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Minneapolis — The  atrocious
murder of Pat Corcoran, Secretary-
Treasurer of the powerful Team-
sters’ Joint Council, has once again
brought the turbulent labor move-
ment of Minneapolis into the center
of national attention. Once again
the keenest interest and concern of
progressive labor circles from coast
to coast have been aroused in this
stormy outpost of labor in the
Northwest, the pace-setter for the
country. The forces of organized
labor cried out with one voice for
the apprehension of Corcoran’s as-
sassins. At the same time the dark
forces of reaction, and their du-
bious agents and stooges, couldn’t
wait for the body of the martyr to
be lowered .into the grave before
they began td sing in chorus, with
a suspicious unanimity and enthu-
siagin——as thyugh—tle —dong
been rehearsdd and the parts|as-
signed befoyghand—for a police in-
vestigation of the trade union
movement of Minneapolis.

For everything there is a reason.
Here, on the ground in Minneapo-
lis, the facts and the reasons are
clear for all to see. Who killed Pat
Corcoran, and why? And who
wants to cover up the crime and
shield the ¢riminals, and why? The
search for the truth in reply to
these questions can proceed intel-
ligently only on the basis of the
main facts standing in the back-
ground of the murder. These can
be established approximately as
follows:

1. ADVANCE OF THE UNIONS:
Minneapolis, once the open-shop
colony of the Citizens’ Alliance, is
today the best organized city in the
entire country. One must go to San
Francisco for a neal:-gomparison.
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The famous slogan of the 1934
strike, “Make Minneapolis a Union
Town,” has been realized in action.

And these unions are not fly-by-
night paper organizations. The
Minneapolis unions are real unions,
tested in struggle, militant in their
methods and capable of enforcing
their demands. The “teamsters”
who drive trucks and other auto-
motive vehicles in this great distri-
bution center of the Northwest are
the dominating and inspiring force
in the movement. From a member-
ship of a few hundred men, four
years ago, the driving trades in
Minneapolis now embrace twelve
thousand organized men. The same
leadership directs a total of twenty-
five thousand men in a joint coun-
cil extending out into all the arter-
ies of commerce. over five North

Central states tribﬁutary to the Twin

Cities.” 1 ' w & Ty

Wages: the great truck strike of
July 1934 wag settled on the basis
of 421, cents per hour minimum
and 521, cents maximum. Today
the standard scale for drivers in the
Twin Cities iz 70 cents per hour,
with, time and one-half for over-
time, and paid vacations!

These figuregs-—of membership
and wages—tell the real story. The
Minneapolis brand of unionism —
call it “Trotskyism” or what you
will—with ite. ruthless militancy
and its unceasing pressure for more
wages and better conditions, HAS
COST THE _ONCE-ARROGANT
BOSSES TENS OF MILLIONS OF
DOLLARS SINZE 1934 AND DRIV.
EN THE ONCE ALL-POWERFUL
CITIZENS ALLIANCE UNDER-
GROUND! No wonder they holler
blue murder and denounce the Min-
neapolis union system as a ‘racket’!
But in truth cleaner, more demo-

cra:tic and more scrupulously honest
unions do not exist anywhere. That
is no small part of the secret of
their power and of the unchal-
lenged authority of the leadership.

