lov. 14,1970
Doaar Colleagues: , : : : o
Y -~ . There‘ars two reasons why I'm addrwssing you the dey aiter I sent
out both a letter and a full, langthy chapter 2{of Parg 1) to ihe whole organiza-
tion. Oneo 48 theorstical, or st least methodological insofar as writing the book
as a whole rather than daparste parts and .chapters. The other is practicel,
mct;l_,x how'do we: practice theory at the very tims wo are supposed to be concentrate
"ing on proletarianization and growth of organlzation. 1t ~rely isn't juat
having educationals on the theorstical work such as I prop. d we have on Marx
 to atari oif the new year, ' : ‘ IR .

: ‘ . First, tho mothodology. It is & wmy of warning that the chapters
of Part I will by no means come as fast ag Ch.Z, though it wili not take a3 long
as Ch.1 I sent last yoar or beginning of this year (I really don't remembar} which

. will rumein the most difficult. ) ‘ . :

Here I am looking at the Trotsky chapter which is, more or lasc,
_tho one ihat will start Part II. Well, it just can't be a siuple rewriting or
sxpansion. Now thet we must ssa the work as a whole, it must be 2 gresi deal more
Fhilosephic. I don't mesn vocabulary. I mean something a great dezl moro serilous.
I mean: what did all of Part I mean with its stress s the dialectic, on Why Hegel?
Why Now? How do we develop the dislectic when we no longer have Harx and Lenin :
to guide us because both ars deads neither saw the poriod in which we lived; ‘Drotsky =
.‘renains the great "an of.  October" and to prove he is not, 2o he certainly is not,. E '

.

the continuator of Marx and Lenln cinnot be dore just on statexcapitaliam, especiaily
" slnueé state-capitalism likewlise has split ia two, and we have insizted that in fact -
it was but a trapsition point to Marxist-flumanism. But Marxist-Humanism was not
. the conerete while Trotsky was, alive. Ard to bes centersd around the pole of ths
o -pessantry, as it did in the draft and will agein, muct now take into considaration
.+ that the Maoists will say: Precisely, this ls why we are the ointinuators,Yets. otc

T
'

. - . i a word, whon one writes separate’chaplers, one-cah leava thise

¢ questions.to be inswered in chapter on Mao. Vhea one writes a book, no, it cannot.

" wait till then. We musi every single furdasmehtal Footed in -that Bart [; and LF i

* . 'diesn¥t wake it easy since-he had nearly nought to #sy on dislectics (except on

- Mpgtty-bourgeois opposition® to which wé will not stoop)and yet we must elicit -

it both from the objective situation of his peried ami-the actual debatae, I
haven't worked out that transition. I've been at ii a whole day and I'm not sure 4
T ¥now what I will do tomorrow either, so I decided to let you know it i5 no simple
matter of writing a chapter out of context, so to speek, a3 T d3d in rough draft. -

_ Now to the second point. Ycu have very great responsibilities

as lesdership,léedership of an activiast as well as philosophic=political terdency,

not to mention that I will not be around for a few months. Oukey first there

is proletarianization and black dimension, then there is womea and youth. If all :
ers equally affected by recognition of indispensability of philesophy, then we must
know how o get members by presenting thet question of theory as & oractieal activity.
Contacts must feel that we are not only asking them for their séory, but they. must 3
know that the N&L context in which it will be put "demands" that they know how they
“are growing and unique. For sxatiple, so simple a question as reporting on Angela
havis whom we surely must suppori againet the Reagans and the lixons must alsc

report on what she could have elicited from the way she prosented Marxism not
merely on campus--no one needs to become a 'teacher' for thet~-but the way she
presented the whole question of the prisons to her young, idealistic,courageous
bedyguard that would not have resulted in his young death., I remember reading

once one sentence frem Marx that rather surprised me. He was arguing with some
non~theorist and alleged worker(he was & craftsman;I taink 1t was Weitling) and
getting nowhere on theory wheréupon he suddenly turned on him and said: And how
axactly do you propose to convince the workers should go out on strike and lose

their livelihood unless....? Annenkov reports that everybody then walked out with
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Jo a wund. unless you know how that nim,.ly to put the question of theory
.a8 belng a practical question of ¢luss struggle that,both in ths immedicte
end in the ultim.ta sense, loads to betber conditions of labor, what?s the pcint
of -thsory?

That, naturaliy didn't mean Marx didntt proceed with develop.'mg theory
"ia. and for itsslf! as well, It doos mean thal, aach stage of ite development,
‘one must practice theory in a way that the latter sppears & activity , and
the practice as tueoryl

: Or take ¥L; what is the peint if my article in psmphlet remains only
theory for those zn the inside, wheress whea you wish one to becoms a moubar,
that contact doean?t sue Yproaf" in gvery argument that it flows from a
oortein orpanization whiok has those views, Thers ere no idees thot float
oboit; there are only meople who have ideas and they fopress them in a wey
that the contact begins Lo fool he wants to do it that simply tco. We must-

. theroforo think cf some action 'that we will propose and carry through, whother
‘it be among youth or women or blacks or ‘proletarians. I denft know what it is
wa were doing during this G strike other than getting sose stordies, but I '
.7 .hope I¥m wrong, and that some of the contacts we visited aad are s£i12 .
", visiting for tbhose storles, hoars something different from us than they 'did
rron SDS and their aw:lag of 4l etter words on the picket line, .

T4 is pet.u:.ia.r how sowa who have ne theory at all can make Vcontacis"

.f@el that selling a paper (writing is way abvove what thay ack of contactst)

. iz & great activity that is a woy of Mmaking® revolutions t:hsreaa we shy awmy. -
‘_from askting for such activities from others and think that unless we can Zead
"8 general strike wo reslly arentt "activa." : ) g

. Spa(-ifically on the chapter en Marx I sents - Of course, it will be .

a Maeacture", but whoever dees it must make the audience feel that he, in turn,
and she, ezpenin].'la-._. can discuss en thet level with her shopmtes so that they
could go sbout starting a shop paper svon, or mske themselves™rosponsible
for asseing that the shop talk is reported in N&L ragumlarly. Pessimism is out,
not beocause Polyanna 1s the thing, but becausa it smﬁ doesntt tally with
the reality of what the workers strive for as againot what they-have to face
daily. 7There is at least one good expression we should "steal" from existen- ..
tiallsm: lived existence., It's very different from just existing,

ind as a final Masgide" rhich is very central to our growth: office
works N_t just any effice work. The office of the organization of the paper
of tha tﬁaory of Marxist-Humanism. What is the use of loving the word,
"dialogue” when we talk either about the batfle of ideas or self-development,
and yot fail 8o see. that the correspondence in the office, the telephone calls,
the mailing liste-yes, just the mailing list--presents innwserable challanges
for dialogue, national and international, loecal and individual, Challanges
and tests for your owsg creativity.

Yours,
Raya
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