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EDITORIAL

WELL FOR ROOSEVELT!
By DANIEL DE LEON

HE answer given in Bridgeport, Conn., by the Bull Moose Presidential can-

didate to the question put to him by the Kangaroo, alias Socialist party, of

that State, on the subject of the unemployed was a bull’s-eye hit.

Said Roosevelt: “The Socialist party in this letter ask me what we intend to do

with the problem of unemployment. In the first place, I know of no practical plan

that the Socialist party itself has for dealing with the problems.”

A bull’s-eye, said we? Nay, it is a double bull’s-eye. It is a solar plexus, adminis-

tered at once to both Bullmoosia and Kangaroosia.

That Kangaroosia has no practical, indeed, no plan whatever on unemployment,

Socialist party literature amply attests, and anyone familiar with the same surely

knows.

Socialist party propaganda teaches the droll economics that “the workers pay

the taxes.” The practical results that such nonsense leads the S.P. to are illustrated

in Schenectady. Elsewhere in this issue will be found in full the article

“Schenectady the Unripe” by Walter Lippmann, ex-Executive Secretary of the S.P.

Mayor of that city, the Rev. Dr. Lunn, and which we reproduce from the Call of last

June 9.1 The article is a matchless picture of S.P. star-gazing in general. Among the

points it covers is the incapacity of the S.P. municipal administration of

Schenectady to keep its promises owing to its poverty, which is due to its all-

absorbing effort “to keep down taxes.”

Roosevelt’s answer reveals intimate acquaintance with the taxation theory of

the S.P., and the theory’s workings in Schenectady and Milwaukee. Of course the

S.P. can have declamation only on unemployment. A party, that teaches that the

                                                
1 [See page 3 for reprint from Weekly People of September 21, 1912]
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working class pays the taxes, can surely not be expected to pile upon its dearly be-

loved and already overburdened proletariat the additional load of extra taxes—the

only practical means wherewith to tackle the problem of unemployment as an “im-

mediate demand.” Roosevelt’s answer is a knock-out blow to the S.P. questioner.

But Roosevelt simultaneously dealt his own Progressive party a knock-out blow

with the identical blow that he knocked out the S.P. on the vital subject of unem-

ployment.

Whatever it may say here, there, or yonder—Bullmoosia knows that the taxes

are paid by the property-holding, by the labor-exploiting class—Bullmoosia knows

that taxes come from that portion of the wealth produced by, but never pocketed by

labor—Bullmoosia knows that taxes come out of profits—Bullmoosia is well aware

that, in America, any increase of taxation spells a decrease of the profits reserved

for use by the class whom to save Bullmoosia has flung its hat in the ring. Accord-

ingly{,} apart from the circumstance that unemployment is necessary for the exis-

tence of capitalism, the Progressive party need not be expected to drain the profit-

coffers of its class with the taxation that the immediate tackling of unemployment

would demand.

Roosevelt’s answer makes it clear to the unemployed{—}and also to the em-

ployed to whom unemployment is a scourge—that there is no balm for them in the

Gilead of either Bullmoosia, or Kangaroosia. Both have their faces set for low, and

still lower taxes—the former, because it knows that the Capitalist Class pays the

taxes; the latter, because it is either ignorant enough to believe, or demagogic

enough to pretend to believe{,} that the Working Class pays the taxes.
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SCHENECTADY THE UNRIPE 
• y Walter L.ppman in N. Y. "Call" of 

June », 1912. 

A word 

necessary I 

ui pergonal •• A plana Hon t» 
A few days before the So­

cialists took olttce in Schenectady, Mayor 
Luna asked uie to be bi» executive sec­
retary. 1 accepted ami went to Schen­
ectady for the mauguratitm on New 
Years Day. On the 1st of May, 1 re­
argued. In tho»e tour mouths un unua-
uslly good ib*mc wan mine to watch 
things shaping thfinsehrs. ror tin' po-
tition of MHfetary to the Mayor is a 
stage box from which to watch any ad­
ministration. Being a Granger to the 
town, moreover, 1 was innotfiit of that 
personal biss and clique loyalty »vhieh 
form ao important a part of life in a 
small city. 1 had no history and no 
future in ScheucctaiU. it was a job 
to do and an experiment to watiu. 

