 
t:·~c forced l..:."".:or ca.:i?S in ·rar:-cutro. in 1.~tssia. itself. 

in 

CS'?Gciall;r t~R~c r'J"?or'; ::-y a Gor·nan Co:n;tunist in;netc, 
"~oSC?h 3ch·Jl:::or, 7or'cu~..;a', !icnry Holt, Inc., i'ow York, 19~5. 
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a:fter t'le ro·Tolts throug-hout Eastern Euro'!lc cul:nina.ted 

in the ~-!·.m:-:"-rlnn {a·o~olution .:>f 19.)6 \>!hich wrote a nc,-1 

~a~o in the history of freedom not only by its o~oo­

siticn to Co;-:,munist totalit<trianis:l in the nanc of 

the hn~an:isn of ~:ar:;ds-,, but above all 1Jccnusc it 

devclo·,ert a n~w forn of :!2.!.~' !:!!.£.. nt th:? ?oint .:>f 

oroduction in the Jork~rs 1 Councils which even a ~adnr 

had t~ reckon wit~. 

O:Jviously, nothin;;,is 'JCrr:tittcd to interfere wit:1. 

t':lc nm\• do.~;ltics. 

As for the article- in Ar.:--u:..,cnts, it 7i;ros us D. sor"..· 

of ':.")_revic.:w of. what l-~c.rc'.1St:- will contend in on·o-Di:-:~cn-

•. ,·onal·.··.an.7 -·h · • th d i d f' hi ~ ... ere ::te ~"'-'·f'i . ~ s~con t)cr o o • s 

own intoll~ctu~l devcl?o~cnt of writing: 11 It is Oi'lore 

't:!1.an ·a word. f:U:'"iC' i~ I say: Technolo;y !1as rcrylaced 

ontology.'' And, wo i:'li~~t add.., his c:-uestians nrc aircady' 

"?hrnscd in t:-~o f~r·n of answers w!lcn _he nsk::; ¥.:1.othor 

"t·~chniq,~c-is·n hEts trnnsfor,3d ca"'Jitalis·~ and socinl­

is~.'' ~nucvcr it is better to follow t!lc answer where 

he hns the.· o·y)IJrt;.tnity to dcvclo;, the.:; in full, in 

-?oolc-lcn'?,'th f·Jr-r. in One-Ui;ncmsional ~·an which has the 

:f>Jllo,,·in:.~ sub-di Jisions: 11 0no-Dir.1onsionnl SocietY," 

tton·c-Dir.tc-nsional Th0u~ht, 11 and "~he Chnncos fDr Altcr­

nativcs.11 

~-!ci-c, ~·arcusc docs O:ttcm-,t to go beyond the st~dy 

of tho "Ideolor;y of" :~.dvancod Industrial Society" to a 

'?robing of the autor.~atad ':lroductivo ·r.~rocc.ss itself. 

Tberc, ~c finds no signs of revolt o~ even of nlionntio11 

(''tho.concc~t ••• s~o~s to become aucstionn~l~ when tho 

individuals identify thomsot•rcs with_ t~1e existence lihich 

is innosed u-,on t!1or:::. 11 ..,. 11) ~'Jt only 11 intc;;ration 11 

into an incrcasinr;ly 11 tota;Litarian ~roductivo t\Jl')nrc­

tus.'' So doryre~sini is his vision of 11 onc-dimensional 

societ·r" thil.t. t!1c grand ?hiloso~hcr of historical 

nccc!"sity nntl. "Jossibillty is reduced to th~ despRirin~ 

7. ·~on con, ·;r.stnn, 1964. 
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cry: ' 1 Po1hu~s an nccidunt mny altc~ ~~c ~ituation.c. 11 

(-,, xv.) 

1\.nowin~, as l··nrcusc tho dialocticinn ;mJst, thut 

an 11 accid(.:nt"~ .. is no su~stitatc far n now historical 

''Subject,'' when ~c c~~cs to tl1c section on tho ''Chances 

frJr Al.tornativcs 11 to the stac;us 2!:!2. ~e look:; l:o.,cft.tJly 

toward 11 th::: su~strl.".tJ~ of t!le otJtcasts and ou tsid.crs, 

the axuloitod and -:lcrsccuted of ·other races and colors, 

tho uuo:n-,loyod and t!lc uno:n:J~loyablo. 11 "fhc fact that 

thi5 ''Subject'' 1?cs not d0volu•' lt~clf wiLhin Lhc 

systcn where it ~ight &cquirc -tho socinl f6rcc to 

cx-:Jlodc it doc.s not sec:-.: to worry hi:n.. On the contrary, 

he maintains that ryrccisoly because it is ''fro:n withou~;: 

it. is "t!lore"fur·c not dvfloc~cd by tho system." {., •. 257) 