2. PAT CORCORAN: The mar-
tyred labor leader was a representa-
tive of the old school of trade union-
ism who like not a few others, adap-
ted himself to the spirit and meth-
od:.s of t.he great organizing cam-
paigns inaugurated in 1934, and
played a significant part in their
further developnient. In the bitter
inter-union struggle which followed
the revocation of the charter of Lo-
cal ?74 in the summer of 1935, and
lasting for one year, Corcoran, then
head of the milk drivers, stood on
the side of the A. F. of L. group and
was bitterly and justly assailed by
leaders of Local 574 for his part in
that reactionary jurisdictional war.
But ‘it was Clorcoran who initiated
the peace negotiations which led to
the truce, then to the reinstatement
of the “outlaw” union, and to the
union of forces which led to the
great organizing campaign of the
past year and a half. A Farmer-
Laborite in politics, a Catholic and
a man with a background of tra-
ditional, conservative unionism, Pat
Corcoran nevertheless made a real
peace with the terrible “Dunne
brothers” and other leaders of
Local 574 (now Local 544), found
a common line with them in union
policy and in building up the unions
and making the bosses pay more
wages. All hands testify to the ad-
mirable personal harmony and ef-
fective practical collaboration in
the new set-up after the peace.
How else account for the great
gains, the expansion of union or-
ganization to St. Paul, Duluth and
all points in the North Central Dis-
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trict, the solid strength of the ex-
panding unions, the firm unity, dis-
cipline and morale? .

Pat, a stalwart figure, a distinc-
tive human personality and a mili-
tant unionist, won the confidence
and esteem of the rank and file. He
was elected Secretary-Treasurer .of
the Teamsters Joint Council of Min-
neapolis, and Chairman of the
North Central District Drivers
Council. Denounced habitually by
the Stalinist wrecking crew as a
“Trotskyite,” he made no denials
or apologies. When he was assassi-
nated in the line of duty, ten thous-
and workers turned out to his fu-
neral, stopping all trucks for the oc-
casion. That silent testimony of the
rank and file is a powerful answer
to the slanderers of Corcoran, to the
blackguards who defame his mem-
ory. V

3. ATTITUDE OF THE LABOR
MOVEMENT: The labor movement
of Minneapolis does not follow the
national pattern. The bona-fide la-
bor movement here consists of a
powerful group of A. F. L. unions,
revitalized by the organizing cam-
paigns of the recent years and_gpn-
erally progressive in their policies.
The C. 1. O. movement here-—so-
 called—outside the textile and
clothing unions, consists for the
most part of Stalinist paper organ-
izations and split-offs from progres-
sive A. F. of L. unions—split-offs
criminally engineered by these buz-
zards of the labor movement. The
C. 1. O. as a national movement
speaks in the name of millions of
organized workers, but in Minneap-
olis it is only the Charlie McCarthy
of the Communist party, the stooge
for its crooked maneuvers and the
scapegoat for its crimes.

The A. F. of L. unions, that is,
the bona-fide labor movement as
far as this section of the country is
concerned, reacted militantly to the
assassination of Corcoran. A flood
of statements, letters ‘a{nd telegrams
poured into the office of the Team-
sters Joint Council and all struck
the same note: sympathy and soli-
darity with the drivers’ unions, de-
nunciation of the murder as a blow
inspired by labor’s enemies, esteem
for the martyr. The honorary pall
bearers at the funeral were a virtu-
al roster of the officials of the trade
union movement. The rank and file
turned out ten thdusand strong to
honor the memory of the assassi-
nated leader. Grief and rage and
the militant will to carry on—these
were and remain the sentiments of
the Minneapolis labor movement as
a whole, and of all that is honest,
genuine and decent in it.

4. THE BOSSES AND THEIR
PRESS: Who killed Pat Corcoran
and why? Well, at any rate, you
can say the bosses didn’t shed any

tears about the lkilling. They—or
rather, their dirty tools—killed Hen-
ry Ness and John Belor in the 1934
strike and another union man’s
blood wouldn’t make their record
any blacker. Beaten by the drivers
in every test of strength since 1934,
obliged to witness—and pay for-the
consistent spread of unionism to oth-
er industries, discredited before the
public and obliged to resort to vari-
ous disguises and subterfuges—on
the order of the Communist Party
“innocent clubs”—the black gang
of the Citizens Alliance sought to
utilize the killing of Corcoran to
cast discredit on the trade union
movement. They began to moan
and sigh about “racketeers” and
“gangsters”. If they displayed not
the slightest interest in the appre-
hension of the murderers, they were
ready to join a movement to start
an “investigation” of the trade
unions, out of whish might come—
who knows?—a “purge” of the
movement and, perhaps, also a neat
frame-up of its most authentic lead-
ers.