Certain obHerration* seem worth sta­
ting; certain t*oiielu*ioni» worth <oiiHid-
erlng. If they seem the criticism of a 
foci, particularly to some ot the people 
in Schenectady, may they follow the 
usage of all good Socialist locals hv at 
least calling me "Comrade Fool/' For 
the men and women in Schenectady, no 
one w.ho ban lived with them can -mape 
a great deal of affection. In fact, when 
thtt feeling forced itself upon me that 
the victory in Sehewctady came too noon, 
tkat the administration labejed Social­
ist was really impotent, that it might 
cause disappointment which «as danger­
ous, I resigned believing that there were 
more important things to do than to 
take part in 'good government" politics, 
the personal kindness and tolerance of 
the people was «o great that the writ­
ing of this article is no pleasant task. 

Naturally- it would lie easier to keep 
qviet and run no risk of having motives 
misinterpreted. No matter. The Social­
ist movement is nourished on criticism; 
me are not old-party politicians putting 
loyalty "to the or^niii/ation" at the head 
e! the virtiti'S: Shene<tady is not the 
balance in which Socialism is to be 
weighed; it is nothing but a laboratory 
i» which we are experimenting and the 
personal testimony of those who have 
lad a chance to observe it is the only 
way people can learn how the experiment 
is going. 

Putting aside kid gloves then, Schen­
ectady is a disappointment. Nothing is 
being clone there that twenty reform 
cities can't duplicate, and the Socialist 
rule mutt be described as pretty "good 
government." Timidity of action, the 
lack of a hold plan, a kind of aimless-
cess is the reality behind revolutionary 
speeches. 1 am not writing out of des-
ptir. True, if Schenectady Socialism is 
M sharp object lesson in what always 
rt-*ults when we turn from education 
to politics, when we seek to win 
votes rather than to make converts, 
when we look for an immediate concrete 
return in political victory rather than 
the more distant intangible return in 
greater understanding. 

The old political parties in this coun­
try to-day are shot to pieces—Roose­
velt assures us that Taft is a crook and 
Taft says Roosevelt is one. Each of 
them has inside knowledge. The.Dem­
ocratic party with its windy Clark, 
Tammany and the unspeakable Hearst is 
here when the "independent" voter can* 
net out of self-respect vote for cither 
party. He is looking for a party to 
rerresent him. Under certain conditions 
h wdl vote the S.Haiist ticket. But 
h.' will not become * Socialist. Instead 
h • puts himself into some such attitude 
as this: "We are all more or les* So­
cialists these days. A lot of the things 
you fellows want to do are line. Play­
grounds and dental clinics and Sunday 
concerts, efficiency and, above all, no 
graft. What I like about you is your 
idealism—-of course there are a lot of 
fanatics among you, but go ahead any­
way. A little responsibility will make 
you sober—and you can clean out the 
grafters.*' This sort of progressive will 
often put the Socialists in power while 
t i e old parties are split up. But he 
ask* a price for his support. That price 
is nothing else than that the Socialist 
party should represent his timid benev­
olence. Socialists who get his support, 
a* in Schenectady, seem to pay the price 
he asks. 

The vote is illuminating. In Schenec­
tady County, of which the City of Schen-
ecftidy is 8.» per cent—the growth from 
1100 to 1J»10 was what we hav> come to 
think of as the normal Socialist in-
ci case: 

1000 32 
1?>02... 136 
1W4 434 
1 . f U f l . . . „ » » * * » % # # . » »>- | i 

1M9 1.063 
1910 2.028 

In January, 100D. Dr. George R. Lunn, 
the pastor of the First Reformed Church 
had become so radical in his preaching 
tLat he waa practically forced out of 

votes 
votes 
votes 
votes 
votes 
votes 
vot*s 

his pulpit. With a group of followers 
he founded the United People's Church 
and a weekly paper called the Citisen. 
He was not then a member of the party, 
tut bis preaching and writing had a 
Sccialist background. His personal fol­
lowing was large; men liked him and 
vere attracted by his eloquence. They 
had seen him give up a comfortable liv­
ing, a high position in a beautiful 
chunh in order to preach what he felt. 
Tin- Socialists in his congregation went 
out to get him, and after a while they 
succeeded. A year and a half or so 
back he joined the party and his paper 
became an organ of Socialist propaganda. 