On tho '\>rhol.:-, · hol...re•Jcr, he llns nothing much .to hold 

out agc.inst tho d~n~ortin~ conformity, thc_vory n~nrly 

~uilt-in 'lrc-su..-,?osi!;ion on rya{te one abCJut thC· 11 com­

f'orta.·:lc 1 st·.1o_ot!1, rcasona!)lo, democratic unf'roedom 11 

cxcc·:Jt "tho Great :l.cfu.Sc.1. 11 (:;t. 2·.57) In.:lcod,.so 

over1..r:1cl;i!cd is he ·~·)_' tho -,hor:o~cnon of on':.l-dir.;onsion-

,ali~y that h~ tnkcs it to he tho wholu, ~otually refer~ 

rinz t·o. th!? wor~tors as well as tho caoitalists as 
11"thc two f'o rrncr antn"goriists 11 

( 'J. :d.i.), insisti~~ a.ll 

over tv.o:ain that there arc "no 'dcononstrablo agents of' 

social Chc.nt:.cj 11 that "t~1o second ?eriod· of ~arbnrism 
mc:.y Hail be tho oontiuucd vmnir.:~ of civilization it­

self"." ( ?• 257) 

!'he ronson for ?CSsimis:n is, of course, not 
11"'lsycholo.;ioal. 11 ::ta thor, as ·laya Dunayov s!taya ryointcd 

out in :1cr reviol..,. of .tho booh:: (.:'he Activist, Fall 1964), 
1:t ls that 11 !-~arcusc 1 s stu-:!.ics were dovolo;.tod outside of 

the ran30 of \torkcrs 1 '\'~)ices· O?")osing th.! one-dimon­

sionnl condition for uuto:1atcd labor." ~-~~ shows this 

in t:1o very rof'oroncc he chos3 to ;JBJce to n ?nl•l'"lhlct 

~y a ~laclc nuto wor!tor ,.,!1cro ha alludes only t~ a 

statement on the stU..,efyin:;t nature of auton.atod work 

without once "Jointin~- t!l tho '!)nl:lliJhlct's ccntrnl thesis: 

10, 
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tho bif ~~ betw~on the rank-and-file and the la~or 

burcaucrc..c;• ar.d th~ consto.nt r..>sistanco of the for:';'lcr to 

e-.utor.Jctod -::'ro1.uction co:1ditions,:.. On this question, 

~·~arcusc "::rcfors to quote bQ~rgcois analysts '"h~sc 

findinzs nll'.>'-" !li"t ";o co:1cludo thi!t 11Thc technical 

co:n:~:unit:' scc::~s to intc,Jrc.to t'.1c hut:-Jan ato!'!os at ,.,o:-!c 11 

(.,. 2.!)} 1 fHrt~~r ~-hJC'llishin3 this st"-tc-:1cmt •1ith o. 

ouotnti~n fro~ Jc~n-?~~1 3ctro, w~o l;rotc that tcch­

nolJZY 
11
joins ~oxu~lity nnd la~or ir1to one unconsci~us 

r~'lyt:lr>ic e.u to:"'latis:)l 11 Sin co •. nrc·..1s~ hus also choson 

:o quot~ ?ro:fcsscr Charles ::r: •. ic.lkcrs 1 s contcn·~ion a!,out 
11

th:;: ca~orncss of lror!<crs tl') sherc in t!lc solu";io:t of" 

·::-rod.uction ?ro=.loms 11 r;s i:f t:tat were t~1e truth of' t:1o 

situ&tion in tho factories, ~incs, and ~ills, it bcco~cs 

necessary to ~uotc ilt 1·cc.~t on~ ::>ass .... r:·c :fro;n the abwvo 

:non·:.;ione::l ;:or:tcrs _:.a"i:.tl~ J ... "Jto-;;c.tion: 