Here, like a troupe of actors get-
ting the cue, the agentry of the
G.P.U., the American contingent
of the international frame-up and
murder machine, otherwise known
as the Communist party, and some-
times in Minneapolis as the
“C.1.0.”, took a hand in the game.

5. ENTER THE G.P.U.: Who kill-
ed Pat Corcoran and why? Well,
you can say one thing without fear
of going wrong. The G.P.U. gang
was ready—too ready!-to point the
accusing finger at the unions repre-
sented by Corcoran and to his co-
workers in the leadérship. They
didn’t need any evidence and they
didn’t wait for any 'investigation.
As for evidence they have a ready
formula employed with such pro-
ficiency in Russia, Spain, Czecho-
Slovakia, China and other places:
frame it up! As for investigation,
they have already finished it be-
forehand and have :the verdict
ready. N{ ~ \

Nevertheless, Minneapolis is not
Moscow. One must proceed more
cautiously and deviously here. The
adopted formula is: first smear the
unions, slander and discredit the
leaders, malign the' dead man’s
memory and then—who knows?
—something can be cooked up in
the way of a legal ffa¥me-up.

The Minneapolis “C.1.O.”—no
relation to the national C.I.O.—
bobs up with a statement batted out
in the Communist party office to
the effect that labor “gangsterism”
is behind the assassination. The
daily press and the press associa-
tions grab that up—it is right down
their alley and turns attention and
suspicion away from the forces
which killed Henry Ness and John

Belor. The Daily Worker manufac-
tures ‘“news” about the rising pop-
ular indignation against ‘‘gangster-
ism”’ which is “linked,” of course,
to the omniscient, omnipotent and
omnipresent ‘“Dunne brothers”’—
the Stalinist name for militancy,
courage and incorruptibility in the
Minneapolis labor movement.

The G.P.U. agentry are past mas-
ters at the art of frame-up and
other dark and bloody devices, and
I don’t for one minute wish to un-
derrate their resources in this re-
spect. At first glance it may appear
that they have a good set-up here.
They have the natural interest of
the bosses to divert suspicion from
themselves and deal another blow
at their hated enemies—the leaders
of the teamsters’ unions. They have
*‘church, social and civic organiza-
tions,” to say nothing of “leading
persons of the community” and
“public spirited persons’” in gener-
al, to whom they are now appealing
in public statements and circulars
and who can always be relied upon
when an opportunity presents it-
self to stooge for the bosses and
stab labor in the back. The Stalin-
ists have money in unlimited am-
ounts, vast agencies for slanderous
publicity, and a retinue of con-
scienceless scoundrels ready for
any infamy. They have what is
known here as the “C.1.O.”

But with all that, in my opinion,
they haven’t got enough in Minne-
apolis. Their intended victims are
too closely integrated in the labor
movement here. It is too clear that
the frame-up gang, in striking at
the hated Trotskyites, the “Dunne
brothers”, are trying to smear and
discredit the great trade union
movement they represent. The la-
bor movement of Minneapolis is on
guard against the frame-up gang.
The elementary class interest of the
national labor movement—C.1.0. as
well as A. F. of L.—is.against them.
The truth, the evidencé, the circum-
stances, the motivation  for the
muigder of Pat ‘Corcoranh are ‘all
against them. But,\ above all,
against them stands the record of
the Stalinists, on an international
scale, a bloody and terrible record
of frame-up, of murder, of charac-
ter-assassination, of corruption—
which has revolted the conscience
of the world and warned enlight-
ened workers everywhere to be on
guard.

The labor movement of Minneap-
olis is on guard. The frame-up gang
has to operate in the full light of
publicity here. The attempt to stage
a Minneapolis version of the Mos-
cow trials has already Bécome, in-
stead, a trial of the Stalinist frame-
up gang, and will result in their
exposure and their conviction be-
fore the public opinion of the work-
ing class! ‘
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