When it was time to nominate a man 
lor Mayor in the campaign of 11! Ji Lunn 
was easily the strongest candidate. There 
was, 1 have been told, some objection 
made at the time by Socialists who 
re vert he less liked and admired Lunn 
very much. What they said was strange­
ly prophetic. With Lunn as candidate, 
they maintained, the vote will grow very 
fast. He can attract a big non-Socialist 
following. If he is not nominated, the 

J vote will simply increase at a normal 
| rate. This brought out an extremely 

important question of party policy: 
I Shall the Socialists play for a non-So-

ciuist vote? They said yes in Schenec­
tady and nominated Lunn. He polled 
M M votes in the city and elected with 
.Sim the city and county tickets. 

Note the increase of the vote. At 
the previous mayoralty election, two 
years before, the Socialist candidate re­
ceived 020 votes. Lunn received 6.536, 
a gain of more than 700 per cent. That 
tbi* was a Lunn victory ia made still 
plainer by the fact that the county tick­
et received just three votes than Lunn 
did it in the city alone. The Socialists 
eiected an Assemblyman for the county 
on the strength of Lunn's vote in the 
city Now. of course, the entire increase 
in the vote it not due to Lunn; some of 
it is the regular Socialist gain. But 
tl at about a quarter of it was a Lunn 
vote. I do not believe anyone will dis­
pute. These were the votes that made 
the plurality that carried the victory. 

But it is hardly necessary to prove the 
point with figures. It has been made 
again and again, and no one has ques­
tioned it. In Schenectady, it is taken 
for granted. What is perhaps not so 
clearly recognized is the effect of it. 

Lut the effect of it is being felt, never­
theless. For it made this kind of situa­
tion: the Socialists in full control of 
the city government and entirely re­
sponsible for it; these Socialists elected 
by a slim plurality; their vote initio of 
perhaps 1.200 party members, several 
hundred of whom joined after the vic­
tory, a possible 3,000 workingmen, more 
or less Socialistic, about 2,000 disgusted 
independents and Lunn followers; the 
victory obtained after a dashing cam­
paign in which the Socialists had not 
really expected to win; power and re­
sponsibility coming to them, therefore, 
before they had formulated any compre­
hensive plan of action. 

I wish I could speak with better knowl­
edge of the campaign which led up to 
the victory. What I know of it is sim­
ply gathered from the stories told by 
Socialists who were in it. by newspaper 
men who reported it and by the back 
flies of the Citizen with which it was 
fought. There is no doubt that Lunn 
brought the issue back to the dishonesty 
and general disreputableness of the old 
political ring. He is a great spellbinder 
—resourceful, he knows that attack is 
the only defense. Lunn played horse 
with the old machines; the politicians 
were bewildered and divided by the fresh­
ness of an attack, which, as an old 
newspaper put it, went through that 
town like a gale. 

It swept the Socialists into power; 
they suddenly had a city of 80.000 to 
govern. There wasn't a lawyer, doc­
tor, engineer, accountant, educator or 
business executive in the party whom 
they could appoint to office. The seri­
ousness of that doesn't lie in the old 
political wish to put only good "regular" 
men in political jobs. If. for example, 
the Sociaists were in the field simply as 
a more efficient and more honest group 
of reformers, the fact that their organ­
ization contained no so-called profession­
al men might be «n advantage. They 
would make nonpartisan appointments. 
But what is a virtue in a mere reformer 
becomes a vice in a Socialist; the non­
partisan expert is a narrow expert. For 
th • work that Sociaists have before them 
they need not merey good doctors and 
lawyers, but doctors and lawyers who 
are Socialists. There's a world of dif­
ference between A good lawyer and a 
good Socialist lawyer. 