A::: a~-uinst the brai!1•1<;-.shing t~e union bur;;:c,.uc­
rncy Jot .. ~oth at "t!1o war-tj.mo conforCnces wit:"'l t!"lc 
t;;overn:·:·10nt and o.t t:1o '?Ost-l-:ar Automation oonfcr­
onccs with Go7crn;nont an1 Industry, the wvrkvrs 
ct\:nc U? ~!i":;~ ~ warti:-:tc invention: ;:-rz .:ILJCAT •. 
Just e.s th.,rc l·Tas no ot!lor way for \'larkors t;o act 

.. during t~1c WEir ~-·her,. the ·;,urcaucracy had ·Js shac­
!<:lcd. to·thc no-strike ';)led~e, ·so thoro is no ot!"lC"r 
t·ray for ~he.: workers to act as tho ?uroaucra.cy koc-;-s 
shnoklin;; us ·1iith uniOh _contrncts ~:!1at do thO 
b?ss 1 s "">roduction for !li-:~ ••• 

-:'hC "'JOint is: \·to o.ro not tnlkinG about· ~'lhnt 
A'.li:O!:la.tiofl coulc.~ -:i.:J if l'l.:l lived under a diffcrOnt 
systorr. 1 lJut-wFiet A•Jto~::ation is rig!'l"t hero nne! now 
; •, :'he ·WOrfte:i-s P-rO doin~·· '.;!1.e'i"r own th5.ni<:ing. o, ' 
l'!·.linlcinrr an~ doin.:- are not reAlly as fnr ·npar!. c.s 
a.,..,cers to those 11ho nrc out 'to lead, t Th·e 
\'rOrkors need no leaders to tell tho:n what Au toi:lation 
is. Zh~y !tnol., what it is, and ~ecauso i::hcy !<:no,·! 
w:-..at it. is 1 thor !!.!:!"l! !.2. chango _ll. ~"'he ti:ne for 
c!"langc is not'l, •• 

!-:inrcuso Wt'.S ~u·.; of oe.rs~1o.t o:f the so wor:cors 1 not 

~oc.Olt~~o !'l'b t'limGcl!' is not- on tho '?ro9.uction line, r.1Uch 

loss t~at h~ didn 1 t 11 r'=Jc.d 11 similar stntomcnts, ~ut !Jc­

cnusc !1c was ::1ovin.:. nway frot:"l I:arx 1 s o:>nco":)"t E.£ !!:.2, 
'lr:llctaric.t. .!:.!. ~ rov.:>l'..ltionary, historic [\t_~·cnt or 
sociP.l ~ro.~sf'~lrmotion.. This ·concc·_-,t is not l\ qucstb">n 

... T~;.:: nr..:1,::.1ct "ln q:..csti')n is 

.,, (l!1n.rl os ,. cn:oy, 
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of ''belief.'' Nor is it only one of ''listening'' to the 

workers (thouuh that hcl~s). Rather it is a question 

of never sc,arntina the ideal Cro~ the rcnl, a dia­

lectic :!'let!lod of--if I may "Jsc ?-~arcuso 1 s ,hrasc-­

baing ''two-dimensional~ and, ns Hnrx cxnresscd it, 

never failin~ to sec that the more degraded the worker, 

tho greater is his '"qu.Jst f"~r U!livorsality." :Jho, 

doesn't know r.arx's fat:IOUS JD.ssagc in Caoital? 

All ~cans for tho dove1oorncnt of oroduction 
transf'Or:.l thocsclvos into means of domination over, 
and cx~loitation of, the ?reducers; they mutilate 
the laborer into ~ fra5m9nt of a man, degrade him 
to the level of an api:)ondago of a machino ••• ; 
thoy estrange l"rom hi::1 tho "intellectual ':loton­
tialitios of the la~or orocess in t~o saT.e 
"?rO?Or_tion as science· iS incor!)Orated in it e.s an 
independent "OOlofor ••• J ... ccur.lulation o£' wealth 
a.t one ?Ol.o is, therefore, at tho _same tiroo 
accumul o.tion of' mi sc ry, agony Or .~oil_, .s·lav ery, 
ignorance, brutality, ·;non tal deGradation, at1.·. 
t!lo O??Osito ~ole, i. o., on the side of· the class 
that produces its own ?reduct in tho form of 
caoi tnl, · bi.J. 703-9) 

. f.: ar,;; ·"ms clearly .not unawa.rc of tho to tali tar~nn 

cho.ructor of t!1e '?reductive a-o"'>~ratus •. Now t\'hat thia 

has beon described Cl;)lrJhonomenally as licll, and ono­

dimonsi~nality is so p~pular"'~ dcsoriotton ·.i of the 

men under what ~:arouse calls 11 tccfmological ratJ).on­

ality111 it a?ocars to ·:~c -to be all tho more necessary 

to remember tho ~~arxian corollary to that doscri-otion 

of toil nnd do(J.rada.tion: 11 tho new forces and passions 

that SlJring uo i~ the bosom of sooiotyn 

tho systo:n is 11 annihilatod," (Capital) 
to soo that 

This 
Of O';)t;)OSitos, 11 uithin !!!.2 productive proCOSS 

is tho one that :to~arcuso refuses to analyze. 

I trust this docs not sound like 11 more 

"un~ty 

itself, 

rope titian 

of the old11 in tho faco of all the now that Marcuse 

has labored to bring forth since tho timo of' !-Jarx 
+ 

that oven a ftiarx could not ho.vo possibly ro~oon, 

Scing younB, I naturally inolino moro to 11 the now" 

thnn 11 tho old, 11 3ut while I cannot claim to havo 

made an indopondont study of tho noli ohnnsc.! oithor in 

that ~>reduction which 1-:nrou.sa onlls "organized capital• 
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ism 11 or in nutr.mction, I have soon and read enough to 

·3~nclu:l.c t~'lo.t it is not easy to answer what is truly 

now in tho process of production itself and not ~nly 

in t!lo phenomenal appearance. :/hat !..!. cloar is thnt 

every nell stage in production and s::>cic.l ort::anizo.tion 

!1a.s boon matched by a now stage in workcrs 1 revolts, 

c.{!. tho a~sor?tion o:t tho trade union burl.)aucracy 

into "i::ho oste.blishmont o.nd tho introduction of nuto­

r.lntion cn~~JnC:crlng a nc"ti' form of' strubglc in tho 
~ofil.dca.t:'9 

Nowhoro is !'iarcusc' s dopo.rturo from 1-!a.rxism More 

clearly so,:,n than in · .• his 1a.tc.~t essay, 11 Socialist 

nunla.nism? 11 1-ih~so questiOn :~ark .rolo:;atos the value of 

i·~~rxr s hu:na:1ism to tho past., 10 .N'arcuso begins l'.'ith 

!::.. quotntio~ fron_J a. worlt by 1~orlouu-PontY, written 

some 20 ycnrs a.,:to, and which latOr , .... as ropudiatod by 

tho author. Yet Earcuso considors it :->o valid for 

our do.y that hiS '}".fn assay .hangs. on tho main tonots 

o'£ N.orlcau ... ?onty1 s rop~eia.tod book, :-iumanisr.1c ot 

· 9. ::y Olm contention is that tho theory of' stato­
cc.pital;s:n1 e.s developed ·within various !-~arx.ist tCn­
dcncios around the timo of :/orld ."/ar II, is tho only 
theory l'Thioh b'as cvc11 attempted to grapple with lihis 
no,., ,.,orld. stago in fundar.1ohte.l tcirmS. _This thOory 
is most 1'ully dovol.o!Jod in Dunayovsltnya 1 s 1957 Ne.rxisr.~ 

· e.nrl Froodom, l'T~"li ch. ~iarcuiir. himself' 1 a.l thouah ho did not­
"accept its conclusions, hail~d as going 11 boyond tho 
"">rovious interpretations" becauSe its auth~r attempted 
11 to roca:pturo tho intot;rnl unity of tho ~Iarxian theory 
ct its vory foundations'! in the humanistic philoso:;>hy.,.11 

Dunayovska.ya hns cornpilorl n wo'alth of data to 
?rove tho necessity of filling the theoretic void 
in tho Mnrxist r.'IOV~ocnt, not ~y dcpartin5 from M.-.rx' s 
method, but by dQVolopins it for our dny. Soo ~spe­
cially ho:- latest rostator.1ont of tho. theory, Sto.to­
Capit"-lisn ancl Knrxist-:~unnnism, in tho Docom'SO"rT966 
issue of" lfcl'/S &:Letters. 