In Schenectady, the party was defin-
itt-ly hampered by the lack of men who 
combined professional training with So-
c.alist vision. In a few cases non-So­
cialists were appointed; the health of­
ficer was a Republican personally friend. 
Ir to the Socialists; the Corporation 
Counsel is a Democrat. For other posi­

tions they follow the lead of Milwaukee. 
Rochester and a few other American cit­
ies in what people speak of at the Gar-
man municipal method; they want out 
of town and imported the men they 
needed. From Boston they got their 
Commissioner of Charities, from New 
York City the Deputy Controller, from 
en up-State town a City Engineer, from 
Milwaukee a Commissioner of Public 
Works. 

When the administration took of­
fice on January 1, It must be confessed, 
I think, that Its policy and its program 
was an exceedingly vague and unde­
fined thing. Now, in making a state­
ment of this kind, I realise fully the 
difficulty of proving It. It is easier to 
draw the outlines of a mountain than 
a cloud; it is hard to be definite about 
the undefined. I aat In conference, 
caucuses and committee meetings for 
four months and yet I find it difficult 
to convey fairly the atmosphere of baf­
fled good intentions in which we moved. 
How often did we say, vehemently: 
"We ought to <fo something; we ought 
to start something"? And then, per­
haps, somebody would have a good 
idea, and it would be put Into effect. 
That Germany and France, not to say 
America, had a vast amount of munici­
pal Socialist experience that could be 
used we knew in a vague sort of way. 
But somehow or other it Is hard to 
learn and to govern at the same time. 
The actual administrative work, the 
constant attacks of preachers and 
newspapers are absorbing, not to say 
distracting and consecutive study 
was in Schenectady out of the question 
It was hard to learn in the rush of 
office what had not been learned out 
of it. 

To make the situation as concrete 
as possible, let me illustrate with three 
Important matters, education, the po­
lice, and public expenditure. 

For the first time In any consider­
able city In America the Socialists con­
trol the School Board. In the first 
three months they had the appoint­
ment of four out of five members of 
the board. It was a wonderful op. 
portunlty. In all the conferences and 
caucuses at which names of men were 
discussed I never once heard anyona 
suggest that education was a thing on 
which Socialists could be supposed to 
have opinions. Two attitudes prevail­
ed towards the appointments. The 
first was that the school commission­
ers should all be Socialist party mem­
bers, whether or not they knew any* 
thing about education; the second was 
that they should be honored citizens 
of the city whether or not they were 
Socialists. A compromise waa reached 
in which all four appointees were So­
cialists at heart, although two of them 
were enrolled as Republicans. 

Schenectady ia missing an unparal­
leled opportunity. To say that the So­
cialists had no plans in regard to edu­
cation is no over-statement. It is fair 
to say that when this opportunity came 
they did not even know that they ought 
to have plans. Why, the day befora 
I left, the clerk of the board came to 
me and asked me whether I wouldn't 
write out for him my views on the pur­
poses and methods of education. When 
I explained that I had never studied the 
subject and was as ignorant of It as 
Senator Smith is about navigation, ha 
took It as a piece of praiseworthy but 
unnecessary modesty. 

The fact Is that the Socialist move­
ment in Schenectady is too unripe to 
realise an opportunity Ilka the one it 
has, too untrained to have devoted at­
tention to the question of education, 
too immature to have developed with­
in itself men who understand the prob­
lem and Its poasibilitiea. Power has 
come too soon. 

Not only has It come too soon, it has 
come in such a way as to make the 
Socialists play politics. The feeling 
in the back of their minds, the feel­
ing that subconsciously determines 
their actions is that they were elected 
by the grace of non-Socialists—that 
their constituency would not support 
a bold move. That explains the desire 
not to have the appointees all called 
Socialist; The "good government" 
people who elected them do not be­
lieve in "partisan" school boards. The 
Schenectady Socialists are democratic 
not only aa a theory, but as a matter 
of practice. They are compelled to 
represent the sentiment of the com­
munity; their community does not 
agree with them; they know It, and 
although they are called Socialists, 
they cannot be Socialists. They did 
not to go through the long and painful 
process of educating public opinion 
until it desired real changea. They 
are paying the penalty in impotence. 