10. It a~poars in an international symposium o~ tho 
snrno nome (but 1·rit!1.out the quosti.:>n-mnrk) edited by 
Erich. Fromm: Socialist :!umanism, Doublodny-Anohor, 
H.Y., 196G, 
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Torrour( 11 Thoso e.ro: 1) that ono cannot oountor1?CSO 

theory to 11 oontingoncy11 which shows that thoro aro 

tuo types of violanco, 11 capitelist and socialist," 

botwoon uhich ono ~ Chose and 2) that to 11 opposo to 

i·:arxisrn11 (ho moans c:tisting Communism) some abst::act 
11 1':'1orali ty first" is to 11 by"'!3ass tho real problem. 11 

The rco.son f'or l·iorlcau-Ponty' s repudiation of' his 

viol'rs, of' "Which !-:ercuso docs not info:r:m us, is that ·thr.J 
11 rcal problom11 ,_.,.as not t~c absraction quoted, but tho 

f'orcod labor c::-.r:n:>s in ~ussic lofhich, in ·1947, Morloeu­

Ponty had evidently ~cccptod aS some sort of' necessary 
11 socia1.ist 11 violence.. ~-t:'lcthor or not l:orloau-Ponty, 

in b:-oakinb f'ro1;1 .:can-Paul 5£".rtro, had seen that 

!·inrxism and Communisr.t, f'ar f'ror.1 boins 11 synonymous, 11 

or at least tho only !·~arXisc which 11 exists". ( Sartrc) , 

o.rc actual· opposites is not tho quc-:;tion. For it is 

corte.inly truo ·that J.iarouso hi:::1sclf, in those yOD.rs 1 , 

di:l !!£.t sido with }.~orlcau-Ponty e.nd did 11rit6 tho 

re~arkaPlo Reason and :::1-ovolution w!lich re-established 

tho humanism of' tho youns r:arx as baing identioril l'{ii;h 

tho 11 sciontif'ic oc:::momios" of' tho ma:turo Nnrx. ·· 

:lhothor or r.ot he also sau that behind tho talk of 

t110 di:fforcnt ,oppOsed kinds· oC violonc? lurl<:od. an 

a?ologic. of' tho ~·~ vi">lcnca which sends t·ts 

0\~1'!1 '\'iorkors to f'occd le.!Jor camps. is not half' as im­

?Orl>e.n_-t !'or our discussion as is Mereu so 1 tl scorning de­

parture from what he hies elf' 1 and not l\lorlonu-Ponty, 

l<rotc not only in 1941 !>ut oven in 19.57 when ho stated 

that Narx 11 accopts 'hurnn.nisr.i. 1 ~at as a philosophy 

amonG ot!.lors but n::; n historical f'act or rnthor 

histor:lcnl possibility." In 196.5, on t!:lo ot!:lor hand, 

he writos that tho humanis>O (bourgeois I) ot: the 13th 

nnd 19tl:. centuries 'N:'lioh "still guides Nnrx 1 s oarly 

iiritings 11 has boon 11 sur!'nssocl by tho do,~olopr.Jcnt of' 

society." (p. 112) 

11. Galli\:lnrd-4J:t:;', .?aris, 1947. Subti tloa HEssni sur 
lo probln~no oonu:mn~.sto,." 
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Aenin, o.s ar;:1inst his :>rovious position of accc~­

tance of' Xarx 1 ~ notion of the tJrolotarint as revolution·· 

ary, .ha now writ~s: 11 For the laboring clausas arc no 

longer those to whono the rEvolut;iou onco e.p:;:c!llcd e.nd 

t~cir initiative is not likoly to load to revolution­

ary soci~list solidarity.•• :to also now thinks that 

r.;arx 11 did not. for~:c:;...:c t11v grout achic·.romcnt of 

te-chnical so-.:icty, 11 an:l it is e. f"act that Il.arx would 

hnvc -... ~rtomontly rejected tho ''o.ssinilation of frccdorr. 

an<.l necessity" \\"hich is r.:nrcusc' s dot'in~tion o!'. it. 

!?row t:lis" Nnrcuso ccnclur.les t:1nt "socinlJ.ct h~J!ii.nhise 

can no longer be defined in terms of' th~ in:!ividun.l, 

t!le all-round 'Persanf'.lity, and sclf-dotcrffiiontion. 11 

It npocnrs, rinally, thnt udv~ncod industrial sOciety 

has an ar.rparntus for maiu~ .. ging 11nll di:nonsions of' life~ 

free time as uoll as woriting time, n~gat1.vc ~.s wcl~. n.s 

~ositivo' thin~dng.~' (.,. 115) The conclusion rcv~ls 

tho aut!1or 1 s intcllcctun~ist upproach for. it appears 

t!lnt we o.r~ not yet ready f"or. a nel'l · "Subjoct, 11 that 

w!lnt we nocd ':)roscntly is "not· 1 hu~nnization 1 of' lnbor 1 

but its mechanization and ?1nnnod produotiori,~1 that i.s 

to say ~ .:!-litist totalitarian technocracy, but 

directed in a 11 bonovolent 11 .-J.iroction, e.{;. u,rban 

renewal, etr pollution control, ~tc~ 

Suddenly, however, thoro doos.finally O.?~oar e 

rcr.:.f'firmation of the: 11 ~istoricnl truth of tho r.:arxian 

conce,,t:i.on. 11 Even if' it does not flow lof"iacnlly 

from tho essay, it is to bo welcomer!, with n sort of 

wnrnin~, ~owcvcr, that. it seems to be 'JUt for tho far 

distant f'uturc. And Marcuso hnstons to remind us 

that "the question hero is not that of f'uturo _?ossi­

bilitios; it is the ~resent reality which is !'.t stnl:C .. 11 

In a word, we are back to his refusal to nocopt tho 

:>rolctnriot--or f'or that matter tho blaolc revolution­

ary or r.ny ot!tcr rcobcls--as tho rovolu_tionary force, 

Instc-nd, the .whol'' question is lof't opon: 11 Sooinlist 

theory, no 1nnttcr hol.,. true, onn n~ithor prcscrib~ nor 
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predict the 'future aa;cntc ot' a historical. trans:formation 

which is more than over bofor3 the Sl)cctor that ha~Jnts 

tho cst~blished sociotics. 11 

S:i.gnific-antly, tl:...\.s latc:;:st essay by !-iarcuso 

nppcarcd in t:"~.c first sym':,)osium on ~.l.~~~~ 

to include writers fe_or.. tho 11 third world, 11 tho 11 :.'ost, 11 

and tho 11 East~ 11 Since its publication, some of t!1o 

latter have proven the sor:.ousn~Jss of' thoir phil­

oso?hical pri':lciples by going to jail in ?oland dr 

carrying on political struggles in Czcchoslol'akia. 12 

?tioraovr:r, today: s oocn-ondod oVcnt~ in Eastern .3uropa 

ere not taking ?lace in a vacuum, as was tho caso in 

lC).)~, .sine~ thoy have bcoJn me.tcbcd by a ?.rc-revvlu­

tionnry crisis in· on pi tali st F'rnnoo and a gol1oral 

rona.issanco of yout~ revolts throughout tho world .. 

'!'his now stage of' world ri1i1itan_cy has tnkon on 

un ont·irely new signif'i,canco since tho adhorcnco of over 

10 million l\'"orkors til tho ccnerf\1 strike in:o.tiatcd by 

the students in France. For Narcuso~ however, this 

movement ·MUst Do 1abolod 11not f-or home consum;ttion. 11 

He was luss thnn ont.husiastj.o about the Columbia._ 

rovolt {sec- ~.:\mparts, Junv 20·) nnd in a 'recent spcOc~ 

on Frnnce (L .. A. Frse Pross, Juno 23) went out of his 

wny to insist.that tho idou of such thinG'S happanint; 

in tho U .. S~ is 11 uttorly fantast~c.:1 . Nattlrally, £'.s 

u Marxist, ~ie.rcusc hailed tho French mol'omcnt. 3ut, 

in order to provo that 11 it ca~1 1 t happen horo 11 he 

12·, IvE:.n Svitak, tho Czech author of "tho oRsny ou 
11 Tho .:)ourcos of Sooia.list Humnnism, 11 spelled out tho 
content or his philosophy quito clarly whon~ under 
direct attack from the a.ppnra.tus, !lo ostablishod 
d,.roct contact with the minors nod told them: 11 lor­
kors and intellectuals hal'O a common enemy--tho 
bureaucratic dictatorshi!' of tho avpars.tus,. • .,And it 
is for this reP.son that in tho interest of social::lst 
dcmocrncy lotu hnvc to stroncthen tho unity ot~ those 
workinz l'li th their !lands and thuso l'lorking l·Ti th thoir 
brains a~ninst tho a~paratusos of tho -pol<fOr olito 
l'ihich hn~ boon, is, and romnins tho r.1£'.in ottstaclo in 
tho uniquo oxporiruont o:f our nation with socialist 
domooracy., 11 
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rli~:~;ort.1c! his nnnlysis of its causes, insi4iting thnt 

the French ,.,;::.rkcrs wcro less affluent than ours and 

"?OS~osscd a revolutionary tradition w!'lich 11 is still 

alive to a cont;i:lornblo dcgrvv'' (quoted. by 3tuughton 

Lynd, Gu.n!".1ian,, ,July J.J}. 