The same conditions have worked 
themselves out to Ilka results in re­
gard to the police. For when an ad­
ministration is called upon to direct 
the police power it has to adopt 
some policy towards drink, gam­
bling and prostitution. Nothing in 
politics is more puzzling than the 
question of what to do about "vice." 
The whole subject is so swaddled in 
the idea of sin, so charged with hys­

teria and what might be called mor­
bidly social enthusiasm, above all e > 
obscure to the sanest, that It would be 
foolish to expect anything genuine 
radical of the administration la 
8chen«*xdy 

There aeems to be no standard 8c 
ciallat attitude toward these questlo 
which an administration confront 
with the problem can use as guld 
My experience in Schenectady show • 
that Socialists in power simply folio 
their prejudices like most other ad­
ministrations. 

Mayor Lunn is a clergyman, and 
although, like every other sane ma 
he sees through the hypocrisy of the 
Sunday blue laws, yet by tradition an I 
temperament he inclines toward a pro 
hibition attitude. The German Branch 
of the party in Schenectady, on th-
other hand, leans by tradition and tern 
perament and sociability toward bee 
on Sunday. 

When it came time to act, the d 
cislon was for Lunn to make. As 
Mayor he Is head of the police. I re­
gret that he played straight into th-
hands of those who believe in strenu 
ous Sunday closing, raids and forcibl 
suppressions. Schenectady's lid is 
down tight; there is no denying that 
The clergymen have commended th« 
situation. Now, of course, if you wan 
to be literal and unimaginative about 
these things, you say that the law ; 
very definite and all the Socialists Can 
do is to obey their oaths and enfon 
It. The fact remains that an execu 
t h e has a great deal of discretion In 
the way he enforces the law. He can 
strain a point in order to be strict 
he can bait traps, or he can try a 
Tom Johnson did in Cleveland to turn 
the heavy hand of the law into a help 
Ing hand. The police can be trans 
formed Into an organized band of so 
cial workers, instead of being us< 
simply as the absurd instrument of 
suppression and agents of obnoxim 
anti-vice delusions. 

It wasn't the Socialists who had 
these delusions—at least not ver> 
strongly. It was some kind of "purity-
society with a very active head wh< 
had them. And although it Is a pity 
to have to confess It, It was fear of 
what that man could do In the wa> 
of exposure which set up the spectacle 
of a Socialist administration jamming 
and hammering down the "lid." 

In the first two months, the offi­
cials had to determine how much 
money they would appropriate for the 
year. This amounted to drawing up 
a program for the various departments 
of the city government—health, chart 
ties, police, fire, schools, public works 
—apart from public Improvements 
which could be paid for out of bond 
Issues. The amount of service to be 
gotten out of the government Is prac­
tically determined when the budget for 
the year is drawn up. 

It was plain that if the money which 
had formerly gone to waste in slip­
shod and perhaps corrupt waya were 
turned to enlarging public service, the 

money raised be!ow that of their Demo­
cratic predecessors. 

Now the state of mind in regard to 
public expenditure by Socialists is 
highly important. The dread of high 
taxes Is the weazened soul of "good 
government" politics. But a Socialist 
administration is false to its doctrine 
If it skimps and becomes parsimonious 
for the sake of a tax showing. The 
only reason it does ao is because It Is 
thinking of a political campaign. 
When Socialists in power plead consti­
tutional restrictions as the reason for 
impotence, there is great justice in 
what they say. But when they ham­
per the public services they have in 
order to keep down taxes, they are 
politicians instead of Socialists. 

All the weaknesses of the situation 
came out into the light in this, the 
nv-t-t. disheartening lesson of Schenec­
tady: The fear of a public opinion, not 
educated, and therefore fickle; the 
need for good campaign arguments to 
reach that uncertain public; the lack 
of a definite program; the absence of 
that vision which says that one of the 
tests of a community's civilization is 
the amount of money spent in com­
mon. I sincerely believe that If we 
could,all understand the causes of that 
State of mind which accompanied the 
budget making in Schenectady, we 
should come close to knowing those 
weaknesses of political action which 
the world over are causing so much 
discouragement. It would teach the 
iron law of democracy that officials 
cannot move faster than public opin­
ion; that power is a sham unless the 
mass of people from whom It comes 
will support It; that the demand for 
education rather than vote-getting Is 
no impo&slbiliat fad, but the hardest 
kind of reality. 

So there is only one Indictment to-
be charged up against Schenectady; It 
is unripe because it was impatient. It 
taught neither itself nor the voters 
with the persistence that is needed. 
By playing politics it could win. Of 
course It could. If we want to go into 
the game, there is no reason why we 
can't do it as well as the average poli­
tician. If the Socialists want to do 
the thing as other parties do, they can 
probably win right and left. They 
have a fine organization and such dis­
interested enthusiasm in the rank and 
file that they can get the work of cam­
paigning done for nothing. But to go 
Into politics means playing for the 
vote—trying to catch the Italian vote i 
with one prejudice, the church vote ' 
with another. It means talking about 
the personality of opponents, their rec­
ords, their absurdities. It means high 
phrases and timid deeds. It means 
truckling to Ignorance. It means that 
the Socialist press follow the example 
of the Milwaukee Leader, print pic­
tures of countesses and actresses on 
the front page, and become so much 
like the thing we are supposed to be 
fighting, that you wonder why men 
have sacrifled so much to build the 
Socialist movement. 

Men who admit tne weaknesses in a 

Eugene Sue's 

Masterpiece 

A Fascinatinf work, 
thrilling aa Action, 

yet embracing a com­
prehensive history of 
the oppressing and op­
pressed classes from the 
commencement of the 
present era to the 
French Revolution of 
1848 

Mysteries 
of the 

People 
EUGENE SUE wrote a romance which stems to have disap-

C peared in a curious fashion, called "Les Mysteres du Peo­
ple." It is the story of a Gallic family through the ages, 

told in successive episodes, and, so far as we have been able to 
read it, is fully as interesting as "The Wandering Jew" or The 
Mysteries of Paris." The French edition is pretty hard to And, 
and only parts have been translated into English. We don't know 
the reason. One medieval episode, telling of the struggle of the 
communes for freedom is now translated by Mr. Daniel De Loan, 
under the title, "The Pilgrim's Shell" (New York Labor News 
Co.). We trust the success of his effort may be such as to lead 
him to translate the rest of the romance. It will be the first time 
the feat has keen done in English.—N. Y. Sun. 

19 Stories; 21 Volumes; Cloth Bound 

Complete -g *y (\(\ Express 
Set 13-00 Paid 

The separate volumes, historical epoch covered by each, and 
prices, are: 

THE GOLD SICKLE (Gaul under Druids) 50c 
TIIE BRASS BELL (Cesar's Gallic Invasion) 30c 
THE IRON COLLAR (Slavery among Romans) 50c 
THE SILVER CROSS (Tale of Jerusalem) 50c 
THE CASQUE'S LARK (Prankish Invasion of Gaul) 75c 
THE PONIARD'S HILT (Bagauders and Vagres) 75c 
THE BRANDING NEEDLE (First Communal Charter) . . . 50c 
THE ABBATIAL CROZIER (Talc of a Medieval Abbess) . . 50c 
CARLOVINGIAN COINS (Tale of the Ninth C e n t u r y ) . . . . 50c 
THE IRON ARROW HEAD (Northman Invasion) 50c 
THE INFANT'S SKULL (Year 1,000 A. D.) 50c 
THE PILGRIM'S SHELL (Picture of Feudalism) , , . 75c 
TIIE IRON PINCERS (Albigencian Crusades) 50c 
THE IRON TREVET (Tale of The Jaquerie) 75c 
THE EXECTTTrONER'S KNIFE (Tale of the Inquisition) .$1.00 
THE BLACKSMITH'S HAMMER (Tale of the Grand 