Evidently, their revolt \.'as a more reflex loft 

o.7cr from an crir~ior stage ( 18~8? 1871?) and Harcuso 

convoniontly forgets that !lis own theory of 11 tochno­

lo~y <:~.bsorbi:tg ontology". wns cl.cvvlope.:l ?recisoly in 

FranCe nt a time when the Gaullist f'ivo-yce.r-?le.n wa!; 

r~tionolizi':lfi' and ~odornizingo Frc~.oc!:r. iJ!dustry and the 

left was universally bemoaning tho fact that the 

workers ''~Ol'O only in torosto:i in. automo.bi1.os ~nd T.V .. 

sets. Leaving a.sido tho fac-e that 11 affluonco" was 

hardly the ,-issuo in Fr~nco (the workers 'Pushed aside 

tho ,.,acre hike as irrolo.vnnt) t Marcus,o r.1ust ·und.orstr:nd 

that if' 11 tochnolocical rationality" '_Jorvadcs r.1odcrn 

industrial society, surely this must l.ncludo a countr~ 
a~ l1ighly dcvclO?\!r.l as Fro.n.r,c.. lt.s· t.o Frr.nco' 1 s 

rovolution:lry tradition., it is indood ~rcat, but one 

"!isl:.os that moro in·t:clloctunls would lock at our ·own, 

4~ioro ir.ll,')orto.n.t 1 the central characteristic of' tho 

French striko :-.·c.s as Murcuso himself poin~od out the 

spontnnoo.us self'-r.1obi·lizc.ti6n of tho rank-and-fil.c 

,.,.orl:ors, ospooially those under JO, !.!1 opJJosi tion to 

tho .trn.di tional Loft (tho <jponly oount-or-rnvolu tionar.y 

CP and. CGT), lY'hich initially branded ~he str:.kors ns 

"c.dvonturists" and thc11 joinoc! .t!lo movement only to 

co-o?t it. into '?arlia:':lcntary channels. 

It is noi thor fair nor '-"'Olovnnt 1 ho\'rcvor, to 

judgo Narcuso on tho ~~sis of this or that political 

9ron')U11cc:ncnt of tho ::10r.10nt. It is B5 a phil~sophcr 

--a r>hilosol?hcr of rovolution--thnt his evolution mu;;t; 

be ovnluatod. l:arouso is significant booo.uso, e.s ca•J.y 

as 1941 1 he brought to th.ts 1-t.mod.c-nn oitndol of 

pro.{_(mntic omoirir.is:n o. ;rent treasure, i.rn;?licit in tho 
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works of' Ioinrx nnd Hogolt but ignored by us; "the power 

of negative thinking, •• tho driving f'orcc o~ dialer-tical 

thought 1 used ns a tool f'or analyzin~ tho world of' 

facts in terms of' its internal inadequacy" (Preface 

to Rons..2.2_~nd Rovolutic:!!). He taught us to shod OU!" 

prejudices about tho historical.roality of" 11 !:hings ns 

thoy aro
11 

a.nc! to hold fast to vhat Hegel called th9 

"labor, pnticnco, sc~fousness, and suffering o!' tho 

r:ogativo" in crier to soo tho nEnll' world taking shape 
within tho old. 

If Ma.rcuso 1 in. his rocon·t ~.,ork~, has bocomo so 

dop.rossod by tho npp~rcnt tyranny or 11 things as thoy 

arc" ovcr.mon's rninds, ioo., a "t~chno.~.oeictLl,rat!on­
ality" SUl":"tlosodly cB.l_)nblo of' programming our vary 

nood!i and desires, that he has lost pntianc.o with tho 

negative, this should not proven~~ f'rom ~ccogni~ing 
end giving Voice to "tho nOt'/ '9Bssions and !Jo~ f'OrCOS 11 
!'or tho reconstruction cf' socic!:y that nro eve::-ywho::.·o 

"Cho ~l:Jmnn countorpa1·t to an incroasint;ly a'.t toJnatOd 
~rorl·d.· 
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