Monarch) 75c 
THE POCKET BIBLE, Vol. 1 (A l U a of the 1140 
THE POCKET BIBLE. Vol. 2 16th Centurv) $1.00 
THE SWORD OF HONOR. Vol. 1 (A T a l e o f t h e . . . $ 1 . 0 0 
THE SWORD OF HONOR. Vol. 2 French Revolution).. .$1.00 
THE GALLEY SLAVE'S RING (French Revolution of 1848). 50c 

New York Labor News Co. 
28 City Hall Place, New York 
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Socialists could certainly make an ad- j victory like that In Schenectady an-
vance over the old parties. So a good 
deal of valuable cutting In the interests 
of genuine economy was done. This 
money saved was turned to new activi­
ties which constitute the achievements 
of the administration; a ma tern it 
nurse, a social worker as tenement 
house inspector, a milk chemist, better 
milk inspection, an open air school for 
"subnormal" children, dental clinic, 
specific clinic, a municipal grocery 
store and ice plant for charitable re­
lief, a lodging house, a farm for the 
able-bodied destitute, playgrounds, 
skating rinks, Sunday municipal con 
certH, an asphalt plant for street work, 
a labor bureau. Some experiments in 
"direct employment'* eliminating the 
contractor will be attempted: wages of 
city laborers have been raised from 
$1.75 to $2 a day. Better garbage dis­
posal is being planned; new schools 
are to be built; the water service is to 
be improved. To go with these things 
there has been an unquestioned ad­
vance In methods; purchasing for the 
tit; has been centralized in one bureau; 
charitable relief is more self-respect­
ing ; the budget and auditing forms are 
being brought up to the best standards 
of modern accounting. 

The showing Is that of a good re-
form administration—a government 
far better certainly than anything 
8chenectady has ev^r known. Wheth- ; 
er it could stand comparison with the 
best reform administration—say with 
those of Cleveland—I am not expert 
enough to know. 

But this list of achievements must 
bo taken with a grain of salt. These 
new services are more or less ham­
pered for lack of sufficient money. 
This brings us to one fact in regard 
to the budget making which I know 
an a matter of actual knowledge, *nd 
which to my mind Is more significant 
titan any particular thing the Social­
ists do or faU to do It is that the 
budget makers bent their efforts con 
tMntly toward keeping the amount of 

s 

swer that it shows the world that So­
cialism is a living issue, that it is 
worth "a million dollars in advertis­
ing." That is true enough, provided 
that the inference is not carried to a 
point where the Socialist party re­
sembles those mining corporations 
whose only asset is a finely gotten-up 
advertisement. And more than that, 
while a few hollow victories will ad­
vertise victory, too many of them will 
advertise the hollowness. 

Still other people point to the things 
accomplished and ask whether a few 
things actually done aren't worth acres 
of argument. Whenever this point is 
made I can't help thinking of what a 
Fabian leader once said. It was dur­
ing the Lloyd George budget compalgn 
In England. The Fabian Society seem­
ed to be paying very little attention to 
it. "You see," he explained, "we Fa­
bians never spend time on anything 
we can get somebody else to do for 
irs. There are plenty of people bother­
ing abcut the budget." 

There are plenty of people in this 
country bothering about playgrounds 
and dental clliucs. These things are 
worth having, to be sure. But why not 
let the "progressives" do them? Wttfc 
t*;e Socialists outside criticising, ham­
mering and insisting the "progressive" 
will do ell. perhaps more, than we. In 

I the line of "efficiency"' and "uplift." 
He wf> t e kept alive by the pins we 
stick Into him. 

But when the Socialists become re­
formers there ceases to be an organ- j 

I ized party of genuine radicals to keep 
the reformers slive. I have often j 

\ thought of the slashing articles the So-
; cialists in Schenectady would write , 

about the present administration if I 
' they weren't responsible for the admin-
' istration. As it is, they have to pre-
I tend that what they are doing is won­

derful, epoch-making and beyond criti­
cism. Reform under fire of radicalism 

i is an educative thing; reform pretend-
* ing te be radicalism is deadening. 
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